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GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 1 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE REGULATION ADMINISTRATION 2 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL BOARD 3 

 4 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -X 5 

IN THE MATTER OF: : 6 

Makamboo, Corp t/a Awash : 7 

2218 18th Street NW : Case #15-251-0053 8 

License #20102 : Show Cause Hearing 9 

Retailer CR : (Status) 10 

ANC-1C     : 11 

Operating After Hours : 12 

No ABC Manager on Duty : 13 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -X  14 

 15 

                      Wednesday, October 14, 2015 16 

 17 

 Whereupon, the above-referenced matter 18 

came on for hearing at the Alcoholic Beverage 19 

Control Board, Reeves Center, 2000 14th Street, 20 

N.W., Suite 400S, Washington, D.C. 20009. 21 

 22 
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CHAIRPERSON: 1 

  RUTHANNE MILLER, Presiding 2 

 3 

BOARD MEMBERS: 4 

  DONALD BROOKS 5 

  HECTOR RODRIGUEZ  6 

  MICHAEL SILVERSTEIN 7 

  JAMES SHORT 8 

  9 

ALSO PRESENT: 10 

  MAUREEN ZANIEL, ESQ. 11 

    On behalf of the District of Columbia  12 

  KIFLOM MELES, ESQ. 13 

    On behalf of the Licensee 14 

  AZEB TODESSE, Licensee 15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 
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P R O C E E D I N G S 1 

[10:10 a.m.]   2 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  All right.  Next 3 

case is Case No. 15-251-00053, Awash, located at 4 

2218 18th Street, Northwest, License No. 20102, 5 

in ANC-1C. 6 

MS. ZANIEL:  Maureen Zaniel on behalf of 7 

the District of Columbia. 8 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Good morning.  Are 9 

you here for Awash? 10 

MS. TODESSE:  Yes. 11 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  All right.  Come 12 

have a seat. 13 

MS. TODESSE:  Good morning.  My lawyer is 14 

on the way. 15 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Your lawyer is on 16 

his way?  Okay.  So why don't we -- how far away 17 

is he -- he or she? 18 

MS. TODESSE:  He's on the way, on the 19 

block. 20 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  He's what? 21 

MS. TODESSE:  Around the block. 22 
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CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Oh, okay.  Fine.  We 1 

can wait for him. 2 

MR. BROOKS:  Going to park?  Parking. 3 

MS. TODESSE:  Yes. 4 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Would you sign in on 5 

that sheet on the table? 6 

MS. TODESSE:  Thank you. 7 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay. 8 

[Pause.] 9 

MS. ZANIEL:  Shall we re-call it when the 10 

-- 11 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Yes, yes. 12 

MS. ZANIEL:  Very well. 13 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  The Board is 14 

going to recess until your attorney comes, so we 15 

can get some work done while we're waiting as 16 

well.  Okay, all right. 17 

[Whereupon, at 10:13 a.m., the 18 

above-referenced matter recessed until 10:34 19 

a.m..] 20 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  We're back on the 21 

record with Case No. 15-251-00053, Awash. 22 
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We had recessed because we heard that the 1 

Licensee's attorney was looking for parking in 2 

the neighborhood, and so we were waiting for him.  3 

And I see you're here. 4 

MR. MELES:  I'm here. 5 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay. 6 

MR. MELES:  I apologize.  I got involved 7 

-- hunt up on an accident and couldn't find a 8 

parking spot. 9 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Oh, sorry to hear 10 

that.  Okay. 11 

Would you put your name on the record. 12 

MR. MELES:  Kiflom Meles, attorney for 13 

the Licensee Awash. 14 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay. 15 

MS. ZANIEL:  And Maureen Zaniel on behalf 16 

of the District of Columbia. 17 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  Thank you 18 

very much. 19 

Okay.  So I've read some instructions at 20 

the beginning of the hearing at 9:30 about show 21 

cause hearing status cases in general, and that 22 
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we're assuming your Respondent had notice by the 1 

fact that you're here, but if you have any notice 2 

issues, you can bring them to our attention.  3 

Otherwise, we are ready to either hear if you 4 

have any preliminary matters, such as any 5 

proposed agreements or any motions or anything 6 

like that at this point.  It's all preliminary 7 

stuff, nothing on the merits. 8 

MR. MELES:  No, no, Your Honor. 9 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay. 10 

MR. MELES:  I have discussed it with the 11 

Attorney Romera.  Romera.  We couldn't come into 12 

an agreement to settle the case, so we are going 13 

through a hearing, I guess. 14 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  You are going to do 15 

a hearing. 16 

MR. MELES:  Yes. 17 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay, all right.  So 18 

I'm going to give you your date for the hearing 19 

then.  That's November 18th, 2015, at 11 a.m. 20 

MR. MELES:  Thank you. 21 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  That's all.  If you 22 
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have any questions between now and then, you can 1 

ask our legal counsel. 2 

MR. MELES:  Thank you. 3 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  Thank you 4 

very much.  We'll see you then. 5 

MS. ZANIEL:  Thank you. 6 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Have a nice 7 

afternoon. 8 

Okay.  Our next hearing is at 11 a.m., so 9 

the Board will recess and return then.  Thank 10 

you. 11 

[Whereupon, at 10:36 a.m., the 12 

above-entitled matter concluded.]  13 

 14 

 15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 


