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P-ROCE-EDI-NGS
(2:04 p.m)

CHAIR M LLER  The next case on our
cal endar is Northeast Liquors, fornerly of 1300
5th Street, N. E., License Nunber 92694. |s that
you all?

(No audi bl e response)

CHAIR M LLER  You can cone forward
and take a seat at the table.

MALE PARTI CI PANT: How nuch was his
fee?

(OFf m crophone di scussi on)

CHAIR M LLER. Hi.

M5. WORKU:. Hell o.

CHAIR MLLER So if -- Wen you have
a chance we'd like you to sign in so that your
nane gets spelled right in the record, on the
table, and then we'd also |like when you are ready
if you could identify yourselves for the record.

(O f the record comrents)

CHAIR MLLER: So if you could state

your nanes for the record.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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M5. WORKU:. Sure. M nane is Hanna
Vor ku.

CHAIR M LLER Wat is it?

MS. WORKU: Hanna, first nane, | ast
name Wrku, WO R K-U.

FEMALE PARTI CI PANT: It's right here.

CHAIR M LLER It doesn't nmatch.

FEMALE PARTI CI PANT: It's right here.

CHAIR MLLER: Ch, okay. Thank you.

MR, TEKLE: M nane is Mahdere Tekl e.

CHAIR MLLER Ckay. And are you the
owners of this |icense?

MR TEKLE: | was the owner of the
| i quor, but --

CHAIR MLLER: Can you speak a little
| ouder, or is your m ke on on your table?

MEMBER ALBERTI: Into the m crophone.
There's a little green light right there.

MR, TEKLE: Ch, okay.

MEMBER ALBERTI: It hel ps us.

CHAIR M LLER  Ckay.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MR, TEKLE: GCkay. | was owner of the
| i quor, but | over transferred to her.

CHAIR MLLER: You gave -- You what?

MR, TEKLE: Yes, transferred it to --

CHAIR M LLER  Transferred it to her?

MALE PARTI Cl PANT: Ckay.

CHAIR M LLER: Through the process of
this Agency or just --

MR. TEKLE: Yes, it was al ready done.

CHAIR MLLER: Ckay. So you are the
owner of this |license?

M5. WORKU: | amactually a co-owner

CHAIR M LLER.  Co-owner, okay.

M5. WORKU:. And ny partner is not
here. | nmean he is --

CHAIR MLLER Ckay. Wo is your
partner?

M5. WORKU:. Meharei Al enayhu.

CHAIR M LLER.  Ckay.

M5. WORKU: His name is in there.

CHAIR MLLER: It's on, yes, okay.

kay, so this is called a fact finding hearing so

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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it's not Iike a hearing, you know, where there is
evi dence and testinony or you did anything wong
necessarily.

This is just a type of hearing to
gather information fromyou and we are holding a
few hearings with respect to |licenses that have
been in safekeeping for a long tine and we want
to know what your plans are for using that
| i cense and when and why it's been not used for a
| ong tine, because |icenses should be used or not
used basically.

M5. WORKU:. Correct. | can only speak
for a nonth and a half. | only had this |Iicense
for a nonth and a hal f.

CHAIR M LLER.  Ckay.

M5. WORKU:. And | amwiting right now
a business plan and in the neantinme | ooking for a
property.

CHAIR MLLER Ckay. \Were are you
| ooki ng?

M5. WORKU:  Around Northwest area.

CHAIR MLLER Ckay. So you've only

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

had it a nonth and a half, do you have like a
plan, well you're working on your business plan,
| know, but if you could explain to us as far as,
you know, by when you hope to find a property or
anything like that?

M5. WORKU:. Currently | am working
with a real estate agent.

CHAIR M LLER  Ckay, good.

M5. WORKU:. And he hasn't gotten the
store, | don't want a big store, | want a snall
store about 150 square feet, and in the nmeantine
wherever -- | want to open the store in the area
al so.

So ny difficulty is looking for a
small and then -- The only property | could find
i s bigger than, 200 square feet is too nmuch for
me. So by January | amsure | will get
somet hi ng.

CHAIR MLLER Ckay. So by January
you hope to find your space?

M5. WORKU: Correct.

CHAIR MLLER. And that's probably the

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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bi ggest part. | nean by when do you think that
you'll be able to actually open if you find it by
January?

M5. WORKU. Once | get the store, |
mean to |locate the area, within the nonth

CHAIR MLLER: Yes, okay. Because you
are already working on your plans for the store
anyway, right, your business plan and all that?

