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P-ROCE-EDI-NGS
(2:21 p.m)

CHAIR MLLER: Al right, our next
hearing | believe is at 2:30 and | don't see
anyone in the audience right now, so --

MEMBER ALBERTI: Wait up, folKks.

CHAIR M LLER Wait.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Pl ease.

(O f the record comrents)

CHAIR MLLER So we're going to
recess until 2:30 or at least until the next
i ndi vidual s show up for the fact finding hearing.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled natter
went off the record at 2:21 p.m and resuned at
2:22 p.m)

CHAIR MLLER: Ckay, so you are here
for the Zul a Restaurant?

MR, WOLDAI:  Yes.

CHAIR MLLER: Al right, then I'm
going to call the fact finding hearing of Zula
Rest aurant | ocated at 1933 9th Street, N W,

Li cense Nunber 60547, and ANC 1B, and, also, it's

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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a case involving a request to extend saf ekeepi ng.

So have a seat, please, yes. |If you
could introduce yourself for the record.

MR, WOLDAI: Ckay. M nane is Daniel
Wldai. | amthe owner of Zula Restaurant, 1933
9th Street. | used to be owner, there's not any
Zul a Restaurant at the tine, they denolished that
pl ace.

CHAIR M LLER  There is no restaurant
there now is that what you are sayi ng?

MR. WOLDAI: Yes. | nean they
denol i shed the whol e place, so there is no, there
IS no restaurant existing in that area now.

CHAIR MLLER: So the building is
denvol i shed?

MR. WOLDAI: The building, yes.

CHAIR M LLER. When was that, in 2013?

MR, WOLDAI:  Yes.

CHAIR MLLER Ckay. So what | want
to say is this is what's called a fact finding
hearing. [It's not an evidentiary hearing where,

you know, where you're put under oath or you

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com
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present evidence and, you know, you've done
sonet hi ng wong, and, you know, we're | ooking at
you that way.

This is what's called a fact finding
because we want to find out with your safekeeping
| i cense since it's been in safekeeping for
awhil e, which is, you know, two years.

MR WOLDAI:  Yes.

CHAIR MLLER: And | think the
phi |l osophy of the Board is that |icenses are to
be used and so when do you expect to use it, if
you do, or what are your plans?

So if it's been denolished for two
years what have you done since then with respect
to | ooking for another place or anything like
t hat ?

MR. WOLDAI: Yes, we're | ooking. |
mean ne and ny wife were running the business for
| i ke over 12 years.

CHAIR M LLER  Ww, okay.

MR, WOLDAI: Yes, since 2000.

CHAIR M LLER  Yes.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MR WOLDAI: So all of a sudden | nean
the landl ords sold for this big investor, so we
were unable to get that place. W were | ooking
to get sone, a new place, and we couldn't find
the right place for us.

So all of a sudden we opened a new
deli in Rockville, Maryland where we |ive.

CHAIR M LLER  Yes.

VR, WOLDAI : It's been a year now, SO
still we are, | nmean we are still |ooking for the
right place for us, whichis, we couldn't find so
far so that's why | presented the extension,
what ever, for the saf ekeeping.

So it's not the right tine, so | don't
know where to find, but | keep | ooking el sewhere.

CHAIR M LLER: How are you | ooking?
Do you have real estate agent or --

MR, WOLDAI: No.

CHAIR M LLER:  No.

MR WOLDAI: In fact ny priority, our
priority is to find like not to rent, if we can

able to buy. W don't want the sane thing to

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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happen agai n.

W own the business and all of a
sudden, you know, the | andl ord kick you out, so
we are | ooking for a place to buy property and
invest. That's why it took us sone --

CHAIR MLLER: So you are looking to
buy i nstead of |ease?

MR WOLDAI:  Yes.

CHAIR MLLER. And what part of the
City are you |l ooking in?

MR WOLDAI: Well if it's possible the
Nort hwest area. |If not | can, | don't know,
maybe Northeast, |'m not sure.

CHAIR MLLER. Ckay. Do you have a
goal or a plan, you know, or it's just open-ended
by when you hope to find a new pl ace?

MR, WOLDAI: Maybe. | don't know, one
year's tine period. | amstill |ooking, but, I
mean the price of the property at this tine
exaggerates, getting high, so | guess that's why
it took nme sone tine.

| mean | amnot a mllionaire, so

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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that's the reason.

CHAIR MLLER. Yes. kay, Board
Menber s?

MEMBER SHORT: | have a question.

CHAIR MLLER  Ckay, M. Short.

MEMBER SHORT: How | ong did you have
the |license before 2013? You're building got
torn down in 2013, you say, you're |andlord put
you out in 2013?

MR, WOLDAI:  Yes.

MEMBER SHORT: And how | ong were you
i n business before that date?

MR. WOLDAI: For 12 years. W opened
t he business in 2000. Since 2000, yes.

MEMBER SHORT: From 2000 to 20157

MR, WOLDAI:  Yes.

MEMBER SHORT: And so what since 2013
to now you say you haven't been able to find
anything to use that |icense any place?

