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1 PROCEEDI NGS
2 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Al'l right. The next
3 case on our -- on our calendar is a fact finding hearing
4 for Bisso Catering, LLC, License Nunber 103436. WII
5 the parties please approach and identify thenselves for

6 the record please. Yes. There is a sign-in sheet.

7 Sign your nane and please -- please spell your name for
8 the record pl ease.

9 MR. BISSISSO WA-L-E-E. Last name B as in
10 boy, I-SS1-SS-0O

11 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Al'l right. So this
12 is an application for a catering license. And -- and --
13 and it's our understanding that you are requesting to --
14 to use a kitchen at -- at the location, 2121 K Street as
15 your primary location for catering; is that correct?

16 MR BISSI SSO That's correct.

17 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  And now, the -- the
18 establishment that used to be at 2121 K Street was

19  Sugar's which The Board had a significant anount of

20 problems with this establishnent. And so The Board --
21 we had an OC, and part of the OCis that the Iicense

22 I s cancel | ed.
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1 MR, BISSISSO  Correct.
2 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  And The Board is
3 concerned that we cancel a license, you are now appl yi ng
4 for a catering license and your primary place to operate
5 is at the sane establishment. So why then did The Board
6 cancel Sugar's license if we have another entity in the
7 same establishnent that is capable of -- of doing the
8 sanme things that they did? And | think this is The
9 Board's concern.
10 MR BISSISSO | -- that's a great question.
11 | -- 1 do understand that there obviously were issues.
12 But I'masking to use their kitchen because, you know,
13 it's an enpty space. | nean he -- he's going to be into
14  private events. Now, I'mgoing to be using the kitchen
15 because there's no use for it because he's not
16  operating.
17 CHAl RPERSON ANDERSON:  So what do you nean
18 using the kitchen? So are you using the kitchen? So
19 you're going to cook in the kitchen and --
20 MR. BISSISSO For all ny events.
21 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  -- and take the stuff
22 some other place, or are you use the kitchen and have
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1 the events in the -- in the enpty space?
2 MR BISSISSO So -- so the key is going to
3 Dbein order to get a catering license fromny
4 understanding is | have to have a kitchen to prepare ny
5 food. So | went online and | |ooked around to see who
6 would -- in the district would Iend nme their space and
7 then canme across Sugar. And that's where | decided that
8 well, hey, it could be a good opportunity because
9 they're out -- he can't operate. He's not operating so
10 let me taking advantage of that. M business is going
11  to be really focused around events all around the
12 district. So Sugar, yes, obviously there nmay be an
13 opportunity where | have a client that says hey, | need
14 a space -- a private event which is all I'mgoing to be
15 doing, | need a space and Sugar fits the bill that I
16  would, you know, take that. | would give Sugar a fee to
17 rent their space if | was having an event there. But ny
18 goal really is I'mlooking across the whole district.
19 \Werever ny clients want me to have an event, that's
20 where | will host the event. |'mjust using that space
21  Dbecause | have to have a space in the district.
22 CHAl RPERSON ANDERSON: Wl |, and let me --
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1 I'mnow going to ask this question, and if |'m asking
2 the wong question, maybe soneone needs to correct ne.
3 But do you have any relationship with the owner of Sugar
4 either blood or by any business relationship --
5 MR, BI SSISSO.  No.
6 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  -- with that owner?
7 MR BISSISSO No. | -- 1 -- actually when
8 | was starting ny business | had asked around, and they
9 said there's a gentleman that who went to AU. | went to
10 GWat the time. So | knew of him but |'mnot --
11  not blood, not -- no business relationship. But | nean
12 | also -- | know who he is. Never been to Sugar, but
13 just through nmutual friends that said well, hey, you
14  know, this person is out of business, he's got this ten
15 year lease, can't do anything with it, so maybe that's a
16 good place to start.
17 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Now -- and also it's
18 ny understanding that on our one-day |icense or on our
19 cal endar today --
20 MR BISSISSOC.  Yeah.
21 CHAl RPERSON ANDERSON:  -- is that | think
22 either you are then requesting --
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1 MR. BISSI SSO Yeah, that was ne.
2 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  -- a license to have
3 a party --
4 MR BISSISSO A birthday, yeah. A private
5 event.
6 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  -- at this -- at this

7 establishment that we just closed. So I think what The

8 Board is concerned about is that it appears -- it could
9 appear --

10 MR. BI SSI SSO  Yeah.

11 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  -- that this is

12 another way of -- of basically giving the finger to The
13  Board.

14 MR BISSISSO Yeah. Yeah. So ny

15 understanding was -- and you -- you all are the experts,

16 right? But ny understanding is that there's nothing

17  preventing an establishment fromhosting a private

18 event. Now, if thereis, that's why I'mat ABRA, so you
19 can let me know because |I don't want to invest a whole

20  bunch of noney into a business that's not going to go

21  anywhere. So I'll -- you know, if that's the case, then
22 that's the case, and | -- you know, |'Il go somewhere
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1 else. Because | don't want to obviously risk ny --

2 nmy -- nmy tinme, ny investnent. But yeah, the -- the

3 intent was in that situation it was a 40th birthday

4 party, and they like the space. So | was becone the

5 caterer for that space. And | -- | would cater in that
6 space. | would provide the owner of Sugar a fee to use

7 their space, but he woul d have zero invol venent outside

8 of collecting that fee. | -- ny understanding is | wll
9 be responsible for security, I'll be responsible for
10 bartending, | will collect all the profits fromthe food

11  that | serve, and he will be receiving a fee for the
12  usage of his space.

13 CHAl RPERSON ANDERSON:  And -- all right.
14 1'Il -- 1"11 have other nenbers ask. Are there any

15 other menbers who want to ask a question?

