
THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL BOARD 

In the Matter of: 

Convene, LLC 
tJa Thally 

Applicant for a New 
Retailer's Class CR License 

at premises 
1316 9th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20001 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

---------------------) 

Convene, LLC, tJa Thally (Applicant) 

Case No. 
License No. 
Order No. 

12-PRO-00082 
ABRA-090403 
2012-528 

Matt Raymond, Vice Chairman, Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC) 2F 

Cristina Amoruso, on behalf of A Group of Five or More Individuals 

BEFORE: Ruthanne Miller, Chairperson 
Nick Alberti, Member 
Donald Brooks, Member 
Hennan Jones, Member 
Mike Silverstein, Member 

ORDER ON VOLUNTARY AGREEMENT AND 
WITHDRAWAL OF PROTESTS 

The Application filed by Convene, LLC, tJa Thally, for a new Retailer's Class CR 
License, having been protested, came before the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board (Board) for a 
Roll Call Hearing on November 19,2012, in accordance with D.C. Official Code § 25-601 
(2001). 

The official records of the Board reflect that the Applicant, ANC 2F, and A Group of 
Five or More Individuals have entered into a Voluntary Agreement (Agreement), dated 
December 6, 2012, that governs the operation ofthe Applicant's establishment. 

The Agreement has been reduced to writing and has been properly executed and filed 
with the Board. The Applicant; Vice Chainnan Matt Raymond, on behalf of ANC 2F; and 
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Cristina Amoruso, on behalf of the Group of Five or More Individuals, are signatories to the 
Agreement. 

This Agreement constitutes a withdrawal of the Protests filed by ANC 2F and the Group 
of Five or More Individuals. 

Accordingly, it is this 13 th day of December, 2012, ORDERED that: 

1. The Application filed by Convene, LLC, tla Thally, for a new Retailer's Class CR 
License, located at 1316 9th Street, N.W., Washington, D.C., is GRANTED; 

2. The Protests of ANC 2F and the Group of Five or More Individuals in this matter are 
hereby WITHDRAWN; 

3. The above-referenced Voluntary Agreement submitted by the Parties to govern the 
operations of the Applicant's establishment is APPROVED and INCORPORATED 
as part of this Order; and 

4. Copies of this Order shall be sent to the Applicant, ANC 2F, and Cristina Amoruso, 
on behalf of the Group of Five or More Individuals. 
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District of Columbia 
Alcoholic Beverage Control Board 

-C- ~ --.. 
Ruthanne Miller, Chairperson 

Donald Brooks, Member 

He~!07s.l'1ember 

/ljtr/k/~ 
r-jike Silverstein, Member 

Pursuant to 23 DCMR § 1719.1 (April 2004), any Party adversely affected by this Order may file 
a Motion for Reconsideration within ten (10) days of service of this Order with the Alcoholic 
Beverage Regulation Administration, 2000 14th Street, N.W., Suite 400S, Washington, D.C. 
20009 



VOLUNTARY AGREEMENT 

THIS VOLUNTARY AGREEMENT ("Agreement") i.s made on this <et~ day of 

Decemher, 201::!. by and hetween Convene, LLC. tla Thally ("Applicant~), Adviwry 

Neighborhood Comm;;;sion 2F ("ANC 2F" ) and a Group of rive or More represented by 

Cristina Amorum ("AmOJu~o Group"). tANC 2F and Amoruso Group are sometimes jointly 

referred to as ··Protestants."), 

RECITALS 

( al Applicaat ha5 applied for a Retailer Class CR Licen~e (the "LICense") for a bU5iT,ess 

establishment ("E~tabhshmenn located at 1316 9th Street, NW, WlI3hington, D,C. (the 

'"Premise,") ; and, 

(b) Applie-ant de511:es to cooperate with the ANC in order to mitigate concerns lelated to 

the potentliU impact of operation of the EI.tablishment on the surroWldmg cOlIimu;uty; and, 

(c) In settlement of c'}ntested prot~t proceedings legarding the application for the 

License, the pi1rtie~ wi,;h to entel into a Voluntary Agreement pursuant to D.C, Official Code § 

25-446 to address such concerns: 

NOW, THEREFORE" in consideration of the recitals ~et forth abo've and the mutual 

wver,ants and wnditions set forth below, the parties agree as follow5: 

I. R':cltab IncoIJlOl.ited. The lecitab set forth above are in.:orporated herein by reference. 

2 N"ture of the Business. The applicant v.ill manage and operate a restaurant with an 

empha:;is on t;JoJ sel vic e. Any change from this model shall require priOI' approval by the ABC 

Board. 

