PUB CRAWL 03/12/2016

ABRA
1
2 GOVERNMENT OF THE DI STRICT OF COLUMBI A
3 ALCOHOLI C BEVERAGE REGULATI ON ADM NI STRATI ON
4 ALCOHOLI C BEVERAGE CONTROL BOARD
5
I T T X
7 IN THE MATTER COF:
8 Pub Craw ; Fact Finding Hearing
9 Applicant: Christine Benner
10 Date of Event: March 12, 2016
11  Event: Lindy Pronotions, LLC
12 Leprechaun Lap Bar Craw
13 Nei ghborhood: Miltiple Licensed
14 Prem ses
15 Size of Event: 2500-3000
16 - - - - - - - - e e e e e e X
17 Vednesday, February 3, 2016
18
19 Wier eupon, the above-referenced matter cane on for
20 hearing at the A coholic Beverage Control Board, Reeves
21  Center, 2000 14th Street, NW Suite 400S, Washington, D.C
22 200009.
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CHAI RPERSON:
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1
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3
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5 RUTHANNE M LLER
6 NI CK ALBERTI

7 M CHAEL SI LVERSTEI N

8 JAVES SHORT

9

10 ALSO PRESENT:

11 CHRI STI NE BENNER,

12 On behal f of Lindy Pronotions
13 VERNON LEFTW CH, ABRA | nvesti gator
14

15

16
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1 PROCEEDI NGS
2 CHAI RVAN ANDERSON:  Al'l right. W're back on the

3 fact finding hearing -- our next case is the fact finding

4 for pub craw for Christine Benner, date of event March 12,
5 2016, Leprechaun Lap Bar Crawl. Can you please identify

6 yourself for the record, please?

7 M5. BENNER  Christine Benner. Do you need me to
8 spell that? CGHRI-ST-1-NE Benner, B-EENNNE-R |I'm

9 representing Lindy Pronotions.

10 MR LEFTWCH  ABRA Investigator Vernon Leftw ch,
11 V-EERNONL-EFT-WI-CGH

12 CHAI RVAN ANDERSON:  Al'l right, M. Benner

13  You're applying for a Leprechaun Lap Bar Crawm. And | guess
14 for -- you're aware of the new emergency |egislation that
15 the board has passed; is that correct?

16 MS. BENNER  Yeah.

17 CHAI RVAN ANDERSON:  Al'l right. So can you tel

18 us just tell us alittle about the pub crawl that you're

19 asking for, and -- and what is it, if anything, you've done
20 totry to conply with the new regul ations?

21 M5. BENNER  First of all, | understand that

22 there mght be some confusion with ny rep --
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1 MR, SHORT: Speak up.
2 M5. BENNER  Yeah
3 | understand that there m ght have been sone

4  confusion with who | amfor Lindy Pronotions, that you guys
5 requested Dave Lindeneyer to be here as well.

6 M. Lindemeyer actually sold Lindy Promotions to ny conpany,
7 Junebug, last February. So he's nore just there for

8 consultation, and |'mactually the DC regional manager. So

9 | just want to let you guys --
10 MR. SILVERSTEIN. |'msorry. Wo left --
11 M5. BENNER  So Dave Lindy sold his conpany,

12  Lindy Pronotions, to our conpany, Junebug, |ast February.

13 So Dave is used nore just for consultation now, and |'m

14 actually the DC regional manager. That's why |'ve been

15 comng to these hearings, and not Dave Lindy. So | just

16 wanted to put that out there so that you guys knew who

17 was, and why Dave was not around.

18 So | am here asking for the board' s approval for
19 Lindy Promotions' 15th Annual Leprechaun Lap Bar Crawl. For
20 the past 15 years, Lindy Promotions has been DC s premer

21  pub craw producer. M. Lindeneyer even helped wite the

22  handbook for DC on how to produce pub craw s.
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1 W recently lost the board' s trust with our

2 Nghtmare on M Street Bar Crawl, and |'mgonna do everything
3 in our power to nake sure we gain that trust back. Unlike

4  some of our conpetitors, we've actually spent the last few
5 nonths strategizing bars and perfecting our pub craw

6 strategies to make sure that we don't have any incidents

7 like we had on Nightmare on M Street.

8 We've actually also fired our technol ogy conpany,
9 and have a contract pending right nowwth one that has

10 substantial software that will allow for overselling pub

11 craw s to not even be something thought about. It wll shut
12 down, actually, once 10 tickets are left; and then we'l

13 actually have to go manually in and up themso that we can
14  sell those last 10 tickets. So we won't have any issues

15 like that again.

16 W spoke with ABRA representatives as well wth

17  the new understanding to nake sure that we understand what
18 is expected of us for producing pub crawl s noving forward as
19 well. So we have read the notice of energency produced

20 rulemaking set forth, and | have inplemented this into this

21 year's pub crawl, Leprechaun Lap Bar Craw .

22 One thing that we're doing differently is the
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1 geographical area. W're not |ooking to focus only in the
2 Dupont Grcle area. W' d actually have our pub crawl be in
3 three different areas, one being the Dupont Crcle area, one
4  being Gallery Place, and one being the U Street Corridor;
5 and then we would actually sell tickets with the maxi num
6 nunber to those areas. So we would sell 1,500 tickets to
7 the Dupont area, a thousand tickets to the Gllery Place,
8 and then 500 to U Street. And so that's where that 3,000
9 number came up with. So this way we're not pushing all of
10 our participants to that one area, which was a big issue for
11  the Halloween Bar Craw .
12 MR SILVERSTEIN. Do you want to repeat those
13 nunbers again? 200 to Dupont?
14 M5. BENNER 1,500. 1,500 to Dupont, 1,000 to
15 Gallery Place, and 500 to U Street Corridor. Those would be
16  the maxi num nunber of tickets that we will sell for each
17 area, and that's where that 3,000 participants came fromare
18 those tickets.
19 W're actually starting our bar crawl earlier
20 this year. W'd be starting at noon, and registration would
21  go until seven p.m Customers would not be allowed to
22 register after seven p.m So we're pushing our custoners to
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1 come out earlier as well so that they're not interfering

2 wth the normal nightlife that happens within those areas as
3 well.

