
THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL BOARD 

In the Matter of: 

SJ Enterprises, LLC 
tJa The Casbah 

Applicant for a New 
Retailer's Class CR License 

at premises 
1128 H Street, N.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20002 
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SJ Enterprises, LLC, tJa The Casbah (Applicant) 

Case No. 
License No. 
Order No. 

12-PRO-00018 
ABRA-088779 
2012-141 

David Holmes, Chairperson, Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC) 6A 

BEFORE: Ruthanne Miller, Chairperson 
Nick Alberti, Member 
Donald Brooks, Member 
Herman Jones, Member 
Calvin Nophlin, Member 
Mike Silverstein, Member 
Jeannette Mobley, Member 

ORDER ON VOLUNTARY AGREEMENT AND 
WITHDRAWAL OF PROTEST OF ANC 6A 

The Application filed by SJ Enterprises, LLC, tJa The Casbah, for a new Retailer's Class 
CR License, was protested; however, a Roll Call Hearing scheduled for April 9, 2012, was not 
held, because the Parties submitted a Voluntary Agreement before the hearing. 

The official records of the Board reflect that the Applicant and ANC 6A, have entered 
into a Voluntary Agreement (Agreement), dated March 24,2012, that governs the operation of 
the Applicant's establishment. 

The Agreement has been reduced to writing and has been properly executed and filed with 
the Board. The Applicant and Chairperson David Holmes, on behalf of ANC 6A, are signatories to 
the Agreement. 
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The Board approved the Agreement, dated March 24,2012, with modifications to 
Sections 2 (i) and G) (Business Operations and Practices), and 3 (d) 
(Music!DancinglEntertainment). 

This Agreement constitutes a withdrawal of the Protest filed by ANC 6A. 

Accordingly, it is this 18 th day of April, 2012, ORDERED that: 

1. The Application filed by SJ Enterprises, LLC, tJa The Casbah, for a new Retailer's 
Class CR License, located at 1128 H Street, N.E., Washington, D.C., is GRANTED; 

2. The Protest of ANC 6A in this matter is hereby WITHDRAWN; 

3. The above-referenced Voluntary Agreement submitted by the Parties to govern the 
operations of the Applicant's establishment is APPROVED and INCORPORATED 
as part of this Order, except for the following modifications: 

Section 2 (i) (Business Operations and Practices) - The following sentence shall 
be modified to read as follows: "Applicant's call log and incident log shall be 
provided to the Board during meetings or hearings involving future renewals or 
contested proceedings involving the Applicant's license." 

Section 2 G) shall be removed. 

Section 3 (d) (MusiclDancinglEntertainment) - This subsection shall be modified 
to read as follows: "The hours of operation for a patio or summer garden on 
private property (excluding rooftops) are limited until 11 :00 pm Sunday through 
Thursday evenings and 12:00 am on Friday and Saturday evenings. The sale and 
consumption of alcoholic beverages must end at that time and the patio must be 
cleared of all patrons and staff. If the patio has been open for business for at least 
three months during the months of April through September and noise levels from 
the patio do not create a repeated disturbance to the neighborhood during this time 
period and the licensee has a record of good conduct during this time period, the 
licensee may submit a change of hours application to allow for expanded hours of 
operation on the patio." 

The parties have agreed to these modifications. 

4. Copies of this Order shall be sent to the Applicant and ANC 6A. 
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I recuse myself from this matter. 

District of Columbia 
Alcoholic Beverage Control Board 

,",W.111 Nophlin, Member 

dLUdI 
Nick Alberti, Member 

Pursuant to 23 DCMR § 1719.1 (April 2004), any Party adversely affected by this Order may file 
a Motion for Reconsideration within ten (10) days of service of this Order with the Alcoholic 
Beverage Regulation Administration, 2000 14th Street, N.W., Suite 400S. Washington, D.C. 
20009 



* * * 

March 26, 2012 

District of Columbia Government 
Advisory Neighborhood Commis~ion 6A 
Box 75115 
Washington, DC 20013 

Mr. Fred Moosally, Director 
Alcoholic Beverage Regulation Administr.ltion 
2000 14th Street, NW, Suite 4008 
Washington, DC 20009 

Re: The Casbah (1128 H Street, NE) 

Dear Sir: 

At its regularly-scheduled and publicly-announcedl monthly meeting of March 8, 2012, Ad­
visory Neighborhood Commission 6A (ANe) voted 7-0-1 to protest against a potential license 
for The Casbah to be located at 1128 H Street, NE (ABRA-088779) and to approve a pending 
Voluntary Agreement, if a"cepted and signed by the applicant. The quorum required is five 
Commissioners. Commissioner Albeni abstained, md did not participate in the discussion. 

