HEARING 06/29/2016

TOUCHDOWN
1 GOVERNMENT OF THE DI STRI CT OF COLUMBI A
2 ALCOHCOLI C BEVERAGE REGULATI ON ADM NI STRATI ON
3 ALCOHOLI C BEVERAGE CONTROL BOARD
4
6 |IN THE MATTER OF:
7 SBlI, LLC
8 t/a Touchdown Case Number 16- CMP-00339
9 1334 U Street NW
10  License Nunber 86233
11 Retailer CT
12 ANC 1B
13 FACT FI NDI NG HEARI NG
14 - - - < - - - o o - o oo X
15 Wednesday, June 29, 2016
16 Wher eupon, the above referenced natter canme on for

17 hearing at the Al coholic Beverage Control Board, Reeves
18 Center, 2000 14th Street, N.W, Suite 400S, Washi ngton,
19 D.C. 20009.

20

21

22
@ender Legal Solutions 888.445.3376 www.olenderreporting.com
A Global Litigation Solutions Company 202.898.1108 Worldwide Coverage


http://www.olenderreporting.com

HEARING 06/29/2016

TOUCHDOWN 2
1
2 CHAI RPERSON:
3 DONOVAN W  ANDERSQN, Presi ding
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1 PROCEEDI NGS
2 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Al'l right. W then
3 nmove on to our fact finding hearing. The first matter
4 is Case Number 16- CMP-00339, Touchdown, License Nunber
5 86233. WII the parties please approach and identify

6 yourself for the record please. Can you please identify

7 yourself for the record please.

8 MR. SAHRI : Janmal Sahri
9 CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  And who are you, sir?
10 MR SAHRI: [I'm-- I'mthe owner of

11 Touchdown.

12 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Ckay. M. Puente.
13 | NVESTI GATOR PUENTE:  Kevi n Puente,

14  investigator.

15 CHAl RPERSON ANDERSON: Al right.

16 M. Sahri --

17 MR. SAHRI: Yes, sir.

18 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  -- do you know why

19 you're here today, sir?
20 MR. SAHRI: Yes, sir. | giveny --tony --
21  ny guy who work for nme, and | give it a change of nane

22 and | don't think he -- he changed any nanes. And | was
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1 taking a name change from Touchdown to Handsone Cock,

2 but | never changed it.

3 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  So do you --

4 MR SAHRI: | amgquilty.

5 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  So what is it that

6 you plan since the ABRA records has one nane for the

7 establishment, you have another name on the

8 establishnent? So what -- what -- what is it that you

9 plan to do to be in conpliance with the law, sir?

10 MR, SAHRI: Well, | was thinking just to

11 take the sign out and put it -- the sign back. That's
12  ny guy, he never did put the -- he never go and change
13 the nane. We still have the old sign, Touchdown. | was
14  thinking just take the other one back. W could put --
15 put the old sign back if it's okay.

16 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  But it's ny

17 understanding that --

18 MR. SAHRI: Yes, sir.

19 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  -- you have been --
20 this is not the first time that an ABRA investigator has
21 infornmed you that the nane changed. So --

22 MR. SAHRI: Yes, sir. Yes, sir. For ne --
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1 the first time for ne. M nanagenent didn't ever tel

2 e about this.

3 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Al'l right.

4 MR, SAHRI: Sorry about that.

5 CHAl RPERSON ANDERSON:  Al'l right.

6 M. Puente --

7 MR. SAHRI: That's why | come. | -- | --

8 that's why they call me and | conme fromAtlanta just for

9 thistoo. | livein Atlanta too, and | think they never
10 told me about this before.

11 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Al right. Al

12 right. Hold on. M. Puente, what can you provide to

13 us?

