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MEET ING

IN THE MATTER OF:

Sean P. Wolf - Fact-Finding
> Hearing
(Application for Manager®"s :
License)

January 14, 2015

The Alcoholic Beverage Control Board
met In the Alcoholic Beverage Control Hearing
Room, Reeves Building, 2000 14th Street, N.W.,
Suite 400S, Washington, D.C. 20009, Chairperson
Ruthanne Miller, presiding.

PRESENT:

RUTHANNE MILLER, Chairperson
NICK ALBERTI, Member

DONALD BROOKS, Member

MIKE SILVERSTEIN, Member
HECTOR RODRIGUEZ, Member
JAMES SHORT, Member
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P-R-0-C-E-E-D-1-N-G-S
10:20 a.m.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Mr. Wolf?

MR. WOLF: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay. Good. All
right. So our second Fact-Finding of this
morning is with respect to Mr. Wolf"s application
for a manager®s license.

Woulld you identify yourself for the
record?

MR. WOLF: Sean Wolf.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay. So
periodically we ask an applicant to come in when
we have reviewed the application and we have some
questions to help us decide --

MR. WOLF: Yes, ma®"am.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: -- you know, and
understand the applicant better.

MR. WOLF: Okay.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: AIll right. 1™m
not going to start off with the questioning

though. 1 think, Mr. Alberti, did you want to?
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MEMBER ALBERTI: Yes, 1 will.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Just bear with me
here. 1"m trying to go back and see. Okay. So
good morning, Mr. Wolf.

MR. WOLF: Good morning.

MEMBER ALBERTI: You know, we bring
everyone in who has had a record of offenses iIn
the recent past.

MR. WOLF: Understood.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Because i1t"s a major
responsibility managing the service of alcohol.

MR. WOLF: 1 understand.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Some people take it
lightly, but 1t"s very, very serious to us.

MR. WOLF: Yes, sir.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Okay. And so correct
me if I have this wrong, all right? But I'm
looking back at your record and in 2007 you were
arrested and convicted of public drunkenness. |Is
that correct?

MR. WOLF: 20077

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MEMBER ALBERTI: 2007.

MR. WOLF: I was. Yes, that is
correct. The -- I was under 21 at the time. |
was 18 years-old and I was at a party. | wasn"t
over the legal limit, but because I had consumed
alcohol, that®"s what they charged me with. 1 had
to go spend the night in jail from the party.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Yes.

MR. WOLF: And I just paid a fine. 1
never went back or had court or anything. It was
like a pre -- payable fine.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Okay. And you were
18, at that time?

MR. WOLF: I was 18, young and stupid.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Okay. Glad you
recognize that. And then In 2008, you were
probably 19, but you were driving on a suspended
license?

MR. WOLF: Yes, sir.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Why was your license
suspended?

MR. WOLF: It was -- 1 think 1t was a
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traffic ticket. This is me remembering back. My
license has been off and on suspended. | don*t
drive any more. 1 have given it up because it
has always caused me problems. Just basically,
it was a fine that I didn*"t have the money to
pay, so my license was suspended.

And 1 decided to drive anyways. OfF
course, | was pulled over and then after the
first one, they kept suspending it and It has
gone on and on. 1 have since sold my car and 1
take public transportation.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Because you continued
to drive without a license?

MR. WOLF: 1 just didn"t get it
through my head. And it took me too long to get
it. I mean, it is now, but 1 had that battle
back and forth with Fairfax County. |1 have never
actually been in trouble really except for my
driving. So I have given i1t up.

MEMBER ALBERTI: So how many years did
that continue?

MR. WOLF: Probably four years. |
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mean, not -- no, it"s not all time. You know, 1
woulld get it straightened out. | would have a
license. And then something would happen and 1
would lose i1t and I would continue to drive.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Well, what would
happen? | mean, suspending a license just
doesn"t -- you know, a traffic ticket just
doesn"t do i1t. What would happen?

MR. WOLF: No, i1t"s i1f you don"t pay
the traffic tickets on time, they suspend your
license. And i1t"s just --

MEMBER ALBERTI: Okay.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Exactly, right.

MEMBER ALBERTI: So were you employed
during those years?

MR. WOLF: Yes. Most -- off and on,
yes. | was also going to school.

MEMBER ALBERTI: All right. You were
going to school?