(No audi bl e response)

CHAIR MLLER Ckay. Qhers have
guestions?

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  So you are
saying, Ms. Worku, is that if we were extend your
| i cense in safekeeping through March 31st that if
you were, you know, you would have had sonet hi ng
by then or you would at | east be able to cone
back and have sonething definite.

M5. WORKU:. Correct. By then if |
don't open the store you would have a witten --

MEMBER SILVERSTEIN: A | ease or
sonething |ike that?

M5, WORKU: Correct.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN: Al right, very
wel | .

CHAIR MLLER. But you will have your
busi ness plan, too, for sure, correct?

MS5. WORKU: Yes, | will.

CHAIR MLLER Ckay. Yes, M.
Al berti?

MEMBER ALBERTI: M. Wbrku, when did
you apply for a transfer?

M5. WORKU:. When was it?

MR TEKLE: It nust have been |ike one
and a half or two nonths, | don't remenber.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay.

M5. WORKU:. It's in July.

MEMBER ALBERTI: So you applied for
the transfer in July?

M5. WORKU:  Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: And do you know what
the status of that is?

M5. WORKU:. A | awyer --

MR. TEKLE: The | awer?

MS. WORKU: No, no, no. You renenber

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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the guy who transferred, your |awer?

MR TEKLE: Yes, yes, yes.

M5. WORKU:. The | awyer has all the
I nf ormati on.

MR, TEKLE: Yes, okay.

M5. WORKU:. But when that happened |
wasn't the one who is taking care of it, ny
partner is, so | don't have the exact --

MEMBER ALBERTI: So you don't know
whet her it's been approved or not?

M5. WORKU:. It is approved.

MR, TEKLE: It's approved, yes.

MALE PARTI Cl PANT: By the Board?

MEMBER ALBERTI: The transfer is
approved by the Agency?

MR, TEKLE: Yes.

M5. WORKU. That's what the | awer

sai d.

MEMBER ALBERTI: That's what the
| awyer said, okay. | just want to nmake sure.
We' Il be checking our records to nake sure that's
t he case.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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M5, WORKU:. Sorry.

MEMBER ALBERTI: | mean since we're
here and -- Well, | just want to nake sure we're
intact and I want to nake sure you are notified
if in case there is sonething outstanding.

M5. WORKU: Got it. Wen | cane here
the information, | had no information. 1In a
sense he was the one, ny partner is the one
taking care of it.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Right, but we'll --

M5. WORKU: But since he's not here |
just put nyself in this position without a | ot of
I nf ormati on.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Sure. Al right, so
we will check our records on this one.

M5. WORKU:.  Ckay.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  And while you are
here, Ms. Wbrku, there is nothing to stop you
fromasking our staff if it has in fact been
approved and they could go and check because this
is sonething that's vitally inportant to you.

M5. WORKU.  Ckay.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN: W' ve had cases
i nvol ving this where peopl e thought sonething was
approved and it wasn't because it wasn't properly
filled out or sonething like this.

M5. WORKU:.  Ckay.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN: It's always good
to doubl e check and be sure.

CHAIR MLLER. And you're right here,
so actually I would agree with M. Silverstein.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEI N:  Yes.

CHAIR MLLER: You are right here, it
m ght be a good idea.

M5. WORKU. Ckay, thank you.

CHAIR MLLER Ckay. So, others?

MEMBER SHORT: Well, | just wanted to,
if I could, just ask you to use a little caution.
You know, you have to abide by all the |l aws and
rul es because if you rent a property and it's too
cl ose to anot her al cohol establishnent you'l
have problens, and if you are too close to a
school or too close to a park.

So is your real estate person famliar

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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wi th busi ness in Washington, D.C. ?
MS. WORKU: Yes, he is.

MEMBER SHORT: And you have an

attorney?
M5. WORKU: He has a | awyer, yes.
MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  Wo has a | awyer?
M5, WORKU:. My partner.
MEMBER SHORT: Ckay.
MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  Just make sure
that | awer --

MEMBER SHORT: | just wanted to ask
t hose questi ons because once you do get your
transfer then you cone under all those | aws and
rul es.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN: Al of them yes.

M5. WORKU: All of them

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN: Yes. M. Short
is absolutely correct about that there are
prohi bitions against putting two of these stores
too close to each other or putting one too close
to a school and things |ike that.

