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VEETI NG

IN THE MATTER OF:

Johnny Rockets Group, Inc.

t/a Johnny Rockets Fact -
3131 M Street, NW Fi ndi ng
Retailer CR - ANC 2E Heari ng

Li cense No. 81606

(Request to Extend Saf ekeepi ng)

July 15, 2015

The Al coholic Beverage Control Board
met in the Al coholic Beverage Control Hearing
Room Reeves Building, 2000 14th Street, N W,
Sui te 400S, Washington, D.C. 20009, Chairperson
Rut hanne M I | er, presiding.

PRESENT:

RUTHANNE M LLER, Chai rperson
NI CK ALBERTI, Menber

DONALD BROOKS, Menber

M KE SI LVERSTEI N, Menber
HECTOR RODRI GUEZ, Menber
JAVES SHORT, Menber
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P-ROCE-EDI-NGS
11: 43 p. m

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  All right. Okay.
W have one nore case this norning, it's a Fact-
Finding Hearing. Al right. 1It's Johnny
Rockets, 3131 M Street, N W, License No. 81606,
in ANCG-2E. And it is with respect to a request
to extend saf ekeepi ng.

M5. WLLIAMS: Good norning.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Hi. Could you
i ntroduce yourself for the record?

M5. WLLIAMS: Yes. I'mlingrid
Wl lianms, Regional Manager for New Yor k/ New
Jersey.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Okay. |Is this
your first time here?

MS. WLLIAMS: VYes.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER. Okay. Sorry that
you had to wait a little bit.

MS. WLLIAVS: Oh, no, that's fine.
It was interesting, you know, applying for a

liquor license and | learned a |ot.
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CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Onh, good.

M5. WLLIAMS: So that was good.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Ckay. Well, this
is a different kind of hearing. You are not
under oat h.

M5. WLLIAMS: Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  You don't have an
adversary party here. W just want to get somne
nore information fromyou and maybe gi ve you sone
i nformation that m ght be hel pful with your
request to -- with respect to this request for
saf ekeepi ng.

So first of all, | would want to ask
you, you know, what is the status of your plans
with respect to keeping this in safekeeping. You
have asked for an extension. Six nonths?

M5. WLLIAVMS: Right now, we were
under, you know, negotiations with the |ease, so
that's what the delay has been the negotiation
has been conpl eted and we have extended, so now
we are in the process of doing an extensive

renodel and renodeling the location. So | would

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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say about six nonths to a year.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER.  Ckay. So your
projection is six nonths to a year when the
renovations will be finished?

M5. WLLIAVMS: | would say about --
you know, because based on the conpany in the
next 60 days, we will be sending the managers to
-- you know, into training.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  On.

M5. WLLIAMS: So | would say six
nonths is a reasonable tine.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  On, good. Ckay.
You are sending managers in 60 days to training
here at ABRA?

MS. WLLIAVS: Yes. As far as | know,
| nmean, in D.C. here.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Ri ght.

MS. WLLIAMS: VYes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  This is at M
Street, right?

M5. WLLIAMS: Yes, correct.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Yes. \What's the

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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status of it now? So you are not -- you don't

have -- it's not open even w thout an al cohol --
M5. WLLIAVS: W are open currently.

Yes, we are currently operating, but the |ease

was, you know, about to be expired, so we weren't

sure which way we were going. So now that the

| ease has been renewed, we are going to do the

renodel , but we are open, just not selling any

al coholic --
CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Onh, okay.
M5. WLLIAMS: -- beverages yet.
CHAI RPERSON M LLER.  So when you do
your renodeling, are you still going to be open

or are you going to close?

M5. WLLIAVS: It probably will be
closed for a very limted tinme for the
renodel i ng.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Ckay. So it wll
be closed for alimted time within this six
nont h peri od?

MS. WLLIAMS: VYes.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  But you expect to

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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be able to start selling al cohol wthin?

M5. WLLIAMS: Wthin six nonths.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  From now?