MR. WOLF: Well, I was going to --
yes, | was going to school. And I was -- but 1

was employed as well. Mostly just waiting tables
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part-time, just trying to keep a little cash
through my --

MEMBER ALBERTI: So what®"s the state
of your education?

MR. WOLF: Continual.

MEMBER ALBERTI: What school?
Continual?

MR. WOLF: Continuous. [I"m in the
process of getting my MBA from Westwood College
in Alexandria.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Yes.

MR. WOLF: I am not right now
enrolled. I have about 15, 20 credits to finish
up. 1L will. I will finish i1t up, but 1"ve been
working as a manager for the past -- since August
1, 2014 and, you know, 60 hour work weeks. And
It"s not much time for anything else.

MEMBER ALBERTI: And where do you
work?

MR. WOLF: 1I"m a manager at Passion.
District Commons Restaurant in GW. 1t"s a member

of Passion Food Hospitality.
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MEMBER ALBERTI: Okay.

MR. WOLF: They have seven properties
Iin Washington.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Okay. Well, that
brings me now to 2012. You had a license, |
guess, when you were arrested for DWI?

MR. WOLF: That"s when 1 lost i1t, yes.
And that was -- that is kind of when I realized
the severity.

MEMBER ALBERTI: How did that come
about? How did that come about?

MR. WOLF: It was actually I was
bartending, at the time. 1 was | guess hired to
-— a friend of mine was having a Christmas party,
a pretty lavish party and -- at Crosspointe,
which 1s 1In Fairfax County, a really nice area.
And he turned his basement, basically, into a
little party room. He had a bar and he paid me a
little bit of money to bartend there.

After the party was over, we stuck
around and 1 wasn®t planning on drinking at all

that night. 1 thought I was working. | didn"t
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realize that I was part of the party. And then
at the end, he just -- you know, we started
drinking some champagne and I didn"t realize that
I was as intoxicated as 1 was when I drove home.

I paid the price for i1t pretty
heavily. 1 have completed everything that
Fairfax has asked me to do, which was a little
community service. | had to do alcohol safety
action program, which was 10 weeks, one hour a
week .

MEMBER ALBERTI: Okay.

MR. WOLF: And 1 learned my lesson.

MEMBER ALBERTI: So did they give you
a breathalyzer or blood test? How did they
determine the level?

MR. WOLF: They -- well, they gave me
a breathalyzer test there and then they actually
took me to do another one at the station.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Do you remember what
the level was?

MR. WOLF: It was almost 2 percent,

1.8, 1 think.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

10

MEMBER ALBERTI: Okay. .187

MR. WOLF: Yes. Point -- yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Yes, let"s hope it"s
.18, because otherwise you would be dead.

MR. WOLF: Yes, right, right.

MEMBER ALBERTI: No, 1 understand what
you are saying. But I shouldn®t make light of
that, because that"s more than just a couple of
glasses of champagne. That"s pretty --

MR. WOLF: That was some shots.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Pardon?

MR. WOLF: That was taking shots.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Yes, okay, yes,
that"s substantial.

MR. WOLF: 1 understand.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Okay.

MR. WOLF: And I"m sorry, | don"t take
light of that situation.

MEMBER ALBERTI: No, I mean, you -- |
didn®t say you were. 1 was making light of it.

MR. WOLF: Okay. 1 would never put

myself In that situation again.
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MEMBER ALBERTI: I understand. Okay.
What have you learned?

MR. WOLF: Well, you know, part of the
Alcohol Safety Action Program is they show you a
lot of videos. Mostly they are -- what | saw was
commercials from other countries. 1 guess their
TV Laws are different and they can be a little
bit more graphic. And they show, you know, the
true cause of, you know, when you think you are
having a good time, but if you get behind the
wheel, 1t -- the potential that could happen i1t"s
tremendous.

And the one that really got me because
I have a daughter and she i1s 8 years-old. She
actually was just accepted into an advanced
academic program in Fairfax County. She i1s doing
-— for third grade is when i1t starts. But one of
the commercials that really hit me was there was
a family playing in their backyard and they had
really high bushes for a gate. And all of a
sudden a car came crashing through the gate and

killed the little girl.
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And that kind of hit home for me. And
it really sunk in there.

MEMBER ALBERTI: So your daughter was
born when you --

MR. WOLF: When I was -- | had just
turned 18.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Okay.

MR. WOLF: 1 turned 18. A week later
the Steelers won the Superbowl and a week later
my daughter was born. It was the best --

MEMBER ALBERTI: Are you married?

