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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
+ + + + +
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL BOARD
+ + + + +
MEET ING

IN THE MATTER OF:

Michael S. Tabb :Fact Finding
Georgetown Events > Hearing
1315 K Street, NW

Temporary License

Application

October 9th, 2013

The Alcoholic Beverage Control
Board met in Alcoholic Beverage Control
Hearing Room, Reeves Building, 2000 14th
Street N.W., Washington, D.C., Chairman
Ruthanne Miller, presiding.

PRESENT
RUTHANNE MILLER, Chairperson

NICK ALBERTI, Member
DONALD BROOKS, Member
MICHAEL SILVERSTEIN, Member

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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P-R-0-C-E-E-D-1-N-G-S

(9:47 a.m.)

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: And our next
case on the calendar i1s a Fact Finding Hearing
scheduled for 10 o"clock. I don"t know if the
individuals are here for that, we could i1t
start it early, if they"re not we"ll come back
at 10:00.

Is anybody here for the case of,
the Applicant is Michael Tabb, Georgetown
Events located at 1315 K Street? Okay, not --

MR. ALBERTI: Well --

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Yes.

MR. ALBERTI: Mr. Pascal? Mr.
Pascal?

MR. PASCAL: Yes.

MR. ALBERTI: 1Is your client for,
oh, I"m sorry, | grabbed the wrong case. Well
Iin that case never mind.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay, never

MR. ALBERTI: 1 thought you were

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
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moving on. Never mind.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: That®"s all
right.

MR. ALBERTI: 1 had the wrong
case. Wrong case, never mind.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay, so
we"ll recess and come back at 10:00.

(OFf record comments)

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: I*11 see if
the other ones are here also, | guess. We
have three Fact Finding Hearings. The next
one iIs James Babin, is he here? That"s not
scheduled till 10:30.

And 11 o"clock is DCanter. 1™m
just --

(OFff the record comments)

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay, so then

we can take a recess then since we"re running
ahead of schedule this morning.

(Whereupon, the foregoing matter

went off the record at 9:49 a.m. and went back

on the record at 10:02 a.m.)

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay, we"re

back on the record. Yes, let me see if
anybody is here for the second Fact Finding
Hearing, which i1s not scheduled until 10:30,
the Oktoberfest Event, James Babin? No, okay.

(OFff the record comments)

(Whereupon, the foregoing matter
went off the record at 10:08 a.m. and went
back on the record at 10:12 a.m.)

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay, we"re
back on the record for the fact-finding
hearing of Michael Tabb with Georgetown
Events, located at 1315 K Street, N.W. 1It"s
a fact-finding hearing on a temporary license
application.

When you"re ready would you
introduce yourselves for the record please.

MR. BRICHELMAIER: 1 am Ross
Brichelmaier. 1 am here with permission from
Michael Tabb to represent the license, for the
application for license. |I"m here with

Dannette Walker.

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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CHAIRPERSON MILLER: What kind of

permission? Do you have an authorization
letter or anything?

MR. BRICHELMAIER: Sorry?

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Do you have
an authorization letter or anything?

MR. BRICHELMAIER: 1 have the
email, the correspondence between Dannette and
Mike.

MEMBER SILVERSTEIN: Between who?

MR. BRICHELMAIER: Between Michael
Tabb and Dannette Walker. He"s actually out
of the country right now.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Oh, 1 see.
Okay, we see that. All right, thank you. And
Mr. Jones?

MR. JONES: Earl Jones,
investigator with ABRA.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay. All
right, we"re going to take a quick look at
your application because you®"re a little bit

late and we have another case at 10:30. Could

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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you just give us a very quick overview of your
event?

MR. BRICHELMAIER: Sure. It"s at
the Sphinx Club. Do you want just capacity
and all that stuff, or do you just want the
general --

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Just general,
what kind of party i1s this going to be?

MR. BRICHELMAIER: 1It"s kind of a
conglomeration of all our companies together,
and we put together an event for Halloween and
also for New Years. We do the same event for
New Years without any problems.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Same amount
of people, same people?

MR. BRICHELMAIER: Same, yes.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: The clientele
are different companies, i1s that what you
said?

