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DI STRI CT OF COLUMBI A
+ + + + +

ALCOHCLI C BEVERAGE CONTROL BQARD
+ + + + +

VEETI NG

IN THE MATTER OF:

Chi nat own Cof f ee Conpany, LLC

t/a Chi natown Cof fee Conpany Show Cause
475 H Street, N W Heari ng
Retailer CT - ANC 2C (St at us)

Li cense No. 83981

Case #13- CC-00012

(No ABC Manager on Duty,

Sale to Mnor, Failed to
Take Steps Necessary to
Ascertain Legal Drinking Age)

March 26, 2014

The Al coholic Beverage Control
Board net in the Al coholic Beverage Control
Heari ng Room Reeves Buil ding, 2000 14th
Street, N.W, Suite 400S, Washington, D.C.
20009, Chairperson Ruthanne M| er,
presi di ng.

PRESENT:

RUTHANNE M LLER, Chai rperson
NI CK ALBERTI, Menber

DONALD BROCKS, Menber

M KE SI LVERSTEI N, Menber
HECTOR RODRI GUEZ, Menber
JAVES SHORT, Menber

ALSO PRESENT:
M CHAEL STERN, OAG

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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P-ROCEEDI-NGS

(9:55 a.m)

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay. The
next case i s Case No. 13-CC-00012, Chi natown
Cof f ee Conpany | ocated at 475 H Street, N W
Good nor ni ng.

MR. BROMWN: Hell o.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  You shoul d
sit on this side. Gkay. How are you?

MR BROMWN: | amwell. How are
you?

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Good.

MR. BROWN: How s the Board?

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Do we have an
attorney here for the Ofice of the Attorney
General ?

MR, STERN: Hold on a m nute,
ma' am

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay. Wy
don't you take a nonent and sign-in then?

MR, STERN. Thank you, Your Honor.

M chael Stern representing the District of

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Page 3
Col unbi a.

MR. BROAN. Max Brown, Chinat own
Cof f ee Conpany.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: Ckay. This
is a Show Cause (Status) Hearing. M. Brown,
| need to ask you if you received notice of
t he hearing?

MR. BROMN: | did.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER.  And did you
read it and understand it?

MR. BROMN: | did.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER. Ckay. Then
that notice is part of this record, no
obj ecti on bei ng made.

(Wher eupon, the docunent was

mar ked for identification as

Exhibit 1 and was received in

evi dence.)

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: M. Stern,
are there any prelimnary matters?

MR. STERN: There are. In this

matter, the respondent will -- the parties

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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have entered into an offer in conprom se,

whi ch we hope the Board will accept. The
respondent will pay a fine of $3,650. That is
$3,000 for Charge 1, $650 for Charge 2. The
Ofice of the Attorney General will be

di smssing Charge 3. And the respondent wll
al so have his |license suspended for five days,

all of which will be stayed for a period of

one year. |f there are no further violations,
the five days wll be erased. |If there are
further violations, the Board wll have the

option of reposing this.

The $3,650 will be paid within 30
days.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. Charge
1 you said was $3, 0007

MR STERN:  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER W th license
suspended for five days, stayed for a year
pendi ng no further violations?

MR, STERN: That's right.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Ckay. And

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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what's that charge?

MR, STERN: That charge is, |
believe that is, the service to m nor.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Serving a
m nor, 7817

MR, STERN: Yeah. Actually,
should -- ny copy shows that is Charge 2.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Right. Ckay,
that's what | have.

MR STERN: | think I may have had
t hem backwar ds.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. Cot

MR STERN. Charge 2 is sale to
mnor. Charge 1 is the not having the owner
or ABC Manager --

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  Ri ght, okay.

MR STERN. -- on prem ses.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. M.
Brown, are you agreeable to that offer in
conprom se as | hear it?

MR, BROMN: | am

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Ckay. |I'm

going to repeat it though. OCkay. $650 for
Count 1, $3,000 for Count 2 with five days

|l i cense suspended with the suspension stayed
for a year pending no further -- stayed
pendi ng no further violations for a year.