14 | NVESTI GATOR PUENTE: Yes. On April 16th,
15 2016 at approxinmately [inaudible 21:34] | entered the

16 establishment to conduct a regulatory inspection. |

17  observed above the establishnent there's a sign with a
18 rooster and Handsone Cock on it. | went inside and

19 identified nyself to the ABC nanager. | asked himif

20 they submtted a trade nane application. They said they
21 haven't since the owner is out of the towmn. | cane back
22 to the office, did a ABRA records check, and determ ned
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1 that there has been several other cases with a trade
2 nanme violation. 1In each of those cases in the reports
3 its been noted that they always said the owner's out of
4 town and whatnot. So | advised the establishnment they
5 had to do a trade nanme application prior to |eaving.
6 And they said they will |let the owner know when he gets
7 back in town.
8 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  So can you tell us
9 like when was this -- if you recall, when was the first
10 tinme -- the first time they have been on -- on notice
11  that they needed to change the nane?
12 | NVESTI GATOR PUENTE: Well, the first tine
13  occurred on June 24th, 2014, Case Nunber 14- CMP-00387.
14  They got a warning by The Board. The second it occurred
15 on July 11th, 2014, Case Nunber 14-CC-00131, and they
16 received a $500 fine for the trade name. Then they
17 received another violation on January 8, 2016, Case
18  16-CWP-0026, and they received a $750 citation and fine.
19 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  So, sir, are you --
20 is it your representation today that you have not been
21 made aware of these warnings or the fines that's been
22 paidto -- to -- to the agency stating that --
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1 MR SAHRI: For ne it was the first tine.
2 Yeah. That's why they called me on this natter. That's
3 why | conme. Yeah.
4 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  So who has been
5 paying all these fines?

6 MR SAHRI: M -- ny guy. M general

7 manager | think he did. Yeah, | think so.

8 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Wl |, so if your

9 general -- so why is it that if you're the owner of the
10  business and you're -- you're not conplying with the

11 law, why is that your enployees are not telling you what

12 is it that you need to do?

13 MR SAHRI: | don't know. That's a m stake,
14 sir. | don't know.

15 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Thi s has been goi ng
16 on for two years, sir. It can't be just a m stake.

17 MR SAHRI: It is very m stake.

18 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Hol d on one minute

19 please, sir.
20 MR SAHRI: Yes, sir.
21 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: It -- it's a mi stake

22 if you told me that you just got a warning and you're
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1 here today. But I'"'mbeing told that this has been going
on since 2014 that you got a warning, you have paid two
violations, and -- and you're here today. And your

response is that it's just a m stake.

o A w N

MR SAHRI: Yes, sir. | -- 1 told | have

6 the guy here who has power of attorney and he was doi ng
7 ny stuff. | was in North Africa and Mrocco for a

8 while. 1've been in Mrocco for a while. M nomdie,

9 you know. And then | have M. Mke Stone, he had the

10  power of attorney and was doing all in ny paperwork.

11 And | -- and they think -- ny nanagenent, ny son, and ny
12 general nanager, they have a license and they think

13 everything wll be done by M. -- by the guy | hired, he
14  has power of attorney and it never happened. And he

15 never told nme about that. |'msure he go and he pay for
16 the -- for the fine, and | never knew about it. |'ve

17 been in North Africa for a while, and -- and | just

18 found out. | just found out about, what, four or five
19 days ago and | cone fromAtlanta. | live in Atlanta

20 [inaudible 24:44]). Yes, sir.

21 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  So what -- so

22 specifically what is it that you're going to do to cone
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1 in conpliance with the |aw?

2 MR. SAHRI: \Whatever the |aw say | guess.

3 am--

4 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: | ' m sure. \Wat ?

5 MR, SAHRI: \Whatever you say guys, the

6 law-- whatever the law. | can take the sign out and

7 1'"I'l put my other sign back. 1It's called Touchdown.

8 \Watever -- yeah. | cannot tell you what. | -- | --

9 I'mtrying to be clean here. | know I'mguilty. | can
10 see the paper, and | know M chael he didn't do the job
11  he's supposed to do. The guy has power of attorney. He
12 didn't do the job he was supposed to do, and I"'mtelling
13 you I'maquilty because | saw the paper and --

14 CHAl RPERSON ANDERSON:  Al'l right.

15 MR, SAHRI: And if | can change the -- |I'm

16 sorry.

17 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  No. Go ahead.