4 Anot her thing that we have changed is our litter

5 prevention plan to correlate to the newrules. The first

6 thing that we're gonna be doing is each registration is

7 actually going to have two trash cans at each registration

8 area that we're gonna be in charge of bringing, as well as

9 taking care of themafterwards. This is to kind of help

10 with some of the litter that's there at the registration

11 tine.

12 W're also -- all ny staff menbers when they

13 first arrive will have to take a picture of the registration
14 ares, like the ground, the floor, everything, send it to me
15 nyself; and then before they're allowed to | eave at the end
16 of their shift, they have to send me another picture. And
17 no one's allowed to leave until | approve that that area

18 represents what it |ooked |ike when they got there. So if
19 we have to pay people nore noney because they're staying

20 late, then that's what's gonna have to be. But we feel |ike
21 that's really efficient as to kind of -- none of our staff

22  nenbers are volunteers. They're all paid. Soif it's not
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1 the way they left it, or they left without sending me the

2 picture, then we're gonna wthhold sone of their noney as to

3 give themthe incentive to actually send that picture to us

4  Dbefore they're allowed to | eave.

5 W al so have a contract pending right nowwth a

6 janitorial conpany called First Lady Janitorial, and they

7 wll actually be taking care of all three areas that are

8 part of the bar crawl. They will be doing the streets.

9 They will be doing the sidewal ks, as well as anything that
10 they nmay need to as well. They asked that | actually do a
11 wal kthrough with themof all the different areas and point
12  out exactly what we want cleaned, and then that's what
13 they'Il put into the contract so that they know exactly what
14 they're doing so that there's no confusion between us and
15 the board or the DPW
16 W al so have security that we hire. W hire two
17  security conpanies, one being Massive Entertainnent. They
18 are in charge of IDing all of our customers before they
19 receive a wistband. The bars nust also ID all custoners to
20 neke sure that they're 21 or over. But before they' re even
21 allowed to get a wistband, we do check that they are 21 and

22 over. Massive Entertainnent also helps with crowd control
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1 And we hire Gty Security as well for all of our
2 registration areas to do crowd control. And this year we'll
3 have one supervisor in each area roamng the streets of al
4 the participating bars to make sure that there's no problem
5 where we don't actually have security guards. W're
6 hoping -- and we will talk to the supervisors as well to
7 talk about the litter issues that we've had in the past so
8 that they can kind of keep an eye on that as well. So we
9 think that that could be a huge presence of having sone kind
10  of problemthere.
11 CHAI RVAN ANDERSON:  Al'l right. M. Leftw ch?
12 MR LEFTWCH. | just have a nunber of questions,
13  but I'Il start with the nost recent. You stated that the --
14 the managers at each registration table or area will have to
15 send you a picture. In accordance to this rule, it says
16 that, "The applicant must remain at the pub crawl event to
17 superintend for the duration of the event and shoul d neither
18  purchase nor consume al coholic beverage during the event."
19 So you said that they would be sending you pictures, but you
20 would be able to see it yourself.
21 M5. BENNER:  \Well, ['ll be at one area. | can't
22 be at all three registration areas. So | asked themto send
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1 nme the pictures so | could see it as well. [It's kind of
2 hard to travel fromDupont to Gallery Place, and so | don't
3 want to have one teamthat may have everything cl eaned up,
4 ready, waiting potentially 45 mnutes for me to try and get
5 wuptoadifferent area. But | will beinthe District the
6 day of.
7 MR LEFTWCH  Ckay.
8 M5. BENNER  But because we have three
9 registrations, that nakes it difficult.
10 MR LEFTWCH  That brings me to ny next
11  question. The rule also states, "For the purposes of this
12 section, a pub crawl event shall be defined as an organized
13  group of establishnents wthin walking distance which
14  participate in the promotion of the event, features the sale
15 or service of alcoholic beverages during the specific tine
16 period." So you stated that you wouldn't be able to walk
17 from Dupont to U Street and Gallery Place. So do you fee
18 that that fits the requirenents of a pub craw ?
19 M5. BENNER So it would kind of necessarily,
20 guess, be then three pub crawls within one larger pub craw.
21 It would all be the Leprechaun Lap Pub Crawl, but it woul d
22 be broken up into three different areas. Does that answer
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1 your question?

2 MR LEFTWCH: It answers ny question, but |

3 still don't think that -- that neans you woul d be having

4  three different pub craw s, and your application is for one
5 pub craw, and not three different pub craws.

6 M5. BENNER: Yes. | do nention the different

7 areas in our --

8 MR LEFTWCH | see --

9 MR ALBERTI: Investigator, just FYl, I'll follow

10 up on that.

11 MR LEFTWCH  Ckay.
12 M5. MLLER 1'd like to too.
13 MR LEFTWCH And so in regard to some of the

14  establishments, there are a nunber of overlapping

15 establishments for this specific date. And | will start

16 wth do you know that Penn Social, RFD, Red Line, Jackpot,
17 and Penn Quarter Sports Tavern are all participating in DC
18 Leprecraw ?