MR. BRICHELMAIER: So we actually
promote within all of our restaurants and

companies to get our, we basically have the

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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same following of all these restaurants and
bars. So we"re using that to bring all the
same people into this Halloween event.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: How many
restaurant and bars are involved? 1 mean, you
have the following of how many?

MR. BRICHELMAIER: Between four
and five.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay. And
can you tell us who they are?

MR. BRICHELMAIER: Smith Point,
Bayou on Pennsylvania Avenue, Jetty"s 1In
Surfside. There®s multiple Jetty"s locations.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Right, okay.
So you"re expecting the same amount of people
as you had New Years?

MR. BRICHELMAIER: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Same amount
of security?

MR. BRICHELMAIER: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: And did you

have any problems New Years?

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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MR. BRICHELMAIER: No. There were

no issues last year. We used MPD overtime
detail, and we also had between 12 and 15
security. 1 believe that was on the
application. And we had no issues as far as
the event goes.

Also staff for this thing, It"s
going to be actual event staff to help us with
any sort of load In and load out issues. But
there are plenty of staff.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: 1Is there an
age limitation, like 21 and up, or no?

MR. BRICHELMAIER: Yes, i1t"s 21
and up.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay, and how
you are checking 1Ds?

MR. BRICHELMAIER: There are two
people at the door, so the check-in there are
two security at the door so they"ll be
checking the IDs, and then we"ll1 be verifying
tickets iInside once they pass the initial

security check.

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Oh, when they

get a drink you"ll also check IDs? Is that
what you said?

MR. BRICHELMAIER: The only people
that will be inside will be 21 and up.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay, so the
check is at the front. Okay.

MR. BRICHELMAIER: Yes, so the
very front entrance.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay, all
right. Board members have questions?

MEMBER ALBERTI: Yes, |1 do.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Sir, I missed
your name. I1"m sorry.

MR. BRICHELMAIER: Ross.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ross?

MR. BRICHELMAIER: Yes,
Brichelmaier.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Your last name?

MR. BRICHELMAIER: Brichelmaier.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Brichelmaier.

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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Mr. Brichelmaier, okay, 1"m a little confused
since this is a temporary license. Are you
using just the -- so we have the Sphinx Club.

MR. BRICHELMAIER: Sure.

MEMBER ALBERTI: At Franklin
Square. Are you using just that license
premise?

MR. BRICHELMAIER: Just the
premise. Just for the Sphinx Club, yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Just the Sphinx
Club. So I"m a little, why the temporary
license, and maybe you don"t understand this,
but my question is --

MR. BRICHELMAIER: No, 1 do --

MEMBER ALBERTI: -- why a
temporary license at a licensed establishment?

MR. BRICHELMAIER: I wasn"t under
the 1mpression that they had a license. This
IS just how we did 1t with New Years, so we
were going with the same procedure that we did
last year.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Well, the Sphinx

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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Club has a CX license, | believe. So I guess
just comments of more of my fellow board
members, a little confused as to who becomes
responsible for this event, the temporary
license holder or is it the Sphinx license
holder? And do you have permission from the
Sphinx owners?

MR. BRICHELMAIER: We do. And 1
have the email from them with the letter with
their C of O, their floor plans and
everything.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Okay. Well, I1"11
look at the issue with my fellow board
members. So what"s the involvement of, at
this point the Bayou, Surfside?

MR. BRICHELMAIER: Correct. So
we'"re --

MEMBER ALBERTI: What"s their
involvement in this?

MR. BRICHELMAIER: We"re actually
hosting the event, so Georgetown Events 1is,

you know, we manage all these places so we"re

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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doing it as a separate event to all our
clientele that we"re offering to.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Okay. So your
outreach, your publicity is to the clientele
of those establishments?

MR. BRICHELMAIER: Correct.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Do they have any
other involvement iIn this?

MR. BRICHELMAIER: 1"m not sure
what you mean. You mean as far as --

MEMBER ALBERTI: As providing
staff, are they --

MR. BRICHELMAIER: Yes, so with
most of the staff that we will have for the
event will come from different establishments,
whether 1t"s security personnel or bartenders
or other managers that will be there to help
run the floor or the door.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Okay. Now the
Sphinx Club has, 1"m not familiar with the
venue, but I believe i1t has, how many floors?