MS. WLLIAMS: VYes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Okay. Al right.
O her questions? Yes, M. Al berti?

MEMBER ALBERTI: Hi. Let's just cut
to the chase.

M5. WLLIAMS: Ckay.

MEMBER ALBERTI: You have a |icense.
You are open. You are operating, so the obvious
guestion to all of us is why aren't you using the
license? OCkay. So that's why you are here.

M5. WLLIAMS: Correct.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Al right. | nean --

M5. WLLIAMS: Because we want to --

MEMBER ALBERTI: Yes, because you want
to. Al right. Al right. So I'mjust trying
to understand a little bit more. | don't -- I'm
not famliar with your business. Wat --

M5. WLLIAMS: It's a '50s diner.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Pardon?

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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M5. WLLIAMS: It's a '50s diner.

MEMBER ALBERTI: '50s diner.

M5. WLLIAMS: Yes. So hanburgers,

m | kshakes, you know, fries.

MEMBER ALBERTI: So you're right in
the m ddl e of Georgetown. You are serving
eveni ng/l ate ni ght crowds?

M5. WLLIAMS: Correct.

MEMBER ALBERTI: | would guess, right?

M5. WLLIAMS: Yes. W close at 2:00
in the norning on the weekends.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay.

M5. WLLIAMS: So we do have that |ate
ni ght crowd that cones in after traditional
famlies.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. Again, |
remain curious as to why you are not using the
| i cense, but obviously --

MS. WLLIAMS: Yes, the --

MEMBER ALBERTI: -- |'Ill just have
to --

M5. WLLIAMS: -- and that's why we

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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are here, because, yes, we -- you know, with the
intention that we are going to use it. W are
not just going to let it expire. W want it. So
novi ng forward, nove nore aggressively, you know,
not forced to get the license, to get the |license
in use.

MEMBER ALBERTI: And you shoul d know
that you have a license in a Mratorium Zone. So
that makes it kind of special.

M5. WLLIAMS: Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: One of the things,
the advantage is that the |aw says that we can't
cancel your Ilicense.

M5. WLLIAMS: Exactly.

MEMBER ALBERTI: W have for some
ot her |icensees who have not used their |icense
noved nore aggressively to encourage themto use
their license or cancel it.

M5. WLLIAMS: Ckay.

MEMBER ALBERTI: But you have a
privilege that we can't do that. | nean, we

can't tell you you need to nove forward, because

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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in a Moratorium Zone, the Board is precluded from
canceling the license.

MS. WLLIAMS: VYes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Al right. For these
reasons. Al right. So just be m ndful of that.

M5. WLLIAMS: Ckay.

MEMBER ALBERTI: There are | aws that
may change, so you need to be mndful of what is
happeni ng on that front.

M5. WLLIAMS: Ckay.

MEMBER ALBERTI: And | will just tell
you to keep your eyes open and stay tuned.

M5. WLLIAMS: Ckay.

MEMBER ALBERTI : Thank you.

M5. WLLIAMS: Thank you.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Yes, M. Brooks?

MEMBER BROOKS: Thank you, Madam
Chair. How long has this |icense been in
saf ekeepi ng?

M5. WLLIAMS: You know what |'m not - -
| don't want to guess. |'mnot 100 percent

positively sure of that answer.
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MEMBER BROCOKS: Ckay.

M5. WLLIAVS: There was a regiona
manager that was renewing it before | started and
he is no longer with the conpany, so | should
have asked for that information.

MEMBER BROOKS: kay. And so do you
have plans or architectural drawi ngs as to the
renovati ons you are going to be doing?

M5. WLLIAMS: |'msure that, yes, the
conpany does have. | don't have it here with ne,
but Johnny Rockets does have, you know, the
drawi ngs and the plans to nove forward with the
renovati ons.

MEMBER BROOKS: kay. And have they
been approved by the District of Col unbia Agency
t hat oversees that?