19 M5. BENNER: | was not aware of that, no.

20 MR LEFTWCH Ckay. And that's on the sane date
21 as March 12, 2016.

22 Al'so in regards to Penn Social, which is a part
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1 of your establishnments, their settlement agreenment states,
2 "The licensee will not make its prem ses available to
3 non-enployee pronoters for presentation of advertised
4 parties or events intended to generate profit for such
5 pronoters. However, such latter restrictions shall not
6 preclude the licensee fromclosing its premses to the
7 general public fromtime to tine in order to accommodate
8 invitation-only private functions." And fromny
9 understanding, this wouldn't be just a private function; it
10 would be a pronotional event.
11 M5. BENNER  Correct.
12 MR LEFTWCH So based off of this, | don't
13 think they would be able to participate.
14 M5. BENNER. Those bars are potential bars who
15 would like to be on the craw --
16 MR. LEFTWCH  kay.
17 M5. BENNER: -- not necessarily this is who wll
18 be participating in the craw.
19 MR. LEFTWCH  kay.
20 M5. BENNER So I'mjust putting that out there
21  as well.
22 MR LEFTWCH Al right. So would you like a
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1 list of -- because there a few other establishnents that are
2 also participating in another, or are supposed to be

3 participating in another bar crawl as well on that same

4 date; and those establishnents, again, are Red Line,

5 Jackpot, Penn Quarter, and RFD

6 MS. BENNER  Ckay.

7 MR LEFTWCH  Ckay.

8 M5. BENNER  Yeah

9 MR. LEFTWCH  And also the concern with -- here

10  you have listed as Handsome Cock, but we don't even -- that
11 tradename isn't even -- hadn't even been approved by the
12 Dboard for themto operate as that. So we have them as

13  Touchdown. So that establishnment nay not be able to

14  participate either.

15 M5. BENNER (Ckay. | will make that note. Thank
16  you.
17 MR LEFTWCH And lastly, in regards to your

18 security plan, based on your geographical three different
19 locations, if you just have -- here it says, "and one
20  supervisor roamng in the areas of the participating bars.”

21  So if something was to happen in Gallery Place or Dupont --

22 M5. BENNER  There woul d be a supervisor at each
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1 area. So, like, there would be one at Dupont, on in Gallery
2 Place, and one on U Street Corridor

3 MR LEFTWCH  Ckay. That isn't very clear, but

4 now -- thank you for explaining that.

5 M5. BENNER | apologize if that was not clear.

6 MR LEFTWCH Hmhm | think that's all of ny

7 questions.

8 CHAI RVAN ANDERSON:  Questions by board nenbers?
9 M. Alberti?
10 MR ALBERTI: So | want to ask questions about

11 these three separate areas.

12 M5. BENNER  Hm hm

13 MR ALBERTI: | buy a ticket for Dupont. Do

14 get to walk up to U Street?

15 M5. BENNER If you would like to, yes, you can.
16 MR ALBERTI: Ckay. So | can go anywhere in this
17 pub crawl for ny ticket?

18 MS5. BENNER That's correct, yes. You nust

19 register, though, at that bar that you purchased the ticket
20 for. Qur scanners will not accept it at any other |ocation

21 besides that one |ocation.

22 MR ALBERTI: So it restricts you to where you
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1 can --
2 M5. BENNER: That's correct.
3 MR ALBERTI: It restricts you only to where you

4 can check in?

5 M5. BENNER: That's correct.

6 MR ALBERTI: That's inportant to know. Al

7 right.

8 I nvestigator Leftwi ch, you said -- what was --

9 what was the nane of the other pub craw that's been

10  approved?

11 MR LEFTWCH. DC Leprecraw .

12 MR ALBERTI: Leprecrawl. And can you tell ne
13 the list of establishnents for that again?

14 MR LEFTWCH. The overlapping, or all of the
15 establishments?

16 MR ALBERTI: The overlapping, because |'m not
17 sure | see the overlap. But go ahead -- go with the

18  overl ap.

19 MR LEFTWCH. Penn Soci al .

20 MR ALBERTI: | don't see Penn Social -- do | see

21 Penn Social on --

22 MR LEFTWCH Penn Social is on the second page
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1 of the list of proposed establishnents, second fromthe top
2 on the right-hand side.

3 MR, ALBERTI: Hang on a second.
4 CHAI RVAN ANDERSON:  Yeah. It's on there. This
5 page --
6 MR ALBERTI: What am | |ooking at?
7 CHAI RVAN ANDERSON:  You're | ooking at this page.
8 MR ALBERTI: So what's this page then?
9 So I''m1looking at appendumtwo. It's got a list
10 of places. Wiat's -- what's the other -- what's the
11 appendum one, Al? \What's the difference between appendum Al
12 and appendum A2? Again, |'mnot very quick-witted up here
13 so --
14 M5. BENNER One is the list of the bars, and one
15 is the map of the --
16 MR. ALBERTI: One is the -- one is the list of
17  the bars?
18 MS5. BENNER Correct, the potential -- potentia
19  bars.
20 MR, ALBERTI: And --
21 M5. BENNER  And one is the map of the potentia
22 Dbars as well.
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1 MR ALBERTI: But -- but it doesn't list all the
2 bars that are on appendum one.
3 M5. BENNER The map doesn't have the nanes of
4 them no. | couldn't -- no.
5 MR ALBERTI: Ckay. So which ones do | go by?
6 M5. BENNER As it -- they're both potential, but
7 the list of bars.
8 MR ALBERTI: Ckay. Al right. Al right.
9 Fine. | gotcha.
10 MR LEFTWCH  Wuld you like the --
11 MR. ALBERTI: No. | think we'll get that from
12 our rep -- | don't want to waste tine. And you can give it
13 to us at the end of the hearing, but | appreciate you noting
14 that for us. W will take it formyou at the end.
15 Do you have hours?
16 MS. BENNER  Yes.
17 MR ALBERTI: | don't quite understand your
18 application. Ckay, hours. Hours of the event are 12 p.m
19 to seven p.m?
20 M5. BENNER For the registration. The event
21 would go fromnoon until m dnight.
22 MR ALBERTI: Until what?
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1 M5. BENNER:  Until mdnight. Fromnoon until
2 mdnight will be the actual event.
3 MR ALBERTI: So you heard ne get upset with the
4  previous people. It doesn't say that here, unless |I'm
5 mssing sonething. The actual hours of the event, it says
6 12 p.m to seven p.Mm
7 M5. BENNER: It has on our letter, our forna
8 letter --
9 MR ALBERTI: | don't care. The applicationis
10 what rules with ne.
11 M5. BENNER  Ckay.
12 MR ALBERTI: That's what our investigators are
13 gonna use; and, if we approve you, you're in trouble,
14  because your application doesn't say it.
15 M5. BENNER: |'Il nake that note.
16 CHAI RMAN ANDERSON:  That's on page two --
17 MR ALBERTI: | know, but the applicationis -- |
18 don't care what acconpanies it. The application is the
19 application. | expect the application to be correct,
20  because that's what our investigators use, and that's what
21  we use as a legal docunent if we find someone operating
22  afterwards.
@der Legal Solutions 888.445.3376 www.olenderreporting.com
A Global Litigation Solutions Company 202.898.1108 Worldwide Coverage


