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MEETI NG
I N THE MATTER OF:
Goodl i fe 1207, LLC
t/a Irish Wiskey Show Cause
1207 19th Street N W Heari ng
Retailer CT ( St at us)
Li cense No. 87685
ANC 2B

Case No. 14-CWP-00594

June 3, 2015

The Al coholic Beverage Control Board
met in Al coholic Beverage Control Hearing Room
Reeves Buil ding, 2000 14th Street N W,

Washi ngton, D.C., Chairperson Ruthanne M| er
presi di ng.

PRESENT:

RUTHANNE M LLER, Chairperson
DONALD BROCKS, Menber

M CHAEL SI LVERSTEI N, Menber
HECTOR RODRI GUEZ, Menber

ALSO PRESENT:

Loui se Phillips, OAG
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P-ROCE-EDI-NGS
1:40 p. m

M5. PHI LLIPS: And Madam Chair, | just
need a few nore mnutes to speak about the next
case on the docket, but everybody woul d be here
i f you needed to go back, or would be calling
forward and not wait until 2:30 if that's
conveni ent with you?

CHAIR MLLER: Just to speak about it?

M5. PHILLIPS: | just need tine to do
alittle nore talking. | just didn't get enough
talking in before you called this case.

CHAIR MLLER: Oh, you nean talking
not with us, but with yourself.

M5. PHILLIPS: Wth the party in the

CHAIR MLLER Wth the other parties,
right, right not us. Right so we're going to
adjourn. W're going to reconvene --

MS. PH LLIPS: Yes, and then | can
call you earlier than 2:30 then?

CHAIR MLLER: Oh, you may be ready

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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before 2:30? GCh, okay.

MALE PARTI Cl PANT: Ch, okay.

M5. PHILLIPS: | thought | got it out
clearly, guess not.

CHAIR M LLER  Ckay, thank you. So
we're going to do recess -- oh, no, you know
what? W could do our agenda right now.

(O f the record comrents)

CHAIR M LLER: No. M. Phillips, |
was | ust saying we have you know, our agendas
that we do. So | think that we nay do that while
you're conversing with your parties. GCkay. |'lI
go get it.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled natter
went off the record at 1:47 p.m and resuned at
2:01 p.m).

CHAIR MLLER: Ms. Phillips are you
ready for --

M5. PHILLIPS: | amindeed ready,
that's why |I'm here.

CHAIR M LLER. Ckay good. kay, yes.

Al right, so you're ready for us to call the

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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case?

M5. PHI LLIPS: Yes, na'am

CHAIR MLLER: Al right then, | just
want to go get ny file on this case and I'll be
ri ght back.

CHAIR MLLER: Al right. This is the
I ri sh Wii skey case?

M5. PHI LLIPS: Yes, na'am

CHAIR MLLER Ckay, all right, so I'm
calling now, Case No. 14-CMP-00594, Irish Wi skey
| ocated at 1207 19th Street N. W, License No.
87685.

Woul d you introduce yoursel ves?

M5. PHILLIPS: Louise Phillips,
Assi stant Attorney General for the District of
Col unmbi a. Good afternoon again.

CHAIR M LLER.  Ckay.

MR. GARDNER: Reese Gardner, Equity
Par t ner.

CHAIR MLLER: Ckay. This is a Show
Cause Hearing. Are there any prelimnary

matt ers?

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MS. PH LLIPS: Yes, Madam Chair, there
are. W have an Ofer in Conprom se that we
woul d Iike to present to the Board.

And | would also like to clear up just
for the record, sone evidentiary issues within
the investigative report. Exhibits 5,6, and 7
are not this establishnment at all.

CHAIR M LLER:  Onh, no.

M5. PHILLIPS: And not an
establi shment owned by this Equity partner. The
pictures at 2, 3, and 4, are the back door of
Second State?

MR. GARDNER: Second State.

MS. PHI LLIPS: Second State, which is
owned by this Equity Partner owner. And if we
were putting on evidence, we would put on sone
evi dence about how there's co-mngling of the
grease trap, shall we say.

So with those things in mnd, and to
correct the record in that regard. W have an
OC 3$300 to be paid within 30 days, or the

license will be suspended, if you don't pay it

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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wi thin 30 days.

CHAIR M LLER How nmuch? 1|'msorry,
| m ssed the anount.

MS. PHILLIPS: $300.

CHAIR M LLER:  $300.

MS. PHI LLI PS: Because as | count, its
the first secondary within the tinme frane.

CHAIR M LLER.  Ckay.

M5. PHILLIPS: So basically this case
is about leaving the Iid up. And so not all the
other litter and garbage and stuff that's going
on in those pictures. Those are other entities.

