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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

+ + + + +

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL BOARD

+ + + + +

MEETING

þ----------------------------»

IN THE MATTER OF:            :

                             :

Stephen F. Ball              :

Washington City Paper        : Fact Finding

Arts & Crafts Festival       : Hearing

1309 5th Street, NE          : (Status)

Temporary License            :

þ----------------------------¼

            September 25th, 2013

            The Alcoholic Beverage Control

Board met in Alcoholic Beverage Control

Hearing Room, Reeves Building, 2000 14th

Street N.W., Washington, D.C., Chairperson

Ruthanne Miller presiding.

PRESENT:

RUTHANNE MILLER, Chairperson

NICK ALBERTI, Member

DONALD BROOKS, Member 

MICHAEL SILVERSTEIN, Member

ALSO PRESENT:

CRAIG STEWART, ABRA
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1               P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

2                                     (10:35 a.m.)

3             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay, the

4 next case on our calendar is another Fact

5 Finding Hearing.  The Applicant is Stephen

6 Ball, Washington City Paper and Arts and

7 Crafts Festival.

8             Are they here?  Hi, okay.  This is

9 known as the Crafty Bastards Arts and Crafts

10 Festival.

11             MR. COBURN:  Hello.

12             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Hi, okay,

13 welcome.

14             MR. BALL:  Good morning.

15             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Good morning,

16 when you're ready if you would introduce

17 yourselves for the record.

18             MR. BALL:  Stephen Ball for

19 Washington City Paper.

20             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.

21             MR. COBURN:  I'm Skip Coburn,

22 executive director of the Night Life
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1 Association.  Good morning everybody.

2             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Good morning.

3             MR. STEWART:  Supervising

4 Investigator Craig Stewart, ABRA.

5             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.

6             MR. COBURN:  The supervisor

7 investigator, my buddy right here, has just

8 asked me if I have any, please ask me the

9 question for the record?

10             MR. STEWART:  Let me see if you

11 have details, Mr. Coburn.

12             MR. COBURN:  Apparently nobody has

13 provided the investigator with any information

14 about this event.  I find that amusing.

15             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  He's a quick

16 study though.

17             MR. STEWART:  Yes.

18             MR. COBURN:  This is my copy. 

19 I'll borrow it back --

20             MR. STEWART:  No, she has a copy

21 for me.  There you go.  No problem, thank you.

22             MR. COBURN:  Thank you for asking.
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1             MR. STEWART:  Sure.

2             MR. COBURN:  It's okay.

3             MR. STEWART:  You can continue,

4 I'll catch up.

5             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  So I'm aware

6 that there was this festival last year and it

7 was very crowded, very successful I believe. 

8 And --

9             MR. BALL:  Yes, this will be the

10 10th year.

11             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  This will be

12 the 10th, oh, but he moved locations last

13 year, right.

14             MR. BALL:  Yes, from Marie Reeds

15 Center in Adams Morgan to Union Market.

16             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Right, okay. 

17 So why don't you, just to get us on the same

18 page, give a quick overview of the festival

19 and specifically where the alcohol fits in?

20             MR. BALL:  Sure.

21             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.

22             MR. COBURN:  This is, as many
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1 other events have been recently in the fenced

2 in Union Market parking lot.  In addition to

3 be inside the fenced in entire parking lot,

4 the only area where alcohol will be served is

5 also in additionally fenced in area inside the

6 bigger fenced in area.

7             All the alcohol will be sold by

8 just one entity.  One point is, you know, one

9 point of sale only.  The temporary license

10 will be used only.

11             As opposed to what was submitted

12 when we turned this in, they did decide in

13 addition to the extensive security staff,

14 which is Allied Barton, they have professional

15 security company running their security and

16 plus their 140 volunteers, which I find

17 inundating, they also are going to use

18 wristbands.  I've never done an event where

19 they had a 140 volunteers.

20             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Just for the

21 alcohol?

22             MR. COBURN:  No, no, for the
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1 entire event.

2             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Oh, okay.

3             MR. COBURN:  Not for the entire --

4             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.

5             MR. COBURN:  But so I was just

6 emphasizing that they've gone way overboard in

7 terms of supervision for all aspects of public

8 safety and health.  And then they have

9 professional security company guards checking

10 ID's with the volunteers at the beer, they're

11 only selling beer, at the beer area.

12             And they are going to use

13 wristbands, although when we submitted this we

14 answered no.

15             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Oh, okay. 