http://www.olenderreporting.com

PUB CRAWL 03/12/2016
ABRA 19

1 How many tickets, maxi num number of tickets you
2 wll sell?

3 MS. BENNER: 3, 000.

4 MR ALBERTI: Because | explained to -- | don't
5 think |'ve spoken to you since -- since the new rules went
6 into effect. Wen we say --

7 MS. BENNER. No, sir.

8 MR ALBERTI: Well, | think everyone up here is
9 in agreenent, when we say the maximum nunber, that's the
10 maxi mum nunber of tickets; not the maxi mum nunber of

11  participants, nmaxi mum nunber of tickets. So if you expect
12 only 95 percent of the people to come who bought tickets,

13 that's on you. You'll only get that many, but your maximum

14 nunber is the maxi mum nunber of tickets you will sell. Al
15 right?

16 MS. BENNER.  Yes.

17 MR ALBERTI: You've already spoken to how you're

18 going to control that.

19 \What do you get for your noney?

20 MS. BENNER: The custoner -- tickets start at

21  $10. They go up to $20. And they get a wistband. It's a

22 green Coors Light wistband, which we'll be using this year
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1 They get a koozie. In the past we've used cups, but we

2 found that cups actually get left on the ground a [ ot nore

3 than koozies, which you can hide in a bag or put in your

4  pocket. And then they get a nap, but we're actually only

5 printing out half the maps this year, as we're also enailing
6 maps to all of our customers prior to the event so that they
7 wll have it electronically as to kind of help prevent some
8 of that litter as well.

9 MR ALBERTI: Do you get free adm ssion to any

10 place that has a cover charge?

11 M5. BENNER  You get free admssion into all the
12 participating bars that are on the map, as well as specials,
13 which are $3 Coors Light, $4 Blue Mon, $4 Summer Shandys.
14 MR ALBERTI: Assum ng that your event would go

15 to 12 a.m, if | showed up at 12:30 or 12:15 at an

16  establishment that has a cover charge, are they gonna waive

17 it?

18 M5. BENNER No. You woul d have to pay.

19 MR. ALBERTI: And | ask so that we know that
20 all -- everything associated with -- every benefit

21 associated with your pub crawl ends at what it says it does.

22 MS. BENNER  That's correct.
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1 MR ALBERTI: Al right. You have a pretty

2 diverse, pretty w de-ranging map here. How -- how are you
3 gonna describe the area to be cleaned up on the U Street

4  portion of this?

5 M5. BENNER. That's why | would do the

6 wal kthrough with the janitorial conpany thensel ves.

7 MR ALBERTI: So have you thought about what

8 areas would get cleaned up?

9 M5. BENNER: It would be all the areas. W
10 wusually work -- we work with U Street wth like a -- Sud
11  House is our registration. So it's nostly the street and
12  the sidewal k, the patio areas.
13 MR ALBERTI: \Were?
14 M5. BENNER: Associated with all of the bars that
15 wll be part of the craw.
16 MR ALBERTI: | got the corner of -- what's that,
17  Vernont? Yeah, | guess that's Vermont and U Street. Does

18 that get cleaned up?

19 MS. BENNER  Yes.

20 MR ALBERTI: How do you specify that to the

21  conpany?

22 M5. BENNER. We will do a giant -- we'll kind of
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1 put our heads in the customer standpoint, and any spot that
2 the customer may potentially be walking to get frombar to
3 bar, that will be within the cleanup area, and that is what
4 me and the First Lady Janitorial Conpany will walk, and what
5 | will point out that needs --

6 MR. ALBERTI: So tell ne what area that is. |

7 don't want to put words in your mouth. You tell ne. What

8 areais that?

9 MS. BENNER: So it wll be the U Street Corridor,
10 which is -- | believe that the last bar that we have on
11  there -- | don't know the exact area, but it would be --
12 MR ALBERTI: Al right. So -- you know, | kind

13  of put you on the spot.

14 M5. BENNER  Yes.

15 MR. ALBERTI: For future reference, | would be

16 rmore confortable if you would cone in know ng that when you
17 got here, because it's not -- you know, it's not sonething
18 that's iffy. You guys -- your conpany has set the area. So

19  when you cone in here, you gotta know what area needs to get

20 cleaned up. That areaisn't -- it's not really in flux.

21 M5. BENNER | understand.

22 MR ALBERTI: So, you know, it's not something
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1 that you should still be thinking of, you know, what conpany
2 you mght go to, sone of those aspects of that contract.