MR. WOLF: No. She was my high school
sweetheart and we really tried. We were just too
young -

MEMBER ALBERTI: That"s fine. 1 don"t
need that history.

MR. WOLF: Yes, sir.

MEMBER ALBERTI: I just want to know
what your marital status is.

MR. WOLF: Single.

MEMBER ALBERTI: All right. And do

you have custody or visitation with your

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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daughter?

MR. WOLF: We have never gone to have
it legally worked out. We just work it out
ourselves. We are on really good terms. She is
with me two days a week when I am not working.
And because my schedule is flexible, I can -- her
mom #s okay with me picking her up whichever two
days I have, so i1t works out better for
everybody.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Okay. Whereabouts do
you live? | think your address i1s here.

MR. WOLF: 7433 Beulah Street,
Alexandria.

MEMBER ALBERTI: What street?

MR. WOLF: Beulah.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Beulah Street?

MR. WOLF: Yes, sir.

MEMBER ALBERTI: So that"s pretty far
south then down by Landmark?

MR. WOLF: 1It"s -- oh, 1t"s actually
past that. Franconia Springfield is the Metro 1

use.
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MEMBER ALBERTI: Okay. So you have
access to the Metro?

MR. WOLF: 1 have to, yes, sir.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Okay.

MR. WOLF: 1 actually walk. 1It"s --
my house i1s about 10 minutes from the Metro

walking, so i1t"s easy for me to commute without a

vehicle.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Okay. Thank you very
much .

MR. WOLF: You"re welcome.

MEMBER ALBERTI: 1 have no further
questions.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Other questions?
I jJust want to confirm with you that you haven®t
had any other incidents with alcohol since 2012,
have you?

MR. WOLF: No. 1 haven®"t been in any
trouble.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay. Anything
else you want to say to us?

MR. WOLF: 1 just really hope that you

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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rule 1n favor, because I"m working now. 1 mean,
I am a manager, but because 1 don®"t have my ABC
License, I*m not allowed to open or close the
restaurant. | can"t be the only manager there
and it has just put a real strain on everybody

else. | just kind of want to pull my weight.

That"s all.
MEMBER SHORT: Madam Chair?
CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Yes, Mr. Short?
MEMBER SHORT: Good morning, sir. How
are you?

MR. WOLF: Good morning.

MEMBER SHORT: [I1"m glad you took those
classes and you saw what a drunk driver can do,
how devastating it is.

MR. WOLF: It is.

MEMBER SHORT: And you saw somebody
else"s kid get killed.

MR. WOLF: Yes.

MEMBER SHORT: And you said that the
night that you were working for a friend in his

basement, you were working as a bartender.
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MR. WOLF: Yes, sir.

MEMBER SHORT: And now you want a
permit to bartend here in Washington, D.C. Is
that correct?

MR. WOLF: To manage a restaurant for
-— I"m not going to be behind the bar. 1
wouldn®"t be applying -- I am not a bar manager.
I*m going to be managing the dining room service,
but 1t 1s a lot of alcohol iIn the building. 1
don*t have a problem with alcohol, if that"s
where you are going with this. | mean, | really
-— I very rarely drink. | just --

MEMBER SHORT: It just so happened
that night that you got arrested that you did
have a drink that night?

MR. WOLF: Yes.

MEMBER SHORT: Have you had a drink
since that time?

MR. WOLF: 1 have.

MEMBER SHORT: You have?

MR. WOLF: Yes, sir. But I have never

gotten behind the wheel of a car and 1 haven"t
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been excessively drinking. But you know, for
Thanksgiving | had wine with my family.

MEMBER SHORT: And also your permit to
drive was taken away from you?

MR. WOLF: It was for a period --

MEMBER SHORT: And yet you still
drove?

MR. WOLF: That"s correct.

MEMBER SHORT: No further questions,
Madam Chair. Thank you very much, sir.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Oh, okay, 1 think
we are almost finished, but could you remind me
why you drove on your suspended license?

MR. WOLF: It was a mistake that 1
realize now. But to be honest, at the time, I
was going through a breakup. 1 was going to pick
up my paycheck from -- at the time I was working
at Le Diplomate. And 1 was going to get my
paycheck and 1 couldn®t wait. Well, 1 could
have, 1 should have waited, but I decided not to
do i1t, because | wanted to get a U-Haul truck and

move out of the house that 1 was living at.
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CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Oh, okay.