Attached is the VA signed by me as Chair of ANC 6A and the Applicant. 

Should you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact Commissioner Adam 
Healy, chair of our Alcohol Beverage Licensing Comminee, at healyanc6aOl@gmail.com or 
202.556.0215. Commissioners Healy and Holmes are ailthorized to represent the ANC in this 
matter. 

On behalf of the Commission. 

?JnW~""d-
David Holmes, Chair 

• 

, ANC 6A annoullces lIS meeongs by advertisement in the HllJ Rag through the ANC's anc6a­
announc.@yahou,com. and in the ANC-6A@}'3hoogroups.com (which is not controlled by the ANC) 



Made this 24th day of March .. 2012 

by and between 

The Casbab tABRA-088779) 
1128 H Street. NE Washmgton 

DC 20002 and 

Advisory Neigbborhood Comm! .. ion 6 . .<\ 

Preamble 

Through thIS agreement. both parttes aim to create an environment whereby the applicant m"y operate as a viable 
c.ontnbutmg bU$iness m the ANC 6A commumty, while concurrentiy curtallmg any adverse effecte a business such as the 
applicanfs <ould have on the sUlmunding neIghborhood. 

The applicant agrees (0 work regularly with the ANC 6A, n~lghborhood associatIons, and resIdents to e"'ure the busmess 
operations do not adveISely affect the surrounding neighbOll,ood. All parties believe the stat~ments and proVISIons 
containod in this agreement are leasonable and must become wholly integrated mto the day-to-day opelation ofthe husmess 
establishment. 

Fwther, ANC 6A acknowledges that thIS Voluntary Agreemont $h.1I be presented to all Class CR apphcants withm the 
boundl11'ies of ANC 6.0.. The community and merchants have agreed that It 1$ 10 all the parties' be$t inM.sts to standaroize 
tho requirements for the operations oftestaurdRt, tavern, and nightclub establl$hments wlthm tne boundalles ofANC 6A. To 
the gleatest extent pOSSIble, the ANC will not insist upon or allow any $Igr,jtka~t <hanges to this Volunll11'y Agleement that 
W111 unfairly benefit or, conveiSel}, caUSe .:empeiit,'. dlsadvantag'. to, any indIvidual applicant or establishment wlthm the 
ANC, unless such change is requIred b) the DistrIct of CQlumb'a government, other authol1zed governmental bodies, or rule 
oflaw. 

The commuDlty and merchants unuerstand and agree that the changes Impo$Od "pon the operations of all hce"sees withm 
dIe ANC as $r.t forth herein l11'e Important measures t.O plOtect the safety, peace, order and quiet of the neighbOlhood. its 
residents, :md busmesses 

Witnes.eth 

Wheleas, Applicant'$ premises IS WIthin the boundaries of ANC 6A, and, 

WhO! eas, the pmles desire to enter mto an agreement governing certain reqUIrements and undel standmg; regardir,g the 
issuan<e of a RetaIler'. Class CR Liqunr Li<en.e at the subject premIse.; and, 

The Parties AEr •• A. Follow" 

I . Public 8t,"ce Cleanliness and MainteJ!'ance. Applicant will mamtain the public space (minimall, the front sidev..lk up to 
and mdudmg the gutter in front of .lb. subject premises, and the alleyway hehmd the subject premIses) adjacent to the 
e .• tabhshmeni in a clean and htt>r-free <onditlOn by' 

• Picking up trash, in<ludmg beverage bottles and cans. and all other trash a mir,irnum of twice daily (once 
ImmedIately before bu.,"ess hours and agam betwee" 5'00 pm and 8:00 p.m.). 
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b. Maintaining regulO! trash ga,bage removal .ervlce, regularl~ I "m<lve II ash from the trash and dumpster area, and see 
that the trash and dumpster area remain dean. 
, . Applkant 'hall deposit trash and garbage only in rodent-proof dumpsters, and shall see that dumpster covers fit 
properly and remain fully closed except when trash or garbag~ IS being added 01 removed 
d. Exerci,ing due diligence to prevent andlol rid vermin infestation m and arounJ tho establi<hment, includmg 
followmg, minimally, the I'ocommendations and guidelines of the Vector Control DIVision of the Department of Public 
\\'orks 
e. ASSIsting in maintenance of the curb in front of the establishment to keep them free vftrash and to remove ,now and 
ke from the SIdewalk and comply with all applioable D,C. laws and regulatIOn in these respect •. 
f. Planting, watering, and generall~ tending to tree boxes duectl} in front ofthe sub ject premises, ifany. 
g. Promptly removing or pamtmg over any glaffiti written on the extenor walls of the property 
h ReqUlnng the oymer and emplo~ees not to pruk on public space between the building and the curb. 
i. Not 10'"tmg trash bins, challs, tables, or othor equipment on public space without a valid spaee permit 