3 But what area needs to get cleaned up should be part of your
4 plan fromday one. So we're gonna need to know that before
5 this event, if it gets approved, goes off, gets off the

6 starting bl ocks.

7 You heard me ask this question of the other

8 estab -- of the other organization, conpany. Thoughts on

9 overlapping establishnents?

10 M5. BENNER  So you guys shoul d have a copy of

11  our contract, which all the bars must sign before they even
12 get put on any of our advertising, so any naps, before

13 they're listed on our websites, everything. And in that it
14 states that they're only allowed to participate in our bar
15 crawl. Any conpany that breaks that -- we're constantly

16  checking every other pub craw's websites to make sure that

17  that doesn't happen -- they will be kicked of f w thout

18 questions, without -- they will just be renoved from all
19 [listings.

20 MR ALBERTI: Ckay. | still have this dilemmma.
21 I'mstruggling with this. [|'ve got three bar craw s here

22 that there's significant overlap. You know, it's a matter
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1 of -- when do you have to finalize your advertisenment?
2 M5. BENNER So we can constantly change our
3 advertisement. |f something is amended from whether a bar
4 is taken off or whatnot, we actually send an enail blast out
5 to all of our custoners letting themknow that that change
6 has happened. That's to kind of help with some of that
7 confusion prior to the event.
8 MR ALBERTI: How |late can you do that?
9 M5. BENNER  Up until an hour before the event.
10 MR ALBERTI: So ny dilema is, you know, we get
11  people expecting certain bars to be in their price of
12 adm ssion, and they may not be because -- it's gonna be a
13 nightmare. You know, this is -- this is ny dilemm.
14  They're expecting -- people are expecting to go into a bar
15 and get certain drinks. The bars will probably accommodate
16 themeven though -- so bar X may not have your |icense up,
17  but they' Il accommopdate your pub crawl because they know
18 about it and it's good for their business. And | don't know
19 what to do about that.
20 M5. BENNER If a bar won't put up our |icense,
21 we will not have themon any of the maps. And if, Cod
22 forbid, a bar does decide to go with another pub craw
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1 company, we'll hire an extra security guard fromeither City
2 or Massive and actually place themat that venue to nake

3 sure that none of our wistbands are being let in and to

4  kind of help answer any questions that customers m ght have
5 totry and help with that flow of things.

6 MR ALBERTI: I'Il ask you a question which

7 others may not understand, but would you be willing to

8 supply us with wistbands?

9 M5. BENNER O course.

10 MR. ALBERTI: GCkay. | have no further questions.
11 CHAI RVAN ANDERSON: M. Short?

12 MR SHORT: Good afternoon. |'mgoing to ask

13 about the litter plan. You say you read and understand --

14 you read and understand the requirenents, correct?

15 M5. BENNER  That's correct.

16 MR SHORT: Tell me what you understand about

17 them and what have you done in regards to the litter plan.
18 M5. BENNER So | understand there's a | ot of

19 edits actually in this conpared to what had been in the

20 past. The biggest issue is you guys now have nore control

21 over the pub craw itself, how many participants it is --

22 MR SHORT: | just want you to answer questions
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1 about litter, please.

2 M5. BENNER  Ch, sorry.

3 MR, SHORT: \What have you done about litter?

4  \Wat -- tell ne what your litter plan is, what you

5 understand, and what you've done.

6 M5. BENNER Hmhm So our litter plan is going

7 to be we'll have two trash cans at all registration areas --

8 MR SHORT: Ckay.
9 MS. BENNER. -- to try and help --
10 MR, SHORT: You understand the -- in our rules we

11 don't say anything about two cans, or three cans, or 15, or
12 20, or a hundred cans.

13 kay. If -- let me do this, because apparently
14 you -- it states here that you are to file a litter renoval
15 plan at least 45 days prior to the event with the District
16  Department of Public Works. \Wat have you done in that

17  regards?

18 M5. BENNER Wé --

19 MR, SHORT: Have you contacted the Department of
20  Public Wrks?

21 M5. BENNER No, sir. | was waiting until we
22 got --
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1 MR SHORT: GCkay. No, no. Not a problem Your
2 days are running out, even if it was approved, so then

3 you -- then you'll say, well, | didn't have enough time;

4 was doi ng other things.

5 The litter plan to me is very, very urgent and

6 very inmportant. As | explained to the other panelist before
7 you, the citizens of Washington D.C. pay a |lot of noney to
8 keep our streets clean. 1've had a chance to travel around
9 the world twice, and | used to be very proud of how clean
10 this city used to be. W want business in DC. W want

11  people to cone and enjoy thenselves here, but don't |eave
12 your litter here without paying sonething or get it -- get
13 it cleaned up. So if you haven't talked to DPW have you
14 made a contract wth anyone?

15 M5. BENNER W have one pending of your approva

16 of the bar crawl with First Lady Janitorial.

17 MR SHORT: Do you have a copy of that we can

18 see?

19 M5. BENNER  Not yet, because it's still pending.

20 MR, SHORT: Pendi ng?

21 M5. BENNER Right.

22 MR SHORT: kay. And so it's been described
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1 that you're having three pub craws in one?

2 M5. BENNER  Yes.

3 MR, SHORT: Pub crawl is supposed to be a

4 wal kable event. So if I'min your pub crawm and |'min

5 Chinatown, it would be easy for ne after | hit the first

6 three bars to walk over to Dupont Grcle.

7 M5. BENNER Well, we would pronote the Metro,

8 Uber. W'Il have a deal with themas well, as well as a cab
9 conpany within DC to help bring custoners down that way.

10  Qur thought is that that's gonna not cause so nuch chaos in

11 one area. As participants are comng from@Gallery Pl ace,

12 other customers will be |eaving Dupont or be going home for

13 the day --

14 MR SHORT: What tine of -- will that be during

15 rush hour, or what time of day would that be they're getting

16  on the subway?