18 MR. SAHRI: |If | can change, go ahead.

19 still have the sign out. | can just put the sign back.

20 It's for Touchdown. Since all the paperwork --

21 everything still -- the sales taxes and everything is

22  still under Touchdown. The guy, he never -- | hired,
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1 and he never did the job he's supposed to do.
2 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Al right. M.
3 Aberti.
4 MR, ALBERTI: So, Investigator Puente, any
5 report -- sir -- what's your nanme again, sir?
6 MR. SAHRI: Jamal Sahri .
7 MR. ALBERTI: Jamal Sahri.
8 MR. SAHRI: Yes, sir.
9 MR ALBERTI: kay. So, M. Puente, you
10 spoke with an Amr Sahri?
11 | NVESTI GATOR PUENTE: Yes. The ABC manager
12 on duty.
13 MR ALBERTI: Sorry. SH--
14 MR, SAHRI: That's ny son.
15 MR, ALBERTI: On, it's your son?
16 MR. SAHRI: Yes, sir.
17 MR ALBERTI: M. Sahri, it's your son?
18 MR. SAHRI: Yes, sir.
19 MR, ALBERTI: kay. And you're telling us
20 your son didn't tell you?
21 MR. SAHRI: Yeah, he didn't tell ne.
22 [l naudi ble 26:10].
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1 MR, ALBERTI: Ch, no. No. | don't --
2 MR. SAHRI: He was dealing with the guy I
3 hired who has power of attorney.
4 MR. ALBERTI: This -- thisis -- nowl'm
5 just -- | just need sinple answers to ny questions.
6 MR SAHRI: Yes, sir.
7 MR. ALBERTI: Thank you. This will go -- go
8 much quicker. So you -- there are two other partners in
9 this business, right, besides yourself?
10 MR. SAHRI: Yes, sir. Yes, sir. They are
11 no | onger there, sir.
12 MR. ALBERTI: Pardon?
13 MR. SAHRI: Yes, sir.
14 MR. ALBERTI: They are no |onger there?
15 MR. SAHRI: They -- they nove out. Yes,
16 sir. And | -- | bought them out.
17 MR, ALBERTI: You bought them out?
18 MR. SAHRI: Yes, sir.
19 MR. ALBERTI: When did you do that?
20 MR. SAHRI: About whenever, two years and a
21  half.
22 MR, ALBERTI: Ckay. So you've got two
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1 problems. One -- one, you haven't -- you have an
2 incorrect trade nane.
3 MR SAHRI: Yes, sir.
4 MR. ALBERTI: Right. Wich you need to
5 take --
6 MR SAHRI: But | amin the --
7 MR. ALBERTI: -- which you need to take care
8 of ASAP, as soon as possible. And two, you need to
9 change the information on your |icense as to who the
10 owners are which hasn't been done. Because our records
11 currently have the other two owners as partners with
12 you. Al right. So none of that has been done. So you
13  have been negligent in doing anything to update your
14 records with us which is not a good thing. Al right.
15 So you have offered to take down your sign and put back
16 up the Touch -- the Touchdown sign.
17 MR. SAHRI: Yes, sir.
18 MR, ALBERTI: That does not really give me a
19 lot of confidence. Al right. I'm-- I'malittle
20 leery on that because this -- this Handsone Cock sign
21 has been up for two years.
22 MR. SAHRI: Yes, sir.
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1 MR. ALBERTI: | nmean | see it all the tine.
2 | drive by it, | see the Handsome Cock
3 MR SAHRI: Yes, sir.
4 MR ALBERTI: Al right. Are you -- do you
5 have any -- any interest in The Codnot her?
6 MR SAHRI: Yes, sir.
7 MR, ALBERTI: What's your interest in the

8  Codnot her?

9 MR. SAHRI: Part owner. [Ilnaudible 27:53].
10 MR ALBERTI: Part owner. Al right. Wich
11  is the bar?

12 MR SAHRI: The bar. | saw-- | saw you

13 Dbefore passing by fromit.

14 MR. ALBERTI: No. You haven't seen ne.

15 | -- 1've beenin ny car. You -- you -- your eyesight's
16 not that good, M. Sahri.