MR WOLDAI: Well | nean in the
nmeantime all when this happens we |ike take a

break for like awhile. W had been in the

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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business in for like 12 years for |ike, you know,
seven days a week.

W' ve been doing all this so we take
a break like awhile, a year, then after that
we'll start |ooking at the real estate nmarket and
we cannot afford thus far.

MEMBER SHORT: And you received a
| etter to cone here today, correct?

MR, WOLDAI:  Yes.

MEMBER SHORT: And do you know why you
received that letter? Pretty much the City wants
those licenses to be used. They want themto
generate busi ness and t axes.

When you have your license in
saf ekeeping it's really not good for you or the
City. So you say you don't have any plans to do
anything within the next year?

MR WOLDAI: |I'mlooking. |I'm
| ooking. W are looking to get a place. This is
not the right time that's why I'mstill | ooking,
so if I can get a chance for |ike one year to,

you know, to open a business.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MEMBER SHORT: Well | wi sh you | uck,
but sonmebody needs to be using that |icense,
that's why you are here today. W're trying to
notify you that that |icense needs to be used.

You just can't sit onit. |It's got to
be used.

CHAIR MLLER M. Rodriguez?

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: Yes. Sir, so tell
me how are you | ooki ng? Wen you say you are
| ooki ng what is the process? You don't have a
real estate person |ooking for you, right?

MR, WOLDAI: No.

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: No. So how are you
| ooki ng?

MR, WOLDAI: Well through the
websi t es.

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: Yes. That's it,

t hrough the website?

MR WOLDAI: Yes. Over a year, Yyes.

VMEMBER RODRI GUEZ: That's, you know - -
| "' mnot happy with that.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Questi on.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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CHAIR M LLER  Yes, M. Alberti.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Can you give nme nore
detail, what do you nean through a website, what
websites?

MR WOLDAI: Well ny wife she is doing
those things. | amnot too involved with it.
She's the one in charge, so she's the one, she
was runni ng the business. She was the manager
and she's nunber one.

MALE PARTI CI PANT: Can we tal k about
this for a mnute or what are you going to do?

CHAIR M LLER  You want to tal k about
t hi s?

MALE PARTI Cl PANT: Yes, | do want to
tal k about this, what instructions to give him
| would like to tal k about this.

CHAIR M LLER.  On.

MALE PARTI Cl PANT:  About what
i nstructions to give him

MEMBER SHORT: Ckay, well that --
Yes, can we go back?

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: | think that's what

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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M. Short is asking.

CHAIR MLLER Ckay, we need to take
a quick break. W want to just discuss about one
I ssue regardi ng how you shoul d probably proceed
with respect to your |icense.

MR, WOLDAI: Ckay.

CHAIR MLLER So to do that | need to
just have the Board vote on discussing in a
cl osed sessi on.

MR, WOLDAI: Ckay.

CHAIR MLLER. Al right. As
Chai rperson of the Al coholic Beverage Contro
Board for the District of Colunbia in accordance
with Section 405 of the Open Meetings Anmendnent
Act of 2010 I nove that the ABC Board hold a
cl osed neeting for the purpose of seeking |egal
advi ce fromour counsel on the case Zul a
Rest aurant per Section 405(b)(4) of the Open
Meeti ngs Amendnent Act of 2010 and deli berating
upon the case for the reasons cited in Section
405(b) (13) of the Open Meetings Amendnent Act of

2010. |s there a second?

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  Second.

CHAIR M LLER M. Silverstein
seconded the notion. Al those in -- W're going
to take a roll call vote on this notion now that
it's been seconded. M. Alberti?

MEMBER ALBERTI: | agree.

CHAIR MLLER M. Rodriguez?

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: | agree.

CHAIR MLLER Ms. MIler agrees. M.
Si | verstein?

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN: | agree.

CHAIR M LLER:  And, M. Short?

MEMBER SHORT: | agree.

CHAIR MLLER Ckay. Mdtion passes 5-
0-0. | hereby give notice that the ABC Board
will recess this proceeding until the cl osed
neeting in the ABC Conference Room pursuant to
t he Open Meetings Amendnent Act of 2010.

Okay, we will return shortly and then
gi ve you a report.

MR, WOLDAI: Sure.

CHAIR MLLER Ckay, thank you.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MR. WOLDAI: Thank you.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled natter
went off the record at 2:32 p.m and resuned at
2:57 p.m)

CHAIR MLLER. Ckay, we are back on
the record. So we just had a discussion with
respect to your license because it's been
i nactive for awhile and it did not appear that
you were really working actively to reuse it,
even t hough you say you are looking to reuse it.

A couple of things | want to tell you,
one is you do always have the option of canceling
the license and then applying for a license fresh
agai n when you want a |icense.

Because in this case, | don't want to
get into it too nuch, but you are incurring fees
by keeping it in safekeeping. There is a new | aw
t hat assesses fees against you for keeping it
i nsi de saf ekeeping in addition to renewal .

