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                DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
                      + + + + +
          ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL BOARD
                      + + + + +
                       MEETING

IN THE MATTER OF:              

Temporary License Application  
Event: The Gathering Project    Fact-
Date of Event: April 25, 2015   Finding
Applicant: Che Juan Gonzales    Hearing
 Ruddel-Tabisola               
Neighborhood: 1000 L Street    
8,000 Attendees                

                   April 22, 2015

            The Alcoholic Beverage Control Board
met in the Alcoholic Beverage Control Hearing
Room, Reeves Building, 2000 14th Street, N.W.,
Suite 400S, Washington, D.C. 20009, Chairperson
Ruthanne Miller, presiding.

PRESENT:

RUTHANNE MILLER, Chairperson
NICK ALBERTI, Member
DONALD BROOKS, Member
HECTOR RODRIGUEZ, Member
JAMES SHORT, Member
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1                 P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

2                                           10:37 a.m.

3             MEMBER ALBERTI:  There is another

4 Fact-Finding, I think, that you passed over.

5             MEMBER RODRIGUEZ:  Yes.

6             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Did I pass that

7 one?

8             MEMBER ALBERTI:  The Gathering

9 Project.

10             MEMBER RODRIGUEZ:  The Gathering

11 Project.

12             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Yes, okay.  So

13 they are here.

14             MEMBER ALBERTI:  I could see these

15 looks of anticipation in the audience.

16             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Good morning. 

17 Okay.  The Gathering Project.  The date of this

18 event is April 25, 2015.  And the neighborhood is

19 1000 L Street.

20             MR. ELLISON:  Should be the NoMA.

21             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  NoMA, NoMA, okay.

22             MR. ELLISON:  Where the old Greyhound



(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com
Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

3

1 Bus Station was.

2             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Oh.

3             MR. ELLISON:  They leveled that.

4             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Yes, all right.

5             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  All right.  Let's

6 start with introductions.

7             MR. ELLISON:  My name is Ryan Ellison. 

8 I'm with The Gathering Project.

9             MR. RUDDEL-TABISOLA:  My name is Che

10 Ruddel-Tabisola with The Gathering Project.

11             MR. BOHAGER:  And I'm Halston Bohager

12 with The Gathering Project.

13             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  So what is

14 The Gathering Project?

15             MR. ELLISON:  We're a Baltimore-based

16 food truck event coordinator.

17             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  

18             MR. ELLISON:  We have done about 140

19 events in the past four years.  This will be our

20 fourth year for the Taste of Three Cities, which

21 is our largest event.  This is the first time we

22 will be doing it in D.C. though.
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1             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  

2             MR. ELLISON:  And so what that is is

3 a competition between Baltimore, Washington, D.C.

4 and Philadelphia.  Typically, we will have 20

5 trucks from each city.  Since this is our first

6 event in D.C., we pared it down to 40 trucks.

7             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Is it the same

8 trucks that have been participating in the past

9 events or they are different trucks?

10             MR. ELLISON:  No, they are different. 

11 Some of them are the same.  There is a handful

12 from Baltimore and Philadelphia, but the majority

13 of which will be coming from D.C.  Some of these

14 trucks we haven't had in the past.  I would say

15 there is about three or four new ones.

16             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  And how many

17 trucks?

18             MR. ELLISON:  In D.C. there will be

19 40.  I think we're up to 37 now.  We estimated

20 40.

21             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  You estimated

22 8,000 attendance?
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1             MR. ELLISON:  Unfortunately, I don't

2 think we're going to get anywhere near that.  We

3 have only sold 150 tickets so far.

4             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Oh.

5             MR. ELLISON:  Typically when we are in

6 Baltimore, we see crowds between 8,000 and

7 10,000.

8             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Wow.

9             MR. ELLISON:  But this time around say

10 well, we will get 8,000 in D.C., but we learned

11 that there is the Living Classroom Festival,

12 which --

13             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Oh.

14             MR. ELLISON:  -- by the way guys

15 sounds awesome.  And there is also Truckeroo,

16 which is a really similar event, but it's all

17 D.C. trucks the day before.

18             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Oh.

19             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Oh, man.

20             MR. ELLISON:  I know.  You know, it's

21 we do a lot of events in the Baltimore area and

22 we are doing another one of these large-scale
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1 events in Philly, so hopefully we will recoup our

2 loss from D.C.  We are going to do it anyways.

3             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Yes, okay.

4             MR. ELLISON:  You know, with our other

5 events.

6             MEMBER SHORT:  Maybe you'll be

7 surprised.

8             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  You will have a

9 soft run.

