HEARING 07/20/2016

RUSSIA HOUSE
1 GOVERNMENT OF THE DI STRI CT OF COLUMBI A
2 ALCOHCOLI C BEVERAGE REGULATI ON ADM NI STRATI ON
3 ALCOHOLI C BEVERAGE CONTROL BOARD
4
6 |N THE MATTER OF:
7  A&A Restaurant G oup, Inc.
8 t/a Russia House Case Number 16- PRO- 00039
9 1800 Connecticut Avenue NW
10  License Nunber 80952
11 Retailer CR
12 ANC 2D
13 PROTEST HEAR NG ( STATUS)
14 - - - < - - - o o - o oo X
15 Wednesday, July 20, 2016
16 Wher eupon, the above referenced natter canme on for
17 hearing at the Al coholic Beverage Control Board, Reeves
18 Center, 2000 14th Street, N.W, Suite 400S, Washi ngton,
19 D.C. 20009.
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1
2 CHAI RPERSON:
3 DONOVAN W  ANDERSQN, Presi ding
4
5 OTHER PERSONS PRESENT:
6
7 RUTHANNE M LLER, BOARD MEMBER
8 JAMES SHORT, BOARD MEMBER
9 M KE SI LVERSTEI N, BOARD MEMBER
10 NI CK ALBERTI, BQARD NMEMBER
11
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1 PROCEEDI NGS

2 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Good nor ni ng

3 everyone. | would like to welconme you to the

4 reqgularly -- regularly schedul ed neeting of the District

5 of Colunbia Al coholic Beverage Control Board. Please

6 know that today's hearings will be conducted in

7 accordance with D.C. Oficial Code Section 2574 of the

8 Open Meetings Act.

9 Today is July 20th, 2016. | would first

10 like to introduce nenbers of The Board with us today.

11 To ny far right is Ms. Ruthanne Mller. To ny immediate
12 right is M. Nick Alberti. To ny far left is M. Mke
13 Silverstein, and to ny imediate left is M. Janes

14  Short. M nane is Donovan Anderson. |'mthe chairman
15 of the board. The Board has five nmenbers in attendance
16 today for the conduct of business, and that constitutes
17 a quorum

18 | would like to mention two things before we
19 get started. First of all, if you have any electronic
20  devices, pagers, cell phones, or such, please nmake

21 certain that they are turned off to avoid any

22 interruption of the proceedings. Secondly, thereis a
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1 piece of paper on each table. Wen you conme forward as
2 your case is called please take a seat at the table and
3 please sign-in. Thisis to -- thisis to ensure the
4 correct spelling of your nanme for the record.
5 Additionally when you introduce yourself for the record
6 please spell your nanme aloud for the court reporter.
7 | would I'ike to note that the approxinate
8 timeis 9:39. And let ne apologize to the parties.
9 |ooked -- how!| was |ooking at the cameras outside it
10 didn't appear that anyone was here. So that's one of
11  the reasons why | was waiting because we have a |ight
12 calendar this norning. So | do appreciate that -- that
13 folks are here at 9:30. But | -- | didn't see -- it
14 didn't appear to ne that the parties were here, and so
15 that's one of the reasons | was waiting for folks to
16  show up before I come out.
17 The first case on our protest hearing status
18 calendar is Case Nunber 16-PRO 00039, the Russia House,
19 License Number 80952. WII| the parties please approach
20 and identify thenmself for the record. Ckay. | guess
21 you're not here. | was told that they are running |late
22 so |l wll recall this case.
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1 (Wher eupon, the above-entitled natter was
2 recalled.)
3 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  All right. Let's --
4 | know that one party is -- one of the reason why |I'm
5 moving on and I'mgoing to call the case later on | know
6 that the parties for the protest hearing status, they
7 had called to say they are running late. So | then --
8 we'll then nove on to our show cause hearing status.
9 The first case on our -- I"'msorry. Radiator?
10 MR GORLAND: W called, we were running
11 late.
12 CHAl RPERSON ANDERSON: Wl |, you are who?
13 MR, GORLAND: The protest against the Russia
14  House.
15 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Well, | called --
16 that was the first case | called at 9:30, and nobody
17  showed up.
18 MR. GORLAND: Yeah. Well, we -- we called
19 to let themknow that we were having --
20 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: | -- sir. Sir, |
21 called the case, no one showed up, and so therefore |
22 was -- | said fromthe -- fromthe bench it was ny
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1 understanding that they are running late. And so | wll
2 recall it. So who are you? You are the protestant?
3 MR GORLAND: Yes.
4 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  And the licensee is
5 not here? Al right. Gkay. Wuat | will do !l wll
6 give -- | will call those cases at 10:00. If the
7 licensee is not here, I will dismss the case. |
8 wll -- 1 wll dismss the case so they would have to --
9 | wll dismss the case. But |I'll give folks until
10 10:00. So I'mgoing to nmove on. Ckay. So you just
11  have a seat and we'll recall the case please. |I'm
12 sorry, Mss, you have a question?
13 MS. ASSO Yes, please. You say that you
14 wll dismss the case. But we -- we are the protestants
15 and we are here. |f we don't show up, you dismss the
16 case. But if the licensee is not there, would you
17 dism ss the case?
18 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  It's the sane
19 process, ma'am And so | said at 9:30 | wll call it --
20 | will call the case again. |If they are not here, then
21  we'll nmove forward. It's the same -- | -- all |'m doing
22 is that I'mgiving --
@der Legal Solutions 888.445.3376 www.olenderreporting.com
A Global Litigation Solutions Company 202.898.1108 Worldwide Coverage