16 So, yes, I know you thoroughly answered the

17 questions, but sometimes things change and

18 Board Members often have follow-up questions. 

19 So how big an area is being devoted to this

20 beer area?  Beer garden?

21             MR. BALL:  Roughly one tenth, well

22 one eighth of the entire footprint of the
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1 Union Market.  We have the schematics of the

2 floor plans.

3             MR. COBURN:  Did you get the site

4 plan that I submitted?  No.

5             MR. STEWART:  This here?

6             MR. COBURN:  That would be the

7 same thing.

8             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Oops, I've

9 got the same thing.

10             MR. COBURN:  I don't know the

11 exact, well I can look here.  It's

12 approximately 70 feet plus --

13             MR. STEWART:  It's this whole

14 section, right?

15             MR. BALL:  Yes.

16             MR. COBURN:  70 plus 93 and a 115.

17             MEMBER ALBERTI:  May I just

18 interrupt very quickly?

19             MR. COBURN:  Yes.

20             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Can you identify

21 where --

22             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Oh, okay.
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1             MEMBER ALBERTI:  -- where in the

2 schematic, what section?

3             MR. COBURN:  Here with all the

4 little squares, the little baby squares in

5 this upper corner.

6             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay, great.

7             MR. COBURN:  It's that, it's this

8 --

9             MR. BALL:  You might need to turn

10 the page, open it up so it shows the whole

11 thing.

12             MR. COBURN:  It's okay, they can

13 see.  It's this upper right hand corner with

14 all the little tables.

15             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay.

16             MR. COBURN:  So this, if I can

17 open it up here without everything falling

18 out.  So this is the entire parking lot.  And

19 the upper like one quarter is --

20             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Got you.

21             MR. COBURN:  -- the fenced in beer

22 area.
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1             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay.  Thank you.

2             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.

3             MR. COBURN:  Good question.

4             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  So is there

5 food also being served with the beer?

6             MR. BALL:  Yes, there are about

7 nine food trucks that will be there throughout

8 the day.

9             MR. COBURN:  Plus all of the

10 vendors inside.

11             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  In this area

12 or?

13             MR. BALL:  Yes.

14             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  And

15 food, so it's nine food trucks and then beer

16 and other drinks, non-alcoholic drinks?

17             MR. BALL:  Yes.  Sodas, water,

18 honest tea.

19             MR. COBURN:  And all the vendors

20 inside Union Market will be selling food as

21 well.

22             MR. BALL:  Yes.
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1             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Right.  Is

2 there a separate entrance to get into this

3 fenced in area?

4             MR. BALL:  Just to get into that

5 fenced in area or to, you would have to go

6 through the festival to get into there.

7             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Right.  No,

8 you're in the festival --

9             MR. BALL:  You see where the two

10 tents, little small tents here are, that's

11 where you would go into that festival, that's

12 where we'll have security as well.

13             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  Can

14 people under 21 go in the area?

15             MR. BALL:  Yes, the whole is going

16 to be family friendly.  We have three sets of

17 wristbands.

18             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.

19             MR. BALL:  One just to walk into

20 the festival for each day.  A different color

21 for each day.

22             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Oh, once you
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1 pay to make sure they --

2             MR. BALL:  Yes.

3             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay, all

4 right.

5             MR. BALL:  And then to get into

6 the beer festival or the beer garden area,

7 they'll be a separate third or a separate

8 colored wristband.

9             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Well what's

10 the third, did you say three?

11             MR. BALL:  There's one for each

12 day.  So there's a blue one for one day and a

13 red one for another day and then a different

14 colored one for the beer.

15             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Oh, I see,

16 okay.  So I mean how many people can, are you

17 controlling the number of people like in the

18 previous fact finding we heard?

19             MR. BALL:  We're probably going to

20 keep it around 600 or 700.  But at the end of

21 the day this is more of an add-on to the event

22 then it is the focal point.
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1             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Right.

2             MR. BALL:  The biggest crowds are

3 going to be primarily shopping throughout the

4 other tents.

5             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Right.  Okay.

6             MR. COBURN:  If you never have

7 happened to go to this event it's amazing

8 because they not only have arts and crafts

9 vendors there that are selling wares, they're

10 having little tutorials and teaching people

11 how to do things.  And they have some of the

12 vendors actually have it setup so that kids

13 and other people can sit down and actually

14 create stuff.  So it's real cool.

15             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  I actually

16 was at the one, Meridian.

17             MR. BALL:  They're very cool.

18             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Yes.  So who

19 is checking, you're checking ID's at the

20 entrance?