And, you know, you don't want to find

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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yourself in a situation where you' ve signed a

| ease for a place that you can't use. And we
can't bend those | aws because we are required to
follow them

M5. WORKU:  Yes.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN: W don't nmke
them we --

MEMBER ALBERTI: | think we should
tell themright now.

(O f the record comrents)

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay, so --

M5. WORKU: So once | find a store if
| ask themall those information | could get
her e?

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN. |'msorry, |
can't hear you.

M5. WORKU:. | can get all those
i nformati on from here?

MEMBER SHORT: All the rules and
regul ations, yes, they'll give you all of that.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEI N:  Yes.

M5. WORKU.  Ckay.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MEMBER SHORT: Once the transfer is
conplete -- Well he should have it, the person
who is selling it to you should have those rul es
and regul ati ons.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEI N:  Yes, but just
make sure a buyer beware.

CHAIR M LLER:  Well let --

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  People will
prom se you anyt hi ng.

MEMBER ALBERTI :  Yes.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN: But they are not
t he ones who have to fulfill the prom se so they
can promse it and they don't have to deliver.

So just always, you know, always be careful. 1[I'd
i ke to nove --

MEMBER ALBERTI: My | continue before

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  Oh, |'m sorry.
" msorry, yes.

CHAIR M LLER  Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Are you guys done?

MEMBER S| LVERSTEI N:  Yes.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MEMBER ALBERTI: Al right, great.
Ms. Worku, | have asked staff to check --

M5. WORKU.  Ckay.

MEMBER ALBERTI: -- and the answer |
got is there is not record of the transfer.

M5. WORKU: There is no record?

MEMBER ALBERTI: There is no record of
the transfer. Have either of you gotten -- So,
sir, can you understand English well enough then?

(No audi bl e response)

MEMBER ALBERTI: A little bit. Il
try to be very careful here.

MR TEKLE: Ckay.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Have either of you
gotten a letter telling you that you have to pay
a fee to keep this in saf ekeepi ng?

M5. WORKU:. Yes. He is paying the
| awyer .

MEMBER ALBERTI: Who got the letter?

M5. WORKU:. Meharei, which is ny
partner. He's not ny partner, he is the one who

sold the, | nean who transferred the |icense.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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partner?

i nteresting.

lives at --

| etter,

saf ekeepi ng.

(202) 234-4433

have an address in Virginia,

16

CHAIR M LLER  Ri ght.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Meharei is your

MR, TEKLE: Yes.

MS. WORKU:  Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay.

(O f the record comrents)

MEMBER ALBERTI: Well, that's

CHAIR M LLER  Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Yes. Can | ask who

VWait, did we nmake -- Who |ives at, |

it's a Sem nary Road

address in Virginia.

MR, TEKLE: Me.

MEMBER ALBERTI: That's you?

MR. TEKLE: Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: | have a copy of a

a notice that you were sent --

MR. TEKLE: Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: -- request to extend

So we' ve been sending those to you.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

Washington DC www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

MR, TEKLE: Yes, this is before and --

MEMBER ALBERTI: So I'ma little
confused how Meharei -- Is his last nane --
That's his first name, right?

MS. WORKU: Correct, that's his first
nane.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. |'ll use his
| ast name. How - -

M5. WORKU:. Al emayhu.

MEMBER SHORT: Right there it is.

MEMBER ALBERTI: May |? Please. |'m
alittle confused how M. Al emayhu - -

MR. TEKLE: Al emayhu.

MEMBER ALBERTI: | could be wong,
right, but 1'mgoing by what |'mgetting from
staff here, I"'ma little confused how M.

Al emayhu got notice to pay the fee when we don't
have his address.

As far as | know we don't have his
address on record because there has been no
transfer. So --

M5. WORKU:. Ckay. So --

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MEMBER ALBERTI: | don't know where
this is going to go. | don't know-- | wll tel
you, if we schedul e anot her hearing --

M5. WORKU. Pl ease do, yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: | know. If we have
to schedul e another hearing, | don't know what
the Chair is going to want to do, but if we
schedul e anot her hearing on the saf ekeepi nhg you

all better have it straightened out by then, al

right.

M5. WORKU.  Ckay.

VEMBER ALBERTI : Because, you know,
it's not on us to straighten this out. If you

want that transfer to go through you have to do

t he paperwork and nake sure that paperwork is in.
So I don't know what you've done. You

think you' ve done it, we don't seemto have it,

but we can't be talking to mster, at the next

hearing we can't be talking to M. Al enayhu, or

you, if we don't have a transfer application

that's been approved. W'd have to be talking to

M. Tekl e.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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CHAIR MLLER. That's you?