http://www.olenderreporting.com

HEARING 07/20/2016

RUSSIA HOUSE 7
1 MR. ALBERTI: She doesn't -- she doesn't
2 understand that you mean dismss the -- the |icensee.
3 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  |' Il expl ain once
4 recall the case at 10:00.
5 MS. ASSO  Thank you.

6 (Wher eupon, the above-entitled natter was

7 recalled.)

8 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Back on the record.

9 I'mcalling protest hearing status Case Nunber

10  16-PRO- 00039, the Russia House. Wuld the parties

11 pl ease approach and identify thenself for the record

12 please. | can -- no, you stay right there. Just -- |
13 can't hear. Just state your nane. There's a sign --
14 there's a sign-in sheet that | would like for you to

15 sign in and then state your nane for the record please.
16 MS. ASSO. So ny nane is Joumana Asso. |'m
17 representing the community of residents on S Street NW
18 Phelps Place NW and Bancroft Place NWsharing the alley
19 with Russia House. And as you know we've stated in our

20 petition the issue.

21 MR. SILVERSTEIN. Pl ease speak up. | can't
22  hear you.
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1 M5. ASSO We stated the issue in our
2 petition. There is a major issue of mshandling and
3 msmanagenent of waste and rubbish which is resulting in
4 a huge nunber of rats and increasing nunber of -- nunber
5 and volune of rats going all up the alley, and the
6 situation is despicable. And we think the Russia House
7 is contributing largely to the problemalong with other
8 institutions and establishnents. But we would like to
9 tackle at this point the Russia House contribution while
10 we are handling the other establishnments in due course.
11 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Al'l right. Thank
12 you. This is just a prelimnary matter, and -- and
13 clearly it -- there's no one here fromthe Russia House
14  here, and they are applying to renew their |icense. And
15 so therefore their renewal application, because they're
16 not here, is dism ssed neaning that they would have
17 to -- they can cone back in here tonorrow and reapply.
18 But as of today because they are not here, the matter --
19 it's dismssed. Their -- their renewal is dismssed.
20 So therefore they have to start the process back over
21 again. They have to conme back to ABRA and re-file to
22 renew their license. Ckay?
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1 M5. ASSO  (kay.
2 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Al'l right.
3 MS. ASSC. Thank you, sir.
4 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Thank you very nmnuch.
5 MS. ASSO.  Thank you.
6 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Yes, sir. You have a
7 question.
8 MR. GORLAND: For the record ny nanme is
9  Shel don Corl and.
10 CHAl RPERSON ANDERSON:  Yes, sir.
11 MR. GORLAND: And | just have a question.
12 Joumana was -- was counsel fromhere or fromour ANC?
13 MS. ASSO. From the ANC.
14 MR. GORLAND: kay. If -- if M. MGovern
15 were here, we had counsel to zero in and docunent things
16 we would like himto sign off on that he's going to do
17 everything within his effort to abate the problem
18 CHAl RPERSON ANDERSON:  Ckay.
19 MR GORLAND: The fact that he's not here,
20 is this irrelevant? Wuld you like to have a copy of
21 it?
22 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  There's no -- there's
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1 no case in front of us, sir.

2 MR, GORLAND: Ckay.

3 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  So there's no case in
4 front of us. So once they renew -- if they plan to be

5 in business, then they need to reapply to renew their

6 license. They're -- they're not going to have a |license
7 because their license expired. | nean they're --

8 they'rein their renewal. And so they have to reapply
9 torenewtheir license. And then you'll -- hold on a
10 mnute. And then you'll have an opportunity to continue

11  negotiating with them Yes, M. Alberti.

12 MR, ALBERTI: So just since you brought that
13 up have you had a nediation with -- with -- with the

14  |licensee?

15 M5. ASSO Indeed we had about two or three

16  weeks ago nedi ation session here.

17 MR, ALBERTI: Ckay.

18 M5. ASSO And we've submtted yesterday a
19 list of specific actions we would Iike himto conmt to
20 in preparation for today's hearing.

21 MR. ALBERTI: kay. So as the chairnman said

22 we can't handle that here. Just but | wanted to
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1 understand whet her you knew about the nediation process.
2 And if he reapplies, the protest will -- will then be
3 in-- bereinstated. | nean so at that point you can go
4  through -- you could request another nediation at which
5 point you could present those. It's at nediation, that
6 would be the appropriate tine to present those to
7 M. MGovern.

8 M5. ASSO  (kay.
9 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Thank you very nmnuch.

10 M5. ASSO  Thank you, sir.

11 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Al'l right. Thank
12 you.

13 MS. ASSO. Thank you very nuch.

14 (Wher eupon the above-entitled matter was
15  concl uded.)

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
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