3, Hours of Operation. Applicant's hours of interior operation shall not e',ceed the 

following: 

\ 



SWHlay - Thursday 

FI iday - Saturda) 

6:00 am - I :00 a.m. 

6.00 a.m. - 2:00 am. 

The hour8 of o~er8tJon of the Apphcant's sidewalk cafe shaH be limited to: 

Sund8Y - Thursday 

Friday - Saturday 

7:00 a.m. - 11:00 p.m. 

7:00 a.m. - 12:00 am. 

It is understood thilt upon expiration of the above hoWl of operation, no palJ'On rna) 

remain on the Premises (interior or e:xterior, as the case may be). 

Provided, however, tliat (a) on days designated by the ABC Board as "Holiday Extension 

of Hours" or "Daylight Savings Time Extension of Hours" Applicant may operate for one 

addition81 hour (that 13, one hour later ); (b) in the event the Council of the District of Columbia 

or the ABC Board grants licensees in general extended operating hOllr~ for spt'ciiic o.:casions, 

such as lnaul,'1.I!ation, Applicant may avail itsdf of such extended hows: and (c) on January 1 of 

each year ApplIcant m~y operate until 4:00 am. 

4. Flcors Utilized and Occupancy. The Applicant will provide seating and service to 

customers on the fir8t floor (,fthe building. The establishment is approximatelyl/q~quare 

feet: any deviation fwm this by more than twenty C:!O) percent shall require Applicant to file an 

!lIllendment to its applwatlOn ",i th the Board for determination as to whether suc.h deviation 

constjtutc~ a substantial change in openuion. The Fstablishment's interior ~eating arId occupancy 

~hall not <,<c::ed th~ k"~"l of the maximum capacit) allowed for the building by the DistrIct of 

Columbia 1'1 <)0 seating and 94 occupancy. Applicant shall post its Certificate of Occupancy In a 

prominent locatIOn withIn the Fstabhshment. 



5. Sidewa.lk Cde. The Applicant may have outside seating in accordance with a sidewalk 

cate endorsement to i (s ABC license and a duly-iS1;ued public space permit, and mily serve 

alcoholic beverages to seatcd patrons in such area, provided, thf' total capacity for such sidf'walk 

cafe shalillot exceed J 0 seats. Any increase in su.:h seating shalll'equire apPlOval of the 

Di~trict of Colwnbla Puhlic Space Committee, after notice and opportunity for comment by the 

ANC, ant! approval hy the ABC Board. Applicant shall not serve alcoholic beverage5 on it~ 

~idewalk cafe later than thilt) (30) minutes pr1.OT to the hour of termination of operation of said 

sidewalk cafe, as specified in Section 3, above. Applicant shall direct its employees to inspect 

the sidewalk cafe regularly. 

6. Noi.;e ApplIcant shall present only recorded backgrourld music. Applicant shJll not 

install an} c>:.terior speakers to the Establishment, and agrees that no speakers will be installed in 

or in any way directed to the sidewalk cafe. 

7. Pu:,lic Space ami Trash. Applicant shall keep the sidewalk (up to and including the 

curb), tree boxes and alley free of litter, bottles, and other debris in compliance with D.C. Code 

&nd Municipal Regulations Applicant shall police these areas twice daily for refuse and other 

materials. Applicant [urthe! agret's to store all recyclable materials and perishable food waste 

only in covrlcd and locked metal containers. The Applicant shall mamtain regular trash-removal 

service and shall require its trash and recycling contractors to pick up trash and materia1s not 

ellt'lier than S ;(l\) <l.m. . ApplIcant shall not install exterior public pay phones. 

I) Rlit and Venmn ControL Applicant shall pro,-ide monthly rat and vel min control fo[, the 

Establishm~nt. 



9. Patrons Applicant shall take reasonable steps to discowage its patrons from causing 

noise or dl.stnrhanccs in front of, or immediately adjacent to, the Establishment during the hours 

of operatinn and as tllE'y de-part at dosing 

10. Complaint L,'g. The Establishment's website will prominently feature the name and 

contact informatIOn fcn an individual to which any comments about the operation of 

Establishment may be addressed. The Applicant shall maintain a log for every complaint lodged 

with the Estabh,hment for any issue relating to this Agreement, including, but not limited to, 

complaints of noi~c. parking congestion, traffic congestion, secw"ity, trash, rodents. and/or 

operating hCJur:;. The lug ~haJl include, for each separate complaint, to the extent provided by 

any such complainant. the name of the complainant, the date of the complaint, any contact 

information provici,:d by th,~ complainant, tbe nature of the complaint, and the respon..e t&ken by 

the Appli.:ant 01 the Establislunent. Every complaint shall be_kept on file in the complaint log 

for a mmimum of three y.:ar~ from the date on which the complaint was made. ApplilAlnt shall 

mal.:e the complamt k.g aVaIlable to the Board for inspection ru.ld cop~·ing. UpOI1 reasonable 

advance reg uest. 

