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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
+ + + + +
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL BOARD
+ + + + +
MEETING

þ----------------------------»
IN THE MATTER OF:            :
                             :
Jennifer E Spatz, on behalf  :
of Washington Team Tennis    : 
Neighborhood: 800 Water      : Fact Finding
Street, SW                   : Hearing
Date of Event: July 4, 2013  : 
Temporary License Application: 
                             :
þ----------------------------¼

                  JUNE 26, 2013
            The Alcoholic Beverage Control
Board met in the Alcoholic Beverage Control
Hearing Room, Reeves Building, 2000 14th
Street, N.W., Washington, D.C., Nick
Alberti, Acting Chairman, presiding.

PRESENT
NICK ALBERTI, Acting Chairman 
DONALD BROOKS, Member 
HERMAN JONES, Member
MIKE SILVERSTEIN, Member

ALSO PRESENT

FELICIA MARTIN, ABRA
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1               P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

2                                        4:12 p.m.

3             ACTING CHAIRMAN ALBERTI:  Okay. 

4 The next case on our agenda is a fact finding

5 on a temporary license application for an

6 event to occur July 4th, 2013 at 800 Water

7 Street. 

8             Would you please identify

9 yourself?

10             MS. SPATZ:  Hi, my name is

11 Jennifer Spatz.  I'm with Washington Team

12 Tennis, aka Washington Kastles, a professional

13 tennis team in D.C.  Our location is 800 Water

14 Street, S.W.

15             ACTING CHAIRMAN ALBERTI:  Great. 

16 Thank you for coming.  Well before we go on,

17 I'm just going to have the investigator

18 introduce herself.

19             INVESTIGATOR MARTIN:  Yes,

20 Investigator Felicia Martin with ABRA.

21             ACTING CHAIRMAN ALBERTI:  Great. 

22 Thank you.  So, Ms. Spatz, we often bring
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1 people in for these large outdoor events so

2 that we can just kind of review the procedures

3 they have for crowd control and especially for

4 the service and consumption of alcohol. So

5 this is just sort of fact finding.  

6             MS. SPATZ:  Yes.

7             ACTING CHAIRMAN ALBERTI:  We're

8 going to ask you questions, get information

9 from you.  We always have an investigator here

10 as a resource person and someone you can turn

11 to if you have questions after you leave here.

12             MS. SPATZ:  Great.

13             ACTING CHAIRMAN ALBERTI:  So this

14 event -- so this is in the stadium, the tennis

15 stadium?  

16             MS. SPATZ:  That's correct, yes.

17             ACTING CHAIRMAN ALBERTI:  Okay. 

18 Great.  So why don't you -- I think you were

19 given a list of --

20             MS. SPATZ:  I did.

21             ACTING CHAIRMAN ALBERTI:  All

22 right.  So jumping off from that, why don't
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1 you give us some information about the event?

2             MS. SPATZ:  Sure.  And I -- just

3 in case I don't cover every single detail, I

4 -- it is typed out into the question I just

5 gave you as well as the diagram.  In fact, it

6 is --

7             ACTING CHAIRMAN ALBERTI:  And we

8 have that here.  Good.  Thank you.

9             MS. SPATZ:  Yes, sir.  The event

10 is July 4th from 4:30 to 9:30.  It's a

11 ticketed event.  Twenty-one and older only

12 will be admitted.  It's an advance purchase. 

13 There won't be tickets sold at the door.  

14             CSC is our security company. 

15 We've worked with them since 2008 since our

16 matches were established in 2008.  There will

17 be 30 guards on site.  As of last night 738

18 tickets were sold, so I feel that we'll have

19 ample coverage.  

20             There's only one main entrance

21 which is near the corner of 9th and Water

22 Street, S.W.  If you look at the diagram, we
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1 have ample emergency exits.  There will be a

2 security guard at every one of the exits

3 because we have to have the gates -- they have

4 to be unlocked.  They don't have to be open,

5 but there's a security guard at all of those

6 exits as well as by all of the bars.  There

7 will be roving security guards and they will

8 also be by the stage and the bathroom areas,

9 too.  We have the AMS ambulance and their

10 medical team will be on site, as well as two

11 MPDs have been set up for the event.

12             It is a music festival to

13 celebrate the 4th of July.  There will be two

14 food trucks on site.  The music being played

15 will be a mix of country, '80s and '90s music,

16 and there will also be a DJ area that will

17 play mainly the top 40.  We expect the

18 demographics to be, you know, the 22 to 40-

19 year-old age demographic.  All age

20 demographics above 21 are invited and we

21 expect it to be more of the D.C. native and

22 Hill staffers in attendance.
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1             ACTING CHAIRMAN ALBERTI:  Great. 