16 MR. SHORT: | would like to ask one.
17 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Yes, M. Short.
18 MR, SHORT: You say you -- you had sone

19 affiliation or you knew of this person before you --
20 MR BISSISSO | -- | knew of him yes.
21 Wen | was in college at GNWNwe had a nmutual friend. He

22 went to AU, so it kind of think just happened.
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1 MR, SHORT. Before -- before it got the nane
2 Sugar it had another name. Were you famliar with that
3 nane --

4 MR BI SSISSO.  No.

5 MR. SHORT: ~-- at that location

6 MR. BISSISSO | know Sugar because | read

7 all the docunents coments that you all have on the

8 Internet.

9 MR. SHORT: And -- and you want to have the
10 sane type of crowd that he had there?

11 MR, BISSISSO Well, obviously --

12 MR, SHORT: You don't have -- you don't have
13 a clue.

14 MR BISSISSO No. No. No. | nean |I'm

15 private events only. So --

16 MR SHORT: Excuse ne?

17 MR BISSISSO |'mgoing to be doing private
18 events only.

19 MR SHORT: Well, | understand.

20 MR, BISSISSO Yeah. So I'mnot going to do
21 any college parties because that's not -- you know, |'m
22 |l ooking at weddings nostly. That's where | see the
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1  biggest opportunity, affordable weddings, birthday
2 parties. And obviously if it is -- | understand that if
3 there was any risk of underage drinking, than that woul d
4 be ny license, ny reputation on the line. | don't want
5 to invest noney to buy a business [inaudible 3:48:36].
6 MR, SHORT: Well, a lot of people do it, but
7 they still make a lot of nmoney. They don't mnd paying
8 the fine. They make a | ot of noney selling alcohol to
9 young people, and this location is one of those.
10 MR, BISSISSO But I'mjust private events
11 only.
12 MR. SHORT: | understand. Private events
13 also sell to underage kids in certain |ocations.
14 MR BISSISSO Well, yeah.
15 MR. SHORT: This place -- this place has a
16 reputation that we just closed. It's just closed. You
17  just happen to stunble upon it and want to have a party
18 right away there. So in other words, closing down Sugar
19 really didn't close down Sugar because sone of the sane
20 people -- if they drive by and see sonmething going -- a
21 private party or not -- they're going to try to crash it
22 and go in.
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1 MR BISSISSO But that will be ny
2 responsibility to make sure obviously that they --
3 MR. SHORT: | -- | understand that. And |
4  wouldn't want to put that responsibility on you. |
5 wouldn't want to put that on anybody.
6 MR. BI SSI SSO  Yeah.
7 MR. SHORT: The citizens and comunity
8 around this location are very upset rightfully so. |
9 don't think it's a good investnent for you. That's ny
10  personal opinion.
11 MR BISSISSO That's fair.
12 MR SHORT: GCkay. Al right. Not a
13 problem Thank you.
14 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Questions by any
15 other board nmenbers? M. Mller.
16 M5. MLLER H . Good afternoon.
17 MR, BI SSI SSO  Good afternoon.
18 MS. MLLER So did | hear you correctly,
19 you're just starting out --
20 MR. BI SSI SSO  Yes.
21 M5. MLLER -- catering?
22 MR, BISSISSO Correct.
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1 M5. MLLER (Okay. So the first thing you
2 were |looking for was the kitchen space?
3 MR BISSISSO Well, | didn't realize | even
4 needed a kitchen. So | was -- | put ny -- initially |'d
5 probably just do it fromhonme. And when | had to get a
6 caterer's license fromDOH -- if that's what they're
7 called -- they nentioned | have to have a kitchen, a

8 physical space.

9 M5. MLLER Right.
10 MR BISSISSO So that's when I, you know,
11 | ooked around. | went to Loft. | went to -- you know,

12  just kind of asking what's -- and they're all oh, we

13  would do it, but there's going to be, you know, a $1, 000
14 fee which at this tine |'mnot going to be charging so
15  nuch noney where | could afford that.

16 M5. MLLER So did you have difficulty

17 finding a good kitchen space for a good price?

18 MR. BISSISSO Yes. It was virtually

19  inpossible.

20 M5. MLLER Ckay. Just to understand, is
21 it different fromfor instance |ike vendors who go Iike

22 Union Kitchen or whatever? Did you |look at that kind of
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1 space?
2 MR BISSISSO No, | didn't. | [inaudible
3 3:50:34] Union Kitchen.
4 M5. MLLER Ckay.
5 MR, BISSISSO But it would have to be
6 inspected.
7 M5. MLLER That's kind of |ike shared
8 space. D d you feel you had to get your own space?
9 MR. BISSISSO Well, | didn't realize that
10 it was shared space to be honest. | -- | --
11 MS. MLLER Ckay.
12 MR BI SSISSO You know, they just told me |
13 needed a address, you know, we needed to have a
14  kitchen --
15 M5. MLLER Right. Ckay.
16 MR. BISSISSO -- in order to approve your
17  -- your license.
18 M5. MLLER So do you -- do you have a
19 contract wth Sugar?
20 MR BISSISSO No. | don't have a -- well,
21 yeah, | nean | have a letter that says | could use their
22  space.
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1 MS. MLLER Oh, okay. So it's not |ike you
2 have a |ease yet for their kitchen?
3 MR BI SSISSO  No.
4 M5. MLLER Ckay. But you -- but you can
5 useit?
6 MR, Bl SSI SSO.  Yes.
7 M5. MLLER And -- and it's also
8 separate -- you don't have a contract. | guess you have
9 aletter. |Is it a separate agreenent with respect to

10 using event space?

