HEARING 07/27/2016
MOHAMMAD J. HOSSEINI

1 GOVERNMENT OF THE DI STRI CT OF COLUMBI A
2 ALCOHCOLI C BEVERAGE REGULATI ON ADM NI STRATI ON
3 ALCOHOLI C BEVERAGE CONTROL BOARD
4
6 |N THE MATTER OF:
7  Mhammad J. Hossei ni
8 Manager's Application
9 FACT FI NDI NG HEARI NG
10 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -X
11 Wednesday July 27, 2016
12 Wher eupon, the above referenced matter cane on for
13 hearing at the Al coholic Beverage Control Board, Reeves
14  Center, 2000 14th Street, N.W, Suite 400S, WAshi ngton,
15 D.C. 20009.
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2 CHAI RPERSON:
3 DONOVAN W  ANDERSQN, Presi ding
4
5 OTHER PERSONS PRESENT:
6
7 RUTHANNE M LLER, BOARD MEMBER
8 JAMES SHORT, BOARD MEMBER
9 M KE SI LVERSTEI N, BOARD MEMBER
10 NI CK ALBERTI, BQARD NMEMBER
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1 PROCEEDI NGS
2 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Al right. W're
3 Dback on the record, and we have a -- a fact finding
4  hearing for M. Mhamad J. Hosseini. And again, he has
5 applied for a -- a nanager's license. And in review ng
6 your -- your background The Board is concerned regarding
7 what -- what's on the -- what's on your -- your crimnal

8 history. And so one of the reasons why we -- we
9 contacted you today is for you to explain what was goi ng
10 on. Although | think -- I'mnot sure what was the

11  charge and maybe it was ten years ago.

12 MR- HOSSEINI: Yeah. |t was nine years ago.
13 CHAl RPERSON ANDERSON: N ne years ago.

14 MR, HOSSEINI: Right.

15 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  And to just provide

16  The Board some further information.

17 MR HOSSEINI: | plead guilty to one count
18 of grand larceny. | nmean | was charged w th other

19 counts, but | pleaded guilty to one count. And | had --
20 | was on probation for three. | didn't do any tine.

21  They just put ne on probation for three years. And |

22 haven't been convicted or arrested for anything since
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1 then. So ny probation, I finished after three years.
2 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  So how ol d were you,
3 sir, when it occurred?
4 MR, HOSSEINI: | was 21.
5 CHAl RPERSON ANDERSON:  Ckay.
6 MR HOSSEINI: 1'"m30 now. | nmean | was
7 involved with a female, and | nade some terrible
8 decisions. And | nean |'ve gone past it inny life.
9 I've been narried since. It's just a part of the ny
10 life that | wsh had never happened. And -- but | nean
11 I'mjust -- | nean | don't know if there's any
12 questions. That was what happened at that tine in ny
13 life. And | think |'ve gone past it at this point.
14 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  We're going to -- the
15  board nenbers m ght ask you sone questions. So | was
16 just giving you to -- the opportunity to tell us prior
17 to the board nmenbers asking questions. So | don't know
18 what they're going to ask. So --
19 MR HOSSEINI: Ch, okay.
20 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: | mean | was |ike
21 telling you what it is --
22 MR, HOSSEINI: Ckay.
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1 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  -- why it was that we
2  brought you in.

3 MR. HOSSEINI: Yeah. Absolutely.
4 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  So j ust because that.
5 MR. HOSSEINI: Right.
6 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Al right.
7 MR. HOSSEINI: Wuld you Iike nme to speak
8 wth you after that or --
9 CHAl RPERSON ANDERSON:  Tel | us what ever you
10 want to tell us. You're -- all right.
11 MR. HOSSEINI: Al right.
12 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  This is -- this is
13  your opportunity to tell The Board.
14 MR, HOSSEINI: Correct. So it was a point
15 inny life, I was 21. | -- what happened was that
16  soneone that | knew |l earned how to print sone Change
17 Express -- it was sonething that would -- you would take
18 into a bank, and then it was your coins. It would print
19 out -- you would put your coins into the machine, and it
20 would print out a receipt. So the person that | was
21 involved with gave nme sone receipts, and | took it to
22 the bank and got sone noney. And basically | was -- and
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1 they -- for several accounts, several occasions. The
2 Dbank found out, they arrested me. And | ended up -- |
3 plead guilty to one count like | said, a felony. And I
4 was on probation for three years. And | nmean ever since
5 then | think I've changed ny Iife around and has deci ded
6 to-- | haven't had any interactions with the | aw at
7 all. M probation is over and since then |I've been
8 married. 1've decided to go a different direction in ny
9 life.

10 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Do we have any

11  questions by any board nenbers? Go ahead, M. Short.

12 MR SHORT: Good norning, M. --

13 MR HOSSEINI:  Hosseini .

14 MR SHORT: -- Hosseini.

15 MR. HOSSEI NI : Good norning.

16 MR, SHORT: M. Hosseini, you -- you know --

17 are you in the industry now? Are you in the --

18 MR HOSSEIN: Yes, | amin the --

19 MR, SHORT: -- hospitality community?

20 MR HOSSEINI: Yes.

21 MR, SHORT: \Were do you work?

22 MR HOSSEINI: | work at the Graham Hotel in
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1  Georgetown.
MR. SHORT: How | ong have you been with
t henf?