CHAIR MLLER Ckay. So it's $300 to
be paid within 30 days, am| correct? |If not
paid within 30 days, license will be suspended
until paid?

MS. PH LLIPS: Yes, indeed, Madam
Chai r.

CHAIR MLLER. So sir, do you agree
with this Ofer in Conpromse? It's a penalty
$300 paid within 30 days, if not paid within 30

days, license i s suspended.
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Ckay, yes you do?

MR. GARDNER:  Yes.

CHAIR MLLER: And do you understand
you wai ve your right to a hearing, and your right
to an appeal ?

MR. GARDNER: | do.

CHAIR MLLER: Ckay. Any questions by
Board Menbers?

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN: | would like to
have a brief discussion after we approve this
because | think, | would like to thank M.
Phillips for bringing this up, correcting this.

This is a serious problemhere, in
terms or rodent control especially with this
great congloneration of different establishnments.
And |1'd like to clear up what the problemis
here. And the difficulties that we may have in
determning who is in fact at fault.

This is nmy neighborhood. |'ma block
away fromthese places and I'mfully aware of the
difficulty that everyone has in this situation,

often determ ni ng who put what, where?
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MS. PHILLIPS: Right. Andit'll be
i nteresting once you approve it, to have that
conversation. Because he has sone interesting
things to say about his efforts to get that
cl eaned up.

CHAIR M LLER  After we're done.

Ckay.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:. 1'd like to have
that on the record so I'd like to first approve
this, or at |east vote on this and then | woul d
like to verify that, because | think it would be
positive for everyone.

MR GARDNER: | would | ove for
sonebody to |isten.

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: We're here.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN. Cry nme a river.

CHAIR MLLER I'mgoing to first take
care of this matter. Moving to approve the O fer
in Conpronise of $300 to be paid within 30 days.
If not paid within 30 days the license will be
suspended until the fine is paid. Ckay.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:. 1'Il second that

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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not i on.

CHAIR MLLER Ckay. M Silverstein
seconded the noti on.

Al'l those in favor say, aye.

(Multiple ayes)

CHAIR MLLER: Al those opposed?

(No audi bl e response)

CHAIR MLLER: Al those abstaining?

(No audi bl e response)

CHAIR MLLER: Mbdtion passes 4-0-0.

kay, thank you. M. Silverstein.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN: 1'd like to open
this by saying that years and years ago when
was begi nning as an ANC Conmi ssioner in that
area, we worked very hard to put, to get all the
clubs on 18th Street, between M and Thonas
Jefferson to buy into a single trash conpact or
because of the problens that we had there. The
| ack of space to put their trash.

And in that case, there were cases
where people were taking trash across the street

fromtheir establishnent and putting it in the
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dunpsters of other establishnments and we were
able to determne that by the trail of trash

So this, what's happening here is
not hing new. There's a great collection of
different places that are all producing trash and
there's not a |lot of space behind it to put it.

M. Gardner, tell me what you can add
on the record to be hel pful to all of us?

MR. GARDNER: Well, there's 11
dunpsters and nine recycle bins in a 20 by 20
all ey, or behind the Malaysian. It's 1829 M
Street, so there's a |l ot of dunpsters right there
and not a lot of responsibility. And everybody
Is pointing the finger at everybody el se.

| happen to have two restaurants,
Second State and Irish Wi skey, and the reason
why |'m so passionate about this right now, is I
just closed the doors to ny restaurant, Second
State.

|"ve personally tal ked and went to see
i n person, Sonya Chance, the Lead | nspector at

t he Department of Public Wrks, Gabriel Curtis,

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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Supervi sor of D.C. Pest Control Departnent of
Heal t h, Roberto Medrano, |nspector of Code
Enf orcenent for the Bureau of Community Hygi ene.
|'ve went to M. Evans office, tw ce.
| ve been very vocal about this. | go to all the
CGol den Triangle Meetings. | have a serious,
serious rodent problem because the side of ny
restaurant, Second State, is right beside the
dunpst ers.

So these rodents breed there, and the
first place they go is right inside ny
restaurant. And | have a long list of Steritech
bills, which is the conpany that | hire to keep
the rodents out. W plugged holes. | even
changed ny concept.

It used to be called the Mghty Pint,
and before that it was the Mad Hatter, you
remenber. And as | get older and | open up nore
restaurant style places, because this is ny fifth
one, |'ve changed the atnosphere to nore of a sit
down, white table cloth style restaurant because

that's what ny conpany's doing now. So | figure
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maybe that will change things a little bit.