MEMBER ALBERTI: That's you.

MR, TEKLE: Yes.

CHAIR M LLER.  Ckay.

MEMBER ALBERTI: | nean we're going to
assunme that M. Tekle's the owner until we have
the transfer application fil ed.

M5. WORKU: | renenber -- The
conversation | had with my partner is he paid the
| awyer to do all things to process.

CHAIR M LLER.  Ckay.

MEMBER ALBERTI: So you need to have
hi m check with the | awyer and find out where it's
at .

M5. WORKU.  Ckay.

CHAIR M LLER.  Ckay.

MEMBER ALBERTI: But you should know
that what | amgetting fromstaff, and you can
doubl e check, | would cone back maybe next week
and doubl e check, but what | amgetting from
staff is we don't have your application.

So, | nmean hopefully that's hel pful to

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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you to know that. Ckay.

CHAIR MLLER Ckay. | just want to
say a fewthings. | nmean | think it's good that
we had this hearing and that you are here because
it's not too late for you.

| don't want you to be upset like, you
know, oh, ny God, but because we have M. Tekle
here, the license is in your nane, you are here,
| don't have a problemextending the license in
saf ekeepi ng.

| don't know about others, but you are
here and the new potential owner is here, but it
sounds |like we don't know whet her your |awer has
done what he is supposed to do, so you need to
get in touch with your |awer for persona
reasons and then determ ne whether that's the
| awyer that should be handling the ABC work
because it's a very specific area of |aw.

And M. Silverstein was bringing up a
hurdl e that you coul d' ve gotten into if he didn't
put you on notice and that is that this type of

| icense may not be allowed in certain areas and

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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you could go into a real estate agreenent and not
be able to use your license.

So | woul d suggest that you, not that
| "' m supposed to give you advice, but given that
you are having problens maybe with this | awer
that you make sure you have a | awer that's
versed in this type of |aw.

And so that, yes, six nonths from now
if you're not the owner then you won't be able to
open the store, will you?

M5. WORKU: Correct.

CHAIR M LLER  This has to transfer
officially within our agency, okay.

MEMBER SHORT: And one | ast thing,
Madam Chai r.

CHAIR MLLER.  Yes?

MEMBER SHORT: The very next tinme your
partner, who is going to be the owner with you,
shoul d be here and you should bring all of the
paperwork with you that you have done with our
office here, with your attorney, any real estate

deals, so that we just don't have you talking to

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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us W thout any paperwork, because we won't be
able to do you any justice if we do not have the
paper wor k, okay.

CHAIR MLLER: | want to say sonething
else, also. This is, | think, a pretty
community-friendly agency so you can call the
agency or our attorney, Martha Jenkins, if you
have questions anyti ne.

And, al so, we have a | ot of
information online if you want to check | aws or
regul ations they are online at ABRA com just put
ABRA in there and Google ABRA and it'll pull up
t he website.

Okay. Do you have any ot her
guestions?

M5. WORKU:. Yes, we thank you very
much and very informative and | amsorry to cone
here without any -- | didn't know.

CHAIR MLLER Right. You didn't know
what to expect.

(Si nul t aneous speaki ng)

CHAIR MLLER Exactly. Now you do.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: Bring your |awer,
t 0o.

M5, WORKU: Uh --

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: Bring your |awer,
t 0o.

M5. WORKU:.  Ckay.

CHAIR MLLER: Al right. So does
anybody have a problemw th granting the request
to keep the license in safekeeping until March
31, 20167

MEMBER ALBERTI: Not at all.

(Mul tiple nos)

CHAIR MLLER. Ckay. Then | nove to
grant the extension of safekeeping until then.

Do I have a second?

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  Second.

CHAIR M LLER M. Silverstein
seconded the notion. Al those in favor say aye?

(Multiple ayes)

CHAIR MLLER: Al those opposed?

(No audi bl e response)

CHAIR MLLER Ckay. All those

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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abst ai ni ng?
(No audi bl e response)

CHAIR M LLER: Mot i on passes, 5-0-0.

M5. WORKU:. Thank you.

CHAIR M LLER: Thank you very much.
MR, TEKLE: Ckay, thank you very nuch.
CHAIR M LLER  Good | uck.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled natter

went off the record at 2:21 p.m)
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