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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
+ + + + +

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL BOARD
+ + + + +

MEET ING

IN THE MATTER OF:

Daniel E. Kirner :

Taste of DC - Fact-finding
Pennsylvania Avenue, - Hearing

9th and 14th Street :

License No. 84847

September 19, 2013

The Alcoholic Beverage Control
Board met in Alcoholic Beverage Control
Hearing Room, Reeves Building, 2000 14th
Street N.W., Washington, D.C., Chairperson
Ruthanne Miller presiding.
PRESENT :
RUTHANNE MILLER, Chairperson

NICK ALBERTI, Member
DONALD BROOKS, Member
HERMAN JONES, Member
MICHAEL SILVERSTEIN, Member

ALSO PRESENT:
ABYIE GHENENE, OAG

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
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P-R-O-C-E-E-D-1-N-G-S
12:05 p.m.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay, we have
one more fact finding this morning. It"s the
applicant is Daniel Kirner, Taste of DC, for
October 12 through 13. Okay.

(OFff the record comments)

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay, would

you introduce yourself, sir, for the record

please.

MR. KIRNER: 1"m Dan Kirner, with
Taste of DC.

MR. MARTENS: Steuart Martens,
Taste of DC.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay. Dan,
what®"s your last name?

MR. KIRNER: It"s Kirner, K-1-R-N-
E-R.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: K-1-R-N-E-R,
okay. And, I"m sorry.

MR. MARTENS: Last name 1is

Martens, M-A-R-T-E-N-S.

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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CHAIRPERSON MILLER: And your

first name?

MR. MARTENS: Steuart.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Steuart,
okay .

MR. GHENENE: ABRA i1nvestigator
Abyie Ghenene.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Great, okay.
This 1s Taste of DC, which has been a very
successftul event, right, for how many years?
How many years?

MR. MARTENS: 1t"s been around
since "89.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay. |1
thought 1t was a very long time. Okay. |1
probably have reviewed this once. Because
1"ve only been on the Board for a little over
a year.

MR. MARTENS: Okay.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: But I do
recall that i1s the case. And | think that you

have been asked back because of the size of

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433




© o0 N oo o b~ w NP

[EEN
o

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

Page 4

the event.

MR. MARTENS: Sure.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: 1Is 1t
different iIn any way, this year from last
year?

MR. MARTENS: Slightly, but not
inherently different, nothing that"s going to
change dramatically. We"ve changed some
locations of certain things around, based on
making some tweaks here and there for crowd
control.

And just every year we see that we
want to move around, iIn particular, where
people line up for a soda, water, and at the
beverage pods and they create a road block,
just of human beings. So we moved that
around.

But other than that, we"re moving
our craft beer section to the south side of
12th. 1t used to be In front of the stage on
Pennsylvania between 9th and 10th. And now

that®"s going to the south side of 12th.

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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CHAIRPERSON MILLER: That"s good.

MR. MARTENS: So that i1s a big
change as i1t relates to being here.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: And why are
you doing that?

MR. MARTENS: More space, also to
make 1t a defined area. 1 think 1t"1l keep it
a little bit more contained. And also we want
to make 1t 1ts own, almost event within the
event.

MR. KIRNER: 1°d say the other
reason we"re doing that, the past two years we
had national talent on our main stage, that's
that stage Steuart"s referencing.

We"re changing that this year to
be a culinary demonstration stage. So in
terms of just having something like that
meshes well with 1t, 1t really makes sense to
have a beer area by a culinary demonstration
stage.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay. That

makes sense. 1| think maybe 1 should let you

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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just give, really briefly, like the overall
picture of Taste of DC and then how the
alcohol fits iIn.

MR. KIRNER: Okay. We have 60
plus restaurants that are on Pennsylvania
Avenue. So they"re DC area restaurants
that"1l come. They"ll get a 10 by 10 or a 10
by 20 space that they®"ll be selling a limited
menu off of, so one to four menu i1tems.

We" 1l have three locations on
Pennsylvania Avenue that"ll be serving beer,
wine, soda and water. So not your big beer
areas, but just something where we"re offering
like a Bud Light or a Stella or something
light like that.

And then on the south side of 12th
we have the craft beer area, a family zone at
14th and Penn, and then a line area at the
intersection there of 12th and Penn.

And then we also have two music
stages, one on the south of 12th and then one

just south of the intersection of 11th and

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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Penn and then the culinary stage at 9th and
Penn.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay. And
how is how i1s the alcohol being controlled?