MR HOSSEINI: It's about three nonths now.

o A w N

MR SHORT: Three nonths. So a |ot of

6 well-to-do people comng through there | would i magi ne.
7 MR. HOSSEINI: They do. A lot of -- we get
8 alot of celebrities, see a lot of inportant people that
9 cone into the hotel

10 MR. SHORT: | do know you -- you're probably
11 then famliar that sone of the establishments nationw de
12  have had a problemwth people giving their credit

13 information to soneone behind the bar or in a

14  restaurant.

15 MR HOSSEINI: Right.

16 MR. SHORT: And the next thing you know

17 their credit is ruined.

18 MR. HOSSEINI: Right.
19 MR. SHORT: And that's because of what?
20 MR. HOSSEINI: It could -- | nean a variety

21 of different reasons. But | don't think that woul d

22 really affect -- | nmean |'mvery grateful for the job
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1 that | have. 1've been blessed to -- to be working at
2 this establishment, and the last thing that I would --
3 ever would want to do is to harmany of the guests that
4 we have that cone through the hotel. | nean we're a
5 very high-end hotel. It's a boutique hotel. It's a --
6 the last thing that I would want to do is put this
7 opportunity that | have right nowinto -- in jeopardy
8 and to harmanyone or nyself at the end of the day.

9 MR, SHORT: Sone of the richest people in
10 the world pass through that -- that facility. And so
11 | -- | ask that question of you just to -- to get an
12 answer, and you gave nme the right answer. | don't know
13 about the rest of the board nmenbers.

14 MR HOSSEIN : Well, thank you.

15 MR, SHORT: But you having a nmanager's

16 license at that establishment which I don't think has

17 ever been before this board since |'ve been a part of

18 The Board, and I -- | don't think it has any history

19 of -- of problens.

20 MR, HOSSEIN: No.

21 MR SHORT: So if they hired, you they nust
22 have done a pretty -- pretty good background check on
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1 you too.
2 MR HOSSEINI: Yeah. | nean |I've worked at
3 alot of other restaurants, bars.
4 MR. SHORT: Such as?
5 MR HOSSEINI: So |'ve worked in L2 Lounge,
6 which is a nenbers only place. 1It's in Georgetown as
7 well. So everyone that cones in -- it's also a very
8 high-end place. It's alot of the -- people pay a
9 nmenbership fee, and they also do a |ot of private events
10 for different conpanies. And celebrities also cone in
11 there as well. 1've worked in -- | managed a nightclub
12 in College Park, Maryland for about three years. |[|'ve
13 worked in -- as a bartender in many restaurants in D. C,
14 a club in [inaudible 55:04. 1've worked in --
15 MR. SHORT: M |ast question, when did you
16  finish your probation?
17 MR, HOSSEINI: Three years after. So this
18 was 2008. | would say 2011. That's when -- | mean |
19 haven't been convicted or even arrested for anything
20 else since then. So after three years the deal was that
21 if | don't get arrested for anything, | would -- that
22 automatically probation would be over. |If | did, then
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1 woul d have to do sone tine.

2 MR, SHORT: Any children?

3 MR. HOSSEINI: Not yet. I'mmarried, but

4 not yet.

5 MR. SHORT: Al right. GCkay.

6 MR. HOSSEINI: Hopefully in the near future.
7 MR. SHORT: Good luck to you.

8 MR, HOSSEINI: Thank you.

9 MR SHORT: That's all | have, M. Chair.

10  Thank you.
11 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Al'l right. Any other

12 questions by any of the board nenbers? Yes, Ms. Mller

13 M5. MLLER  Good norning.
14 MR. HOSSEI NI :  Good norni ng.
15 MS. MLLER |'mjust curious how long did

16 you participate in that schene or whatever you call it?
17 MR HOSSEINI: Right. So it was about a

18 nonth | guess.

19 M5. MLLER Just a nonth?

20 MR. HOSSEINI: Yeah. It -- it lasted just

21 about a nmonth. And then after -- and | nean after that

22 | guess they started investigating, and | was caught.
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1 And it -- it was brief, it didn't take a very long tine.
2 Honestly |I don't even renenber the exact dates because
3 it was such along time ago. But if | had to guess, it
4  would be about a nonth.

5 M5. MLLER And did you profit fromit

6 nonetarily?

7 MR. HOSSEINI: So, yes, | did. But however,
8 | had to pay the noney back.

9 M5. M LLER  Uh-huh.

10 MR. HOSSEINI: Yes. So once | was arrested
11 they asked ne to return all the nmoney, and | did. So --
12 M5. MLLER Can you say what -- what |ed
13 you to get involved with that? Was it the -- your

14 relationship, was that what it was?

15 MR, HOSSEINI: It -- part of it I think

16 was just being young and stupid and wanting to

17  experience or live on the edge of -- | don't -- | don't
18 know. It's -- and it didn't really help that | was

19 involved with another person as well. They were just a
20 really bad influence on ne, and | was young. And I

21 guess for -- it wasn't necessarily for personal gain.