Three floors?

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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MR. BRICHELMAIER: Two that we-"ll

be using.

MEMBER ALBERTI: What?

MR. BRICHELMAIER: Two that we
will be using. [I"m not sure 1If they have any
other floors.

MEMBER ALBERTI: You"ll be using
which floors?

MR. BRICHELMAIER: Their main
ballroom and then their mezzanine level for
the check-in.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Okay. So that"s
the only area that you®"re licensing for this
event, correct?

MR. BRICHELMAIER: That"s what we
have permission from them to use.

MEMBER ALBERTI: AIll right. And
you have, | think we have an application, 12
private security?

MR. BRICHELMAIER: Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Okay. Are these

security personnel who are normally employed

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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with the establishments that are
participating?
MR. BRICHELMAIER: Yes, they are.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Okay, so they"re

MR. BRICHELMAIER: No, i1t"s not an
outsourced company, no. We will be paying for
MPD overtime detail --

MEMBER ALBERTI: Okay, so who are
the security staff? Where are they coming
from?

MR. BRICHELMAIER: They"re coming
from Smith Point or Bayou, or some of them
will come from Fairgrounds.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Okay, from where?

MR. BRICHELMAIER: Fairgrounds,
down In Southwest.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Okay, so these
are people that are regularly employed by
those establishments?

MR. BRICHELMAIER: Correct.

MEMBER ALBERTI: So it"s not like

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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Metropolitan Security or some security firm.

MR. BRICHELMAIER: No.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Okay. So they"ve
been trained by those establishments as
security personnel.

MR. BRICHELMAIER: Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Okay, great. And
the bartenders are coming from where?

MR. BRICHELMAIER: They"ll also
come from the other venues as well.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Okay. And you
have three MPD reimbursable detail?

MR. BRICHELMAIER: Correct.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Okay. Just out
of curiosity, who initiated the idea of
getting a temporary license? 1 mean, was it
you, was It Sphinx? Does Sphinx require you
to do this?

MR. BRICHELMAIER: 1"m not clear
on who iInitiated it because | wasn"t on the
initial emails.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Okay. You don*"t

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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know if the Sphinx said, well, we don®"t want
to do this, we want you guys to get a temp?

MR. BRICHELMAIER: No, I don"t
think that was ever an issue with them. But
I*m not sure whose idea it was. |If it was
easier for us to get the temporary license so
that we were responsible for the alcohol that
came In or, you know, I"m not really sure.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Okay. 1 have no
further questions right now. Thank you.
CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Mr. Brooks?

MEMBER BROOKS: Yes. So you have
a contract with the location?

MR. BRICHELMAIER: We do.

MEMBER BROOKS: Do, okay. And you
said you had an event before, here, last year?

MR. BRICHELMAIER: We held a New
Years®™ event there.

MEMBER BROOKS: Same thing?

MR. BRICHELMAIER: A one-day
temporary permit.

MEMBER BROOKS: Right.

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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MR. BRICHELMAIER: We essentially

are paying for the even space, and then we
become responsible for everything else.

MEMBER BROOKS: 1 see, okay.

Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay, just as
a follow-up, you are responsible for the
alcohol and, I don"t know what the contract
says or anything, but determine the alcohol
and all liability for what might happen during
your event as opposed to the Sphinx Club, 1is
that right?

MR. BRICHELMAIER: Correct.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay, and
that"s basically in the contract?

MR. BRICHELMAIER: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay.

MR. BRICHELMAIER: 1 believe
they"re indemnified within our rental
agreement.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay. Mr.

Jones?

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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MEMBER JONES: I guess kind of

pardon my ignorance. | don"t know what took
place at the previous event, so could you kind
of explain 1t to me? 1 know you"re saying
you"re kind of doing the same thing. You were
using the same fTloors?

MR. BRICHELMAIER: Correct. So
there®s a mezzanine level and then 1t goes
downstairs --

MEMBER JONES: Okay.

