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GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 1 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE REGULATION ADMINISTRATION 2 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL BOARD 3 

 4 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -X 5 

IN THE MATTER OF: :  6 

Hu's Wear, LLC t/a Hu's Wear : 7 

1132 29th Street NW : 8 

License #84908 : Fact-Finding 9 

Retailer CR : Hearing 10 

ANC-2E  : 11 

License in Extended  : 12 

DCMR 23-405 Status : 13 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -X 14 

 15 

                       Wednesday, October 7, 2015 16 

 17 

 Whereupon, the above-referenced matter 18 

came on for hearing at the Alcoholic Beverage 19 

Control Board, Reeves Center, 2000 14th Street, 20 

N.W., Suite 400S, Washington, D.C. 20009. 21 

 22 
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CHAIRPERSON: 1 

  RUTHANNE MILLER, Presiding 2 

 3 

BOARD MEMBERS: 4 

  DONALD BROOKS 5 

  MICHAEL SILVERSTEIN 6 

  JAMES SHORT 7 

  HERMAN JONES 8 

 9 

ALSO PRESENT: 10 

  MAUREEN ZANIEL,  11 

    on behalf of the District of Columbia  12 

  ERIC EDEN, representative of Hu's Wear 13 

  ALAN GAUNOUX, Landlord 14 

 15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 
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P R O C E E D I N G S 1 

 CHAIRPERSON MILLER:   Okay.  I am going 2 

to call the case of Hu's Wear located at 1132 3 

29th Street, Northwest, License No. 84908 in 4 

ANC-2E. 5 

 Have a seat anywhere.  This is fine. 6 

Okay, all right.  So when you're ready, 7 

if you could introduce yourself for the record. 8 

MR. EDEN:  Sure.  This is Eric Eden, 9 

E-r-i-c, E-d-e-n, representative of Hu's Wear. 10 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay. 11 

MR. GAUNOUX:  I'm Alan Gaunoux, 12 

G-a-u-n-o-u-x, and I'm the landlord at the 13 

property and also involved in the restaurant. 14 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  There's a 15 

restaurant? 16 

MR. EDEN:  Pardon me? 17 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  I said, there's a 18 

restaurant? 19 

MR. EDEN:  There seem to be one, let's 20 

hope. 21 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  There should -- 22 
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there's going to be one, right? 1 

MR. EDEN:  One. 2 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  That's good.  3 

That's good because we've been having some 4 

hearings on licenses that have been in 5 

safekeeping for a while, and we are monitoring 6 

them basically every 6 months.  So if you would 7 

just give a little bit of a quick history about 8 

your license that's been in safekeeping and then, 9 

you know, what the -- more important then what 10 

the plans are. 11 

MR. EDEN:  Sure.  I think the latest 12 

developments for us have been that we had a 13 

little bit of an issue with a building code for 14 

our location of our hood system, so we decided to 15 

relocate it.  And in doing so, the two of us 16 

decided to build a back end of the building out, 17 

which is a major undertaking in a Historic 18 

District like Georgetown. 19 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Excuse me.  This is 20 

where your Hu's Wear store is? 21 

MR. EDEN:  It's behind Hu's Wear. 22 
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CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Behind it? 1 

MR. EDEN:  Yeah.  2 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay. 3 

MR. EDEN:  It's all connected, same lot. 4 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay. 5 

MR. EDEN:  Yeah.  And so we hired another 6 

architecture firm, Cox Graae Spack, across the 7 

street from Hu's Wear, and they developed a 8 

concept that took several months.  But we were 9 

able to get approval through the ANC and then 10 

finally through Commission of Fine Arts.  And we 11 

have a letter to approve that for the development 12 

of the back end of the building, which will 13 

accommodate the kitchen and new bar area.  So 14 

that's been completed, and now we're at a point 15 

where the MEP has the plans, is developing the 16 

mechanical, actual plumbing, so we can submit for 17 

final permitting.  But it did take a long time. 18 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  So are you going to 19 

have a restaurant behind the clothing store? 20 

MR. EDEN:  That's the idea, yeah. 21 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Yeah? 22 
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MR. EDEN:  Yeah.  Not connected -- 1 

connected only in building, but not space, so you 2 

won't be able to enter the -- 3 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Right. 4 

