DI STRI CT OF COLUMBI A
+ + + + +
ALCOHOLI C BEVERAGE CONTROL BOARD
+ + + + +
MEETI NG

IN THE MATTER OF:

Meseret Ali & Yonas Chere

t/a Merkato Ethiopian Show Cause
Rest aur ant Heari ng
1909 9th Street, NW

Retailer CR - ANC- 1B

Li cense No. 89019

Case #14-251-00018

(Operating After Legal
Hour s)

November 12, 2014

The Al coholic Beverage Control
Board nmet in the Al coholic Beverage Control
Heari ng Room Reeves Buil di ng, 2000 14th
Street, NNW, Suite 400S, Washington, D.C
20009, Chai rperson Ruthanne M| er,
presi di ng.

PRESENT:

RUTHANNE M LLER, Chairperson
NIl CK ALBERTI, Menber

DONALD BROCKS, Menber

M KE S| LVERSTEI N, Menber
HECTOR RODRI GUEZ, Menber
JAMES SHORT, Menber

ALSO PRESENT:

FERNANDO Rl VERO, QAG
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P-ROGCGE-EDI-NGS
(12: 08 p.m)

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  All right.
The next case on the norning calendar is Case
No. 14-251-00018, Merkato Ethiopi an Restaurant
| ocated at 1909 9th Street, N W, License No.
89019, in ANC- 1B.

MR. R VERO (Good afternoon, Board
Menbers. Fernando Rivero for the District of
Col unbi a.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Good
af t er noon.

MR MATTHEWS: Good afternoon. |
apol ogi ze for ny tardiness. Jernaine Matthews
for the licensee.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

| NTERPRETER TEKLE: Habt om Tekl e,
Amharic Interpreter.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER.  Onh, you're
the Interpreter?

| NTERPRETER TEKLE: Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Can you pul |

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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a seat up to the table? Because the
m crophone is on the table. Gkay. And so
woul d you repeat ?

| NTERPRETER TEKLE: Habt om Tekl e,
Amharic Interpreter.

COURT REPORTER: Sir, can you be
sure to wite your name down?

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Ri ght.
Everyone should sign-in actually. And can you
spell your | ast nane?

| NTERPRETER TEKLE: T-E-K-L-E

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Ckay. Thank
you. And with you?

MR ALI: M. Meseret Ai.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  And is he the
owner of the restaurant?

MR. ALI: Yes, ma'am

| NTERPRETER TEKLE: Yes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Ckay. Al
right. This is a Show Cause Heari ng.

Do you have any prelimnary

| ssues?

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MR. RIVERO Yes, Board Menbers.
The Government has an O fer in Conpromse to
present at this time. | wll present it a
little slower to allow tinme for translation.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Thank you.

MR RIVERO It will take alittle
| onger than usual. The parties have an O fer
in Conpromi se to present to the Board, at this
time. The offer consists of the foll ow ng
terns:

The licensee shall surrender the
| i cense for safekeeping effective Decenber 1,
2014. Decenber 1, 2014.

The |icensee shall pay a fine of
$2,000 wi thin 60 days.

The |icense shall renmai n suspended
until a transfer of license application is
approved by the Board.

The license shall not be
transferred until all outstanding fines are
pai d, that includes other natters.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Yes.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MR RIVERO Finally, the |icensee
shall not have an interest in the business
that acquires the |icense.

| will pause now in case the Board
requires that | repeat any of these ternmns.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Just for
clarification.

MR, RIVERO Yes?

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  When you say
the license shall renmain suspended until the
transfer of the |icense application being
approved. |Is that what you said?

MR. RIVERO Yes. \Wen the
| icense is surrendered for safekeeping --

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  On Decenber

MR RIVERO -- on Decenber 1 --
CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Ri ght.

MR RIVERO -- it is suspended.
CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MR. RIVERO The Governnent's goal

in this Ofer in Conpronmse is to end the

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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operations of this establishnent.

The licensee is in the process of
i dentifying a purchaser.

So this Ofer in Conpromse is
consistent with the Governnment's goal of
ensuring operators who are not appropriate do
not operate.

Are there any questions for the
Gover nnent ?

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Board Menbers
have questions? Any questions?

MEMBER SHORT:  No.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MR RIVERO | do have one
footnote to make clear. The Board issued an
order that suspended the |icensee from
Novenber 26 to Novenber 30th. That order is
still in full-effect and is not inpacted by
this Ofer in Conprom se, because the
surrender takes place Decenber 1st.

MEMBER SHORT: That answers ny

guestion. Thank you.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

COURT REPORTER: M. Short, is
your m crophone on?

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Any ot her
Board questions? Ckay. |I'mgoing to read it
back and ask the licensee if that's what she
agrees to.

As | understand the Ofer in
Conprom se, the licensee will surrender the
| i cense for safekeeping effective Decenber 1,
2014.

MR, ALI: Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER.  Ckay. There

will be a fine of $2,000 to be paid within 60

days.

MR, ALI: Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  The I|icense
will remain suspended until the transfer of

| i cense application is approved by the Board.
MR ALI: Yes.
CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. And

that is started fromthat Decenber 1st date.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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Ckay.

No. 4, the license will not be
transferred until all outstanding fines are
pai d.

MR, ALI: Yes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Okay. And
the |licensee shall not have any interest in
t he business that acquires the license. |'m
sorry? Do you want ne to --

MR ALI: | don't understand this.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER Do you want
me to repeat that one?

MR, ALI: Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER.  Repeat it or
yes, she agrees?

| NTERPRETER TEKLE: Repeat.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Repeat ?

| NTERPRETER TEKLE: Repeat.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Ckay. The
| ast one is that the |icensee shall not have
any interest in the business that acquires the

| i cense.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MR, ALI: Yes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Okay. And
finally, does the |icensee understand that she
wai ves her right to a hearing and appeal by
entering into this offer in conpronm se?

MR ALI: | don't understand.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Wel |, you
woul d be entering this Ofer in Conprom se
i nstead of having a hearing on the case.
That's the first part.

MR ALI: Ch, yes, yes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Okay. And
whereas if you weren't happy with the results
of the hearing, you could appeal that, but
with the O fer in Conprom se, you don't
appeal .

MR, ALI: Yes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Ckay. Al
right. Any other questions by Board Menbers?
Anything else the parties want to tell us
bef ore we vote? Ckay.

Then | woul d nove that we approve

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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this Ofer in Conprom se as | have just
articulated it to the |icensee, who has agreed
toit. |Is there a second?

MEMBER ALBERTI: Second.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: M. Al berti
has seconded the notion.

Al'l those in favor say aye.

ALL: Aye.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Al l those
opposed? All those abstaining? The notion
passes 6-0-0.

Ckay. Thank you.

MR RIVERO W have a docunent
that we will provide to the Board with
si gnat ur es.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Ckay. Great.
Thank you very much.

MR. RIVERO Thank you. W just
need a few mnutes to do that.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  That
concludes this case. Ckay.

MR. RIVERO Thank you.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MEMBER ALBERTI : Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: | think that
concl udes the Board's business for the norning
cal endar and we will be back for the afternoon
cal endar at 1:30. Thank you.

(Wher eupon, the Show Cause Heari ng
in the above-entitled matter was concl uded at

12:19 p.m)

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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