II . Agreement AV3ilahlc Upon Demand. A copy of this Agrel"lment shall he kept on the 

premises 311·j made .1\ aihlhle to law enforCEment officers and Alcoholic Beverage R.!gulatory 

Adminigtration ;nsp~c!ors Immediately upon request. 

12. CompJi .. nce Wilh,ABRA Regulations. Applicant shall abide by applicable AIc(lholic 

Beverage Adnl;m~tration t'ABll_<\') regul&tions \cgarding ownership of the License. 

13. ~cill<!tion ill the Community. Applicant is encouraged to send 11 representative from 

time to time to ANC 2F meetings, ANC 2F meetings occur on the filst W.ednesday of each 



month at 7:00 p.m. ~t the Washington Plaza Hotel, IO Thomas ei,ele, NW, Washington, DC 

:W005, e'.ccpt as may be 3pecified on wvvw.ANC2F.org. 

14. LicensE Ownel ship. Applicant agiees not to transfer or sell the license to any other entity 

before obtaining approval flOm the Alcohol Beverage Control Board. Applicant agret:s to 

gpecifically notify any prc>spectivc transferee, assignee, or contractee of the existence of this 

Agreement and to PlOy ide them with a copy. 

15. Binding Effect. This Agreement shall be binding upon and enforceable against the 

successorf> ~J1d assigr,~ of the Applicant. 

) 6. Counlo oarts. TIm Agreement may be eJ!.ecuted simultaneously in two or more 

COWlterpartS, each of v.hich shall be deemed an origmal, but all of which together shall conslttute 

one and the same instrument. 

17. Notl~e alld Opportunity to Cure. In the event that either party believes that the other 

materially bre.lched lin)' obli~ations under this Agreement, such party shall give written notice to 

the other ot'the ':xi~j~nce of the breach and the specific naMe thereof. The party alleged to be in 

breach shall have fourteen (14) dayS from the receipt of notice to cure the alleged breach (or if 

the breach shall rcbte to exceSSI\'e noise or disturbance, such shorter period as may be 

reasonable 1Juder the cir~lmJstanCf's to immediately restore peace, order and quiet by means such 

as reducing the ~olllm" of l'~~orded music). In the case of a continuing violation, .no notice or 

0ppOltunity to cure need be proVIded for subsequent violatIOns of this Agreement. following: the 

initiall)fOVlsion of noti.:e Any noll,es required to be made under this Agreement shall be in 

.... Tiling ami Scot .: llim vh ~ ·mail 01 U.S. mail, postage plepaid,. to the partie~ to fhi~ Agreement 

&t the adrlJ'es .>e~ below. Notice 3hall be deemed given as of the llme of receipt or refu8al of 

receipt. 

- - - ------- --_._--



If tu Arplicant: 

With 0. (,;lJPY 10. 

If to the ANC: 

clo Shennan Outhuok 
1316 9th Stre<;t, NW 
Washington DC 2000 I 
shermgolden@yahoo.com 

Mallios & 0' Brien 
2600 Virginia Avenue, N.W 
Washington, D.C. 20037 
soblien@malliosobrit'n.com 

Advisory Neighburhood Commission 2F 
5 Thomas Circle, NW 
Washington, DC 20005 
Anc2f@stsrpower.net 

Either party may change it~ notice address by written notice to the other. Failure to give notice 

snaIl not con&titute" .. aiver or acquiescenee to the violation, but notice shall be a prerequisite to 

the filing of ~. complaint widl the ABC Board or any other enfOleement action. 

IN WITNESS WHElmOF, the partie~ have executed this Agreement on the day and year 

fIrst abm-eM i tten. 



ADVISORY NEIGHBORHOOD COMlvflSSION 2F 

By: 

Matt Raymond, Vic~ ChaIrman 

CONv'ENE, LLC 

{ '~/()j 

By iJe,~/l-+,,~j+--;C,'--
.j 

Sh~rm"n Outhuok, Manag:ng Member 

AMORUSO GROUP/ . -. 

By' (tM:.01&Jnose 
Cnstina Amoruso 