10             MR. ELLISON:  Exactly.  We're kind of

11 thinking -- trying to think of it as a dress

12 rehearsal before we just kind of freak out and

13 just call it quits --

14             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Right.

15             MR. ELLISON:  -- at the end of the

16 day.

17             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  

18             MR. ELLISON:  I hope we are surprised. 

19 I would be really happy to get 3,000 people.

20             MEMBER SHORT:  You may be.  A lot of

21 tourists will be in town.

22             MR. ELLISON:  That would be great.
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1             MEMBER SHORT:  The Redskins Pickup.

2             MR. ELLISON:  We are promoting the

3 heck out of it and we are prepared for that

4 original 8,000 number, but I would be happy to

5 get 3,000, at this point, that would cover our

6 operation costs.

7             MEMBER SHORT:  I think you will do

8 better than that.

9             MR. ELLISON:  I really hope so.  Thank

10 you.

11             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  It depends on the

12 weather and stuff, too, you know.

13             MR. ELLISON:  We have been watching it

14 really closely.  Yesterday we noticed that the

15 different news or weather agencies all had

16 conflicting reports.

17             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Right.

18             MR. ELLISON:  One said 70 percent

19 chance of rain.  One said zero.  One said 30, so.

20             MEMBER SHORT:  And that could change.

21             MR. ELLISON:  I hope it stays nice and

22 sunny and warm.
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1             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  So what is going

2 to happen?  They bring in food trucks, serving

3 food and beer.  You are just doing beer, right?

4             MR. ELLISON:  Beer.  You know, we have

5 beer, wine and food.

6             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Beer, okay.

7             MR. ELLISON:  So we do premixed

8 alcohol drinks, which would be Rum Punch and

9 Orange Crush.

10             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  And then there is

11 more to this event though?  There is kids stuff?

12             MR. ELLISON:  There is kid zones.  We

13 have inflatable bouncy house.  We have kids

14 games, face painting, inflatable obstacle course. 

15 You can see on our site map, you guys have a copy

16 of that.

17             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Yes.

18             MEMBER RODRIGUEZ:  Yes.

19             MEMBER ALBERTI:  We have a copy.

20             MR. ELLISON:  Kid zone is down there. 

21 We do have bands.  We have four bands lined up

22 throughout the day.  Really all of our events are
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1 really geared towards community and family

2 atmosphere.  We are not the, you know, drinking

3 festivals, beer fests that you see that are out

4 there.  Really our main demographic is age 26 to

5 43.  It's, you know, families.

6             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  And what are the

7 hours?

8             MR. ELLISON:  It goes from --

9             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  11:00 to 9:00?

10             MR. ELLISON:  -- 11:00.  The gates

11 open at 11:00 for VIP and general admission gets

12 in at noon and it goes until 9:00.  We have

13 spoken with the fire department.  We understand

14 we have to stop serving food at 8:30 and that's

15 when our last call will be as well.

16             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  And what are you

17 doing for security then, given these numbers?  I

18 mean, what are you doing?

19             MR. ELLISON:  Well, we staff 25

20 security personnel.  Our space is much smaller

21 than the previous event before us.  I mean, we

22 are, I think, 75,000 square feet all self-
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1 contained.

2             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Yes.

3             MR. ELLISON:  So we have hired our

4 normal security staff to work these large events. 

5 There is 25 of them and we have got 15 of our own

6 staff that works the event for us.

7             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  

8             MR. ELLISON:  And so they will be

9 checking IDs and giving wristbands to people that

10 are over 21.

11             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  So you have a

12 normal staff, a normal security company you work

13 with?

14             MR. ELLISON:  We do, Level 4 Security.

15             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  

16             MR. ELLISON:  We have been using them

17 for years.

18             MR. BOHAGER:  They pretty much started

19 out with us in Baltimore and we use them for all

20 of our events.  We have done 100 -- over 140

21 events in Baltimore and we have never had any

22 problems.  Never had any kind of citations or
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1 anything like that.  So these guys really know

2 what they are doing and we really trust them.

3             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  And who checks

4 IDs?

5             MR. BOHAGER:  We will be checking all

6 IDs at the door.  Everyone who comes in will be

7 getting a hand stamp that they have paid

8 admission.  And then anyone that wants to drink,

9 we will check their ID and then give them a

10 colored wristband and no one will be able to have

11 any alcohol without the wristband.  Our security

12 staff will be monitoring that the entire time.

13             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  And do you

14 offer free water or anything like that?

15             MR. ELLISON:  We do if requested.  We

16 sell bottled water as well.

17             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Yes.

18             MR. ELLISON:  But each bar station

19 will have their own igloo full of ice water.

20             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  

21             MR. ELLISON:  If you request water,

22 you will be given a cup of ice.
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1             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  How many bar

2 stations?