But as | did that, and | renodel ed the

pl ace, and made it a little nore upscale, you
know, and we started cleaning it up, and ripping
the walls, the rat infestation has been so bad
now, we've been closed for 13 days.

And you know, Andrew Kline's ny
counsel, and we're now | ooking at who's to point
the finger at this. | can't -- this is pages and
pages, and it's been going on for | would say
five and a half nonths. And | couldn't get a
resolve to it.

To the point where you can only take
so many Yelp reviews of sonebody seeing a rat run
across your dining roomfloor. And you know,
nobody wanted to listen. And everybody said they
woul d do sonet hi ng about it, but nothing got
done. And it cost me ny restaurant, and |I've
never |ost a restaurant before. W're a very
successful conpany.

W have, you know, |rish \Wiskey has

been there now for our fourth year. You know

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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had my other ones in Virginia, and | had ny
Georgetown Waterfront space. And they controlled
the trash in Georgetown Waterfront, with al

t hose restaurants in there, so nuch better
because they have the big dunpsters like you're
tal ki ng about. The big recycle bins.

And it's just I'mreally frustrated
ri ght now because it's, that restaurant was a
good revenue producing restaurant, and | just
spent a |lot of noney to renodel it. And | can't
have, | nmean it's done. | have rats, | have
pi ctures of rodents, | have enpl oyee reports, |
have ny Steritech reports. And |I'mthe one that
called the Golden Triangle about all these
dunpst ers.

So when | get a violation for ny
grease trap |lid being open, which absolutely, ny
grease trap lid was open. But my area around ny
grease trap and ny particul ar dunpster, no trash

around them | take care of the space.

Every norning, ny staff gets up and we

squirt down the alley. W take responsibility

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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for that. W don't have to, because we're
sharing it with Boqueria, Chipotle, all the
pl aces on M Street.

But we have the hose connection on our
building so we take it as part of our busboy
duties. | don't have to do that, but | want to
do that because it's ny nei ghborhood too. It's
ny alley, but the fact that it's gotten to the
point where | had to close down is just --

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN. M. Gardner, |'m
not sure how nmuch the trash conmpactor on 18th
Street helped. W were told that it did. And we
were told that anong other things, it al so saved
everybody noney. Because they didn't have to
have as many pi ckups and what ever.

|s there anything that you woul d
suggest that the licensed establishnments and the
non-1licensed establishnments along M Street, and
per haps al ong 18th, or whatever do? 1Is there
anyt hing that can be done? WII it help things?

MR. GARDNER: The issue is the

| andl ord at the Mayl asi an restaurant who has |

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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think the, Myl asian restaurant and Chipotle, or
|"msorry the Mayl asi an and Parl ay, she nakes a
| arge profit fromleasing, to | easing that space
to all the other places to keep their dunpsters
t here.

So | think she charges $1200 a nonth
for like places |ike, Chipotle, Canelot's, all
t hose places around there. | had a spot for ny
dunpster, so | shared it between Irish Wi skey
and Second State. All the other ones there just
like | said, there's 11 dunpsters. So 11
busi nesses, sone |icensed, sone not, all cramin
there and she's making a mnt |easing these --

MEMBER SILVERSTEIN: |s she a licensed
est abl i shnent ?

MR GARDNER: | don't believe so.
She's, it's the, she may be. |'mnot positive.
| could go through sone notes, but | sat face-to-
face with her, and she doesn't want to -- said
not her problem You know, it's--

M5. PHILLIPS: Wsat's the nane of the

establi shment that she runs?

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MS. PHILLIPS: It's at 1829 M Street.
It's a nulti-use building. There's a soup
kitchen there. | called |I think, Super Grl
Soup. And then there's a Ml aysi an restaurant,
then there's another bar. So it's | think three
different thing in one building there. And I
think there's an office up-top.

And Chi potl e al so has a dunpster
there. That's the third |argest Chipotle in
revenue in the entire country. So you can
i magi ne what trash a Chipotle restaurant has,
that goes into that space.

And let's face it, nobody from the
Chi potl e people, they don't, a guy that does the
di shes at Chipotle doesn't really care where
he's putting the trash back there.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN: |s there anyway
that a conpactor or something |i ke that woul d be
of help in a situation like that?

MR. GARDNER: That was my suggestion
to have a -- not a full size one, but there's --

you can get themthree different sizes. And
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actually gave her the information for a

conpactor. She said well |I'mlosing revenue then
because. | was, you're not if you think about
it, you still charge everybody to use that

conpactor, the sanme anmount you're charging to
keep their dunpsters there. You don't |ose any
noney. She just didn't want to hear it.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN: It's been very
hel pful. [It's been extrenely helpful. |Is there
anything else that either of you would want to
add?

