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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
+ + + + +
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL BOARD
+ + + + +
MEETING

þ-----------------------------»
IN THE MATTER OF:             :
                              :
MG Liquors, Inc.              :
t/a Barrell House Liquors     :
1341 14th Street, NW          : Show Cause
Retailer Class A              : Hearing
License No. 23984             : (Status)
Case No. 11-CMP-00365         :
ANC 2F                        :
No ABC Manager on Duty;       :
Operating After hours         :
þ-----------------------------¼

                FEBRUARY 15, 2012

            The Alcoholic Beverage Control
Board met in the Alcoholic Beverage Control
Hearing Room, Reeves Building, 2000 14th

Street, N.W., Washington, D.C., Ruthanne
Miller, Chairperson, presiding.
PRESENT
RUTHANNE MILLER, Chairperson
NICK ALBERTI, Member
DONALD BROOKS, Member 

HERMAN JONES, Member
JEANNETTE MOBLEY, Member
CALVIN NOPHLIN, Member
MIKE SILVERSTEIN, Member
ALSO PRESENT
FERNANDO RIVERO, OIG
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1               P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

2                                       10:04 a.m.

3             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  The next case

4 on the agenda is another show cause status

5 hearing.  It's case No. 11-CMP-00365, Barrell

6 House Liquors, 1341 14th Street, N.W., License

7 No. 23984 in ANC 2F. 

8             And it appears that the parties

9 are at the table.  Could you introduce

10 yourselves for the record, please?

11             MR. RIVERO:  Good morning, Board

12 members.  Fernando Rivero for the District of

13 Columbia standing in for Louise Phillips.

14             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Good morning.

15             MR. GHEBRELUL:  Good morning.  My

16 name is Mesfun Ghebrelul.  I'm the owner of

17 Barrell House Liquor.

18             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  And what? 

19 Could you speak into the microphone?

20             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Is that

21 microphone on?

22             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  You the
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1 microphone?  Is it on?

2             MR. GHEBRELUL:  Yes, this --

3             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  It should

4 have a bright green light on it.

5             MR. GHEBRELUL:  My name is Mesfun

6 Ghebrelul.

7             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.

8             MR. GHEBRELUL:  And I'm the owner

9 of Barrell House Liquor.

10             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Is it on?

11             MEMBER BROOKS:  It's not on.

12             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Can you help

13 him?

14             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Can you push the

15 button, the little --

16             MR. GHEBRELUL:  This one?

17             MEMBER ALBERTI:  No, no, no.

18             MEMBER BROOKS:  The one in front.

19             PARTICIPANT:  There.

20             MR. GHEBRELUL:  Oh, okay.  It was

21 off.

22             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay.
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1             MEMBER BROOKS:  Yes, okay.

2             MR. GHEBRELUL:  My name is Mesfun

3 Ghebrelul and I'm the owner of Barrell House

4 Liquor.

5             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  Great. 

6 And did you receive notice of this show cause

7 hearing?

8             MR. GHEBRELUL:  Yes, I did.

9             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  And did you

10 read it?

11             MR. GHEBRELUL:  Yes.

12             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  And do you

13 understand it?

14             MR. GHEBRELUL:  I do.

15             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  All right. 

16 And do you waive our reading the notice into

17 the record?

18             MR. GHEBRELUL:  Yes, I do.

19             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  Thank

20 you.

21             Mr. Rivero, do we have any

22 preliminary matters in this case?
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1             MR. RIVERO:  Yes, Board members. 

2 The parties have an Offer in Compromise to

3 present to the Board at this time.

4             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.

5             MR. RIVERO:  The offer consists of

6 a fine of $2,000 --

7             (Whereupon, there was feedback

8 from a microphone.)

9             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Maybe you

10 should shut it off right now.  We're getting

11 an --

12             MR. RIVERO:  You all can hear me. 

13 I turned the microphone off.

14             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Can the court

15 reporter?  Okay.  

16             MR. RIVERO:  The offer consists of

17 a fine of $2,000 payable today.  That's the

18 offer.

19             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Does the

20 Licensee agree with that Offer in Compromise

21 of $2,000 payable today?

22             MR. GHEBRELUL:  Yes, I do.
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1             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  Do you

2 understand that you waive your right to a

3 hearing if you accept an Offer in Compromise?

4             MR. GHEBRELUL:  Yes, I do.

5             MEMBER MOBLEY:  Madam Chair, for

6 the record we may want to again have him break

7 it down by charge.

8             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  All right. 

9 Is there a breakdown you'd like to give us?

10             MR. RIVERO:  Charge 1 is $500 and

11 charge 2 is $1,500.

12             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Thank you. 

13 Any other Board questions on this?  

14             (No audible response.)

15             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  So I

16 believe I did ask if you agreed to this, is

17 that correct?

18             MR. GHEBRELUL:  Yes.

19             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Two thousand

20 dollars payable to day.  Okay.  Great.  Okay. 

21 All right.  If there are no Board questions,

22 then I would move that we also accept this
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1 Offer in Compromise for a total of a $2,000

2 fine payable today.  Breakdown, $500 for the

3 first charge, 1,500 for the second charge.

4             Do I have a second?

5             MEMBER NOPHLIN:  Second.

6             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  All those in

7 favor, say aye?  Aye.

8             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Aye.

9             MEMBER BROOKS:  Aye.

10             MEMBER JONES:  Aye.

11             MEMBER MOBLEY:  Aye.

12             MEMBER NOPHLIN:  Aye.

13             MEMBER SILVERSTEIN:  Aye.

14             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  All those

15 opposed?

16             (No audible response.)

17             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  All

18 abstaining?

19             (No audible response.)

20             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Then the vote

21 is 7-0 to accept this Offer in Compromise.

22             Thank you very much.
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1             MR. GHEBRELUL:  Thank you.

2             (Whereupon, the hearing was

3 concluded at 10:07 a.m.)
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