21             MR. BALL:  Yes, we're checking

22 ID's at the entrance to the beer garden. 
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1 That's going to be run by Allied Barton

2 Security.

3             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.

4             MR. BALL:  They are the in-house

5 security for Union Market.  We've hired

6 additional staff beyond their normal Union

7 Market staff --

8             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.

9             MR. BALL:  -- to supplement.  And

10 so we'll have, we've allocated four just for

11 that specific area.  And then we have another

12 additional six plus a supervisor that will be

13 throughout the rest of the festival kind of

14 managing shoplifting or anything like that.

15             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  So can they

16 bring drinks out --

17             MR. BALL:  No.

18             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  They can't

19 bring drinks out, okay.

20             MR. BALL:  Non-alcoholic drinks.

21             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Right.

22             MR. BALL:  We're not using cups,
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1 so they'll, so it will be easy to identify.

2             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  All

3 right, other questions?

4             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Just a follow-up.

5             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Yes, Mr.

6 Alberti.

7             MEMBER ALBERTI:  So the beer is

8 only sold in bottles?

9             MR. BALL:  Cans.

10             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Cans and bottles.

11             MR. BALL:  Cans.

12             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay.  But you

13 are allowing other drinks to be taken outside

14 of that area?

15             MR. BALL:  Just bottled water or

16 bottled soda.

17             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Oh, are you using

18 --

19             MR. COBURN:  No cups.  No cups.

20             MR. BALL:  No cups at all.

21             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Great, that makes

22 things easy.  I think.  It makes it easier to
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1 monitor.

2             MR. BALL:  We try.

3             MEMBER ALBERTI:  For everyone. 

4 Great.  Whose doing the ID checking?

5             MR. BALL:  Allied Barton Security.

6             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay, great.  No

7 other questions.

8             MR. BALL:  Thank you.

9             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Thank you, good

10 luck.

11             MR. BALL:  Thank you.

12             MEMBER ALBERTI:  It's a great

13 event.

14             MR. BALL:  Thank you.

15             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Wait, don't

16 go yet.  Are there other, other Board Members

17 have questions?  Okay, Mr. Stewart?

18             MR. STEWART:  I have some, yes.

19             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Go ahead.

20             MR. STEWART:  Thank you.  On the

21 fact finding questionnaire, I guess you sent

22 to the director?
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1             MR. COBURN:  Yes.

2             MR. STEWART:  And the application,

3 the application says sales from 10:00 a.m. to

4 6:00 p.m. and on your, I guess the document

5 you submitted to us it says from 11:00 a.m. to

6 6:00 p.m.?

7             MR. COBURN:  You're going to have

8 to, from time to time, what are your actual

9 hours of alcohol sales?

10             MR. BALL:  We're not going to open

11 the beer garden till 11:00.  We'll have the

12 food trucks open, but we won't start serving

13 alcohol until 11:00.

14             MR. STEWART:  Okay.

15             MR. BALL:  We just added the extra

16 hour in the application for just in case.

17             MR. COBURN:  I think the 10:00

18 a.m. was the event and 11:00 a.m. is alcohol

19 sales.

20             MR. BALL:  Right.

21             MR. STEWART:  Okay.  Will there be

22 a last call?
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1             MR. BALL:  Yes, 6:00 p.m.

2             MR. STEWART:  But that's when the

3 event ends?

4             MR. BALL:  Oh, I'm sorry, 5:30

5 p.m., yes.

6             MR. STEWART:  5:30.  Did you

7 provide a Public Space Permit for that type of

8 event?

9             MR. COBURN:  No, because it's on a

10 private parking lot.  It's on the Union Market

11 parking lot which is not public space.

12             MR. STEWART:  Will there be tents?

13             MR. COBURN:  Yes.

14             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Do you have a

15 tent permit?

16             MR. COBURN:  I do.

17             MR. BALL:  Yes.

18             MR. COBURN:  I do.

19             MR. STEWART:  Okay.  You have that

20 available?

21             MR. COBURN:  I do.  You can go

22 ahead and ask more questions while I look for
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1 it.

2             MR. STEWART:  Okay.  How about

3 entertainment, do you have entertainment?

4             MR. BALL:  There will be a demo

5 stage with various crafters demonstrating --

6             MR. STEWART:  I mean I'm talking

7 about like live bands, music or anything?

8             MR. BALL:  No, no.  I mean we'll

9 be pumping in music through our PA system when

10 there aren't demos going on stage.  When we're

11 kind of between the demos, but that will be

12 for entertainment.