17 M5. BENNER So registration is fromnoon until
18  seven.
19 MR. SHORT: So in between that time we have rush

20 hour in Washington. So --

21 M5. BENNER  -- yes.
22 MR SHORT: -- you got people that are drinking
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1 and partying and then they're getting on the subway and |
2 know you had nentioned -- | don't know if you do know, but
3 we've had sonme incidents of people intoxicated falling onto

4 the tracks.

5 M5. BENNER | was not aware of that, no.
6 MR SHORT: Oh, you weren't aware of that? But
7 that was in the news. But I'll just sinply say this, public

8 safety-wise, people traveling fromthose distances, | as a

9 board menber have a certain situation with that, but if you
10 don't have a problemwth it, you -- you -- had you thought
11 it out about maybe having three different pub craws in

12 these areas, instead of having them consolidated?

13 M5. BENNER W have. We feel customers don't

14 like that as nuch as -- they then feel very limted. But if
15 that's a suggestion that the board has, we'll definitely put
16 that in --

17 MR SHORT: You don't -- you don't -- you're

18 doing this, so you do it the way you want to do it. But the
19 bottomline is when you do cone to us, we want you to have
20 | ooked over all the rules and regs. Wat we did |ast year
21 we can't continue to do. The litter plan is very urgent and

22  inportant to nyself and -- and | can't speak for the other
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1 Dboard nenmbers, but it's in there for a reason. Again, it

2 costs a lot of money to keep our streets clean. So when

3 persons decide to come here from New York, or wherever el se,
4 and nake their bundle of noney and just |eave our city

5 trashed and go back, | have a problemwth that. So if you
6 haven't started working on your litter plan yet, when do

7 you -- when do you plan on doing that?

8 M5. BENNER Once | got kind of a better

9 understanding on where the board was at, they were going to
10 send ne over the litter plan.

11 MR. SHORT: Okay. | think -- | think you'll have

12 a better idea the next time you see us. But, at any rate,

13 I'"Il just say this.

14 Wiere is DPWIocated? Do you have any idea.

15 MS. BENNER: | do not know.

16 MR SHORT: It's inthe plan. It'sinthis

17 buil ding.

18 M5. BENNER  Ckay. Well, then do you know what

19 tine they close?

20 MR SHORT: Excuse ne?

21 M5. BENNER Do you know what time they close?

22 MR SHORT: | would think around 4:45. You m ght
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1 have tine to get up there today.

2 M5. BENNER Well, then if | can make it, ['II
3 definitely -- if not, 1'll stop by there tonorrow
4 MR SHORT: | think -- | think that would be a

5 great idea, because basically if you' re gonna develop a plan
6 and you're gonna get contracts and things, if you know who
7 you're dealing with, then the next tine I wish -- you'd

8 better say to me, | talked to so and so and so and so at

9 DPW and here's some of the conversation we had; here are
10 the forms they gave ne; here's sone things that -- here's
11 some things |'mworking on so that | don't have a probl em
12 wth the comunity after | have ny pub craw.

13 M5. BENNER | understand, and | wll.

14 MR SHORT: (kay. So and you said you' re gonna
15 have how many tickets?

16 M5. BENNER 3, 000.

17 MR SHORT: \What assurances can you give this

18 board that that's all you're gonna sell?

19 MS. BENNER: Because of the fact that we know we
20 already lost the board' s trust; and if we |ose that gain,

21  we're not having another pub crawml within this area and --

22 MR SHORT: And for the record, how did you | ose
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1 that?
2 MS. BENNER: By overselling tickets.
3 MR SHORT: How many did you oversell?
4 M5. BENNER. W oversold by 3, 000.
5 MR SHORT: 3,000 by m stake?
6 M5. BENNER. By a technical error, yes, which we
7 have fixed. W actually, as | stated earlier, have gotten
8 rid of that technol ogy conmpany and are working wth another
9 one that that is not possible.
10 MR SHORT: Ckay. Now, if by chance someone were
11 toillegally start selling tickets, don't talk to us, don't
12 do anything, and they just nove right in on your -- on
13 your -- what actions would you take?
14 M5. BENNER: |'mnot sure | understand the
15 question. Soneone --
16 MR SHORT: If there was an illegal pub craw,
17 and you found out they were selling tickets the same day or
18 the sanme night, or the same evening that you were doing --
19 M5. BENNER. | have a pretty good rel ationship
200 with M. Bill Hagger. Hmand | actually send a few enmails
21  weekly to each other just kind of keeping up with what's --
22 MR SHORT: What action woul d you take?
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1 M5. BENNER | would definitely |et himknow the
2 second | --
3 MR, SHORT: [Inmediately, correct?
4 M5. BENNER  Exactly, yes. Yes, sir.
5 MR. SHORT: | think last event we found out that

6 doesn't work too well if we don't turn those people in.
7 M5. BENNER | will definitely -- know ng going

8 forward that that's what you're | ooking for, wthout a doubt

9 wll et somebody on the board or a representative of ABRA
10  know.