2 I'm going to ask a few quick questions.

3             MS. SPATZ:  Sure.

4             ACTING CHAIRMAN ALBERTI:  Okay. 

5 So there's one entrance, correct?

6             MS. SPATZ:  Yes.

7             ACTING CHAIRMAN ALBERTI:  Who does

8 the ID checking at -- I assume there's ID

9 checking at the entrance?

10             MS. SPATZ:  Of course, yes.

11             ACTING CHAIRMAN ALBERTI:  Okay.

12             MS. SPATZ:  So a patron will come

13 up that has purchased a ticket.  They'll get

14 their IDs checked by our staff members.  There

15 are no volunteers working these events.  A lot

16 of our staff members will have the ID book on

17 them, but have also taken ABRA classes.

18             ACTING CHAIRMAN ALBERTI:  Okay. 

19 Great.

20             MS. SPATZ:  So they will be

21 checking IDs.  Once the IDs are checked, they

22 will then go to the next table and that's
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1 where it has the list of names of people that

2 have purchased to make sure that they've in

3 fact purchased their ticket.  And there will

4 be a supervisor near the security checkpoint,

5 as well as CSC guards.

6             ACTING CHAIRMAN ALBERTI:  Great. 

7 Let me see if there are any other questions I

8 have here.  You're serving beer and -- what

9 alcohol are you serving?  Do you just have

10 beer trucks?  You have beer and wine or 

11 beer --

12             MS. SPATZ:  There's beer, wine and

13 spirits.

14             ACTING CHAIRMAN ALBERTI:  And

15 spirits?

16             MS. SPATZ:  Yes.  The ticket

17 includes, the package includes the beverages. 

18 I don't know the exact type, if it's Smirnoff

19 vodka or --

20             ACTING CHAIRMAN ALBERTI:  Okay. 

21 But the entrance includes all alcohol, is that

22 correct?
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1             MS. SPATZ:  Yes, sir.

2             ACTING CHAIRMAN ALBERTI:  Okay.  

3             MS. SPATZ:  I tried to label

4 everything as possible --

5             ACTING CHAIRMAN ALBERTI:  So this

6 all takes place within the stadium?  

7             MS. SPATZ:  Yes, sir.

8             ACTING CHAIRMAN ALBERTI:  So it's

9 all confined?

10             MS. SPATZ:  It's all fenced it.

11             ACTING CHAIRMAN ALBERTI:  Right.

12             MS. SPATZ:  It's an eight-foot-

13 high fence.  And I marked the exits.  There

14 are several.  There's one, two, three, four

15 20-foot exits, one 30-foot exit and a 10-foot

16 exit within the area that will have a guard at

17 each gate.  But there's only one entrance

18 point.

19             ACTING CHAIRMAN ALBERTI:  Yes.

20             MS. SPATZ:  So it's just of the

21 emergency exits out of the egresses.  And over

22 on the other side where the event isn't taking
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1 place there will still be a guard over there

2 in case -- I don't know if you've ever

3 attended a Kastles match --

4             ACTING CHAIRMAN ALBERTI:  I

5 haven't.

6             MS. SPATZ:  -- but we have the

7 main stadium and then the --

8             ACTING CHAIRMAN ALBERTI:  But I've

9 seen the --

10             MS. SPATZ:  Okay.

11             ACTING CHAIRMAN ALBERTI:  --

12 exterior.

13             MS. SPATZ:  Okay.

14             ACTING CHAIRMAN ALBERTI:  I know

15 the exterior.  So, yes.

16             MS. SPATZ:  Okay.  So there's the

17 main stadium and right next to it is a VIP lot

18 that they're not utilizing, but there are

19 gates there.  So they'll have a security guard

20 at them just in case --

21             ACTING CHAIRMAN ALBERTI:  Okay.

22             MS. SPATZ:  -- there's an
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1 emergency to let someone out.

2             ACTING CHAIRMAN ALBERTI:  Okay. 

3 Great.  I have no other questions.  Anyone

4 else have any questions?

