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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
+ + + + +
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL BOARD
+ + + + +
MEETING

þ-----------------------------»
IN THE MATTER OF:             :
                              :
1215 CT, LLC                  :
t/a Current                   :Fact-Finding

1215 Connecticut Ave., NW     :Hearing
Retailer Class CT             :
License No. 77883             :
Case No. 09-CMP-00795 &       :
Case No. 09-251-00297         :
                              :
(Issue: Charging a Cover      :

Charge Without Board          :
Approval; Unapproved Trade    :
Name; Altercation on 11/22/09 :
þ-----------------------------¼

                JANUARY 20, 2010

            The Alcoholic Beverage Control

Board met in the Alcoholic Beverage Control
Hearing Room, 1250 U Street, N.W.,
Washington, D.C. Acting Chair Brodsky,
presiding.

PRESENT

CHARLES BRODSKY, Acting Chair
NICK ALBERTI, Member
DONALD BROOKS, Member 
HERMAN JONES, Member

ALSO PRESENT

JABRIEL SHAKOOR, Investigator
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1               P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

2                                     (11:32 a.m.)

3             ACTING CHAIR BRODSKY:  Next case,

4 please, 09-CMP-00795 and 09-251-00297, 1215

5 CT, LLC t/a Current.  Parties forward and

6 introductions, please.

7             MR. SHIRAFKAN:  Good morning, Mr.

8 Chairman.  Good morning, Members of the Board. 

9 Makan Shirafkan with the Law Office of

10 Shirafkan and Associates representing the

11 licensee.

12             MR. JEWAYNI:  Yama Jewayni,

13 managing member.

14             MR. ALANIS:  Rob Alanis, general

15 manager.

16             ACTING CHAIR BRODSKY:  So you are

17 the managing member of -- and your name again,

18 sir?

19             MR. JEWAYNI:  Yama Jewayni.

20             ACTING CHAIR BRODSKY:  Spell your

21 last name.

22             MR. JEWAYNI:  J-E-W-A-Y-N-I.
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1             ACTING CHAIR BRODSKY:  Thank you,

2 sir.  One moment, please.  Sorry for the

3 delay.  My apologies. I just wanted to make

4 sure I was talking about the right things at

5 the right time.

6             Okay.  Introductions, please?

7             INVESTIGATOR SHAKOOR:  Hi,

8 Investigator Jabriel Shakoor, ABRA.

9             ACTING CHAIR BRODSKY:  Hello, Mr.

10 Investigator.

11             MR. SHIRAFKAN:  Makan Shirafkan,

12 Law Offices of Shirafkan and Associates.

13             ACTING CHAIR BRODSKY:  Yes, we got

14 you guys.  I'm good with you guys.  I just

15 needed to make sure I introduced him real

16 quick.  Thank you very much, Mr. Shirafkan.

17             This is a Fact-Finding Hearing. 

18 As such, it is a non-adversarial process.  Our

19 goal is to try to gain information as to what

20 happened with Investigative Reports No. 09-

21 CMP-000795 and 90-251-00297 and then decide

22 whether or not there is enough information
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1 here to move forward with some other action or

2 as happened in the case before you, no further

3 action.

4             So as is our custom, we normally

5 start with our Investigator, Mr. Shakoor.

6             INVESTIGATOR SHAKOOR:  Thank you,

7 Mr. Chairman.  My summary will cover three

8 separate dates on which I visited Current.

9             First, on Sunday, October 25,

10 2009, at approximately 11:35 p.m., I visited

11 Current to monitor for ABRA violations.  I

12 observed a large crowd outside the entrance

13 and a female door person collecting money from

14 patrons.

15             The female door person informed me

16 that there was a $10 cover charge.  I later

17 identified myself and spoke with ABC Manager

18 Rob Alanis.  Mr. Alanis stated that Current

19 was hosting an event for D.C. Hair Salons that

20 night.

21             Mr. Alanis stated that the cover

22 charge had reduced from $20 to $10.  I advised
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1 Mr. Alanis to apply for the cover charge

2 endorsement.

3             On Thursday, October 29, 2009, I

4 visited Current to monitor for ABRA

5 violations.

6             ACTING CHAIR BRODSKY:  What date

7 was that, sir?

8             INVESTIGATOR SHAKOOR:  Thursday,

9 October 29, 2009.

10             ACTING CHAIR BRODSKY:  Yes.

11             INVESTIGATOR SHAKOOR:  I visited

12 Current to monitor for ABRA violations.  Upon

13 arrival, I observed new signage reading

14 Current Sushi.  I later spoke to Mr. Alanis

15 who stated that the new signage was installed

16 earlier during the day.  I advised Mr. Alanis

17 to apply for new trade name change.

18             On Tuesday, January 19th, I

19 reviewed ABRA records and spoke to program

20 manager of licensing, Mrs. Balmelle. She

21 informed me that on January 13th Current

22 applied and was approved for the new trade
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1 name and cover charge endorsement.