3             MR. ELLISON:  One very large one and

4 then one in the VIP tent.

5             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  And what goes on

6 in VIP?

7             MR. ELLISON:  They have their own

8 personal bar, their own bathroom.

9             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Oh, okay.

10             MR. ELLISON:  With a chance to hobnob

11 with people that we have invited, celebrities.

12             MR. BOHAGER:  That's where our food

13 judges will be.  The main draw for this is it's a

14 competition for all the trucks from D.C.,

15 Baltimore and Philadelphia.  So we are going to

16 have our judges in there who will be judging food

17 from the trucks throughout the day.  And we

18 really hope to make this like kind of like a

19 Triple Crown.

20             So you know, like the D.C. one, maybe

21 a truck from Philly will win the D.C. trophy and

22 then maybe a D.C. truck will win the one in
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1 Baltimore to like really kind of help connect

2 these three cities and really kind of make these

3 annual events for each city.

4             MR. ELLISON:  We have been really

5 successful with it in Baltimore.  The idea works

6 really well.  And I think we thought that since

7 we have trucks coming from these three cities,

8 it's a good idea to kind of move it from place to

9 place to place.

10             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Yes.

11             MR. ELLISON:  And this is the first

12 year we are doing it, so we will see how it goes.

13             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Right.  So people

14 don't know you here yet.

15             MR. ELLISON:  Exactly.

16             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Yes.

17             MR. ELLISON:  Exactly.  

18             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  

19             MR. ELLISON:  We are really

20 established in Baltimore.  

21             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Right.

22             MR. ELLISON:  We are crossing our
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1 fingers for D.C. as well.  It seems like D.C.

2 loves food trucks though.

3             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Yes, they do,

4 yes.

5             MR. ELLISON:  There is a lot of

6 events.

7             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Yes.  Okay.  

8             MEMBER SHORT:  They love food.

9             MR. ELLISON:  As do we.

10             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Board Members

11 have questions?

12             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Go ahead, Mr. Short.

13             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Mr. Short, yes.

14             MEMBER SHORT:  I see you have a medic

15 tent.

16             MR. ELLISON:  Yes, sir.

17             MEMBER SHORT:  Who is going to be

18 stationed there?

19             MR. ELLISON:  Lifestar EMT.  It's a

20 private company that is suggested by the DCRA. 

21 We have two EMTs who will be working out of the

22 tent.  We will have a mobile team walking around
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1 the festival itself, too.

2             MEMBER SHORT:  Okay.  And have you

3 checked with MPD, the Metropolitan Police

4 Department?

5             MR. ELLISON:  We were told that we

6 didn't have to hire the police department,

7 because --

8             MEMBER SHORT:  I didn't say hire.  Do

9 they know about your event?

10             MR. ELLISON:  Yes, they do know about

11 our event.

12             MEMBER SHORT:  Okay.  Go ahead and

13 finish.  I'm sorry, I cut you off.

14             MR. ELLISON:  No, no, it's okay.  We

15 were told that we didn't have to hire police

16 department or police personnel because we are on

17 private property.

18             MEMBER SHORT:  Okay.  That's all I

19 have, Madam Chair.

20             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  Mr.

21 Alberti?

22             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Just real quick.  
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1             MR. ELLISON:  Sure.

2             MEMBER ALBERTI:  So it's self-

3 contained.  How is it -- how is the perimeter

4 secured?

5             MR. ELLISON:  Chain link fence.

6             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Around the whole --

7             MR. ELLISON:  Around the whole thing.

8             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay.  Great. 

9 Thanks.

10             MR. BOHAGER:  There is a cement wall

11 right here.  There is another parking lot here

12 that is divided by a cement wall and then these

13 are train tracks --

14             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Right.

15             MR. BOHAGER:  -- that are elevated.

16             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Right.

17             MR. BOHAGER:  And around this

18 perimeter it's all chain link fence.

19             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Yes, okay.  It wasn't

20 -- yes, it didn't state that and I just wanted to

21 make sure.  Great.  Thank you.

22             MR. BOHAGER:  Okay.  
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1             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Yes, Mr.

2 Rodriguez?

3             MEMBER RODRIGUEZ:  Yes, just curious. 

4 How do you determine the winners?  I mean, how --

5 what criteria?

6             MR. ELLISON:  So there is the people's

7 choice, which you can text in your favorite --

8             MEMBER RODRIGUEZ:  Okay.  

9             MR. ELLISON:  -- item from the food

10 truck.

11             MEMBER RODRIGUEZ:  All right.  

12             MR. ELLISON:  And then we have the

13 judging stations in the VIP centers.  We have

14 about 12 judges and then they will choose which

15 was the best barbecue, which was the best Asian

16 food, the best vegetarian dish, the best cupcake

17 or best dessert and so on and so forth.