MR. BRICHELMAIER: -- and it"s
adjacent to their underground parking lot
that"s within the building. On New Years we
had live entertainment as far as bands and
then we had DJs afterwards. It ran until 2:00
a.m. which I believe is the same operating
hours for here, maybe an hour earlier because
it"s not New Years. We"ll have food. And I™m
not sure what else.

MEMBER JONES: Okay, so you all
are responsible for the alcohol?

MR. BRICHELMAIER: Correct.

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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MEMBER JONES: Where are you

getting the alcohol from?

MR. BRICHELMAIER: From public and
premium, whatever, distributors.

MEMBER JONES: Okay. Are they
delivering that date or the day before? How
IS that --

MR. BRICHELMAIER: 1 believe it
will be the day of.

MEMBER JONES: Okay. All right.
And you"re utilizing seven bar areas?

MR. BRICHELMAIER: Correct, as far
as -- yes.

MEMBER JONES: Okay. And
security, how are security positioned
throughout the event as far as these areas are
concerned and the entrances and exits?

MR. BRICHELMAIER: Sure. Of the
15, the first initial check-in will have
between five and six at the initial check-in.

MEMBER JONES: Okay.

MR. BRICHELMAIER: And then as

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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people are checked in and they"re inside, then
we" 1l have two stationed at the door just to
maintain flow inside and outside, and then
there®ll be 12 within the venue, you know,
near the stairwell and then at the different

bar areas and at the stage.

MEMBER JONES: This ballroom

is that the first level?

MR. BRICHELMAIER: Which one are
at?

MEMBER JONES: The single

MR. BRICHELMAIER: Yes, this 1is

MEMBER JONES: This is the

MR. BRICHELMAIER: Well, the

on the mezzanine.

MEMBER JONES: And you said you

had three detail, MPD detail?

MR. BRICHELMAIER: Correct.

MEMBER JONES: Okay. All of the

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.

202-234-4433
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bartenders are TIPS certified?

MR. BRICHELMAIER: Yes, they are.

MEMBER JONES: All right.

MR. BRICHELMAIER: And also the
two Floor managers that will be there as well.

MEMBER JONES: Okay. And as far
as staff for you guys, how many do you have
that are employed to be the ones that are
within the --

MR. BRICHELMAIER: You mean as far
as --

MEMBER JONES: As far as your
group is concerned. Do you have staff --

(Crosstalk)

MEMBER JONES: -- managers or --

MR. BRICHELMAIER: There will be
two floor managers and then one main, so there
will be three.

MEMBER JONES: Okay. And they"re
part of your group?

MR. BRICHELMAIER: Correct.

MEMBER JONES: And what are their

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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duties?

MR. BRICHELMAIER: The one at the
door will be just to deal with any issues with
tickets or anything that people are coming iIn.
And then floor issues, if there"s a security
concern then the security will report to that
floor manager. And then the overall manager
IS jJust to see that the flow"s going
correctly.

MEMBER JONES: Okay. How are you
all selling tickets?

MR. BRICHELMAIER: We"re using
Eventbrite.

MEMBER JONES: And what is the
maximum amount of tickets to be sold?

MR. BRICHELMAIER: 1 believe 1t"s
between 700 and 800.

MEMBER JONES: And how do you come
to that number? Then are you selling online
as well or --

MR. BRICHELMAIER: Only online.

MEMBER JONES: It"s only online?

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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MR. BRICHELMAIER: Correct.

MEMBER JONES: Okay.

MR. BRICHELMAIER: And we come to
that number, that"s based upon the occupancy
which I believe i1s over 1,000. But we wanted
to keep that down.

MEMBER JONES: So what you get,
800 in total. |If the service or the website,
it let"s you know that. Okay.

MR. BRICHELMAIER: Well, we get an
email any time we get a sale and then they
give us a weekly report. They send us a
weekly report of the sales.

MEMBER JONES: Okay. 1 think
that"s all I have.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay, any
other questions? Okay, any other comments?

I think that where we"re at is, you know, your
event sounds very similar to the one you had

before. And as far as the substantive issues,
you know, security, ID checking, 1 don®"t think

there are concerns.