17 MR SAHRI: | sit next to you.

18 MR. ALBERTI: No, you're not. You haven't
19 seen nme. Your eyesight's not that good.

20 MR SAHRI: [Inaudible 28:08].

21 MR ALBERTI: Al right. So you could today

22 walk into our office and start the paperwork to do the
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1 trade nane change.
2 MR SAHRI: And | wll, sir.
3 MR. ALBERTI: What -- what is stopping you
4 fromgoing fromhere into the office and starting that
5 process?
6 MR SAHRI: | told you I had some problem
7 1 was in North Africa for a while, and | can prove it in
8 Atlanta. And | have a girl -- Mke Stone, he was ny --
9 he has power of attorney and he's supposed to do al
10 that.
11 MR. ALBERTI: | know. What -- that's not ny
12 question. | don't care about the past.
13 MR. SAHRI: Yes, sir.
14 MR. ALBERTI: Moving forward --
15 MR SAHRI: Yeah.
16 MR. ALBERTI: -- what's to prevent you from
17 starting the process today?
18 MR SAHRI: | just got back -- | got back
19 four days ago.
20 VR, ALBERTI: Pardon?
21 MR SAHRI: | just got back four days ago.
22 MR, ALBERTI: What --
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1 MR SAHRI: | amgoing to do it.
2 MR. ALBERTI: That's fine. That's great.
3 Wl come back -- wel come back to the country. You | ook
4 well rested. That's great. What's to prevent you from
5 starting the process today?
6 MR SAHRI: | will start. Yes, sir. |
7 promise | wll start.
8 MR. ALBERTI: You'll go fromhere into the
9 office and start the process?
10 MR. SAHRI: Yes, sir. | wll do it now
11 MR. ALBERTI: kay. Geat.
12 MR. SAHRI: Yes, sir.
13 MR. ALBERTI: Because there's no need to
14  take down --
15 MR SAHRI: Well, because --
16 MR ALBERTI: You know, there's no reason to
17  back -- put up the Touchdown. And |I'm not confident
18 that Touchdown -- quite honestly --
19 MR SAHRI: Yeabh.
20 MR. ALBERTI: ~-- given that its been two
21 years and your son's known and |'msure you talk to your
22 son -- hopefully you have sonme kind of relationship with
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1 him

2 MR, SAHRI: Well, | do. | do, but --

3 MR ALBERTI: Sir, have no confidence t hat

4  the Touchdown -- Touchdown sign will actually --

5 MR SAHRI: | do, and ny son --

6 MR ALBERTI: -- let ne finish --

7 MR SAHRI: Yes, sir.

8 MR ALBERTI: -- will actually go up or stay

9 up to be honest with you. So | think that the best

10 course of action is to actually go and do what you'd

11 like whichis to -- is to change the name. All right.

12 Al right. Now, you're going to need sonme ot her

13 paperwork to update the ownership. And | --

14 MR. SAHRI: Yes, sir.

15 MR ALBERTI: And since we know about it,

16 you're on the hook to do that.

17 MR. SAHRI: Right away.

18 MR, ALBERTI: So | suggest that you start

19 that as soon as possible.

20 MR SAHRI: Yes, sir.

21 MR, ALBERTI: This week.

22 MR SAHRI: | wll do -- yes, sir.
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1 MR, ALBERTI: kay. Thank you.
2 MR. SAHRI: Yes. Yes, sir. Thank you.
3 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Any ot her questions
4 by any other board nenbers? Yes, Ms. Mller.
5 MS. MLLER | -- | just want to comment. |

6 think that M. Alberti's advice was -- was hel pful. But
7 1 -- 1 just want to be clear that you have a -- you do
8 have a choice in conpliance. You can just put up the

9  Touchdown sign.

10 MR SAHRI: Yeah. | was -- | was thinking
11 to go to this thing | was thinking | will just go ahead
12 and put -- if it's okay wwth the -- the ABC Board -- |
13 nean the alcoholic judges -- put the other -- the other
14 sign up.