MR. EDEN:  -- to get to the restaurant. 5 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  You walk around? 6 

MR. EDEN:  You walk around, yeah. 7 

MR. GAUNOUX:  I've got some drawings -- 8 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay, good. 9 

MR. GAUNOUX:  -- if you'd like to take a 10 

look -- and a letter from the Commission of Fine 11 

Arts stating that they have approved the concept. 12 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Thank you. 13 

MR. GAUNOUX:  It took a while to get 14 

through all that. 15 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  It does, I know.  16 

Okay, good. 17 

MR. GAUNOUX:  [Speaking off mic.] 18 

MR. SHORT:  Can I ask a question? 19 

MR. GAUNOUX:  Sure. 20 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Sure. 21 

MR. SHORT:  Has anyone from DCRA or the 22 



7 
 

OLENDER REPORTING, INC. 
1100 Connecticut Avenue N.W., #810, Washington, D.C. 20036 

Washington: 202‐898‐1108 • Baltimore: 410‐752‐3376 
Toll Free: 888‐445‐3376 

building section of the District Government 1 

looked at those plans, or have the engineer -- 2 

MR. GAUNOUX:  We're not there yet. 3 

MR. SHORT:  Okay. 4 

MR. GAUNOUX:  We're still -- 5 

MR. SHORT:  So these plans are in theory? 6 

MR. GAUNOUX:  No, no.  This is the 7 

addition to the building.  It was approved, so 8 

that's a big step, because we couldn't submit the 9 

drawings to DCRA until Commission of Fine Arts. 10 

MR. SHORT:  Okay. 11 

MR. GAUNOUX:  So they're a bigger hurdle 12 

than actually getting the permit. 13 

[Laughter.] 14 

MR. GAUNOUX:  [Speaking off mic.] 15 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay. 16 

MR. GAUNOUX:  [Speaking off mic.] 17 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay. 18 

MR. GAUNOUX:  [Speaking off mic.] 19 

MR. SHORT:  Yeah. 20 

MR. GAUNOUX:  [Speaking off mic.] 21 

MR. SHORT:  That's where the gasoline 22 
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station is. 1 

MR. GAUNOUX:  [Speaking off mic.] 2 

[Simultaneous speaking.] 3 

MR. SHORT:  So you are on the -- 4 

MR. GAUNOUX:  [Speaking off mic.] 5 

MR. SHORT:  South side of the hotel. 6 

MR. GAUNOUX:  [Speaking off mic.] 7 

MR. SHORT:  Oh, that's a nice piece of 8 

property. 9 

MR. GAUNOUX:  [Speaking off mic.] 10 

MR. SHORT:  Yeah. 11 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Yeah. 12 

MR. GAUNOUX:  [Speaking off mic.] 13 

MR. SHORT:  Smart man. 14 

MR. GAUNOUX:  [Speaking off mic.] 15 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Is that for us? 16 

MR. GAUNOUX:  [Speaking off mic.] 17 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  Thank you. 18 

Okay.  So you got concept approval, and 19 

have you applied to DCRA? 20 

MR. EDEN:  Not yet, no. 21 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay. 22 
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MR. EDEN:  We're still waiting on the MEP 1 

plans to get back, final plans from our engineer, 2 

will go after the DCRA. 3 

MR. GAUNOUX:  [Speaking off mic.] 4 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay. 5 

MR. GAUNOUX:  [Speaking off mic.] 6 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Oh. 7 

MR. GAUNOUX:  [Speaking off mic.] 8 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  The plan for the 9 

restaurant? 10 

MR. GAUNOUX:  [Speaking off mic.] 11 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  What kind of 12 

restaurant is it going to be? 13 

MR. EDEN:  I will be a fine dining 14 

establishment, so -- 15 

MR. SHORT:  A what? 16 

MR. EDEN:  A fine dining establishment. 17 

[Laughter.] 18 

[Simultaneous conversation.] 19 

MR. SHORT:  How many seats? 20 

MR. EDEN:  We're looking at about 120 21 

inside, and then we have a private garden for 22 
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about 60. 1 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Wow! 2 