MR, BROMN:  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER (Ckay. And
Charge 3 di sm ssed.

MR. BROMN:  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Al'l right.
And you understand that you waive your right
to a hearing by entering into an offer in
conprom se?

MR. BROAN: | do.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Ckay. Are
there any Board questions? Al right. Oh,
and the fine is due within 30 days?

MR, STERN:  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay. Thank
you.

MEMBER ALBERTI: | just have a

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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comment before | vote, before we take the
vot e.
CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.
MEMBER ALBERTI: If | may?
CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Um hum
MEMBER ALBERTI: M. Brown, |I'ma
little disconcerted here. N ne nonths
previous to this, you were charged wth

identical violations. No ABC Manager and sal e

to a mnor. That doesn't bode well in theory.
So actually, I'"mgoing to vote agai nst
accepting this offer in conpromse. | think

that in light of the fact that the |icensee
has repeated this violation just nine --
identical violation just nine nonths after the
first one, in which you got a warning, | wll
-- | don't think having no days served is
sufficient penalty.

MR BROMN: If | mght respond --

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Yes.

MR. BROMN: -- to the Board?

MEMBER ALBERTI: No. [|'m not

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Page 8

asking for responses. It's just ny comment.

MR, BROWN:  Fi ne.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Well, I'm
going to allow a response.

MR. BROMN: Madam Chair, | would
i ke to respond.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MR BROMN: Let ne say a couple of
things. One is |'mdeeply enbarrassed about
this. W are a coffee shop and we have a
liquor license. It represents -- al cohol
sal es probably represent .05 percent of our
sal es.

Not w t hst andi ng t hat, our
responsibility for having the license is the
sanme as if it were 100 percent of ny business.
| believe in the course of ny business, | did
not take seriously enough ny responsibility to
ensure ny staff was properly trained. And I--
they went through training. | just haven't
gone through -- | had them go through anot her

training wthin the [ast two weeks.

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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We have increased our oversight
and managenent. | personally have been
involved in that and | nmake a pl edge, a
commtnent to the Board that ny responsibility
and privilege of having this license is taken
very seriously. And | commt to you that |I'm
doing all | can, nore than | have been
frankly, to nake sure this doesn't happen
again.

MEMBER ALBERTI: | appreciate
that, M. Brown. Thank you.

MR, BROMN: Sure. No problem
sir.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. Any
ot her coomments? Al right. Then I'mgoing to
nove that we accept this offer in conprom se
of $3, 650 payable within 30 days breaki ng down
as follows: $650 for Charge 1, $3,000 for
Charge 2 with the license suspended for five
days and that suspension stayed pendi ng no
further violations within a one year period.

And Charge 3 di sm ssed.

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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Do | have a second?

MEMBER BROCKS: Second.

CHAIl RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. And |
woul d just like to conment that | think that
M. Brown's response alleviated any concerns
| m ght have had with respect to this being a
repeat offense. That this is a coffee shop
and | think that the fine that is inposed is
a fairly hefty fine. And | don't believe a
hearing in this case woul d be beneficial.

So there is a notion then to

accept the offer in conprom se that has been

seconded.
Al'l those in favor say aye.
MEMBER SI LVERSTEI N:  Aye.
CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Aye.
MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: Aye.
MEMBER BROOKS: Aye.
CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Al'l those
opposed?

MEMBER ALBERTI: Opposed.

MEMBER SHORT: Opposed.

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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CHAI RPERSON M LLER  All those

abstaining? Then | hear the vote as being 4-2
to accept the offer in conpromse with M.

Al berti and M. Short opposed. So the notion
passes.

MR. BROWN. Thank you, Board.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Thank you. |
didn't signit yet. Wit a mnute, M. Brown.
Ch, he's okay? Thank you.

(Wher eupon, the Show Cause
(Status) Hearing in the above-entitled matter

was concl uded at 10:04 a.m)

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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