2             In addition, there was an assault,

3 which I received a police report that is dated

4 on Sunday, November 22, 2009.  A large

5 altercation took place between the security

6 members of Current Sushi and a group of males.

7             From my investigation, I

8 interviewed a witness who observed the

9 incident.  And I spoke with Current Sushi

10 staff members who were present.

11             I was unable to review the

12 security footage as the incident occurred just

13 outside the front doors.

14             From my investigation, I was able

15 to determine that a group of males arrived to

16 join a patron who was already inside.  They

17 were asked to wait at the door because the

18 establishment was at capacity.  The group

19 became upset and tried to force their way in

20 against the security.

21             One of the males threw a line post

22 at the front glass.  MPD who was in the area
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1 responded and the group fled.  No arrests were

2 made.

3             ACTING CHAIR BRODSKY:  Any

4 questions, Board Members?

5             MEMBER ALBERTI:  No.

6             ACTING CHAIR BRODSKY:  I do.

7             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Well, actually, I

8 do, too.

9             ACTING CHAIR BRODSKY:  Yes.

10             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Go ahead, go

11 ahead.

12             ACTING CHAIR BRODSKY:  Thank you

13 so much.

14             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Sure.

15             ACTING CHAIR BRODSKY:  Since the

16 October 25th and the October 29th interaction

17 with the investigators, has Current or has

18 1215 CT, LLC applied for a cover charge

19 endorsement?

20             MR. SHIRAFKAN:  Yes, Mr. Chairman. 

21 We have.

22             ACTING CHAIR BRODSKY:  And did you
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1 apply --

2             MEMBER ALBERTI:  And have you 

3 applied for a trade name change?

4             MR. SHIRAFKAN:  Yes, we have.

5             ACTING CHAIR BRODSKY:  Okay.  Both

6 have been granted to you?

7             MR. SHIRAFKAN:  Yes, Mr. Chairman.

8             ACTING CHAIR BRODSKY:  Fantastic. 

9 And when were those approved by ABRA?

10             MR. SHIRAFKAN:  Let me pull the

11 letter in a second.

12             INVESTIGATOR SHAKOOR:  I believe

13 it was the 15 of January.

14             MR. SHIRAFKAN:  Yes.

15             INVESTIGATOR SHAKOOR:  14.

16             ACTING CHAIR BRODSKY:  Of

17 November?

18             INVESTIGATOR SHAKOOR:  Of January,

19 this month.

20             ACTING CHAIR BRODSKY:  Of January

21 13.  January 13 or 14.  

22             MR. SHIRAFKAN:  Mr. Chairman, if I
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1 may?  The entertainment endorsement was a few

2 weeks prior to that.  We are just waiting for

3 DCRA to give us the okay to do the trade name

4 change.  Just for clarification.

5             ACTING CHAIR BRODSKY:  Okay.  So

6 you currently are in possession of an

7 endorsement that allows you to charge a cover?

8             MR. SHIRAFKAN:  Yes.

9             ACTING CHAIR BRODSKY:  Okay. 

10 Good.  Any other questions?

11             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Yes, I do.  

12             ACTING CHAIR BRODSKY:  Sure, go

13 ahead, Mr. Alberti.  Yes.

14             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Are we asking

15 questions of the investigator or the parties?

16             ACTING CHAIR BRODSKY:  Yes.  Well,

17 based on what the investigator has stated, you

18 can ask any questions, at this time.

19             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay.  Mr.

20 Shakoor, can you tell me, I'll ask you and

21 I'll probably go to the owners also, just how

22 large this pub is?
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1             INVESTIGATOR SHAKOOR:  Two floors,

2 mid-size.

3             MEMBER ALBERTI:  How big are the

4 floors?  How many patrons per floor, typically

5 or approximately?

6             INVESTIGATOR SHAKOOR:  From my

7 monitoring, most of the patrons are normally

8 upstairs --

9             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay.  

10             INVESTIGATOR SHAKOOR:  -- during

11 event times, so I would say 100 to 150

12 patrons.

13             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay.  And then

14 there is some capacity downstairs?

15             INVESTIGATOR SHAKOOR:  Correct. 

16 Usually during events, a few patrons go

17 downstairs, maybe a few by the bar, but it's

18 not really a main event at all.

19             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Do they have a 

20 security plan?

21             INVESTIGATOR SHAKOOR:  Yes, they

22 do.
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1             MEMBER ALBERTI:  So they have a

2 security plan.

3             INVESTIGATOR SHAKOOR:  A very

4 large manual actually.

5             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay.  Does the

6 security plan address the location of cameras?

7             INVESTIGATOR SHAKOOR:  No, it does

8 not.

9             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay.  I'm just

10 going to be a little informal.  I'll go to the

11 owner, Mr. Jewayni.