18             MEMBER RODRIGUEZ:  Right.

19             MR. ELLISON:  And then they tally up

20 all the points and then the one that has the most

21 points at the end of the day wins.

22             MEMBER RODRIGUEZ:  Okay.  Thank you.
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1             MR. BOHAGER:  The winning truck wins

2 a $4,000 prize and then we are really trying to

3 hope to get all the -- you know, certain trucks

4 for each one and there will be a grand prize

5 after the Baltimore event of an extra --

6             MR. ELLISON:  $10,000.

7             MR. BOHAGER:  -- $10,000 for the grand

8 prize truck from all three cities.

9             MR. ELLISON:  So we run the point

10 system sort of like a PGA Tour.

11             MEMBER RODRIGUEZ:  Right.

12             MR. ELLISON:  You use the one with the

13 most points at the end of the last leg wins the

14 grand total.  The real problem that we are

15 running into is getting trucks from Philadelphia

16 to come to D.C.

17             MEMBER RODRIGUEZ:  Right.

18             MR. ELLISON:  It's a long trek and

19 vice-versa.

20             MEMBER RODRIGUEZ:  And where do your

21 proceeds go to?

22             MR. ELLISON:  A portion of our



(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com
Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

19

1 proceeds goes to D.C. Kitchen, but our national

2 is -- our national nonprofit is RED.

3             MEMBER RODRIGUEZ:  Oh, great.  Okay. 

4 Thank you.

5             MR. ELLISON:  Sure.

6             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Does our

7 Investigator have any questions?

8             INVESTIGATOR TOWNSEND:  Just a couple.

9             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  Are you

10 charging, is there an admission fee on the day

11 of?

12             MR. ELLISON:  There is.

13             INVESTIGATOR TOWNSEND:  Okay.  

14             MR. ELLISON:  So general admission is

15 $25.

16             INVESTIGATOR TOWNSEND:  Okay.  

17             MR. ELLISON:  VIP is $75 and that

18 includes parking as well.  We have rented the lot

19 across the street.

20             INVESTIGATOR TOWNSEND:  And then the

21 bar area, that one bar area, is that where soft

22 drinks can be purchased as well?
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1             MR. ELLISON:  Correct.

2             INVESTIGATOR TOWNSEND:  Is that the

3 only place that --

4             MR. ELLISON:  Trucks also sell soft

5 drinks and waters.

6             INVESTIGATOR TOWNSEND:  Okay.  So soft

7 drinks at that -- at your bar, are they sold in

8 different cups than the alcohol cups?

9             MR. ELLISON:  They are not sold in

10 cups at all.  They are cans.

11             INVESTIGATOR TOWNSEND:  They are cans. 

12 Okay.  Perfect.

13             MEMBER ALBERTI:  So I'm going to

14 follow that question.  So if our Investigator

15 goes in and sees someone with a cup, they can

16 assume it's alcohol?

17             MR. ELLISON:  Yes, they can assume

18 it's alcohol.

19             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Very good.

20             MR. ELLISON:  Or water.

21             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Thank you.

22             MR. ELLISON:  Because we will serve
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1 water in those cups as well if someone asks for

2 free water as opposed to buying water from us, we

3 would give a separate cup for that.

4             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay.  Okay.  

5             INVESTIGATOR TOWNSEND:  And did you

6 say that there will be a last call?

7             MR. ELLISON:  Yes, 8:30 will be our

8 last call.

9             INVESTIGATOR TOWNSEND:  Okay.  

10             MR. ELLISON:  That's when we stop

11 serving food.

12             INVESTIGATOR TOWNSEND:  All right.  No

13 further questions.

14             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  Thank you. 

15 Anybody else?  All right.  Do you have anything

16 else you wanted to add?

17             MR. ELLISON:  No.

18             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  It sounds

19 good.

20             So I'm going to move that we approve

21 this application.  Do I have a second?

22             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Second.
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1             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Mr. Alberti has

2 seconded the motion.

3             All those in favor say aye.

4             ALL:  Aye.

5             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  All those

6 opposed?  All those abstaining?  The motion

7 passes 5-0-0.  Okay.  Thank you very much.

8             MR. ELLISON:  Thank you.

9             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Best of luck.

10             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Good luck.

11             MEMBER RODRIGUEZ:  Sounds fun.

12             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Yes, it sounds

13 fun.  Okay.  Always fun events.

14             (Whereupon, the Fact-Finding Hearing

15 in the above-entitled matter was concluded at

16 10:49 a.m.)

17

18

19

20

21

22
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