11 MR SHORT: Well, we'll trust you to do that.

12 M5. BENNER  That's fine.

13 MR. SHORT: That's all | have, M. Chair. Thank
14 you.

15 CHAI RVAN ANDERSON:  Thank you.

16 Any ot her questions by -- yes, Ms. Mller?

17 M5. MLLER | just have a few. Ckay. This is

18 ny biggest concern today. It |ooks |ike we have two pub
19 crawl applications at |least for the Dupont Circle area

20 overlapping around the same tine. So ny question is, you
21  know, not to put you on the spot, but just to ask you, you

22  have a pub craw proposed for three different neighborhoods,
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1 not just one. So would you -- do you know whether you woul d

2 consider having your pub crawl in the other two

3 nei ghborhoods and not Dupont Circle or would -- | nean,

4 would it still be viable? Wuld you still -- would you do
5 that or --

6 MS. BENNER: | think the issue becomes there's

7 also the pub crawl in, like, the Chinatown area, which is

8 ~closeto --

9 M5. MLLER  There's another one in Chinatown
10 too?

11 M5. BENNER  Yeah

12 M5. MLLER \Well, there we go. kay.

13 M5. BENNER  Dupont Circle, obviously there's a

14  reason both conpanies would like to do their pub craw

15 there. It has bars that are very convenient for walking
16  distance, as well as sone pretty big name bars, not to say
17 that the other two areas do not --

18 M5. MLLER  Ckay.

19 M5. BENNER -- but it is a favorite, which is

20  why everybody's looking to have it there.

21 MS. MLLER Ckay.
22 M5. BENNER So we would prefer to continue. W
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1 have very good relationships with a |ot of those bars down

2 there where we work with themactually 365 days of the year

3 conpared to just these crams. And so we feel our

4 relationships wwth themare very well, and we do bring a | ot

5 of business to them

6 M5. MLLER So | believe | heard the other

7  conpany say that when this happened at sonme point in tine

8 another year where there was a conflict with another pub

9 craw organization they worked out separate dates. |s that

10 something you see as a possibility in this case?

11 M5. BENNER | have no problemreaching out to

12 another conpany. Al the pub crawl conpanies -- | spoke

13 wth another one, actually, yesterday and just -- | nean, we

14 all obviously think we want the dates closest to the event,

15 but I'mnot opposed by no neans of having a conversation,

16  seeing what we can work out.

17 M5. MLLER Ckay. Do you think -- | can't --

18 think you may have been asked this question before, but |

19 just want to get your answer. Do you think that the three

20 nei ghborhoods are wal king di stance of each other, or not

21  really?

22 M5. BENNER |'ve wal ked fromU Street to Dupont
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1 Dbefore --
2 M5. MLLER Right.
3 M5. BENNER -- without kind of an issue.

4 Gallery Place is a little bit farther away, which is why |
5 did suggest the Metro, which naybe now we'll |ook into

6 different ways. W do have proposals out to Uber and Lift,
7 both technol ogy conpanies that get you rides, to kind of

8 have deals with them

9 The other one is alittle bit farther away, which
10  does kind of question whether or not it's wal king distance.
11 Is it possible; yes.

12 M5. MLLER Ckay. And | nmean | -- not -- not to
13  Dbe -- well, kind of to be technical or legal, I think that
14  we've defined a pub crawl as being a wal king di stance

15 establishments of each other. So that -- how do you address
16 that, if you're just not -- do you --

17 MS5. BENNER | do understand the technicality of
18 it. Qur thought with putting everything on one application
19 was to be open and up front with the board, and also not to
20 waste any of the board' s tine with comng in wth different
21 permts asking for, instead of just kind of put everything

22 out there on one since this is what we're looking to do. |If
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1 you feel that because Gallery Place is not necessarily
2 wthin walking distance that it should be on a different
3 permt, well, then | will go ahead and file another permt
4  for that pub craw .
5 M5. MLLER Ckay. When you said that if it
6 turned out that a place that was originally gonna
7 participate with you but has since then decided to
8 participate wth sonebody else, you'd put a guard at their
9 front -- security guard at their front door?
10 M5. BENNER That's correct.
11 M5. MLLER Do you think you could do that? |
12 nean, it's -- it's not your property. It's the --
13 M5. BENNER W have security guards constantly,
14 like | mentioned, | mean the supervisors wal king constantly.
15 So if the venue has an issue with us necessarily stationing
16  sonebody out there, we can have themkind of within that
17 vicinity --
18 M5. MLLER  Ckay.
19 M5. BENNER -- and kind of |ook to see if
20 there's a issue being there. | can also hire another
21  nmanager staff to be there as well to just kind of deflect
22 some of those customer conplaints.
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1 MS. MLLER Ckay. D d you say how many security
2 persons you're having, or what's your formula, or --

3 M5. BENNER Hmhm W do -- depending on the

4  size of the venue, we do a mninumof two ID checkers from
5 Massive Entertainment, and we do two security guards from

6 City Security. Soit's a total of four security guards, two
7 of which are in charge of checking IDs. The other two are
8 there for crowd control. |If it's a bigger venue and we're
9 expecting nore customers, that can go up to about five from
10  Massive, and about five fromGty Security as well,

11  equalling 10 at one venue.

12 M5. MLLER Up to 10 at a participating

13 establishment?

14 MS5. BENNER That's correct. W just hire for

15 the registration. The venue hires the --

16 M5. MLLER Oh, you nmean at the registration --
17 M5. BENNER  That's correct.
18 M5. MLLER -- you'd have 10, not at -- not at

19 an individua
20 M5. BENNER: No, no, no, not at --
21 M5. MLLER Ckay. Got it. Thank you. Ckay.

