
THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL BOARD 

In the Matter of: 

Debebe Addis 
t/a Mesobe Restaurant and Deli Market 

Holder ofa 
Retailer's Class CR License 

at premises 
1853 7th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20001 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

) 
) 
) 
) 

Case No.: 15-251-00224 
License No.: ABRA-81030 

Order No.: 2016-531 

Workeh Churnet, Counsel for Debebe Addis, t/a Mesobe Restaurant and Deli Market 

Maureen W. Zaniel, Senior Assistant Attorney General, on behalf of the District of 
Columbia 

BEFORE: Donovan Anderson, Chairperson 
Nick Alberti, Member 
Mike Silverstein, Member 
Ruthanne Miller, Member 
James Short, Member 

ORDER MODIFYING THE OFFER-IN-COMPROMISE 

On March 16,2016, the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board (Board) issued Board 
Order No. 2016-122, approving the Offer-in-Compromise (orC) Debebe Addis, t/a 
Mesobe Restaurant and Deli Market (Respondent), located at 1853 7'h Street, N.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20001, entered into with the Government of the District of Columbia. 
See In the Matter 0/ Debebe Addis, tla Mesobe Restaurant and Deli Market, Case No. 15-
251-00224, Board Order No. 2016-122 (March 16, 2016). 

The Order required, in part, that the Respondent shall cease the sale, service, and 
consumption of alcoholic beverages no later than midnight each day of the week. The 
Order also provided that the Respondent could petition the Board within six months for 
their consideration to remove the restriction on its hours of sales, service, and 
consumption. 
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In accordance with the Order, the Respondent appeared before the Board on 
September 21, 2016,1 for a Status Hearing to determine its compliance with the terms of 
the orc and to consider removing the curtailment on the hours of alcohol, sale, and 
consumption. Workeh Churnet, Counsel for the Respondent, apprised the Board of the 
steps the Respondent has talcen over the last six months to comply with the Board's 
Order, including ceasing alcohol at midnight. Mr. Churnet, however, stated that the 
Respondent is competitively disadvantaged relative to neighboring licensees due to its 
inability to sell alcoholic beverages after midnight. As such, Mr. Churnet asked the 
Board to remove this restriction and to allow the Respondent to return to selling alcoholic 
beverages until 3 :00 a.m. 

After hearing from the Respondent and reviewing the significant steps it has ta1cen 
to comply with the Board's Order, the Board is satisfied that the Respondent appreciates 
its responsibilities as an alcoholic beverage license holder in the District. For these 
reasons, the Board finds that the restriction placed on the Respondent's hours of sales, 
service, and consumption by Board Order No. 2016-122 is rescinded. 

ORDER 

Therefore, the Board, on this 28th day of September 2016, hereby RESCINDS 
Board Order 2016-122 only to the extent that it requires the Respondent to stop the sale, 
service, and consumption of alcohol no later than midnight each day of the week. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that all other terms of Board Order No. 2016-122 
shall remain in full force and effect. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED the Respondent shall comply with all applicable 
statutes and regulations in Title 25 of the District of Columbia Official Code and Title 23 
of the District of Columbia Municipal Regulations. 

A copy of this Order shall be sent to Counsel for the Respondent and to the 
Government. 

I Board Order No. 2016-122 provides that the status hearing is to occm on September 14, 2016. After 
issuing the Order, the Board changed the date to September 21, 2016, to accommodate its calendar needs. 
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District of Columbia 
Alcoholic Beverage Control Board 

Donovan Ande7G::hairperson 

~ -,; .. {/ 

Ruthanne Mi11e~l\tIemb;) 

, Ill, ~ 
es Short, Member 

I dissent with the Board's decision. 

Pursuant to D.C. Official Code § 25-433( d)(1), any party adversely affected may file a 
Motion for Reconsideration of this decision within ten (10) days of service of this Order 
with the Alcoholic Beverage Regulation Administration, 2000 14th Street, N.W., Suite 
400S, Washington, DC 20009. 

Also, pursuant to section 11 of the District of Columbia Administrative Procedure Act, 
Pub. 1. 90-614, 82 Stat. 1209, D.C. Official Code §2-510 (2001), and Rule 15 of the 
District of Columbia Court of Appeals, any party adversely affected has the right to 
appeal this Order by filing a petition for review, within thirty (30) days of the date of 
service of this Order, with the District of Columbia Court of Appeals, 430 E Street, N.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20001; (202/879-1010). However, the timely filing of a Motion for 
Reconsideration pursuant to 23 DCMR § 1719.1 (2008) stays the time for filing a petition 
for review in the District of Columbia Court of Appeals until the Board rules on the 
motion. See D.C. App. Rule 15(b) (2004). 
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