11 MR, BISSISSO Well, you know, | haven't --
12 yeah, | nean the only agreenent that | have between him
13 is that | will pay hima fee for using his space. So |

14  do have an agreenent in terns of agreeing how nuch |

15 woul d be paying per usage of the space that's --

16 M5. MLLER For the event area.

17 MR BI SSI SSO  For the event area.

18 M5. MLLER And you have an agreenent -- a
19 letter of how nuch you woul d spend for the kitchen

20 space?

21 MR. BISSISSO Yes. | have an agreenent,

22  yeah, [inaudible 3:51:44]. | also have -- working on
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1 agreenments with places like Loft, which | think is going
2 to be another venue. | don't knowif you're al

3 famliar, but they provide event space. So |I'm working
4 on the details of trying to agree with as well.

5 MS. MLLER Ckay.

6 MR, BISSISSO So to be -- | nean Sugar is

7 going to be one location. But at the end of the day,

8 you know, clients are going to say | don't want to --

9 you know, | want to go here. That's where | -- | go

10 where -- where they want nme to go.

11 M5. MLLER \Were the client wants you
12 to go?

13 MR BI SSI SSO  Yeabh.

14 M5. MLLER (Gkay. So -- you have a new

15 catering business, but you haven't started it yet
16  because you need a kitchen?
17 MR, BISSISSO No. Because | wanted to make

18 sure | need through this process first before | --

19 M5. MLLER kay.

20 MR. BISSISSO -- invested nore noney.

21 M5. MLLER kay. Al right. Thank you.

22 MR, BI SSI SSO Yeah. Thank you.
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1 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Yes, M. Silverstein.
2 MR. SILVERSTEIN. Thank you, M. Bississo.

3 | have -- | have a couple questions | want to make --
4 nmake clear here. You're getting a caterer's |icense and
5 this wll be used at the former location of Sugar's and
6 at Sugar and at other l|ocations as well if soneone hires
/ you to cater a --
8 MR. BISSISSO That's correct.
9 MR. SILVERSTEIN. -- an event el sewhere?
10 MR, BISSISSO That's correct.
11 MR, SILVERSTEIN. But it will involve Sugar.
12 And you operated Sugar previously, correct?
13 MR BISSISSO | never operated Sugar
14  before.
15 MR. SILVERSTEIN. D d you have any dealing
16 at all wth Sugar?
17 MR BISSISSO No. Zero.
18 MR. SILVERSTEIN.  You had none what soever?
19 Ckay. That's --
20 MR, BISSISSO | mean | -- Dbecause | Googled
21 the address to see |ike Metro accessibility, that's when
22 | came across the findings. And | know there was an
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1 article too around there such as --
2 MR. SILVERSTEIN. W not only had an endl ess
3 series of problenms there. The -- the gentleman who ran
4 it was -- was in way over his head in dealing with
5 underage sales to mnors. But we had yet another
6 assault there this past weekend at 22nd and K Street, a
7 felony assault according to police reports, which has
8 nothing to do with Sugar but within --
9 MR, BISSI SSO  Qoviously something | need to
10  know. Yeah.
11 MR, SILVERSTEIN. -- outside in that bl ock.
12 It is a difficult and troubled area in ternms of late
13 night issues, interns of sales to mnors, in terns of
14 all the things that -- that are red flags. And | want
15 to say make sure you know what you're getting into, that
16  when you are dealing with clients and catering that
17 you're responsible for --
18 MR, BI SSI SSO Everything that happens.
19 MR SILVERSTEIN. -- the sale to m nor
20 regulations being strictly adhered to.
21 MR. BISSISSO Yeah. Yeah. Absolutely.
22 And | want to nake sure too as part of ny plans I'm you
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1  know, | get to pick which events | cater to --

2 MR, SILVERSTEIN.  Sure.

3 MR BISSISSO -- which | think is a big

4 advantage. So |I'mgoing to be focusing nore on events
5 where mnors, you know, won't even come into -- into

6 play.

7 MR SILVERSTEIN. Ckay.

8 MR. BISSISSO That's ny intent.

9 MR SILVERSTEIN. As long as we -- and --

10 and you may want to talk to staff here about how you

11  have to -- you know, the steps that you can take to

12  protect yourself.

13 MR BISSISSO That was actually one of ny
14  questions, what -- you know, what --

15 MR SILVERSTEIN. Geat.

16 MR. BISSISSO Like |I also want my security
17 to go through all the training that, you know, security
18 or staff -- nostly security based on these concerns.

19 do want to flex up on security. 1've already spoken

20 with a couple conpanies to help me with that because |
21 think that's going to be key. And then, you know, we're

22 manage to a guest list, we'll follow the proper
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1 procedures, and | know at the end of the day ny noney is
2 ontheline but also it's not just Sugar. | nmnean
3 Sugar's going to be an option, but | hope to branch out
4 across nore than just --

5 MR, SILVERSTEIN: Good | uck.

6 MR, BI SSI SSO  Thank you.

7 MR. SILVERSTEIN. W can always -- we can
8 always use people who -- who can do this kind of work
9 and do it in a responsible way and care for the -- you

10  know, nore than making a buck and care about public good
11 and public safety.

12 MR, BI SSI SSO  Absol utely.

13 MR, SILVERSTEIN. Thank you, sir.

14 MR, BI SSI SSO Thank you.

15 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Now, are -- are you
16 aware that the sale of alcohol as -- if -- if we'reto
17 grant you a catering license, that the sale of alcohol
18 should be incidental that this then --

19 MR. BISSISSO Correct. It should be nostly
20 food. That's correct.

21 CHAl RPERSON ANDERSON:  That -- yeah. That
22 this is you are a caterer, you're not a -- a vendor
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1 selling alcohol. So you know that you have to file
2 reports and --
3 MR. BISSISSO Absolutely. Yeah.
4 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  -- and a -- a
5 substantial percentage of it has to be food?