MR. GARDNER: Well I'mjust glad to
get sonething on the record about this because
even M. Evans, you know didn't really, it was
kind of |ike, you know, useless.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN.  Well, there's
great concern in the nei ghborhood. And there is
a great concern al so anong entrepreneurs.

MR. GARDNER: Well, yes. | personally
guaranteed a | ease there for at |east ten years.
You know, I'min nmy sixth year of a ten year

term so now | have Andrew Kline battling ny

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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| andl ord about, | can't run an establi shnent
t here.

It's so now, |I'mdeep with | awer
bills with Veritas, and he's, now they're suing
me, I'msuing them This thing is costing ne a
fortune because of a rodent problem And
dunpsters that are beside ny place.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN: M. Gardner
thank you for putting this on the record. The
fact that it is on the record will give fol ks
outside of this rooman opportunity to nove
forward

MR. GARDNER: Great, thanks for
| i st eni ng.

CHAIR MLLER M. Rodriguez.

MR. RAM REZ: Yes, | haven't heard

anyt hi ng about the city's Vector Control Progranf

M. Gardner, have you said anything to this
probl en? Have you contacted thenf

MR. GARDNER: Yes, that's Gabri el
Curtis.

VEMBER RODRI GUEZ: Excuse ne.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MEMBER BROCKS: That's Gabriel Curtis.

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: The Vector Control
Pr ogr anf?

MR. GARDNER: Yes, Gabriel Curtis. |
have emails back and forth. Hm-- | started
wi th Sonya Chance the Lead | nspector at the
Departnment of Public Works. Fromthere, she
pointed nme to Gabriel Curtis. Gabriel Curtis
said, it mght be a code violation with Roberto
Medrano the | ead I nspector of Code Enforcenent
for the Bureau of Conmunity Hygi ene.

And then when | didn't get anywhere
wth all three of them that's when | went to M.
Evans office and didn't get anywhere with M.
Evans office either, so you know, what do you do?

It's got to the point where after five
and a half nonths and this many enmails back and
forth, meeting with the Golden Triangle to --

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: So no action has
been taken by the city's Vector Control Ofice to
control the situation?

MR. GARDNER: Actually the only action

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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that's been taken was fromthis office citing the
one license, and so far it's been ne.

CHAIR M LLER  Oh, no.

MR. GARDNER: They found ny |id open
on ny --

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN: | woul d poi nt out
to you that we have, we've taken action against a
nunber of establishnents including several today,
for in our investigative reports, for rodent
violations, or for trash violations.

M. Short was quite vocal about one of
t hem across the way because these are not only
health violations, they're also in some cases
safety violations involving the possibility of
fire and things blocking fire escapes.

And after what happened on Riggs pl ace
this norning, we're very concerned about those
types of things, about fires. So yes, we have
taken action on this. And the information that
you have given us is going to be extrenely
val uabl e.

That is nmy Single Menber District as

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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an ANC Comm ssioner. And on matters that do not

i nvolve liquor matters, | will be very nuch
involved in that. | live there, | walk ny dog
there. It's a serious, serious issue and |

synpat hi ze greatly with you. And |I thank you for
bringing it on the record.

MR. GARDNER. Great. Thanks.

CHAIR MLLER So | just want to say
that 1'msorry for what you're going through and
that you're not getting much response from peopl e
in the city. It's just very disappointing.

MR. GARDNER: You know, there's
bureaucracy, and it's tough. You just can't go,
| just couldn't understand why can't we just take
t he dunpsters out of there?

CHAIR M LLER. Right.

MR. GARDNER: Just say you can't have
dunpsters here anynore. And that was, just
coul dn't be done.

And you just get, | was just at the
point, | just throw ny hands up now, and |'ve

resigned to the fact that | can't run a business
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at 1831 M Street, you know, a successful little
restaurant.

CHAIR M LLER. Yes, that doesn't sound
right. And | would ask, you know, | m ght ask
but | don't think there is, | nean is there
anything that you think that this Board could do,
but | don't really see it.

MR. GARDNER: No, | nean Andrew s
office is just |ooking at my, anything | egal that
| can do to get ne out of this personal guarantee
that, you know because | can't run a space there.
You know it's, you know so it's going to have to
come down to litigation between ne and the
| andl ord.

CHAIR MLLER. Maybe the ANC can get
on it?

M5. PHILLIPS: Sounds |like he's --

CHAIR MLLER. Well good I uck.

M5. PHILLIPS: Thank you.

MR. GARDNER: Thank you very nuch

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled natter

went off the record at 2:21 p.m)
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