2. Business Opelation, .nd Pr.-tices 
a. Apphcent will not, dIrectly or indirectly, sell or deliver alcohol to any intoxicated person or to any person who appears 
to be intoAlcated, 
b Apphcant agrees to take all necessary steps te prevent p.tron rowdiness, including lefu.ing admIssion/service to 
rowdy andior unruly pe"on" 
,. Appltcant agrees to oMure that no paII'on bnng an open container of an alcoholic beverage into the establishment fTOm 
out"de sources, and at no time e~its tho establishment WIth an open container of an alcoholic bevel age. Wine shall be 
corked in .-",rdan,e with Title 25-II3(b)(5)(A)(B)(C) of the DC Mumclpal Codo 
d. Applicant will not provide or sell alcoholtc beverages "to go .. Appltcant agrees not to promote or partklpate in bar or 
pub "crawls" 01 any other event ofihis nature, 
e. Tho hcensed establishment will be managed by the applicant m person or a board hcensed manager. 
f Applicant, and all employees that are designated to sel ve al,oholic beverages. shall attend and complete an alcoh\lh~ 
be\'elsge server training cow')e'semin81 
g. Applicant .hall post a notice kept in good repalf and vi,ible from point of ently a ,ign, which .tates· 

i. Proper ID reqUIred (proof of age 21 mlntmum to be ~erved and assurfulces that lD's WIll be .:hecked at all times 
prior III serving alcoholt, beverages to patro",,) 
Ii. Proillbition against seiling .Icohol to minols, . 
ill. Request to pall'ons to not htter, loiter, or make ex,o .. ive noise m the naighborhood as they amve or depart 
iv. Warnmg' Drinking .leohohc bevel"ges during plegnancy can cau," birth derects, 
v. Request that customers do not conU Ibute to panhandle ... 

h. Applioant shall make overy effort to prohIbit and prevent 10ltermg and criminal activil)' on 0\ in front oflhe 
establishment premises. to mclude' 

i. -\skmg lOIterers tu move on whenever they are observed outsi~e the eslabltshmeot, 
Ii Calltng the Metropolittm Pohce Department (MPD) to remove IOtte!'ers Iftbe~ refuse Applicant'.' request to 
mCl'le on, 
Iii. Calling the Metropolitan Police De]>'lrtmenl if illegal actiVIty i3 ObselVed, 
iv Keeping a "Titt.n reoord of datos and tlli1es'( a 0.11 log) when the MPD IS called for a"istance. 
v. Applkant wdl mamtain d detailed incident log An il.eident IS defin«', as any activity b~ patrons of the 
ostablishmeni in~ide 0\ Immed iatel~ outside ,he establishment which ""uld load to an ABRA inves'lgation. Bach 
mCldent WIll contain date, time and location of each in,ident " ith a conCIse summary Guest< and staff inv.,lved 
or witnesses of the mCldent 'Nil! be identified and Ii'ted. If there is a medical or polt« respon8c, that information 
WIll also be noted. 

i Appl',"nt', call log and mcident log shall be provided to the -\NC or Bowd dUling meetmgs or heanngs 
involving futw"" renewals 0\ wntested pro,.edings involving the Appltcant'8 heense. 
j After reoelving oomplamlo anclior "bserving-ptoblem'! WIth this establishment, ANC Commi" ioMrs andlor the ABL 
CommIttee chair m&y ask the D.C lvIebopolitan Police Dapartrnent (MPD) for records and 