22  Lady Janitorial Service, how did you find thenf
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1 M5. BENNER  First Lady Janitorial?
2 M5. MLLER First Lady, yeah
3 M5. BENNER We've done a lot of research just on

4  conpanies. It's kind of hard to find a cleaning conpany

5 that would work with doing the streets and the sidewal ks

6 necessarily to what we want it, as well as somebody that

7 would be willing to cone out early in the morning on a

8 weekend. And they had the best reviews on Yelp, on Google.
9 And there was another --

10 M5. MLLER Wat kind of -- what kind of events
11 have they done? Do you know?

12 M5. BENNER  They've done a few festivals. |

13 don't have the exact names fromthenm but, if you would

14 like, 1'd be nore than happy to get like a letter of

15 reference fromthemto send to you

16 M5. MLLER Ckay. So, you know, when

17 M. Al berti was looking at the map with you, | thought --
18 found it a little daunting too to figure out, |ike, which
19 whole streets are you gonna cover or whatever. So | can
20 appreciate that you didn't have an answer necessarily, but
21 at this point -- and | thought it was useful that the

22 previous pub craw er said, you know, if they're working with
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1 the BID, then they kind of know what areas the Bl D nakes

2 sure would want to be covered, and those are the areas. |'m
3 not sure, you know, how you're gonna nake sure you've got

4  covered the right areas, but | can appreciate that you m ght
5 not know the answer right now But at |east now you know,

6 you know, what -- what you're gonna have to decide.

7 M5. BENNER And that will definitely cone nore

8 into play as the bars sign up and we know exact|y which bars
9 are part of our craw .

10 MB. MLLER Right.

11 M5. BENNER | don't want to sit here and tel

12 you an answer and that bar not be on board, and it not be
13  necessary for us to necessarily clean that area.

14 M5. MLLER Right. And this is a new obligation
15 that's being, you know, inposed on you all. And |'msure
16 you are just trying to think in your mnd, at |east make

17  sure you have enough time to get the information and give it
18 to us, etcetera. Ckay. And your hours were what?

19 M5. BENNER  Registration is fromnoon unti

20 seven p.m The event itself is fromnoon until m dnight.

21 M5. MLLER Mdnight, okay. | thought | saw one

22 a.m in here sonewhere, but it's mdnight?
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1 M5. BENNER. That's correct.

2 M5. MLLER Al right. Gkay. Thank you very

3 much.

4 M5. BENNER. M pleasure.

5 (A discussion was held off the record.)

6 CHAI RVAN ANDERSON:  Can you -- can you wait

7 around for about five mnutes, or do you have to | eave?

8 Ckay. Al right.

9 Any ot her questions?

10 | -- this is not a part of the case. | just want

11 to neke a statement. This is not an order or a

12 recomendation. |t appears there's one, two, three, four

13  pub crawl operators in the room And so | just want to say

14 that, rather than the board telling you what establishment

15 can or can't participate in your -- in your pub craws,

16  maybe you guys need to figure out what pub craws -- when

17  you're gonna have pub craw s, and choose the establishments

18 so the board doesn't have to tell you that we have anot her

19 group that got a license or is applying for one, that these

20 establishnents are there and our regul ations say you can.

21 That's all | just want to say; that since you're here, you

22  know who each other are, it would -- don't let us tell you
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1 who can participate in your pub crawm. You -- you guys can
2 decide amongst yourself what is it that you want to do so

3 when the board gets it, then we don't have to be picking and
4  choosing for that. Gkay. That's all | needed to say. You
5 can do your thing. Al right.

6 Al'l right. Any other questions by any of the

7 board nenbers?

8 (No response heard.)

9 CHAI RVAN ANDERSON:  Ckay. Hearing none --

10 Yes, M. Leftw ch?

11 MR LEFTWCH  Just for clarity, Ms. Brenner had

12 referenced the letter that she submtted to the board in

13 regards to the hours, and the hours here say 12 p.m to one
14 a.m So | just wanted everyone to be very clear that she
15 verbally said it's 12 to 12.

16 MS. BENNER: That shoul d have been anended. |

17  apol ogi ze about that.

18 MR. ALBERTI: So she -- what she should do

19 imediately is amend her application.

20 CHAI RVAN ANDERSON: Wl |, the application has to

21  be amended so the actual hours can be on the front page.

22 MR ALBERTI: Right. So maybe we should pass
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1 that down to her. She can anmend it now and initial it so

2 we're dealing with -- there's no question of what we're

3 dealing wth.

4 CHAI RVAN ANDERSON:  Right. So anend what the --
5 because | think you only have the registration on the front
6 page. So you can put the actual tinme of the application.

7 Al'l right. The board will take the matter under
8 advisement, and you will get a decision today. As

9 Chairperson of the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board for the
10 District of Colunbia and accordance wth DC O ficial Code
11 Section 2574(b) of the Open Meetings Act, | nove that ABC
12 Dboard hold a closed neeting for the purpose of seeking |egal
13  advice fromour counsel on the application fromChristine
14 Benner regarding Leprechaun Lap Bar Crawl pursuant to DC
15 Oficial Code Section 2574(b)(4) of the Open Meetings Act
16  and deliberation upon the application for Christine Benner,
17  Leprechaun Lap Bar Craw for the reasons cited in DC

18 Oficial Code Section 2574(b)(13) of the Open Meetings Act.

19 |Is there a second?

20 MS. M LLER  Second.

21 CHAl RVAN ANDERSON:  Ms. M Il er seconded the

22 nmotion. | wll nowtake a roll call vote on the notion
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1 before us nowthat it has been seconded.
2 Ms. MIller?
3 M5. MLLER  Approve.
4 CHAI RVAN ANDERSON: M. Al berti?
5 MR ALBERTI: Approve.
6 CHAI RMAN ANDERSON: M. Short ?
7 MR, SHORT: Approve.
8 CHAI RMAN ANDERSON: M. Silverstein?
9 MR SILVERSTEIN.  Approve.
10 CHAI RMAN ANDERSON: M. Anderson, approve. As it
11  appears that the notion has been passed, | hereby give
12 notice that the ABC Board will recess this proceeding to
13  hold a closed neeting in the ABC Board conference room
14  pursuant to Section 2574(b) of the Open Meetings Act.
15 Thank you.
16 MS. BENNER: Thank you very nuch.
17 CHAI RMAN ANDERSON:  Thank you.
18 (Wher eupon, the above-entitled matter recessed.)
19
20
21
22
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