6 MR. BISSISSO Absolutely. Yeah. | am

7 awar e of that.

8 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Al'l right. Yes,

9 M. --

10 MR. BISSISSO | mean food is key. That's
11 where |I'll make ny noney.

12 MR ALBERTI: So that's a great segue into

13 ny set of questions.

14 MR BI SSI SSO  Perfect.

15 MR. ALBERTI: What's your background? You
16 want to have a caterer's license,.

17 MR. BISSISSO Yeah. Absolutely.

18 MR, ALBERTI: What's your background?

19 What -- why do you want to be a caterer? How did you

20 come to that?

21 MR BI SSISSO Ckay. Geat, great question.
22 So | was always -- yeah. So | -- let me give you the
@ender Legal Solutions 888.445.3376 www.olenderreporting.com
A Global Eitigation Solutions Company 202.898.1108 Worldwide Coverage


http://www.olenderreporting.com

HEARING 07/27/2016

BISSO CATERING, LLC 21
1 long -- long story short. | have -- ny in-laws take
2 care of our kids, our kids are getting older. They're
3 ~-- oneis a professional chef, one was a diplomat. So
4 one has a lot of connections with the diplomatic corps,
5 and the other one is a chef. So nowthey're really just
6 hanging out at home, they have nothing to do. So | was
7 thinking well, hey, how could | use their tine? They're
8 originally fromRomania, they don't want to go back. So
9 I'mlike how could | |everage the strengths here and
10 eventually I could, you know, take this and go into
11 hopefully, you know, a major business. And so we were
12 just talking, we said hey, what's the easiest way to
13 start? W want to start a restaurant, but we know that
14 it's just noney, we need a lot of capital which we -- we
15 don't have the capital. So the next best thing that we
16 cane up with is hey, we can |everage nmy father-in-law s
17 connections through the diplomatic corps for events
18 because he's very well networked, and then ny
19 nother-in-law s cooking skills and kind of bring it
20 together where he would help ne get the -- get the
21 event, like the people, the clients, she will help nme
22 make the food. And I'Il be nore |ike the business
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1 person with marketing. Well, hey, let's -- you know

2 let's giveit ashot. | think it would really work

3 Dbecause we know -- well, then | know people too. But

4  they know nore people than | do, and they could --

5 MR. ALBERTI: G eat.

6 MR. BISSISSO You know, they have those

7 relationships where they could have -- so there's

8 enbassy events, whatever it is they could -- so that's

9 kind of howit canme about.

10 MR. ALBERTI: Good. It sounds |ike a good
11 plan. So your nother-in-law going to be the chef? |Is
12 that what the plan is or the head chef and --

13 MR BISSISSO Well, yeah, she's -- yeah.

14 And to start out with yes. Eventually | wuld Iike to
15 hire sonebody. But to start out with | nmean she's not
16 going to charge ne a dollar. So -- and she's a really
17 great cook. And that's what she -- that's what she did
18 for a couple enbassies here, she was the head chef.

19 MR ALBERTI: She was the head chef for

20  enbassies? Ckay.

21 MR, BI SSISSO And she knows a | ot of people
22 too which is great that we can trust. Because that's --
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1 one of ny concerns was working with people we can trust.
2 MR. ALBERTI: So what's the array of food
3 that you're thinking about offering?

4 MR BISSISSO Yeah. So it's going to be --
5 so-- sow'regoing to have different tiers. W're
6 looking at for exanple one of our strategies is going to
7 be weddings. So we know |ike today in D.C. on average
8 based on ny friends around here it's $30,000 a weddi ng
9 if you're lucky. WIlard charge -- you know, charges
10 60,000. So we want to do an option of |ow priced
11 weddings. So we can go to Loft for exanple, rent the
12 space. W can give themlow cost food, let's just say
13 sandwi ches, right? Instead of charging them 30, 000,
14 we'll charge them 10,000 and we'll make -- you know,
15 we'll -- | think it will be profitable but also
16 affordable. Then on the high end if we're going to do
17 enbassy events, it could go all the way up to steak,
18 salnon, really whatever the client wants and what
19 they're capable of -- of preparing.
20 MR. ALBERTI: So have you put together any
21 menus?
22 MR BISSISSO W did actually. Yes.
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1 didn't bringit with me. | don't have a sinple nenu
2 that | provided for my -- with my -- | think | m ght
3 have -- actually | mght have provided it with you all.
4 |If not, | did provide it to DOH because that was a
5 requirenent for DOH
6 MR ALBERTI: Let nme see what we have here.
7 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  No. W don't have a
8 nmenu.
9 MR. ALBERTI: Yeah. I'mtrying to -- | kind

10 of lost your application already.
11 MR BISSISSO [f-- if not, | can get it to
12 you. | -- 1 -- maybe with DOH because they did require

13 a nenu for --

14 MR, ALBERTI: Can you get that to us?

15 1'd -- |'d appreciate that, take a look at it.

16 MR BI SSI SSO  Yeah. Yeabh.

17 MR. ALBERTI: kay. That would be great. |
18 would -- | would like to see a -- a copy of that. Al

19 right. Al right. Gkay. Yeah. There's really nothing
20 in here about that. Al right. So Il -- | would

21 appreciate that.

22 MR. BISSISSO Absolutely. So who wll |
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1 mil it to?

2 MR. ALBERTI: You can -- our genera

3 counsel, and she'll give you a card with that

4 information on it.