5             MEMBER BROOKS:  Yes.

6             ACTING CHAIRMAN ALBERTI:  Mr.

7 Brooks?

8             MEMBER BROOKS:  I think she's

9 already answered one of them, anyway.  It's an

10 open bar?  Is that basically what it is?

11             MS. SPATZ:  It is, with the ticket

12 purchase.  And the average price is $65.

13             MEMBER BROOKS:  You say "average

14 price."  So --

15             MS. SPATZ:  Because it's like a

16 kind of -- there's like an early bird special

17 and then it increases as it gets closer to the

18 event.  So that's why there's an average price

19 of $65.

20             MEMBER BROOKS:  Okay.  So can I

21 buy a ticket at the door?

22             MS. SPATZ:  No, sir.  You can only
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1 buy them online.  Eventbrite is hosting, where

2 you can go and purchase a ticket.  But there's

3 no walk-up sales.

4             MEMBER BROOKS:  Oh, okay.  And

5 food.  Is food a part of the package, or you

6 have to buy food?

7             MS. SPATZ:  You buy the food.

8             MEMBER BROOKS:  Okay.  All right.

9             ACTING CHAIRMAN ALBERTI:  Okay. 

10 Now just a few minor things just to make sure

11 we're all on the same page here.  Maximum

12 number of people you allow is 2,000?  And

13 you'd be happy if you got that, I imagine.

14             MS. SPATZ:  Yes, so the -- I mean

15 right now we expect approximately 1,500

16 people.

17             ACTING CHAIRMAN ALBERTI:  Okay.

18             MS. SPATZ:  But as I said, last

19 night there were 738.  So right now we have 30

20 security guards on site, so I think that will

21 be fine.

22             ACTING CHAIRMAN ALBERTI:  Okay.  
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1             MS. SPATZ:  But, you know,

2 obviously if the ticket sales start to

3 increase and go to 1,500 -- let's say you can

4 hold -- well, the stadium grounds can hold

5 5,000 people, but we don't expect that. 

6 That's why we have it capped --

7             ACTING CHAIRMAN ALBERTI:  At

8 2,000?

9             MS. SPATZ:  Yes, sir.

10             ACTING CHAIRMAN ALBERTI:  All

11 right.  

12             MS. SPATZ:  And obviously if it

13 goes above 1,500 -- because we know it's

14 usually 1 per 50 --

15             ACTING CHAIRMAN ALBERTI:  Right.

16             MS. SPATZ:  -- people that we need

17 a guard.  So right now we've got 30.  If we

18 see ticket sales have a sudden crazy increase,

19 then we'll contact CSC and have them

20 additional guards.  

21             ACTING CHAIRMAN ALBERTI:  Great. 

22 Very good.  We appreciate that.  



202-234-4433
Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.

Page 13

1             Now just -- and I do this because

2 we're very strict on asking licensees to

3 adhere to the times in their application.  So

4 I want to go over this quickly.

5             MS. SPATZ:  Yes, sir.

6             ACTING CHAIRMAN ALBERTI:  So the

7 event is until 9:30.  That means you're going

8 to have everything cleared by 9:30, right?

9             MS. SPATZ:  The event stops at

10 9:30.  The serving of alcohol stops by 9:15.

11             ACTING CHAIRMAN ALBERTI:  Okay.

12             MS. SPATZ:  So the event stops at

13 9:30 and everyone will be out as soon as the

14 event ends.  CSC will help us get them out of

15 the gate.

16             ACTING CHAIRMAN ALBERTI:  Okay. 

17 So I would suggest -- because you may have

18 some people lingering as they try to leave,

19 all right?  So I would suggest that you amend

20 your hours of the event until 10:00 p.m.

21             MS. SPATZ:  Okay.

22             ACTING CHAIRMAN ALBERTI:  All
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1 right?  And that you also amend the hours of

2 sales and service to say 9:15, which you don't

3 have here.  You have 9:00.

4             MS. SPATZ:  Okay.

5             ACTING CHAIRMAN ALBERTI:  So

6 because someone's going to forget.  They're

7 going to come by and they're going to go, oh,

8 wait a second, the license says you can't be

9 selling until -- and, you know -- and that we

10 don't --

11             MS. SPATZ:  Okay.

12             ACTING CHAIRMAN ALBERTI:  It just

13 makes it easier for everybody.  So I'm going

14 to have Ms. Walker come down and you can amend

15 it right now.