So | just want to bring that to your
attention and | also want to bring to your

attention the law on this in case you want to

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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| ook at what |aw is governing our decision with
respect to your safekeeping and it's 25-791 and
it's on the website.

| f you put ABRA into your Google
you'll cone up with our website and you can see
our rules.

But it says, in one part it says if
the |licensee has not initiated proceedings to
resume operations or transfer the license within
60 days after suspension the Board may deemthis
| i cense abandoned after giving notice to the
| i censee.

And it also tal ks about our review ng
| i censes in saf ekeeping every six nonths, so
you'll find that on the web with the | aws, which
brings us to your particular case.

Because we don't see any, nuch
novenent on this |icense we are considering
canceling the license, but we are not canceling
it today.

What we were going to do is extend

your license in safekeeping for another six

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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nont hs, until March 31st, which is the date that
we have been giving to everybody so far that cane
in for an extension of safekeeping.

And you'll get a letter fromus
putting this in witing, or fromour counsel, but
at that point we would need to see a real plan of
your intent to put this license in saf ekeeping.

A real plan nmeaning, you know, that
you' ve gone forward and you've found a | ocation
or | eased one or bought one, or whatever it is,
|"mgoing to | eave that up to, but sonething
really concrete in order for you to maintain this
| i cense.

So we will be scheduling a hearing for
you agai n before March 31st, at which point you
can address us as to where your |license will be
at that point.

And then the process is after that
we'll see how it goes. You know, if you' ve got
sonet hing concrete then we can extend it again
for another six nonths in the nost |ikelihood.

| f you don't have anything, you know,

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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it may be canceled at that point. But | would
say that you are still able, even if it's
cancel ed you are still able to apply for another
| i cense when you are ready.

But as certain Board Menbers have
stated that it's Board policy not to keep these
| i censes out there not being used.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Sir -- May | speak?

CHAIR M LLER  Sure.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Sir, the Board has
agreed that, yes, we're going to take look in six
nonths to see where you are, but at the end of
the year we expect a license to be in use, or at
the very least for you to have a | ease agreenent
for a place to put it at the end of a year.

So that's really the deadline we are
| ooking at, all right. W expect to hear
concrete plans fromyou in six nonths and then
six nmonths after that, one year fromtoday, we
expect at the very least that you will have a
| ease for a place to put this, all right.

Hopefully it will be active by then,

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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all right, and if it isn't, if it isn't, your
|icense is at risk of being cancel ed.

And | can tell you that given the
track record of this Board it probably, given
those circunstances it probably, if at the end of
the year there is no concrete evidence that you
have a place to put it | expect that this Board
will vote to cancel given this track record.

CHAIR MLLER: Do you have any
guestions right now?

MR, WOLDAI: No.

CHAIR MLLER Ckay. What | would say
i f you do have questions, after this hearing you
go honme and you're like | don't understand what's
going on really or whatever, you should feel free
to call the Agency and our |egal counsel's nane
is Martha Jenkins you could ask for her.

But the Agency is always willing to
hel p peopl e and expl ain things because | know
that our regulations and | aws are not al ways sel f
evident at all.

MR, WOLDAI: Ckay. Can | get the

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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nunber and nanme of what you sai d?

VEMBER SHORT: You can stop by the
desk on your way out.

MR, WOLDAI: Ckay.

CHAIR MLLER Ckay, first | want to
make a notion though to approve this license to
stay in safekeeping for another six nonths until
March 31, 2016.

MR. WOLDAI: Thank you, sir.

CHAIR MLLER: And to hold a hearing
-- Well we'll just approve this for right now, to
extend it for safekeeping until March 31st. Do |
have a second?

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  Second.

CHAIR M LLER And M. Silverstein
seconded the notion. Al those in favor say aye.

(Multiple ayes)

CHAIR MLLER: Al those opposed?

(No audi bl e response)

CHAIR MLLER: Al those abstaining?

(No audi bl e answer)

CHAIR M LLER: Mot i on passes, 5-0-0.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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Ckay, you're all set?
MR. WOLDAI: Yes, thank you.
CHAIR MLLER: Al right, thank you.

MR. WOLDAI: So one nore question,

sorry.
CHAIR M LLER.  Ckay.
MR. WOLDAI: So are you going to send
me any nail, letters of this thing?

CHAIR M LLER  Yes.

MR, WOLDAI: Ckay. And do | have to
pay anything for the next coming six nonths? |
need to --

CHAIR M LLER You will. There is a
fee now to keep licenses in safekeeping. So |
don't know where you are on your paynents. You
shoul d probably go to the front desk and they can
hel p you specifically on that.

MR, WOLDAI: Ckay.

CHAIR M LLER.  Ckay?

MR, WOLDAI: All right.

CHAIR MLLER: But you've been

approved for a saf ekeeping for another six nonths

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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and giving you --

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: Good luck. Let's

find a pl ace.

MR. WOLDAI: Thank you.

CHAIR M LLER.  Ckay.

MR WOLDAI: Yes, | will. Thank you.
CHAIR MLLER: Al right, thank you.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled natter

went off the record at 3:04 p.m)

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
Washington DC www.nealrgross.com
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