13             MR. STEWART:  Okay.  How many

14 staff members will you have selling alcohol?

15             MR. BALL:  Selling?  We'll have

16 one that will be selling tickets or two that

17 will be selling tickets and then those tickets

18 will be given to our six openers, I guess.

19             MR. STEWART:  And are they

20 employees of yours?

21             MR. BALL:  Half are employees and

22 half are volunteers.
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1             MR. STEWART:  Okay, and what's

2 their level of training for serving alcohol?

3             MR. BALL:  They are, three of them

4 are tip certified.  And those are the ones

5 that are going to be kind of overseeing that

6 specific 10 by 20 space.  Or 10 by 30 space.

7             MR. STEWART:  Are your employees

8 and security, will they be distinguished by

9 any clothing?

10             MR. BALL:  Allied Barton, they'll

11 all be in uniform, yes.

12             MR. STEWART:  Allied Barton is

13 serving the alcohol?

14             MR. BALL:  Oh, no, they'll be in

15 Washington City Paper t-shirts, yes.

16             MR. STEWART:  Okay.  Are they

17 allowed to drink, the employees?

18             MR. BALL:  Absolutely not.

19             MR. STEWART:  Allied Barton,

20 that's a regular security company?

21             MR. BALL:  Yes.

22             MR. STEWART:  What's their
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1 training with regards to alcohol events?

2             MR. BALL:  They have special

3 event, they do special event security as well.

4             MR. STEWART:  And they're level of

5 checking ID's and fake ID's?

6             MR. COBURN:  I provided them with

7 ID checking book.  And that same company is

8 the in-house security company at Union Market.

9             And so they are doing this

10 regularly, almost every Saturday, Sunday at

11 these events.  Either inside Union Market or

12 in the parking lot.  And I've given them

13 copies of the ID book.

14             MR. STEWART:  Okay.

15             MR. COBURN:  The current, the 2013

16 book.

17             MR. STEWART:  Will there be any

18 Metropolitan Police there?

19             MR. COBURN:  No, MPD approved this

20 event, signed off on it as a special event on

21 private property.  And because there was no

22 street blockage, MPD determined that no police
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1 were necessary.  No MPD police.

2             MR. STEWART:  That's all I have,

3 Madam, thank you.

4             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  I just

5 want to ask, will you be there all day?

6             MR. BALL:  I will.

7             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay, great. 

8 Okay, any other questions?  All right.  Do you

9 have any other questions?

10             MR. BALL:  No, ma'am.

11             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.

12             MR. COBURN:  Thank you very much.

13             MR. BALL:  Thank you.

14             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Well we're

15 going to, wait for this.

16             MR. COBURN:  I think Craig asked

17 really good questions, I think it would be

18 great if those questions were added to

19 interrogative questionnaire.

20             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay, I hear

21 what you're saying.

22             MR. COBURN:  Good questions.
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1             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Yes, they are

2 good questions, yes, so okay.  It was good to

3 hear your answers in person somewhat too and

4 add a little bit of a give and take about

5 what's happening.

6             I think that what happens you know

7 if, after many years if it's the same thing

8 then it becomes less necessary to come in

9 because I know that it's a little bit of an

10 effort to come in.  But, and sometimes it can

11 make a difference to us to really understand

12 what you're doing and for you to hear some of

13 our concerns and --

14             MR. BALL:  Absolutely, we're happy

15 to be here.

16             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.

17             MR. COBURN:  And I have to admit

18 it's fun to come here in an non-adversarial

19 context.

20             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  So I hope to

21 make the festival.  I don't know, I hope to.

22             MR. COBURN:  Oh, I hope you can.



202-234-4433
Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.

Page 23

1             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  I heard great

2 things about it from last year.

3             MR. COBURN:  And it's in that

4 really nice area now.  It's --

5             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  I know, that

6 parking lot is great for these events.

7             MEMBER ALBERTI:  I save my --

8             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  What?

9             MEMBER ALBERTI:  -- allowance

10 every year for your festival.  I said, I save

11 my allowance every year for your festival.

12             MR. COBURN:  Great.

13             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Do you have a

14 question?

15             MR. COBURN:  He wanted to know

16 when he might be able to pickup --

17             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Right here,

18 we'll all set.

19             MR. COBURN:  Thank you everybody.

20             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Thank you.

21             MR. STEWART:  Thank you.

22             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Thank you
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1 very much.

2             (Whereupon, the hearing in the

3 above-mentioned matter was adjourned at 10:50

4 a.m.)
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