• 
• 
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data regwdlng call, for selvice or other necessary I'<'lice plesence wound thi. estabhshmeil!' 
i If data fi'om MPD indl«lte!; that thi' estabh.hment ha.< "used 0 .. IS .ignificantl, contributing to additional crime 
or Climlnal aollVlnes m the neIghborhood, including dIsorderly conduct andlor reoccurrmg public dlsturbanco,the 
ANC 6A ABL Commlltec will hold a public meetirlg to discuss the problems and ways in "hich to mitigate them. 
The Applicant, MPD, and an ABRA representative "ill b. Invited and encouraged w participate, as well as 
concerned """I dents MPD WIll hi; asked to recommend to the Committee the days of the week and hoUl.' when the 
lelmbursable MPD detail should be necesslII)I to mamtain p.ace, order. and qUIet at and around thjs establishment 
and the costs that would be associated with such reimbursable detail. If the CommIttee recommends the use of a 
reimbursable MPD delail at this e.1abHshmeilt to mitigate those problems, the recommendatIon will then be 
considered by ANC 6A .t their next scheduled mcel1ng 
ii. lf the ANC, by a majority vote, supports r.qulring a reimbursable MPD dowl, the ANC Chail will notil) in 
writing the First District MPD Commandel' or hislher deMgnee and the Apphcant that this establishment "ill be 
required to have a reimbursable MPD detail a~~lgned to their locotilln. 
III. Th. Applicant si.all transmIt to MPD funds sufficient to provide the next month's reImbursable MPD detail by 
the fit'lt day of each month that the relmbu ... able dotail i, required. 
IV The reImbursable deta,l shall be maintained by the Applicant for up to 5i., months. Within six month •. the ABL 
Con.mittee "Ill conduct ailother revie" to hear input Oil wheth.1 01 not the reimbursable MPD detail should be 
continued. The ABL Committee will make a recommendatiQn that wi.II then he consldeled by the A.NC at their 
next scheduled meeting. 

k. Applicant shall not support of the mstallation of pay phon .. outside of the e,tablt.hment on their property. 
I Apphcant w,lI utilize and maintain high-inten.ity f100d-li/ihts on the exterior ,,/' its prem".s w as tAl fully hght any 
abutting alleyway from dusk until da"". 
m. Applicant shall provide valet parkmg seTVices only with valet parktog companies as defined heensed and in 
compliance with Title 24 DCMR Chapter 16 Apphcant will not engage in valet plllkmg that re,ults in vehicles parked to 
I esidentiai parking spaces. 

3. Music I Dancing: Entertainment: 
a Apphcant agrees to en'we that sOlmds otiginating from within the establishment are mitIgated by mstalling adequate 
sound proofing. 
b. ApplIcant shall not produce any sound, nQi.e, or music of such IDtensi\J that it may be heard in any premise, other 
than the licensed establishment m a.:;cordance WIth DC Official Code Title 15-725. 
c. In order to mlt'gate no .. e on an outdoor patio or summel garden the following steps will be taken: 

I A.pplIcant shalI not Qffel an} type of Jive or pre-recolded mUSIc on the patio. 
H A rence 01 othel barrier will endose the entire perimeter. 
iii. No fewel' than two signs "ill be clearly posted to remind guests to keep theil voices at normal speaking 
volume 
iv, Staff will monitor the outdoor area to ma!.:e sure guests do not lalse theIr voices above normal speaking tones. 
v. Potted plants, tlees, founlll,ns or othet type. of nOIse mitigation techniques WIll be incorporated into the decor 
VI. No more than 40 people may l>e on the patio at one time 
vii The patto must be closed and clewe~ of all palrons and staff when licensed alcohol sales end for the day. 

d. The ANC WIll establish a three month trial of nOlS, levels from the outdoOl' area with Iimit'!d hours until 
IIPM on "eekdays and IlAM o~ " .. !,.ends If noise levels do not create a repeated disturbance to the 
neighborhood dUring tliis time period and the licensee h~, a recOId of good wnduct dUl ing thIS tIme period, 
the hours for servk" on the p.ltio may be extended to be consi.tent WIth the licensee', normal bu,,"e .. hQurs, 
The three ,"onth time period for this applicant is NtA to ___ .1'!LA __ 
e. If the outdoor patIO is located on public space, the hours of operation of that patio will be limited untIl 11'00 p.m, 
Sunday through Thul"lday evenings and 12'00 a m, on Friday 'IJ1d Saturda} evenmgs. The sale and consumption of 
alcoholk beverages must end at tha)ilme and the patio must t.e c1ean:d of all patrons 