MS. WLLIAMS: You know what, | do not
want to guess and say yes. | have seen the
drawi ngs. | have seen the plans. You know, it's
a newer nodel of our concept. And so they are
redoing the floors. They are redoing the

lighting. 1It's going to be an extensive renodel,

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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so | have seen the drawings. So | am not 100
percent sure if it has been approved, but | would
say nore than likely because there is -- | think
the renodeler said it's set up to begin in the
fall.

MEMBER BROOKS: So in the fall, are we
t al ki ng about Septenber, Cctober?

M5. WLLIAMS: Right about there.

MEMBER BROOKS: (Gkay. So now we are
in July. So we're talking about three or four
nont hs to begi n?

M5. WLLIAMS: It's -- the renovations
are usual ly about, | would say, four weeks. You
know, if we close conpletely, we get someone who
is very famliar with our projects.

MEMBER BROCOKS: Ckay.

M5. WLLIAMS: It could take us about
four weeks sonetinmes shorter.

MEMBER BROOKS: (kay. So given that
time frame that you're presenting, so six nonths
it should be conpl eted?

MS. WLLIAMS: Six nonths would be a

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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fair tine.
MEMBER BROCKS: To be fi ni shed.
M5. WLLIAMS: Yes, yes, sir.
MEMBER BROOKS: kay. Thank you,
Madam Chai r.

MEMBER SHORT: Madam Chair?

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Yes, M. Short?

MEMBER SHORT: Good norni ng.

MS. WLLIAVS: H, M. Short.

MEMBER SHORT: Coul d you provide those
drawi ngs for us to the Board, the proposed that
you are going to be making? You say you have
pl ans, but they have not been approved?

MS. WLLIAVS: |I'mnot -- like | said,
| would not be able to speak as to if they are
approved or not.

MEMBER SHORT: Ckay.

M5. WLLIAMS: |'mnot sure.

MEMBER SHORT: Are you sure do they
have the pl ans?

MS. WLLIAMVS: | --

MEMBER SHORT: You have draw ngs,

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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renderi ngs?

M5. WLLIAMS: -- could safe enough
say they have the drawings. | would have to
speak with the construction departnent, but |
could safely say they should. They have -- no
one has asked nme that. |1'mnot sure if they are
approved t hough.

MEMBER SHORT: | was thinking if you
are starting in Septenber, then they should --

M5. WLLIAMS: They should be there.

MEMBER SHORT:  Yes.

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ:  Yes.

M5. WLLIAMS: Ckay.

MEMBER SHORT: | would think if you
are that far down -- but | guess what all the
guestions are getting to, is there a date? And
the plans, if you were to submt themto us,
woul d give us a greater idea about the use of
your ABC |icense. |f you have plans and draw ngs
and a starting date, if you can provide those,

t hat docunentation to us, it would go a | ot

further with nyself as a Board Menber anyway in

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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ny determ nati on on Johnny Rockets.

M5. WLLIAMS: Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: | just would |ike
to disagree at this point a little bit, because |
think that | have heard her say that in 60 days
her managers are going to do training. And |
think that is real evidence that she plans to go
forward

So and | think that they could even
operate with the liquor license wthout the
renovati ons, because they have a pl ace.

MS. WLLIAMS: VYes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Am | right?

MS. WLLIAMS: Correct. W are open
and we are in operation right now, so we could
oper at e.

MEMBER SHORT: Well, great. That
| eads nme to anot her questi on.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Yes.

MEMBER SHORT: Back to segue if they
are not using it now and they are paying the

renovation in Septenber as she said to us, then
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if -- there is standing the reason why the own it
i s because they have these plans on doing
renovations. Wat would be the harmin us seeing
this plan?

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: | just think it
sounds a little burdensonme. To ne, it's nothing
that | --

MEMBER SHORT: |'m not asking to nake
or draw pl ans.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Fi ne.

MEMBER SHORT: They said they have
plans. | would just like to see a copy of them
And | note as a Board we have asked that question
bef ore of others.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Yes, we have.

MEMBER SHORT: And they provided them
for us.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Yes.