15 M5. MLLER So The Board just wants you
16 to --

17 MR SAHRI: And | will --

18 M5. MLLER -- Dbe in conpliance and you --
19 MR SAHRI: And | wll be in conpliance

20 with --

21 M5. MLLER Either way you're in

22 conpliance. Either do the new paperwork or put up the
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1 old sign.
2 MR SAHRI: And | will do the paperwork for
3 the ownership and stuff | prom se.
4 M5S. MLLER Ckay. Thank you, M. Chairnman.
5 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Yes, Ms. Mller. Any
6 other questions by any other board menbers? 1| -- |
7 think, sir, the -- the -- you have -- | think one of the
8 reasons why we have this fact finding today is because
9 clearly it's -- giving you a warning, fining you, it is
10 not -- it -- it -- it doesn't appear that you're getting
11  it. So what assurances will you bring -- what will you
12 provide to The Board today that you will conply on the
13 law? And | guess based on the questions that were nade
14 by -- that were asked by M. Alberti, we now find out
15 that there is sone issue with the -- the ownership of
16 the establishnent.
17 MR. SAHRI: Yes, sir.
18 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  So what assurances is
19 it that you're providing -- can you provide The Board
20 today to state that this is what |'mgoing to do, this
21 is when I'mgoing to do it because we need to make a
22 decision. There are several -- one of the things that
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1 we can nmake -- we can do today is | think we can say

2 we're not going to take any further action based on

3 your -- your representation or we can also vote to say

4 that we're going to -- | think that we're -- we're going
5 tosendthisto --

6 MR. ALBERTI: |Its been sent -- its already

7 been sent over.

8 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Al'l right. Well --
9 MR. ALBERTI: |Its been sent over.

10 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Al'l right. So --
11 MR ALBERTI: And may | just interject

12  sonething, M. Sahri?

13 MR SAHRI: Yes, sir.
14 MR ALBERTI: If this doesn't get taken care
15 of, I -- 1 don't know what the other board nenbers w ||

16 do, but | wll advise the director to send soneone out
17 there every two weeks and cite you for a trade nane

18 wviolation until this gets taken care of.

19 MR SAHRI: Yes, sir.

20 MR ALBERTI: Al right?

21 MR SAHRI: Yes, sir.

22 MR. ALBERTI: It has been two years. You've
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1 gotten three -- you've gotten three counts agai nst you

2 for trade nane violation. So your son knows. The fact
3 that you don't know is your problem not ours. W have
4 made it abundantly clear to you -- all right -- and

5 given you every opportunity. It's your responsibility

6 to make sure your son tells you.

7 MR SAHRI: Yes, sir.

8 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Al'l right. As what |
9 was saying -- one of the things that | was saying prior
10 to is that we could refer this matter to the -- for the

11  CGovernment for themto prosecute it, but it appears that
12 it's also on that track already. So therefore you have
13 sone decisions to nmake, sir. Wat is it that you're

14 going to do to be in conpliance.

15 MR SAHRI: |I'mgoing to -- I'mgoing to --
16 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  -- with the -- wth
17  the |l aw?

18 MR SAHRI: |'mgoing to go ahead and start

19 to do it right now

20 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Al'l right. So you
21 are --
22 MR SAHRI: O today I'mgoing to go and
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1 start, take up this matter right now to be finished.

2 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Al right. Al

3 right. So any other -- any coments by any other board
4  nmenbers? Al right. Thank you, sir. W'Il|l -- thank

5 you.

6 MR. SAHRI: Thank you very nuch. Sorry.

7 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  You -- you know t he
8 decision that you need to nake. And since you're

9 here --
10 MR, SAHRI: Yes, sir.
11 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  -- then you can nake
12  those deci sions.

13 MR SAHRI: Thank you very nuch.

14 MR, ALBERTI: Thank you, investigator.

15 | NVESTI GATOR PUENTE:  You're wel cone.

16 (Wher eupon the above-entitled matter was

17  concl uded.)

18

19
20
21
22
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