
(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com
Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

1

                DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
                      + + + + +
          ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL BOARD
                      + + + + +
                       MEETING

IN THE MATTER OF:              

1819 14th Ventures, LLC        
t/a El Centro D.F.              Show Cause
1819 14th Street, NW            Hearing
Retailer CR - ANC-1B            (Status)
License No. 84847              
Case #14-AUD-00095             

(Failed to File Quarterly      
Statements-2nd Quarter 2014)   

                  February 18, 2015

            The Alcoholic Beverage Control Board
met in the Alcoholic Beverage Control Hearing
Room, Reeves Building, 2000 14th Street, N.W.,
Suite 400S, Washington, D.C. 20009, Chairperson
Ruthanne Miller, presiding.

PRESENT:

RUTHANNE MILLER, Chairperson
NICK ALBERTI, Member
DONALD BROOKS, Member
MIKE SILVERSTEIN, Member
HECTOR RODRIGUEZ, Member
JAMES SHORT, Member

ALSO PRESENT:

CHRISSY GEPHARDT, OAG
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1                 P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

2                                           10:27 a.m.

3             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  The next case is

4 Case No. 14-AUD-00095, El Centro D.F. located at

5 1819 14th Street, N.W., License No. 84847, in ANC-

6 1B.  Good morning.

7             MR. GRAY:  Good morning.

8             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Would you

9 identify yourself for the record, please?

10             MR. GRAY:  My name is Joshua Gray. 

11 I'm the general manager.

12             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Mr. Gray, are you

13 authorized to represent the establishment at this

14 hearing?

15             MR. GRAY:  Yes, I am.

16             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Did you -- do you

17 have anything in writing?

18             MR. GRAY:  In terms of?

19             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  In terms of --

20             MR. GRAY:  Being able to authorize? 

21 No, I don't believe so.  I didn't know that that

22 was going to be necessary.
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1             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  Well, I

2 mean, I'll give you a date of a Show Cause

3 Hearing, but in general, if you are going to bind

4 the establishment in any way, you would need to

5 be authorized by the owner or the president.

6             MR. GRAY:  I apologize, ma'am, I was

7 unaware of that.

8             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  

9             MR. GRAY:  We plan on not contesting

10 the charge.  We were -- we definitely had a

11 mistake with our accounting department, which is

12 why.

13             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  You have

14 anything to say?

15             MS. GEPHARDT:  Well, it seems that if

16 we can't -- if he can't enter into any kind of

17 agreement, then I guess we will just proceed to a

18 Show Cause.

19             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  Sometimes,

20 if I'm not mistaken, see what happens here

21 besides just getting a date, sometimes the

22 Government is ready to offer a compromise, a
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1 settlement and the Board will vote on whether to

2 accept it or not.  But the person has to be

3 authorized.  But I believe that sometimes we

4 allow an authorization to come in after the fact.

5             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Well, I mean, if

6 there is a preliminary matter, I'm -- I

7 personally wouldn't -- we need to hear it and

8 then have the acceptance of the -- of what -- if

9 there is an Offer in Compromise, have the

10 acceptance of an Offer in Compromise contingent

11 upon us getting a letter of authorization by the

12 end of the day.

13             MR. GRAY:  I could get a letter of

14 authorization by the end of the day.

15             MEMBER ALBERTI:  So --

16             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Yes.

17             MEMBER ALBERTI:  -- that's where I'm

18 at.  Is that okay, Ms. Miller?

19             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  That's okay.

20             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Great.

21             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  If you feel that

22 you are authorized to enter it, if you are not,
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1 you can talk to the -- to Ms. Gephardt at a later

2 date.

3             MR. GRAY:  Okay.  

4             MS. GEPHARDT:  Can I have a brief

5 moment just to --

6             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Yes, sure.

7             MS. GEPHARDT:  -- speak to Mr. Gray?

8             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Yes, that would

9 be a good idea.

10             MS. GEPHARDT:  Mr.?

11             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Mr., what was his

12 last name?  Graham?

13             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Ask him again.

14             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Sir, is your name

15 Graham?  Mr. Graham?  What's your last name.

16             MR. GRAY:  Gray, G-R-A-Y.

17             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  G-R-A-Y, okay. 

18 Why don't you take a moment to consult with Ms.

19 Gephardt?

20             MS. GEPHARDT:  Thank you.  Okay.  We

21 are ready.

22             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  
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1             MS. GEPHARDT:  Okay.  The parties have

2 agreed to an Offer in Compromise that consists of

3 the following.  That would be a $2,000 fine.  The

4 quarterly statement has been filed.  And I

5 believe the licensee is prepared to pay the fine

6 today.  If for some reason it's not paid today,

7 if it's not paid within 30 days, the license will

8 be suspended immediately.

9             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  Mr. Gray,

10 do you agree to an Offer in Compromise to pay a

11 $2,000 payment within 30 days or your license

12 would be suspended?

13             MR. GRAY:  Yes, ma'am, that's correct.

14             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  And you intend to

15 pay it today?

16             MR. GRAY:  I am ready to pay now, yes,

17 ma'am.

18             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  All right.  

19             MR. GRAY:  Check in hand.

20             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  Any

21 questions by Board Members?  And an authorization

22 from the owner would be submitted to the office
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1 today as well?

2             MR. GRAY:  I can get that as well,

3 yes, ma'am.

4             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  

5             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Ms. Miller, staff has

6 mentioned that a fax, a signed fax copy or a

7 signed PDF copy would be sufficient.

8             MR. GRAY:  Okay.  

9             MEMBER ALBERTI:  In case you don't

10 want to come back down.

11             MR. GRAY:  In terms of submission, do

12 I have to submit the record to the office or is

13 there --

14             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Yes, Ms. Walker will

15 help you.  She will give you instructions on how

16 to submit it.

17             MR. GRAY:  Thank you very much, sir.

18             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  After we are

19 finished here.  Okay.  All right.  Then I would

20 move that we accept this Offer in Compromise of

21 $2,000 payable within 30 days.  And if not paid

22 within 30 days, the license will be suspended. 
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1 And an authorization form will be submitted

2 today.  Okay.  We did that.  Okay.  

3             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Second.

4             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Mr. Alberti has

5 seconded the motion.

6             All those in favor say aye.

7             ALL:  Aye.

8             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  All those

9 opposed?  All those abstaining?  The motion

10 passes 6-0-0.

11             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Thank you for your

12 patience.

13             MR. GRAY:  Thank you for your time.

14             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  So Ms.

15 Walker will help you with the details.

16             MR. GRAY:  Thank you very much.

17             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Yes.

18             (Whereupon, the Show Cause (Status)

19 Hearing in the above-entitled matter was

20 concluded at 10:33 a.m.)

21

22
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