MEMBER SHORT: |f she had a probl em
with that, then I think she could speak to it,
but she testified that they do have the plans and

that they are going to start in Septenber. |If

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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they are going to start in Septenber, that neans
they are farther along than what we --

MS. WLLIAVS: Well, | would have to--
you know, like | said, the construction
departnent, | did not know | would have to cone
in and speak to that. | know they -- you know,
we do have plans with the renovations. It has
been in talks for a while to conpl ete that
facility. So | would have to get back -- | would
have to have the construction departnent get back
do you and, you know, if you give ne a point of
contact, the construction departnent wll
definitely get back to you and they coul d speak
to the terns of the renovation and the full
details of that, as | was not prepared to answer
on the --

MEMBER SHORT: Ckay.

M5. WLLIAMS: -- architectural part.

MEMBER SHORT: That's quite
under st andabl e. So, Madam Chair, do you have a
problemw th that?

CHAI RPERSON M LLER. Wl |, you know,

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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alittle bit, but, you know, if she is agreeabl e
toit and it would help you, | think it m ght be
sonething like six nmonths fromnow if we heard

| i ke they weren't open, why not?

MS. WLLIAMS: Right.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER.  Then | woul d say
okay, well, let's see the plans. Right now, I
woul dn't do anything with the plans, but if --
you know, | think that parties should submt
docunents if the Board Menbers are actually going
to use themfor a purpose in making their
deci si on.

MEMBER SHORT: That's the reason why
|"masking for them | think that's the reason
why |''m asking for them

MEMBER ALBERTI: | need to rem nd ny
fell ow Board Menbers, there is no decision to be
made.

MEMBER SHORT: Ckay. | understand,
but | nean --

MEMBER ALBERTI: There absolutely is

no deci sion to be nade.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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CHAI RPERSON M LLER.  But we are goi ng
to extend their --

MEMBER ALBERTI: They have a |icense.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER.  -- saf ekeepi ng.

MEMBER ALBERTI: They have a |icense
and wi thout good cause, we can't cancel that
| i cense.

MEMBER SHORT: Ckay.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Ri ght.

MEMBER ALBERTI: And this is not about
good cause.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Right, right.

MEMBER ALBERTI: There is no cause
bei ng di scussed here. So there is no decision to
be nmade.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: | just wanted to make
sure everybody understands that.

MEMBER SHORT: Well, Board Menber
Al berti, | appreciate that and | wasn't speaking
of any cancell ations or anything other than

trying to find out exactly where the applicant is

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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in using their license and if they still are
going to do renovati ons.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Yes, M. Short, |
understand this is inportant to you and that's
fine. So what | would --

MEMBER SHORT: Ckay.

MEMBER ALBERTI: -- suggest, and |
think we are beating around the bush here, is
that -- and |'msorry, | forgot your nane.

M5. WLLIAMS: Ingrid.

MEMBER ALBERTI: | ngrid?

M5. WLLIAVS: Ingrid WIIians.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ms. Wllians. W
asked Ms. WIllianms to give us an update on where
the plans are, if they are avail able, when they
m ght be avail abl e and when they do becone
avai l able to provide a copy for us.

But give us an update soon as to what
i s avail able for us.

MEMBER SHORT: Ms. WIIlians?

MEMBER ALBERTI: |'msure she will be

willing to do that.
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MEMBER SHORT: Thank you, M.
Wlliams. |I'mglad to see you smling, because
that's exactly -- ny sentinment exactly that
basically there is no decision to be made as the
Board Menber said. And there is no reason to
really try to force anything out of you.

MS. WLLIAMS: VYes.

MEMBER SHORT: But having a |icense
that is not being used in that val uable area
means sonething to nyself, as a Board Menber.

M5. WLLIAMS: That's understandabl e.

MEMBER SHORT: Ckay.

