DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
+ + + + +

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL BOARD
+ + + + +
MEET ING

IN THE MATTER OF:

Paradise SV, LLC,

t/a Pizzeria Paradiso

4850 Massachusetts :

Avenue NW . Protest
Retailer CR - ANC 3D : Hearing (Status)
License No. 109295 :

Case #19-PR0O-00029

(Application to Renew
the License)

Wednesday
June, 26, 2018

The Alcoholic Beverage Control Board
met in the Alcoholic Beverage Control Hearing
Room, Reeves Building, 2000 14th Street, N.W._,
Suite 400S, Washington, D.C. 20009, Chairperson
Donovan W. Anderson, presiding.

PRESENT:

DONOVAN W. ANDERSON, Chairrperson
BOBBY CATO, JR., Member

MIKE SILVERSTEIN, Member

JAMES SHORT, Member

REMA WAHABZADAH, Member

ALSO PRESENT:

ALMA GATES, PROTESTANT, SPRING VALLEY NEIGHBORS
RUTH GRESSER, APPLICANT
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P-R-0-C-E-E-D-1-N-G-S
9:47 a.m.

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: The next case on
our calendar i1s Case Number 19-PR0O-00029,
Pizzeria Paradiso, License Number 109295.

MS. GATES: Good morning.

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: Your name?

MS. GRESSER: Ruth Gresser.

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: Good morning.
And you are the?

MS. GRESSER: Owner of Pizzeria
Paradiso.

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: Good morning.

MS. GATES: Alma Gates, representing
Spring Valley Neighbors.

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: Are you, is this
a ANC or i1s 1t a group who"s protesting the --

MS. GATES: Just protesting.

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: No, 1"m sorry.

MS. GATES: It"s not the ANC.

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: So you are the

-- so what"s your organization?

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com
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MS. GATES: The Spring Valley
Neighbors. The ones who filed --

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: Oh, this is a
group of five or more?

MS. GATES: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: Okay. That"s
why, that®"s why --

MS. GATES: That®"s why we refer to
ourselves as the Group of 5 or More.

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: Yes, ma“am. You
refer to yourself as the Group of 5.

I*m sorry, what was, 1"m sorry, what
was your name again, ma®am?

MS. GATES: Pardon?

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: What was your
name again?

MS. GATES: Alma.

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: Ms. Alma. Ms.
Gates? Ms. what, Gates?

MS. GATES: Gates.

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: Ms. Gates. Yes,

Ms. Gates, you are, you represent the Group of 5

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com
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or More, so that"s how we, we will refer to you
for you to present in a group of five or more.
All right. There Is no issue with,
there i1s no issue with all five members of the
group was at the roll call here. Am I correct?
MS. GATES: We were represented, yes.
CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: No, but I™m
saying but all five folks were there?

MS. GATES: 1 don"t think five were

here.
CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: Were you there?
MS. GATES: Yes.
CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: Well, 1"m not
trying to create issues that I am -- my board

members pointed out to me that the designated
representative --

(Pause.)

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: All right.
There are no issues.

MS. GATES: Excuse me.

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: Yes, ma®"am?

MS. GATES: At the protest hearing,

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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yes, more than five were here.

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: At the roll call
hearing that you had. But that one is the Tirst
hearing that you had is the roll call hearing.
And that"s when the Board --

MS. GATES: Yes. That"s when we were
all here.

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: Right. And the
Board agent granted the group of, | guess It was
27, but it"s the group of five or more. And you
were granted standing to move forward to protest
the matter. And i1t says that Thomas Smith i1s the
designated representative. But you"re just here
today representing the group, which is fine.

MS. GATES: Mr. Smith has a medical
board meeting today.

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: All right.
That"s fine.

All right. This matter is scheduled
for a protest hearing on August the 7th at 4:30.
Has either side participated in a protest hearing

before? 1"m not familiar with the group, so.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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Do you need me to read the
instructions or are you comfortable with the
instructions?

MS. GRESSER: 1 don"t need to.

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: I"m sorry, |1
didn®"t hear what you said.

MS. GRESSER: 1 don®"t need you to read
the iInstructions.

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: All right.

MS. GATES: I"m fine.

CHAIRPERSON ANDERSON: As I said
before, this matter is scheduled for a protest
hearing on August 7th at 4:30. And seven days
before the hearing each side iIs supposed to
disclose their documents or witnesses to each
side. And it"s mandatory that you do that.

IT you have any problems in
understanding how the process goes, if you need
any type of assistance, please contact Ms. April
Randall, our Assistant General Counsel. Her
phone number is 202-442-4353.

My goal has always been 1T the sides

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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decide to do a settlement agreement, the Board
will sign off on it. |If you can*t agree and if
you come to the, if you come to the protest
hearing, and if you want the Board to memorialize
an agreement, I will do that.

And my position has always been this
IS your neighborhood. You live iIn the
neighborhood. And so i1If you can come to an
agreement, that"s fine. |If you can"t come to an
agreement, the Board will make a decision.

I don"t have a problem making a
decision, but I think sometimes 1If you make your
own decision then both of you are happy. If the
Board makes the decision, someone is going to be
unhappy .

But we will be here to assist and
associate whichever one 1t is. But i1If we have to
have a protest hearing on August 7th at 4:30, then
we will. And we will make a decision that 1
believe that hopefully both sides will, will be
satisftied with 1f 1t goes that far.

So, 1If you continue to talk, talking,

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com
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iIT you can*"t agree we"ll see you August 7th at
4:30.

Have a great day.

MS. GRESSER: Thank you.

MS. GATES: Thank you.

(Whereupon, at 9:53 a.m., the above-

entitled matter was concluded.)

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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CERTIFICATE

This is to certify that the foregoing transcript

In the matter of: Pizzeria Paradiso

Before: DCABRA

Date: 06-26-19

Place: washington, DC

was duly recorded and accurately transcribed under

my direction; further, that said transcript is a

true and accurate record of the proceedings.

Court Reporter

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
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