MR. SHORT:  Yeah, that's a large 3 

property. 4 

MR. EDEN:  It's a big space.  We have 5 

about 6,500 square feet, and the garden space is 6 

over -- 7 

MR. RODRIGUEZ:  It's a good area, too, 8 

for it. 9 

MR. EDEN:  I think so.  There's not a lot 10 

of activity. 11 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  How long has your 12 

license been in safekeeping? 13 

MR. EDEN:  About 4 years. 14 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay. 15 

MR. EDEN:  It's taken a long time to get 16 

us here. 17 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  So have you ever 18 

used it? 19 

MR. EDEN:  No. 20 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  No.  Okay. 21 

MR. EDEN:  I have had inspectors come 22 
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out. 1 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Yeah.  So do you 2 

have a projected -- 3 

MR. EDEN:  Open date? 4 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Yeah. 5 

MR. EDEN:  We hope to be open about this 6 

time next  year. 7 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Really?  Okay, good. 8 

MR. EDEN:  It takes a long time. 9 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  And I assume you 10 

have ANC support? 11 

MR. EDEN:  We do. 12 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  You got that for the 13 

concept review? 14 

MR. EDEN:  We got that for the concept 15 

and for -- yeah.  Yes. 16 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay. 17 

MR. EDEN:  Yes, we do.  And neighborhood 18 

support, so -- 19 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Great.  Okay. 20 

All right.  So what we are doing pretty 21 

much routinely these days, depending on, you 22 
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know, there being a good plan, which you have, it 1 

sounds like, we're extending the safekeeping for 2 

6 months until March 31st. 3 

MR. EDEN:  Okay. 4 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  And that just -- 5 

that means, you know, if you're not using it by 6 

March 31st, then you need to reapply for 7 

safekeeping and then give us any update on the 8 

progress, you know, towards the restaurant at 9 

that time. 10 

MR. EDEN:  Okay. 11 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay, good. 12 

Any other questions? 13 

[No audible response.] 14 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  All right.  Then I'm 15 

going to move that we extend this license in 16 

safekeeping until -- 17 

MR. JONES:  I just got a question. 18 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Oops.  Go ahead. 19 

MR. JONES:  It's not really a question, 20 

just more of a statement.  I just want to 21 

emphasize the fact that, obviously, this is 22 
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probably not a major issue for you two or to you 1 

guys, the entity that is before us, but in 6 2 

months, the objective would be to see some 3 

measurable progress and improvement, along those 4 

lines. 5 

Clearly, you look like you're heading in 6 

that direction, and if you're running into issues 7 

with DCRA or challenges, you just want to be able 8 

to capture that and be able to explain that to us 9 

and how you're making your way to move forward to 10 

-- because the objective is we want the license 11 

to be used. 12 

MR. EDEN:  Right. 13 

MR. JONES:  And it looks like you guys 14 

really do as well.  You guys obviously have put 15 

forth a lot of effort into that, but along those 16 

lines, just make sure you're prepared for that, 6 17 

months from now.  The intent is for us to have a 18 

good feel of what you've done and how you're 19 

going to bring your license to use -- being able 20 

to use the license. 21 

MR. EDEN:  Okay.  Thank you. 22 
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MR. JONES:  Any documentation you could 1 

bring would be helpful. 2 

MR. EDEN:  Okay. 3 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  So like this. 4 

MR. JONES:  Yeah.  Like what you brought 5 

today, that's a good measure. 6 

MR. SILVERSTEIN:  Is there a motion? 7 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Yeah.  So I had 8 

started one.  I move to extend this Hu's Wear 9 

license in safekeeping for another 6 months until 10 

March 31st, 2016. 11 

MR. SILVERSTEIN:  I second. 12 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  There's been a 13 

motion that's been seconded. 14 

All those in favor say "aye." 15 

[Chorus of ayes.] 16 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  All those opposed? 17 

[No audible response.] 18 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  All those 19 

abstaining? 20 

[No audible response.] 21 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Motion passes, 22 
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6-zero-zero. 1 

Okay, thank you. 2 

MR. EDEN:  Thank you very much. 3 

MR. JONES:  Good luck to you. 4 

MR. SHORT:  I want to see that menu. 5 

[Laughter.] 6 

[Whereupon, the above-entitled matter 7 

concluded.] 8 

 9 
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