MR. WOLF: 1t was a bad mistake.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: And this
suspension was not related to drinking. It was
related to non-payment?

MR. WOLF: Non-payment of the fines.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Fines. Okay.
All right.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Can I just --

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Yes?

MEMBER ALBERTI: I*m sorry, Mr. Wolf,
but I just got a comment. So you were going to
pick up a U-Haul truck, but you had a suspended
license.

MR. WOLF: Well, I was going to get
the money for the U-Haul truck. My aunt was
going to help me.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Okay.

MR. WOLF: She was going to drive the
truck.

MEMBER ALBERTI: AIll right. All

right. | just hope that you have -- I"m going to
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vote in favor of -- 1 would approve your license.
All right. That"s my opinion. All right.
However, | just hope that you have matured since
then. AIll right. 1 think there are signs that
I*m getting that you have matured since you were
18 years-old.

MR. WOLF: Right.

MEMBER ALBERTI: But 1"m going to keep
my fingers crossed, because | think that that"s
what the issue is here. You just need to be more
cognizant of what your actions are and the
repercussions of your actions.

MR. WOLF: Thank you. And 1 just
wanted to say also since | started working as a
floor manager, it was August 1, 2001, 1°ve done a
lot of other things. Not necessarily -- 1
haven®t completely quit drinking, because 1
haven®t seen that | had a problem with it. Like
I would be able to have a beer after work with a
friend or something like that and then go home.

But you know, aside from that, 1 have

been exercising a lot more. 1 jog before I go to

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

20

work and a couple of times a week, two or three
times a week, 1 go to the gym and actually work
out. 1 feel great.

MEMBER ALBERTI: AIll right. Thank you
for that.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay. Any other
questions? Okay.

MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Oh, Madam Chair?

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Yes, Mr.
Rodriguez?

MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Yes. Mr. Wolf,
yes, | think that this should make you more aware
of your customers and that®"s the key here. IT
you are a manager of the liquor that is being
served, then the key is your awareness of your
customers. And are they able to drive safely and
the kids out there, right?

MR. WOLF: Absolutely.

MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Right. Right?

MR. WOLF: Yes, sir.

MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: And obviously,

keeping the job is very important if you are
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raising a family.

MR. WOLF: Very. Yes, sir.

MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Right?

MR. WOLF: Yes, sir.

MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Okay. That"s all
I want to say on that.

MR. WOLF: Okay. My restaurant is iIn
GW, basically, on campus almost, so we get a lot
of people that are trying to drink on a fake ID.
So we are very vigilant and maybe the fact that 1
have gone through this on the short end of the
stick helps me realize how serious It is.

MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: We"re very
concerned about that, that®"s why you are here.

MR. WOLF: Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay. Anything
else? Okay. Then 1"m going to make a motion
that we approve Mr. Wolf®s Manager®s License
based on the responses that we have gotten today,
that I think are very enlightening with respect
to the different offenses and where he i1s today.

I am convinced, at this point, you
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haven®t had any incident within three years and
you have at least the fTirst couple were when you
were very young, and I"m also convinced that you
have learned a lot and can use this experience to
help you with respect to dealing with others who
are drinking.

MR. WOLF: Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: So I hope 1"m not
disappointed, but I don"t think 1 will be.

MR. WOLF: You won"t be.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: All right. Then
there i1s a motion to approve. |Is there a second?

MEMBER BROOKS: Second.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Mr. Brooks has
seconded the motion.

All those in favor say aye.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Aye.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Aye.

MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Aye.

MEMBER BROOKS: Aye.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: All those

opposed? All those abstaining?

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

22

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

MEMBER SHORT: Opposed.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Then the motion
passes 4-1-0. Okay.

MR. WOLF: Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay. So one
minute.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Yes, you can actually
go to the front desk and get your license.

MR. WOLF: Thank you.

MEMBER ALBERTI: I mean the paperwork
will take a moment to get there, but you can do
that today.

MR. WOLF: Okay. 1 appreciate it.
Thank you.

MEMBER ALBERTI: You"re welcome. Good
luck. Don®"t disappoint us.

MR. WOLF: You won"t be disappointed,

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay. Sir? Oh,
you told him?
MEMBER ALBERTI: 1 told him. He is

going to the front office and we"ll just sign it.
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CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay.

MEMBER ALBERTI: I sent him on his
way -

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay. Okay.

(Whereupon, the Fact-Finding Hearing
In the above-entitled matter was concluded at

10:38 a.m.)
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