5 MR, BI SSI SSO Ckay. Perfect.

6 MR. ALBERTI: So you were kind of vague

7 about your contract with M. Saad.

8 MR BISSI SSO Yeah. Yeah. So | said the
9 agreenent was that | would pay to use the space. So if
10 | was to have an event there --

11 MR ALBERTI: Right. So do you have a

12 contract with hinf®

13 MR BISSISSO | have a oral agreenment. |
14 didn't sign a contract until | knew |l had nmy --
15 MR. ALBERTI: Okay. Well, you're not going

16 to be able to get --

17 MR, BI SSISSO | apol ogi ze.

18 MR, ALBERTI: Basically you're not going to
19 be able to get a license unless we have --

20 MR, BISSISSO So you need a witten

21 contract?

22 MR ALBERTI: W need a contract. W need a
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1 contract with -- just for any |icense we need a

2 contract. W need to know what the | ease agreenent is.
3 MR, BISSISSO It says that, yes.

4 MR ALBERTI: It says you're leasing the

5 space fromhim vyou're subleasing it.

6 MR. BISSISSO Yeah. |1'mleasing the

7 kitchen, and | do have a agreenent.

8 MR, ALBERTI: And you're subl easing space
9 fromhin®
10 MR, BISSISSO Yeah. And | do have a

11 witten letter fromhim

12 MR ALBERTI: That's fine. But we're going
13 to need -- we're going to need essentially a | ease

14  agreenent --

15 MR. BISSISSO (kay. That's good. W can
16 get you that.

17 MR. ALBERTI: -- fromhim Aso | -- have
18 you talked to the -- the owner to see if M. Saad can

19 subl ease this?

20 MR, BISSISSO. | have not. No.
21 MR. ALBERTI: Do you know if he can subl ease
22 it?
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1 MR, BISSISSO | would assune that since he
2 is the lease holder and | would just be doing -- you
3 know, when | have an event |'l| be using the space.

4 MR, ALBERTI: You're still subl easing space
5 that he is leasing fromsoneone else. And there are --
6 there's descriptions about how he's using the space in

7 their lease agreenent. | don't know if you've seen it.
8 But it's not clear to nme that the |licensee would be

9 agreeable to subleasing this space. And so | think --

10 MR BISSISSO So if we have a letter?

11 MR, ALBERTI: Yeah. | nean | would -- |
12  would want something. | would advise that we have
13 sonething, proof that you actually have fromthe owner.
14 | nean because M. Saad -- Saad, when he gave his
15 application for Sugar we required a | ease agreenent and
16 to show us a | ease agreenent.

17 MR BISSISSC [lnaudible 4:01:53]. So at
18 least permssion fromthe | andl ord?

19 MR ALBERTI: Yeah.

20 MR BISSISSO  Ckay.

21 MR ALBERTI: Yeah.

22 MR BISSISSO | can --
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1 MR. ALBERTI: So we want to know what space
2 you're using.
3 MR BI SSI SSO  Perfect.
4 MR. ALBERTI: So nmy understanding is that
5 your planis for youto -- you to hold events as well as

6 hire yourself as a caterer for events?

7 MR BISSISSO Well, | would cater the

8 events. So for exanple sonebody cones to ne and says
9 hey, | want to have a wedding. Then | would say okay,
10 perfect, what do you want the nenu to be, what space --

11 you know, let's find a space, and then | would cater the

12 event.
13 MR, ALBERTI: You would cater the event?
14 MR BISSISSO That's correct. That's

15 correct.

16 MR. ALBERTI: Wuld you nake a -- would you
17 be the -- sort of the broker for the space?

18 MR BISSISSO Well, yeah. |If they don't
19 have the space and they say hey, we'll need you to

20 recomend a space, | would give themoptions. 1'd say

21  well, here's option --

22 MR. ALBERTI: kay. So now -- SO now --
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1 MR. BISSISSO The option --
2 MR, ALBERTI: -- so now you want to use --
3 and -- and let's just say as your exanple your one-day
4 event. You're going to be using Sugar's space?
5 MR BI SSISSO.  Yeah.

6 MR, ALBERTI: What's your arrangenent with

7 Sugar, to M. Saad to use that space?

8 MR BISSISSO | will pay hima fee.
9 MR ALBERTI: Gve hima fee?
10 MR, BISSISSO Correct.
11 MR, ALBERTI: Ckay.
12 MR BISSISSO O not ne. The client wll
13  pay.
14 MR. ALBERTI: So you have -- but this is not

15 sonething you're throwmng? This is sonmething that a

16 client is --

17 MR BISSISSO Well -- well, the client will
18 pay. So | don't want -- | nean | could collect the
19 noney, then pay him But | just thought for ne it would

20 be easier if they will pay himthe fee to use the space

21 and | would cater the food and they would pay me for the

22 food. MNow, | can -- | nean | can nmake it --
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1 MR ALBERTI: Well, | mean the one-day is a
2 little bit different. You're responsible for
3 everything.
4 MR BISSISSO | absolutely am
5 MR. ALBERTI: So whatever the financia

6 arrangenents you make, but you're responsible for

7 everything at that point.

8 MR. BISSISSO And that's right.

9 MR, ALBERTI: You are the licensee. | guess
10 for that one-day we would need -- well, we'll need

11  sonmething from-- we would need -- if we were to approve

12 it, we'd need sonmething fromM. Saad giving you

13 permssion to use that space.

14 MR BISSISSO | think there m ght Dbe.

15 MR ALBERTI: Do we have that? W have that
16 already?

17 MR. BI SSI SSO  Yeah.

18 MR. ALBERTI: kay. How often do you

19 envision using that space?