MR. KIRNER: So the entire venue®s
going to be fenced in. We"ll have initial ID
check at the two entrance locations. Anyone
that pre-purchased tickets that would have
included alcohol tickets, they have to get
their 1D checked before being able to redeem
those tickets.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: So when you
come into the event, you get a wrist band if
you think you may want to --

MR. KIRNER: Yes. We"re really
the ID check. We were hoping that we could do
stamps as proof of age versus a wrist band.
But we"ll have some sort of proof of age after
someone will get their ID checked like we"ve
done at the other events that we do.

So the first thing that would

happen 1T you"re trying to get tickets is that

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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we"d have an ID check and give you a stamp or
a wrist band.

So we"ve had, 1 wouldn™"t say
Issues iIs In the past, but people bypassed the
tent when we have i1t inside the venue. And
then when they try and get something, we have
to tell them they have to go back to the tent
and get their ID checked.

So 1t"s more just being better for
our consumers to have that ID check be the
first thing. So 1t"s something they"re not
going to miss when they come in.

And then once they®"re 1In and
they"ve gotten their 1D checked, most of the
beverages are going to be sold with beverage
tickets. So there®s going to be two ticket
trailers where people can purchase beverage
tickets. And then they"ll use those like
currency at the various beverage pods and beer
and wine tasting areas.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay. So

they can walk around with their alcohol

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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drinks. Is that correct?

MR. KIRNER: Yeah, the venue is
fenced in. That 1s correct.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay. And 1s
it like the other place we were listening to
earlier, that security is for the whole venue?
Or do you have separate --

MR. KIRNER: The security is for
the whole venue. 1°d say the majority of it
we"re going to be allocating to those alcohol
areas. And then we also have MPD reimbursable
to beef that up.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay.

MR. MARTENS: And we also have an
MPD squad car at the end of every block In
addition to the MPD reimbursable, not that
they“"re patrolling alcohol, but they are there
so that the police presence i1s surrounding the
event.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Yes.

MR. MARTENS: And then you"ve got

more of an inter-MPD, the reimbursable detail,

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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you"ve got at least two to three officers on
every block. And then we"ll have our security
personnel as well.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: How much
security will you have? How many security
people will you have?

MR. MARTENS: We literally just
met with MPD this morning and are finalizing
those numbers. So that we"ve finished with
them, we had put 20 here. 1t"s probably going
to stay right around there.

But again, we wanted to finalize
everything with MPD today and make sure that
we had an understanding of what they were
trying to do and what their presence was going
to be like at the event.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: And are you
having any particularly devoted to where
alcohol 1s sold or not?

MR. MARTENS: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Yes.

MR. KIRNER: Are you referring to

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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MPD or security?

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Both.

MR. KIRNER: Yeah. Well, I guess
the answer would be both, for both of them,
yeah. So we"re working with MPD. They"re
going to have a couple of officers on the
blocks and then they want to devote officers
into the craft beer area.

And we"ll have our security
throughout the venue in addition to the beer
and wine area and each of the beverage pods.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay. So
you"re working with MPD on the numbers, right?

MR. KIRNER: That we have,
correct.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: And why do
you want a stamp instead of wrist bands?

MR. MARTENS: There"s several
reasons. One of the things that I"m concerned
about with a wrist band 1s somebody could take
it off. And then they could grab a piece of

scotch tape or some piece of adhesive or

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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something and put it on a friend or even just
hold 1t, and they"ve got a wrist band on.
With a stamp you can"t do that.

The other thing 1s, not that it
relates to ABRA that much, but wrist bands
create a huge bottle neck. They"re very
cumbersome to get on. And they also create a
lot of trash, whereas stamps don"t do that.

And once you®ve ID"d and decided,
okay, this person®s 21, i1t"s a quick thing.
You"re not creating a lot of trash on the
ground.

So 1t"ll help keep Pennsylvania a
little bit cleaner. Because the wrist bands
all have that little tear tab that ends up
falling on the ground that"s holding that
piece of adhesive.

And 1 think a lot of the other
things, I"m just concerned that somebody would
take off a wrist band or somehow could -- |
mean, you could cut 1t off. And you could put

It on somebody else"s wrist. And then

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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somebody who®"s not 21 has got a wrist band on.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: So 1s the
downside though that the stamps aren®"t as
visible?