16             MS. SPATZ:  Okay.  Great.

17             ACTING CHAIRMAN ALBERTI:  And you

18 can initial it.

19             MS. SPATZ:  Oh, thank you.

20             ACTING CHAIRMAN ALBERTI:  And then

21 we'll all be on the same page.  

22             (Laughter.)
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1             ACTING CHAIRMAN ALBERTI:  This

2 just avoids confusion.  And I know when you're

3 filling this out it's not clear to everybody,

4 so I just want to avoid confusion the day of

5 the event.  

6             MS. SPATZ:  I appreciate that. 

7 Thank you so much.

8             ACTING CHAIRMAN ALBERTI:  Very

9 good.  So I am going to recommend that we

10 approve this temporary license.

11             MS. SPATZ:  Great.

12             MEMBER SILVERSTEIN:  Second.

13             ACTING CHAIRMAN ALBERTI:  Thank

14 you for the second.  All in favor, say aye?

15             (Chorus of ayes.)

16             INVESTIGATOR MARTIN:  Excuse me,

17 Mr. Alberti, I had a few questions.

18             ACTING CHAIRMAN ALBERTI:  Oh, yes,

19 I'm sorry.

20             INVESTIGATOR MARTIN:  That's okay.

21             ACTING CHAIRMAN ALBERTI:  I'm

22 sorry.  Yes?
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1             MEMBER SILVERSTEIN:  We get that

2 sometimes.

3             (Laughter.)

4             ACTING CHAIRMAN ALBERTI:  Please. 

5 Please continue.

6             INVESTIGATOR MARTIN:  Thank you,

7 sir.

8             Miss Jennifer, I want to thank you

9 for coming in and explaining this all for us

10 for our understanding, but I just had a few

11 more questions.

12             MS. SPATZ:  Of course.  Whatever

13 you'd like, ma'am.

14             INVESTIGATOR MARTIN:  Does CSC

15 stand for anything for the security company?

16             MS. SPATZ:  Contemporary Services

17 Corporation.  

18             INVESTIGATOR MARTIN:  Okay.

19             MS. SPATZ:  They're the same ones

20 that do Nat Stadium and Verizon Center.

21             INVESTIGATOR MARTIN:  Oh, okay. 

22 And you talked about the numbers here for the
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1 width of the entrance.  

2             MS. SPATZ:  Yes.

3             INVESTIGATOR MARTIN:  Was that the

4 entrance or the security fence?

5             MS. SPATZ:  It's just the gate

6 opening.

7             INVESTIGATOR MARTIN:  Okay.  Oh,

8 the gate opening?

9             MS. SPATZ:  Yes, I just -- because

10 with our DCRA permit we have to let them know

11 how big the entrance is.  So I just thought it

12 would be good for everyone to know that.

13             INVESTIGATOR MARTIN:  Okay.  And

14 you're using fencing to enclose the area?

15             MS. SPATZ:  It's eight-foot fence. 

16 It's all around and secure into the ground.

17             INVESTIGATOR MARTIN:  Oh, okay.

18             MS. SPATZ:  So it's already there.

19             INVESTIGATOR MARTIN:  Okay. 

20 That's what I was concerned about, the height

21 of the fence.

22             MS. SPATZ:  Yes.
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1             INVESTIGATOR MARTIN:  And if this

2 fence can be manipulated or the integrity of

3 it can be, you know, impacted by scaling or

4 something like that.

5             MS. SPATZ:  Yes, it shouldn't be. 

6 There are coverings on the outside of the

7 fence.  There's a green mesh covering as well

8 as vinyl mesh signage to promote any season.

9             INVESTIGATOR MARTIN:  Okay.

10             MS. SPATZ:  So there's nowhere to

11 grab onto anything or put feet through.

12             INVESTIGATOR MARTIN:  Okay.

13             MS. SPATZ:  Should someone that

14 gets in underage, be recognized that someone

15 is underage, we have security procedures as

16 far as everyone on the radio, they'll contact

17 either CSC or our staff will contact MPD to

18 come in and remove the person.

19             INVESTIGATOR MARTIN:  Okay.  And

20 will MPD officers be the only officers who are

21 armed, or do you know?

22             MS. SPATZ:  They should be the
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1 only officers that -- CSC is not armed.