20 MR, BISSISSO His space?
21 MR ALBERTI: Yeah.
22 MR. BISSISSO Well, in the beginning
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1 probably we're going to do a lot -- a |lot of enbassy
2 events. So probably not as much. But eventually as the
3 business grows | would like to make it an option for
4 people to -- but it is -- it's a nice space that's
5 not -- | mean he's shut down, he's out of business and
6 there's nothing he can do with it.
7 MR. ALBERTI: Right. But he's stil
8 profiting fromyou
9 MR BI SSISSO  Sorry?
10 MR ALBERTI: He's still profiting fromthe
11 use.
12 MR BISSISSO He is profit -- heis
13 profiting.
14 MR, ALBERTI: Here's the problem You know,
15 we had problens with him So | think -- right. Right.
16 MR BISSI SSO That's correct.
17 MR. ALBERTI: Besides -- besides the nature
18 of the event, | think The Board is a little bit --
19 |I'm-- at least | ama little unconfortable from-- from
20 -- with M. Saad profiting froman al cohol sales at that
21  place.
22 MR BISSISSO He won't.
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1 MR, ALBERTI: And essentially he is
2 indirectly.
3 MR BISSI SSO Yeah, he is in fact. Because
4 1'll be -- I"'mresponsible. | get paid for the food,
5 the alcohol. He wll get the fee. And that's all | ask

6 that he does is once you get the fee give ne the key,

7 and, you know, it's all me fromthere.

8 MR. ALBERTI: Where's your offices going to
9 be?
10 MR. BISSI SSO Wrking fromhome, ny

11  headquarters.

12 MR, ALBERTI: Your headquarters, your

13 office. Your headquarters will be your -- your --

14 MR BI SSI SSO.  For now until | have --

15 MR ALBERTI: Ckay.

16 MR. BISSISSO -- nmoney to afford an office.
17 MR, ALBERTI: Gkay. I'mtrying to think if

18 there's anything el se.
19 MR, SHORT: M. Al berti, can | interrupt you

20 all for a nonment?

21 MR ALBERTI: Yeah. Go ahead.
22 MR. SHORT: Do you have -- your office is
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1 located where?
2 MR BISSISSO In Al exandria.
3 MR, SHORT: Do you have a D.C. agent?
4 MR BI SSI SSO  Yes.
5 MR, SHORT: Wo is your D.C. agent?
6 MR, BISSISSO | went through a conpany.
7 You nmean for my corporation when you say --
8 MR, SHORT: For your catering business.
9 MR BISSISSO | went through an agency to
10  provide an agent.
11 MR, SHORT: Can you -- can you provide that
12 information for us al so?
13 MR BISSISSO  Yes.
14 MR SHORT: M. Alberti, he's going to
15 provide us information with --
16 MR, ALBERTI: GCkay. Geat.
17 MR, SHORT: -- [inaudible 4:05:54].
18 MR. BISSISSO And when you say agent you
19 nean when you incorporate a business you're then
20 required to have a agent?
21 MR. SHORT: You have to have registered the
22 business in the district.
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1 MR, BISSISSO Yeah. | think | mght
2 actually have it here. Let ne double check. A
3 registered agent, right? If not, | can -- here. | have
4 aregistered agent right here. Should | bring that up?
5 MR, ALBERTI: No, sir. You can provide it

6 to Ms. Jenkins. So who is -- I"'mgoing to get really

7 nosey here. Wo's the client for the one-day?

8 MR BISSISSO It is a friend because

9 that -- yeah, that's kind of like for me it's trying to
10 figure out howto -- A is the business going to work --
11 MR, ALBERTI: Ckay.

12 MR BISSISSO -- like before | put nore

13 noney into it?

14 MR. ALBERTI: So describe the event for ne.
15 MR. BISSISSO It's going to be a birthday
16 party. So they'll come in, we'll have our -- I'Il have
17 security. |'ll have -- you know, once | get the okay,
18 we'll have a PowerPoint presentation. W'Il|l have like a
19 big banner. They walk in -- a PowerPoint presentation

20 of the pictures of her growing up --

21 MR ALBERTI: Ckay.
22 MR BISSISSO -- with her friends and
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1 famly. W'Ill be serving food. They opted for Iike
strawberries, little cheese plates, mni sandw ches, and
there will be about 75 people. She's thinking probably

more |like 50, but 75 on the high end. And they'll cone,

o A w N

they'll have a -- celebrate a birthday party, and then
6 [inaudible 4:07:16].
7 MR. ALBERTI: Strawberries and small cheese

8 plates and --

9 MR BI SSI SSO And m ni sandw ches.

10 MR ALBERTI: -- and sandw ches?

11 MR. BI SSI SSO  Uh- huh.

12 MR ALBERTI: That's -- that's your food?
13 MR BISSISSO That's what -- yeah. That's

14  what she -- she wanted.
15 MR. ALBERTI: kay. What -- what's your
16 inpression of the -- of the description of a caterer

17  being having al cohol incidental to the service of food?

18 MR BISSISSO That it was supposed to be
19 like 50 percent of the noney nade shoul d be from food.
20 MR. ALBERTI: No. | have a different view

21 I ncidental nmeans it should be a little bit nore than

22 that. | nmean this is your first time out.
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1 MR BISSISSO That's --
2 MR. ALBERTI: So, you know, |'mgoing to
3 recomend that we send soneone by to take a | ook at
4 what's going on.
5 MR BISSISSO Actually | would appreciate

6 t hat because | want to nmake sure | --

7 MR. ALBERTI: W are going to be --
8 MR. BISSISSO Yeah. Before | -- yeah.
9 MR ALBERTI: You -- you will see soneone

10 showing up there.