• 
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f. Applical.t may offer fac ilities for dancing for patrons (lnly with an e,ltei'ta irun~nt endorsement and may 
havo recorofd and background musi~ w.tb<>ut an ~ntert.lill1Thlllt endOI~er.1ent " Entcrtainrnenl~ means hve 
mlUilC or any "ther liye oerfonnance by an actual ]l«>isqh;'·i.nchJdinl{ Jh~ !>ands, karaok~, comedy shows. 
poetry readings. and d'se jocleys. The ienn "en(er ... illin~nl" shall oollndude· the opcrati~n of a jukebox, a 
television, a radio. (II other pr;;recorded music 
g. All CT license ~"Iders witr. an entertainment endorsement must have an ARM a"cepted .... ' urity ;>Ian '0 
ollK:e. 
h. The I.hche.,s for 31! CR Ii.:ense holders shall remam open a;1d operational up until :It least one hour prior "< 
dmnn~, 

4 Coooeration \Yuh ANC 6A. AppliCAn: agree. to .... ~,k ori 'resolving issues ple~ent ing the ap;:olic""t from fulfillillg 
ilS obligation, ~'Jldcr Ihis Ct)operati ~e agre<m""t witl. all oftii~ j"lIo",ing: the Smgle Member DI5trict (5MDI ANC 
Coomm; •• ;!>ner ... itilin .. h(.se ~ounQaries the establishment is located, tlw ChaIr of the ABL Committee , and other 
Com,"issiontl~ wh....., SMD'~;,re adjoccht l~ the lo<.ati"" ~f1.t.. establishment. 

5. ModHkalIOns This agre~et,t an be modified Mly b)"mutual agreemil',l uf all ' he parties w;(~ the ~ppro'/~l uf 
the ABC Boai'd c;r l-)- tl.. ABC Beoar-i cons ;.5t~nt with DC C(.de § ~5-446, [n tl.e case uf ANCbA. if apphcant dc./res 
\1) mo:!d) the !eM!.' of[~IS a!,:,,~eme~t. the applicant, prior tv implemen:ing the 'ha~!1el.), ~haJt receiv. writt.n 
agrr:ment fronl Al'C6A aner a majority oftbe com",isslol1eTS shail hav~ vOled in f.-.or of the changes at a full 
puclic. meeting. 

6. M'sccllaneou.< , 
a ApplicaJ1l shall post a copy "c t!\1. yolunta:)' agreement In tb<: eSl.iblishment in conJUllellon ",it!! tile 
po,ting of It~ alcoholiC t<.\·~la.~e heen.... ..,. 
b ApplIcant <viii o""r&le in e,>mpliance with'311 applh:" t.lc DC la'Ns and regulati\lns. 

7. tnforcemcnt· 
• If clthcr P"~ hereto bel i.,, ~s i " goo~ filith thaI the applicant is in viOlalio:l "fthlS agreem':nl. wlillen 
nCitlCe ~pocj fYlI!g the ~lIeged viol3tion ;hal! be deli,er~d to ,he appl i<anl and tila appl;"ant shall have t<n (10) 
Qa!, li ",fier rec~irt afslICk wri~ten '1otlt\1 to c\.'me into oomp1.allCc wiUl lhl~ agrecmc;ot (,\T respond ·~o said 
ailegod notice of ,1cfault, 
b. Applicart and tN ANC 6!\ Commi.,ion ~;lJ;<>e to enter in!o lhi .. llgr':Cll'eN. tflhe &pplk unt .hollid ~h 
the conditions orthis :lgIo:cmenl. 't IS "'nder>iWd by aU paNeS that th~ ANC IiA. and/", its <)<)mmllt""", 01 
" then .hall immediately r~Nlon t~c "'BC B"ord foJl.'ii·'.how ~::ut:~" heanng pur:;u."t ~o 23 D.C. M Po. 
1~13.5. . 
c 'fho. t.Cor:.ativ. agre~,""t is bir-dmg on th~ applicant and its assi&'I1~ and will ~ommuc in foreo lor an) 
and all sub"'~·;r .... nt Ija.nse ~Cllder • • 1t thIS !oca:ipn , . 

,Ii 

(n Witness Wbereof 
The p.u1iC'l hav~ am"e1 ~eret.~ their h""d~ and seals. 

Applicant: _ 

. -\ /./ /' -J.< r 
/ ;'7" .1 oF ~ ., ,. 'I. , . '1d ;< 

5igll.lure.---<::.£-:: t::-/ .. ~!..._ ~ c...::t __ • ________ . __ 

"";,~ f .. ' .'" .(~ 

Vo[untaly Agr~ment h~t",een The Cashah snd A!<ICM 
Page'; of 4 

, 
.I .• , • , ...... " ..,. .-