2             INVESTIGATOR MARTIN:  They do not

3 come armed?  And lastly, you mentioned that

4 participants will receive a ticket.  How do

5 you control the tickets?  Do they print them

6 at home or upon entry?

7             MS. SPATZ:  It's through

8 Eventbrite and so when they purchase the

9 ticket, their name gets put on a list.  That's

10 why when they check in there's a list with the

11 person's name.

12             INVESTIGATOR MARTIN:  Okay.

13             MS. SPATZ:  So when they come in,

14 they show their ID at the security checkpoint

15 and then they come through and then they get

16 checked off the check-in list.

17             INVESTIGATOR MARTIN:  Okay.  

18             MS. SPATZ:  So they don't have a

19 physical ticket that they can pass on that

20 somebody else can come in.

21             INVESTIGATOR MARTIN:  Okay.  And

22 with the one entrance to have so far 730-plus
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1 participants --

2             MS. SPATZ:  Right.

3             INVESTIGATOR MARTIN:  -- and let's

4 hope that you get the max --

5             MS. SPATZ:  Right.

6             INVESTIGATOR MARTIN:  -- how are

7 you controlling just that one entrance for

8 everyone to gain entry?

9             MS. SPATZ:  So there will be at

10 least -- so similar to our season we have

11 multiple guards that are right there in the

12 front -- 

13             INVESTIGATOR MARTIN:  I get you. 

14 I get you.

15             MS. SPATZ:  -- ID checking.  They

16 come in and there's a table and there's at

17 least 10 people there --

18             INVESTIGATOR MARTIN:  Okay.

19             MS. SPATZ:  -- to check the name

20 list.  And we will probably segregate it out

21 like A through F and -- you know, so it runs

22 a lot smoothly.
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1             INVESTIGATOR MARTIN:  Okay.

2             MS. SPATZ:  And then CSC does

3 obviously check any bags that come in.

4             INVESTIGATOR MARTIN:  Yes.

5             MS. SPATZ:  We hope that they

6 don't bring a lot of bags because it's a five-

7 hour festival, but they will check anything

8 and make sure that no items are brought in

9 from the outside.

10             INVESTIGATOR MARTIN:  Okay.  Thank

11 you for your answers.

12             MS. SPATZ:  No problem.

13             ACTING CHAIRMAN ALBERTI:  All

14 right.  Ms. Spatz, I also have a question.  So

15 what gets done first, the ID checking or 

16 the --

17             MS. SPATZ:  The ID checking gets

18 done first.

19             ACTING CHAIRMAN ALBERTI:  Okay. 

20 And there's one person there, or more than

21 one?

22             MS. SPATZ:  No, no, there's
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1 multiple people.

2             ACTING CHAIRMAN ALBERTI:  Okay. 

3 Great.  

4             MS. SPATZ:  Yes.

5             ACTING CHAIRMAN ALBERTI:  Got you. 

6 Okay.  So there's a motion before us and I

7 will call the vote on the motion.  All those

8 in favor, say aye?

9             (Chorus of ayes.)

10             ACTING CHAIRMAN ALBERTI:  All

11 those opposed?

12             (No audible response.)

13             ACTING CHAIRMAN ALBERTI:  The

14 motion carries 4-0 and your application is

15 approved.  

16             MS. SPATZ:  Great.

17             ACTING CHAIRMAN ALBERTI:  We're

18 going to sign this now.  I think if you can

19 come back tomorrow to --

20             MS. SPATZ:  Oh, they -- 

21             ACTING CHAIRMAN ALBERTI:  Because

22 they're closed, so you'll have to come back



202-234-4433
Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.

Page 23

1 tomorrow to pick it up.

2             MS. SPATZ:  Okay.  Not a problem.

3             ACTING CHAIRMAN ALBERTI:  Okay?

4             MS. SPATZ:  Okay.  Do they open at

5 9:00?

6             ACTING CHAIRMAN ALBERTI:  Yes,

7 9:00.  And we're going to sign it today, so it

8 will be ready.

9             MS. SPATZ:  Great.  Thank you so

10 much of your time.

11             ACTING CHAIRMAN ALBERTI:  Well,

12 thank you for coming.  

13             MS. SPATZ:  Have a good day.

14             ACTING CHAIRMAN ALBERTI:  And hope

15 you have a great event.

16             MS. SPATZ:  Thank you.

17             (Whereupon, the hearing was

18 concluded at 4:26 p.m.)

19

20

21

22
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