MR. MARTENS: No. The stamp is --

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: You have a
big one?

MR. MARTENS: It"s huge. And i1t"s
got a big knife and fork on 1t. And it"s blue
or red. You can"t miss i1t. So we"d have a
separate color for each day. And i1t"s an in-
house stamp, so 1t"s not like something you
could be like, oh, that"s the stamp, and go
out and get 1t. It"s a custom made --

MR. KIRNER: And then it has text
on 1t. So, I guess, the fear of trying to
transfer the stamp, you"d would end up getting
mirror writing on i1t. So i1f someone is
looking at the stamp, you could tell that i1t"s
not the stamp that we applied.

MR. MARTENS: So if somebody got

the stamp but then ran over to a friend and

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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licked i1t and tried to put it on their hand,

it wouldn"t work. You®"d be surprised. We
have --

(Laughter)

MR. MARTENS: |If there"s any way
around 1t, they think of a way to do it.

(Simultaneous speaking)

MR. MARTENS: You"ve got to think
of everything, you know.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: My last
question is, how is the alcohol being served?
Is 1t going to be in cups, specific cups?

MR. MARTENS: So same thing as a
lot of our other events that we"ve come before
you. We use clear cups.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Clear, okay.

MR. MARTENS: 1It"s all draft.
There"s nothing else there. So you can"t take
it to go. Drink 1t or throw 1t away. And
iIt"'s In a cold plate, so 1t"s out of a draft
system.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay -

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433




© o0 N oo o b~ w N

[EEN
o

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

Page 15

There®s no limit on how many drinks you can
get, is there?

MR. MARTENS: A lot of our
managers and the security personnel we work
with, they"re TIPS trained. So clearly at a
certain point 1f somebody®"s -- It"s Taste of
DC. This is not —-

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Yeah, right.

MR. MARTENS: -- very different
than a lot of our other events. Most people
are pushing strollers around. So i1t"s a very
family friendly event. So we don"t ever even
encounter that really.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay,
perfect. All right. Mr. Ghenene?

MR. GHENENE: Yes, thank you. |
just first off want to say that 1 worked
several events that they"ve put on. And the
two of them are very hands on.

It"s not that they"re hiding in
the trailer or In a car somewhere. They"re

constantly walking around and engaging

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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security, vendors, us, MPD, EMS, very, very
much hands on.

So i1n addition, I"ve also
administered minimally 50 ID checks at the
last several events that they®ve held. And 1
haven®t come across one under age drinker, one
misused ID or one fake ID. And I%ve tried.

(Laughter)

MR. GHENENE: And, yeah, they"ve
been very open and very helpful. So | have no
questions.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Oh, okay.
Great. Any other questions?

MR. BROOKS: Yeah.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Yeah, Mr.
Brooks?

MR. BROOKS: Did you guys have any
problems last year to speak of, none?

MR. MARTENS: Not ABRA related.

We did have one lady who fell down. I don"t
know. 1 think she was dehydrated, wasn"t

feeling well.

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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MR. KIRNER:
cable box.

MR. BROOKS:

MR. KIRNER:
walked i1n, the menu, yes

MR. MARTENS:
drinking.

MR. ALBERTI:

MR. MARTENS:

MR. BROOKS:
going to do 1t next year?
MR. MARTENS:
MR. BROOKS:
going to do 1t next year?
MR. KIRNER:
MR. MARTENS:
CHAIRPERSON M
MR. MARTENS:
MR. BROOKS:
That"s all I have, Madam

CHAIRPERSON M

MR. BROOKS:

Page 17
She tripped over the

Oh, cable. Okay.
But probably when she

She hadn®"t been

Not there anyways?
Yeah, not with us.

So are you guys

Huh?

Are you two guys

That"s the plan.
20147
ILLER: Yeah.

I hope so.
Oh, okay. All right.
Chair.
ILLER: Okay.

I have no questions.

Neal R. Gross &
202-234-4

Co.,
433

Inc.
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CHAIRPERSON MILLER: All right.

And 1 move we approve the application of Taste
of DC.

MR. BROOKS: Good luck, guys.

MR. KIRNER: Thank you very much,
appreciate 1t. Hope to see you down there.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: You guys
going to approve this?

MR. ALBERTI: Yes, of course.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay, very
good. Thank you very much. Great job,
everybody. So we"re signing off now.

(Whereupon, the hearing iIn the

above-entitled matter was concluded at 12:17

p.m.)

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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