12             My concern is that you have an

13 incident outside.  Obviously, this was right

14 at the door.  If you're attracting a crowd

15 that is going to be that large and that

16 boisterous, I'm a little concerned that maybe

17 we need a security camera focused on the door,

18 if that's possible.

19             It's for your benefit and for the

20 Boards.  If you can come in, you know in this

21 case, showing a video these guys throwing a

22 pole through the window, we would be going oh,
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1 that answers that.

2             So you know, it's to everybody's

3 benefit.  And I know it's an extra expense,

4 but, you know, as the Chair said things happen

5 and you need to protect yourself and protect

6 the citizens and that's where we're coming

7 from.

8             So that's my concern.  And maybe

9 you might want to consider that.

10             MR. SHIRAFKAN:  Absolutely.  If I

11 may, we actually had this discussion earlier

12 today, too, and we will be adding cameras.

13             MR. JEWAYNI:  Actually, we have a

14 quote on this.

15             MR. SHIRAFKAN:  We've already

16 received a quote on pricing, so we are already

17 in the process of actually adding that camera.

18             MR. JEWAYNI:  Not only that

19 location, but at a couple other locations

20 also.

21             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Great.  What

22 other locations do you have?
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1             MR. JEWAYNI:  It's a hallway going

2 to the deck, because of a blind spot.

3             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Oh, yes.  I would

4 really, really recommend that.

5             MR. JEWAYNI:  We just did a review

6 of all the angles that we're adding on.

7             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Right.  Thank

8 you.  Thank you very much.

9             ACTING CHAIR BRODSKY:  Mr. Brooks?

10             MEMBER BROOKS:  Yes, thank you,

11 Mr. Chairman.

12             Investigator Shakoor, now, I just

13 want clarification.  Has the name change been

14 granted?

15             INVESTIGATOR SHAKOOR:  As I was

16 told by the program manager, yes, it has.

17             MEMBER BROOKS:  It has been

18 granted.

19             INVESTIGATOR SHAKOOR:  Yes.

20             MEMBER BROOKS:  Okay.  Thank you.

21             MR. SHIRAFKAN:  Mr. Chairman?  If

22 the Board would like, I have a copy of the new
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1 license with the trade name change and the

2 entertainment endorsement.

3             ACTING CHAIR BRODSKY:  Sure.  You

4 can bring that forward if you would like.

5             MR. SHIRAFKAN:  If I may?

6             ACTING CHAIR BRODSKY:  Yes.  Thank

7 you very much, sir.

8             MR. SHIRAFKAN:  Thank you.

9             ACTING CHAIR BRODSKY:  We are not

10 going to take any further action on this.  But

11 I will say a couple of things.

12             No. 1, when I went to go to

13 Current seven months ago, six months ago, they

14 tried to charge me a cover charge and then

15 they tried to charge the girl behind me a

16 different amount.  So it has been going on a

17 long time.

18             For better or for worse, you have

19 a Chairman that actually goes out.  I mean,

20 you don't really ever see me in the club,

21 because I'm not really a club guy, but I go

22 out and I have friends that go out.
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1             You know, I worked at Roxanne's

2 before it was T.G.I. Friday's.  I worked at

3 Annie's before it was the clothing store up on

4 Wisconsin now whatever it is.  I worked at,

5 you know, Omar's in Chicagos before it was

6 Buffalo Billiards.  I mean I lived here 17

7 years, right?

8             I will tell you what concerns me. 

9 Again, we are not taking any further action. 

10 You guys are going to be totally fine.  It is

11 trend and volume, right?

12             I mean, there is just a lot of

13 stuff happening around the club.  So we've got

14 to try to figure out a way to kind of like

15 stop the low level noise from happening,

16 right?  Like look if you guys want to open up

17 three places, I'll be the first one to support

18 you.  I love businesses in the District of

19 Columbia.  I love our social economy.  I love

20 our nightlife.

21             We are getting hip.  The city is,

22 you know, growing, the population is growing,
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1 it's all good and it's a good time to be a

2 club owner if you want to be.  If you're a

3 good operator, just be careful, right?

4             We have the best investigative

5 staff, I think, of any alcohol licensing

6 agency probably in the country, maybe next to

7 Las Vegas.  So we are out all the time.  I

8 mean, we are going to find things.  It's

9 inevitable that we don't, there's just so many

10 of us.

11             So if you could do a better job of

12 trying to keep this low level noise from

13 happening, then the big thing will never

14 happen and then you will never be here and we

15 wouldn't have to talk to you guys, even though

16 I like your new counsel.

17             But go have a great day.  All

18 right.  Thanks.

19             MR. SHIRAFKAN:  Thank you, Mr.

20 Chairman.

21             MR. JEWAYNI:  Thanks.

22             ACTING CHAIR BRODSKY:  Thanks,
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1 guys.  You're welcome.

2             (Whereupon, the Fact-Finding

3 Hearing in the above entitled matter was

4 concluded at 11:44 a.m.)
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