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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But there is a question though
about this relationship between the temporary
license and the CX license that the Sphinx
Club has.

MR. BRICHELMAIER: Correct.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: So 1 think
that I"m going to suggest that the Board just
look 1Into that issue this afternoon, and then
we" 1l just get back to you on the application.

Mr. Jones, did you have a question
or a comment?

MEMBER JONES: 1"ve got one more
question, or a couple more gquestions. I™m
sorry.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay, that"s

MEMBER JONES: With reference to,
I guess, the age limit, what 1s the age limit
or what is the, how are you going to determine
who"s able to drink and who can®"t drink? What
are the age limits that you"re in?

MR. BRICHELMAIER: So i1t is 21 and

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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up, and most of our establishments are in the
25 to 35 range as 1t is, so we don"t really
cater to the college age level.

MEMBER JONES: Okay.

MR. BRICHELMAIER: We didn"t have
any issues with that last year with New Years,
because 1 believe, you know, it is marketed as
as a 21 and up and I don"t think that people
want to waste their money trying to get in.

MEMBER JONES: Okay. All right,
SO you guys, you"re not dealing with the bands
and all that kind of stuff.

MR. BRICHELMAIER: You mean as far
as like paying the bands and stuff? We did go

(Crosstalk)

MEMBER JONES: Right. So if
you"re saying it"s 21 and up, so you"re not
dealing with putting bands on people.

MR. BRICHELMAIER: Oh, you mean
wrist bands. No, sorry. 1 thought you meant

the live band. No, we"re not dealing with

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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that just because, you know, there is a cutoff
at 21.

MEMBER JONES: Okay. And if you
were to have, that"s not something that we
want, but if something was to happen as far as
some type of incident, alcohol related
incident, how are you guys planning on dealing
with that?

MR. BRICHELMAIER: I mean the
standard protocol would be to, you know, 1f It
was a security personnel or a bartender that
noticed the i1ssue or something else that was
going on, the manager would be informed. And
then MPD i1s there to support us.

So if they were to, you know, call
in the lieutenant or sergeant, whoever was
there that the procedure would be to go from,
you know, the security bartender staff to the
floor manager to the manager to, you know,
basically pass i1t up the chain of command. So
everybody®"s trained In as far as the

contingencies go with that procedure.

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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MEMBER JONES: Okay. Okay.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay. So,
you know, the purpose of the fact finding is
that you are here, we could ask you these
questions.

MR. BRICHELMAIER: Sure.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: However, |
just want to make sure, since | think the one
issue that we"re still not clear about i1s that
temporary license, do you have any other
information that would shed light on that
question as to how i1t came about --

MR. BRICHELMAIER: No.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: -- that
you"re in that arrangement? No, okay.

MR. BRICHELMAIER: 1 don"t. I™m
sorry.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay, 1 just
wanted to make sure while you"re here.

MR. BRICHELMAIER: Yes. No, 1
don®"t have anything with me. No.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay,
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anything else?

MEMBER JONES: No.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Mr.
Silverstein?

MEMBER SILVERSTEIN: 1 do have
just one question here. We"re on a very tight
schedule and we want to get things done today
because we"re under the gun with the federal
shutdown. Is there a reason you were late?

MR. BRICHELMAIER: 1 was getting a
parking ticket, actually, outside.

MEMBER SILVERSTEIN: I"m sorry?

MR. BRICHELMAIER: 1 was trying to
park my car and 1 was in the middle of getting
a parking ticket. So I was trying to deal
with that. 1 tried to park underneath but
there was --

MEMBER SILVERSTEIN: No, not good
enough.

MR. BRICHELMAIER: All right.
well, 1 apologize.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay, so just

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
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to be clear then, | think you®ve answered all
our questions and we"re going to look iInto
that legal question. And then we"ll
definitely get back to you soon, probably our
general counsel.

MR. BRICHELMAIER: Okay, great.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: And if you
have any questions, if you don"t hear
anything, you can call Ms. Jenkins. But we
plan on looking at this issue today.

MR. BRICHELMAIER: Great. Thank
you .

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Thank you
very much.

(Whereupon, the foregoing matter

went off the record at 10:32 a.m.)
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