11 MR, BISSISSO That's good. That's good.

12 MR ALBERTI: If we -- if we grant this, you
13 wll see soneone there | woul d guarantee that.

14 MR BISSISSO Wichis -- which |

15 appreciate.

16 MR, ALBERTI: Because we -- we are nervous

17 about that site.

18 MR. BISSISSO How -- if |I'mnervous?
19 MR ALBERTI: We are nervous about that
20 site.
21 MR BISSISSO | am-- | am--
22 MR ALBERTI: We are nervous for the --
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1 about any nexus to M. Saad.
2 MR BI SSI SSO  Yeabh.
3 MR, ALBERTI: Al right. |If you haven't
4 gotten that already.
5 MR BISSISSO No. | -- | nean | can
6 understand why. | know that from a busi ness perspective
7 he -- you know, it's out of business, and this is an
8 opportunity for me to use the space.
9 MR. ALBERTI: kay. | have no further
10 questions. Thank you.
11 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Does -- do we have
12 any other questions by any other board nenbers?
13 MR, ALBERTI: So | -- actually | have a --
14  have a few other questions.
15 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Go ahead.
16 MR. ALBERTI: Just -- just let me -- let ne
17 consult with you. Al right. So M. Bississo --
18 MR. BISSISSO M. Bississo.
19 MR, ALBERTI: Bississo. |'msorry.
20 MR BISSISSO That's fine.
21 MR, ALBERTI: It just cane to nmy mnd | nean
22 it's like what's the status -- what's the status of the
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1 kitchen right nowin terms of its sanctioning -- being
2 sanctioned for use?
3 MR. BISSISSO Yeah. So we had it inspected
4 by DOH, and they approved.
5 MR. ALBERTI: So they approved?
6 MR. BISSI SSO They approved it.
7 MR, ALBERTI: So you can -- you can use your
8 -- for this one-day you could use that kitchen?
9 MR. BISSISSO That's correct. Yeah. And
10 they the full inspection.
11 MR, ALBERTI: kay. Gkay. | just wanted to
12 nake sure --
13 MR, BI SSI SSO  Anot her good questi on.
14 MR. ALBERTI: -- we have that -- that box
15 checked. | have no further questions.
16 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Then any ot her
17 questions by any of the board nenbers? Al right. Then
18 we will -- | nean we'll take it under advisenent as far
19 as your -- as far as your -- your catering license is --
20 is concerned. | do not know if The Board has signed off
21 on your tenporary |icense because |I'mnever -- as The
22 Board chair you only need three people. So | don't know
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1 what it is that they have done, but | guess --
2 MR. ALBERTI: It hasn't -- it hasn't Dbeen
3 done, and we w Il discuss that | think.
4 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  So -- therefore |
5 don't know.
6 MR BISSISSO That's fair. Ckay.
7 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  So | don't know.
8 But -- but when is the event?
9 MR BISSISSO It's going to be on the 6th.
10 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  August 6th, that's
11  next week?
12 MR BISSI SSO.  Yeah. Next weekend. Not
13 this com ng, the next one.
14 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  So All right. So a
15 decision wll be forthcomng | nean regarding the
16 one-day, and then we'll nmake a decision --
17 MR BISSISSO  Sure.
18 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: - - sooner about the
19 catering license. Al right.
20 MR, BISSISSO And may | ask a quick
21  question --
22 CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Sure. (Go ahead.
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1 MR, BISSISSO -- as long as [inaudible
2 4:10:53] to do this. For storing alcohol I was trying
3 to understand what that rule is. | know you can't take
4 it out of the -- you can't take it out of the district
5 to another area to store it. But do you know what that
6 ruleis to have the one-day event, right, and that it's
7  Friday, we have al cohol left over. Were can | store
8 that alcohol? Because | -- | nmean |'msure | can return
9 it back to the seller
10 MR, ALBERTI: Well, it's a one-day event.
11 MR. BISSISSO Yeah. But after they |eave,
12 just the liquor store, to return it to the liquor what's
13 unused there's -- they're closed on Sunday. That's
14  where I'mgoing. So | -- | didn't know what the
15 policy --
16 MR ALBERTI: We'Il check. We'Ill check. |1
17 know what it is for caterers and things, but for
18 one-days it's alittle --
19 MR BISSI SSO Yeah. | know for caterers
20 I'mjust curious too. | reached out to general counsel,
21 but | know --
22 MR ALBERTI: Well, you're going to have to
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1 store it in a secure location --

2 MR BI SSI SSO.  Yeah.

3 MR. ALBERTI: -- in the space that you have
4 access to. So -- soif -- if we were to approve you for
5 the kitchen, you would have to tell us what area of that
6 building --

7 MR BI SSI SSO  Exactly.

8 MR. ALBERTI: -- you are -- and only that

9 area of the building would be access to you.

10 MR BI SSI SSO.  Yeabh.

11 MR. ALBERTI: Except if you rent the other
12  portion.

13 MR, BI SSI SSO Yeah. Absolutely.

14 MR. ALBERTI: That's a whole story.

15 MR BISSISSO But if -- if | buy like a --
16 MR ALBERTI: But the alcohol itself would
17 have to be -- | nmean you basically have to tell us where

18 in the building you're going to store it.

19 MR, BISSISSO kay. And | can lock it
20 up -- like do you have a key to anybody? If | lock --
21 like if | want to lock it up, assumng | get approved

22 and | have that one key, do | have to give it to ABRA so
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1 they can conme and inspect it later?

2 MR ALBERTI: Ch, no. No. You're

3 responsible for it.