M5. WLLIAVMS: | guess, you know, this
is nmy first tinme here, so | wll definitely
foll owup, you know, and be nore aggressive with
t he conpany to nmake sure that we are noving
forward

VEMBER ALBERTI : Excuse ne. So, Ms.
Wlliams, if you could contact our general
counsel, M. --

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: "' msorry, what

i s she being asked to do?

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MEMBER ALBERTI: -- Jenkins at --
okay. She is being asked to give us an update as
to, you know, what is the status of the plan? Do
t hey have plans that they could provide us? |If
not, when they mght provide it, be able to
provide themto us. And of course, if they are
t here, you know, what can be provided to us.

M5. WLLIAMS: Ckay.

MEMBER ALBERTI: So --

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: It's just that
she has the right to have this application, this
| i cense in saf ekeepi ng.

MEMBER ALBERTI: But | don't hear her
obj ecti ng.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: | don't hear her
obj ecting --

(SI MULTANEQUS SPEAKI NG. )

M5. WLLIAMS: | can say, you know --

MEMBER ALBERTI: -- to providing this
I nf ormation.

M5. WLLIAMS: -- it's not a big

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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t hi ng.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Wait. The court
reporter can only capture one person at a tine.

M5. WLLIAMS: W do have a
construction departnment. W are in the plans of
renovating the location. So you know, | could
have the construction departnent reach out if it
satisfies the Board and, you know, we coul d get
t hose docunments over to you, you know, if that's
what the Board needs to see.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Okay. So | think
what nost of us have said is that the Board
doesn't need to see it --

M5. WLLIAMS: Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER.  -- to allow you
to keep your license in safekeeping.

M5. WLLIAMS: Ckay.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Some Board
Menbers would like to see it, so if you would
like to --

M5. WLLIAMS: Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: -- you can or you

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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can give an update or whatever directions people
were giving you to informally let the Board know.
But | think that the question is, you know, can
your license in safekeeping be extended and the
answer is yes.

MEMBER SHORT: | nmke a reconmendati on
that we set it for six nonths, Madam Chair

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MEMBER SHORT: Is that fine? |Is that
okay? | would |ike to make a reconmendati on t hat
we extend it for six nonths.

VMEMBER RODRI GUEZ: Do you second that?

MEMBER ALBERTI: 1'Ill second that
noti on, because that's our standard.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Ri ght.

VEMBER ALBERTI : | nean, we --

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ:  Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: -- have a policy
reviewing all |icenses in safekeeping every six
nmont hs.

MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: |I'Il go with that,

Madam Chai r . "Il vote on that.
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CHAlI RPERSON M LLER

M5. WLLIAMS: Ckay.

CHAlI RPERSON M LLER
a notion to extend the saf ekeepi
t hat has been seconded.

Al |

ALL: Aye.

CHAlI RPERSON M LLER
opposed? All those abstaining?
notion passes 6-0-0.

MEMBER ALBERTI :

MEMBER SHORT:
WIlians.

MS. WLLI AVS:

CHAlI RPERSON M LLER

MS. WLLIAVS: Am |

MEMBER ALBERTI :

CHAlI RPERSON M LLER
be --

M5. WLLIAMS: Ckay.

MEMBER ALBERTI :

CHAI RPERSON M LLER

Thank you,

24

Ckay.

So there has been

ng for six nonths

those in favor say aye.

Al'l those

kay. The

Thank you.

Ms.

Thank you agai n.

Thank you.

di sm ssed?

Yes.

kay. You can

Thank you.

Thank you so nuch.

I f you have any
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guestions, feel free to call our Ceneral Counsel,
Mart ha Jenki ns.

M5. WLLIAMS: |If there is any
updates, then I wll just contact --

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Yes, that's fine.
Thank you.

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: You are al ways
wel come back.

M5. WLLIAMS: Wsat was that?

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: You are al ways
wel come back.

M5. WLLIAMS: Ch, thank you. | hope
| don't have to be back and it's just to invite
you over to dinner.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

(Wher eupon, the Fact-Finding Hearing
in the above-entitled matter was concl uded at

11:59 a.m)

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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