22 think | was just young and trying experinent and |live on
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1 the edge. And | nean | -- it happened so quickly, and
2 imrediately I was arrested. And nowit's in the past
3 for me. | neanit's part of ne, but I -- I've |earned
4 howto live wwth it for this -- so far.
5 M5. MLLER (kay. Yeah. That's a long
6 time ago. But these -- these records follow you, and we
7 look back at |east ten years.
8 MR. HOSSEINI: Well, that's the story of ny
9 life.
10 M5. MLLER Yeah. M last question is just
11  a basic, you know, any |lessons |earned from-- from
12 that?
13 MR, HOSSEINI: |'ve learned a lot fromit.
14 | don't think I would ever do anything like that in ny
15 life. | would think twce before | do anything. | nean
16 | think | have -- it's a horrible thing that happened in
17 ny life, but | think | learned a lot fromit and it nade
18 nme a conplete different person. | second guess
19 everything | do now. | try to nake sure | stay away
20 fromthings that are even gray. Not -- things that are
21 not black and white, but even if they're gray, | try to
22 stay away fromthem and just experience that |'ve gai ned
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1 Dbecause of this. | don't want to say that it's good,
2 but its changed ny life. So --
3 MS. MLLER So ny |ast question | guess is
4  when -- when you apply for -- for jobs in the
5 hospitality industry |like you have now do -- have they
6 | ooked at your background?
7 MR HOSSEINI:  Yes.
8 MS. MLLER Yeah.
9 MR. HOSSEINI: It's a hotel. So of course
10 they do.
11 MS. MLLER Right. Okay.
12 MR, HOSSEINI: They -- they run our credit,
13  our background. Most restaurants do as well.
14 M5. MLLER  Uh-huh.
15 MR. HOSSEINI: And they are aware. But
16  because it was such a long tine ago and because | have
17 changed | guess. And the experience that |'ve gained in
18 this industry, they I mean have decided to give ne
19 another chance which I'mvery grateful for.
20 MS. MLLER Ckay. Thank you.
21 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Any ot her questions
22 by -- yes, M. Silverstein.
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1 MR. SILVERSTEIN. Thank you for com ng,
2 M. Hosseini. | share with M. Short and others al ways
3 the concern about the safety of patrons and especially
4 the concern with skinmng in credit cards and -- and
5 things of that sort. Having listened to you and all of
6 us here understanding that you al ready have a conviction
7 hanging over your head, | sinply can't imagi ne you being
8 foolish enough -- you seemto be a very bright fellow --
9 to engage in anything like that or allowit to occur on
10  your watch
11 MR HOSSEINI:  Yes.
12 MR SILVERSTEIN. | think you' ve -- you've
13 learned a very painful |Iesson, and you intend to | ead an
14  honorable life.
15 MR HOSSEINI:  Thank you.
16 MR. SILVERSTEIN. And | -- I'mgoing to vote
17 for you, and I -- | wish you well.
18 MR, HOSSEINI: Thank you.
19 MR. SILVERSTEIN. And -- and hope that you
20 can keep everybody el se there on the straight and narrow
21 as well, that --
22 MR. HOSSEINI: | hope so too.
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1 MR, SILVERSTEIN. Oten, you know, when --
2 when you've -- when you've nade a m stake and you turn
3 to people and say hey, |'ve nade that m stake, don't do
4 it, you have a whole |lot nore cred than anybody el se.
5

MR, HOSSEINI: That's true.

6 MR. SILVERSTEIN. Good |uck to you, sir.
7 MR. HOSSEINI:  Thank you very nuch.
8 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Do we have any ot her

9 questions by any other board nenbers? Do you have any

10 -- do you have anything el se you want to say, sir,

11  before you make -- The Board nakes its decision?

12 MR. HOSSEINI: Thank you for the opportunity
13 to allowne to come and explain today. | appreciate it.
14 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  kay. Thank you.

15 Al right. Wth that said, | nake a notion that we do

16 approve the -- the license for -- manager's license for
17 M. Hosseini. |Is there a second?

18 MS. MLLER  Second.

19 CHAl RPERSON ANDERSON:  Ms. M |l er has

20 seconded the notion. Those in favor say aye. [Chorus
21 of ayes]. Those opposed. [No audible response]. Those

22 abst ai n.
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1 MR, SHORT: Abstain.
2 CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: M. Short has --
3 has -- have abstained. The matter passed four-zero-one
4 wth one abstention. The Board will sign off on this
5 license today, and you can -- once The Board signs off
6 you can go get your license, sir. And good | uck.
7 MR, HOSSEI NI : Thank you so nmuch. | really
8 appreciate it. Should |I wait around?
9 CHAl RPERSON ANDERSON:  Yes, wait.

10 MR. ALBERTI: If you want to stay --

11 MR. HOSSEINI: Thank you so nuch. |

12 appreciate it.

13 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Yeah. Everyone can
14  cone back in. Yeah. W're -- yeah, everyone can cone
15  back in.

16 (Wher eupon the above-entitled matter was

17  concl uded.)

18

19

20

21

22
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