4 MR, BI SSISSO Ckay. Perfect.

5 MS. MLLER M. --

6 MR ALBERTI: But M. Saad has access to it.
7 MR BISSISSO No. That's why I'm-- |'m

8 going to lock it up. That's what --

9 MR. ALBERTI: [Ilnaudible 4:12:26].

10 MR BISSISSO No. No. That's why I'm

11  going to lock it up. Yeah. You know, ny idea is | want
12 to have ny own, you know, | ocked.

13 MR, ALBERTI: You are responsible for it.

14 MR. BISSISSO Exactly. And |'m not going

15 torisk nmy -- ny investnment --

16 MR. ALBERTI: You're responsible for it.
17 MR BISSISSO -- for sonething |ike that.
18 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Yes, Ms. Ml ler.
19 MS. MLLER | -- | just want to say just

20  because, you know, | know you have a | ot of questions
21  Dbecause you're new and you want to conply, but | don't

22 think The Board can take -- take many --
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1 MR, BISSISSO. Yeah. Fair enough. Fair
2 enough. Yeah. Sure.
3 M5. MLLER So I'mjust going to say, you
4  know, | don't have you have a copy. M. Short's been
5 holding this up.
6 MR BISSISSO | don't, but that's good to
7  have.
8 M5. MLLER | think you can get one here.
9 You mght check at the front desk. And then also check
10 with our general counsel for further questions that you
11  mght have. Ckay?
12 MR BI SSI SSO.  Perfect.
13 MR ALBERTI: And -- and our |icensing
14  specialist --
15 MS. MLLER  Yeah.
16 MR. ALBERTI: -- the person you probably
17 have already tal ked to al ready.
18 MR BISSISSO Pointed to a couple -- a |ot
19 of people.
20 MR, ALBERTI: Right. Talk to one of them
21 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Wl |, one of the
22 things that I'll say to you, sir, tonorrow evening from
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1 six toeight ABRAwI| be having a training for the
2 community on -- on the rules of -- alcohol rulings,
3 rules and regulations. And | think maybe if you want to
4  come here tonmorrow fromsix to eight, you could -- there
5 wll be sonme questions you could ask to -- you could ask
6 some specific questions about what is it you can't --
7 you can't or can't do.
8 MR. BISSISSO (kay. Perfect.
9 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Because we wi | |
10 have -- they have some -- the appropriate menbers who
11 can respond to your questions. So I'mjust saying if
12 you cone here --
13 MR BISSISSO [|'lIl be here tonorrow.
14  Thanks. That's good.
15 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  But |' mjust saying
16 we just so happen to have a training tomorrow from six
17 to eight --
18 MR BISSISSO That's perfect. That's --
19 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  -- that if you're
20 free you can conme by and ask as many questions as you
21 can. And if whoever is here doing the training, if they
22 can't answer, they definitely will point you to the
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1 right person.

2 MR, BISSISSO Perfect. Ckay.

3 M5. MLLER And it's free.

4 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Al'l right. So thank
5 you.

6 MR BI SSI SSO  Thank you.

7 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  All right. You'll

8 hear shortly fromus what we're going to do.

9 MR BISSISSO Ckay. So | owe you a |ease
10 agreement. Ch, you -- you said --

11 UNKNOWN FEMALE: We're going to send you a
12 letter.

13 MR. BI SSI SSO  Perfect.

14 MR. ALBERTI: So, M. Bississo --

15 MR, Bl SSI SSO.  Yes.

16 MR. ALBERTI: -- your event is from9:30

17 p.m until 3:00 in the norning?
18 MR BISSISSO Well, probably -- well, | put
19 it at the maxinumin case sonebody stays after. But

20 nost likely it will be over probably around m dni ght.

21 MR ALBERTI: Around what ?
22 MR. BI SSI SSO  Around m dni ght.
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1 MR, ALBERTI: GCkay. So do you have a
2 problemwith if we only approved it until then?
3 MR BISSISSO  Sorry?
4 MR. ALBERTI: Would you have a problemif we
5 only approved until then?
6 MR, BISSISSO Well, | wanted to keep it
7 just -- just in case.
8 MR, ALBERTI: Just in case what? | nean you
9 know --
10 MR. BISSISSO | mean if she wants to stay.
11 MR. ALBERTI: | knowit's a birthday party.
12 MR BISSISSO |If she wants to stay
13 afterwards or sit down and just hang out with her
14  friends when people leave. That's why | -- | put it,
15 you know, at that tine.
16 MR, ALBERTI: That doesn't help your case.
17 1'"m being honest with you.
18 MR, BISSISSO No. That's fine. | nean --
19 MR. ALBERTI: |'m being honest with you.
20 MR BISSISSO That's fine.
21 MR. ALBERTI: That's all right. Thank you.
22 MR BI SSI SSO.  You're wel cone.
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1 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Al'l right. Thank
2 you.
3 MR. BISSI SSO Thank you.
4 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Al right. Al right
5 | know that we have a Col den Paradise is 2:00, and |

6 know the police officers are here. 15 mnutes? Can

7 they have a 15 mnute break? Does that work for -- al

8 right. I'masking to -- |I'masking the people, the

9 folks in the audience. | know that you guys are here,

10 and the schedule -- the hearing was schedul ed for 2:00.

11 So | just want to make sure that that's fine with

12 everyone. So The Board needs to eat. W haven't had a
13 break. So we're just going to take 15 m nutes, and

14  we're not going nowhere. Does that -- does that work?
15 So -- so we're -- sowe'll -- we'll -- soits 2:23. So
16 at 2:40. So we'll start the hearing at 2:40 pronptly.
17  Okay. Thank you.

18 (Wher eupon the above-entitled matter was

19  concl uded.)

20

21

22
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