HEARING 05/18/2016

CULTURAL FESTIVAL

1 GOVERNMENT OF THE DI STRI CT OF COLUMBI A
2 ALCOHOLI C BEVERACGE REGULATI ON ADM NI STRATI ON
3 ALCOHOLI C BEVERAGE CONTROL BOARD
4
I L I X
6 IN THE MATTER OF
7 Tenporary License Application
8 Date of Event: My 21, 2016
9 Event: Cultural Festival
10  Applicant: Wiiping Yap (Asia Heritage Foundation)
11 Nei ghborhood: Pennsylvania Avenue, 3rd to 6th Street NW
12 Attendees: 300
13
14 FACT FI NDI NG HEARI NG
15 - - - - - - - e e e e e e - X
16 Wednesday, My 18, 2016
17 VWher eupon, the above referenced matter came on for
18 hearing at the Al coholic Beverage Control Board, Reeves
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20 D.C. 20009.
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1 PROCEEDI NGS
2 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  The next nmatter on
3 our afternoon schedule we have a fact finding hearing
4 for -- the date of the event is May 21, 2016. It's a
5 cultural festival. |It's the Asia Heritage Festival --
6 Foundation. I1'msorry. The neighborhood is
7  Pennsylvania Avenue, 3rd through 6th Street NW 300
8 attendees. Can you please identify yourself -- your
9 nane for the record and please -- there's a sign in
10 sheet that | would you to sign in and identify yourself
11 for the record please.
12 MS. YAP. Sure. Good afternoon. M nane is
13  Wiiping Yap. | represent Asia Heritage Foundation that
14 will be run -- organizing the street festival Asia
15 Street Fair on Pennsylvania Avenue. Should I go and
16 just talk about?
17 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  We don't have a
18 investigator who is going to -- no, we don't. Do we
19 have a -- where is the investigator for this case?
20 MR, SHORT: There should be one here.
21 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Hol d on. Once the
22 investigator shows up, then I'Il have you proceed.
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1 M5. YAP. | amso sorry. That was not ny
2 presentation,
3 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Wel |, you coul d have
4 stated that -- | nean that was part of your
5 presentation. | think that woul d have gone over nuch --
6 that woul d have gone over well. It would have because
7 it says that you're prepared with a -- and as soon as
8 the investigator showed up it's |like you decided your
9 present -- can you introduce yourself for the record
10 please, sir.
11 | NVESTI GATOR PERU:  Yes. |'m Investigator
12 Jason Peru.
13 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Al'l right, ma'am
14 Go -- go ahead, ma'am Please tell us about this event.
15 MS. YAP. Ckay. So this is our 11th year
16 doing the festival. And | want to go on the record and
17 say that the date is May 21. However, we have
18 discovered that the forecast for this comng Saturday is
19 100 percent over an inch of rain. So we have spoken to
20 the HSEMA team and we are |ooking at a rain date. So |
21 would like to include that as an option. W haven't
22 made that call yet. W wll be making the cal
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1 tonorrow. But | want to have that option on the permt.

2 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  So what is it -- so

3 what is the rain date, ma' anf

4 MS. YAP:. June 5th. It's going to be a

5 Sunday, June 5th. So we'll have a fighting chance

6 possibly for better weather. It's a cultural festival.

7 As you can see it's a famly friendly activity all day

8 long. We run the festival from10 a.m to 7 p.m, and

9 this is our 11th year. W have a lot of cultural

10 activities and cultural perfornances.

11 The al coholic beverage garden is a snal

12 part of the festival. W are setting it upin a gated

13 area with 30 -- 30 to 60 feet in a rectangul ar shape.

14 It's only there to give a sanpling of the Asian beers

15 that we have to offer. You have to purchase a ticket.

16  Everybody is ticketed, and al so everybody is wi st

17 banded. There's only one entrance in and out. W don't
18 expect a huge crowd. W expect nmaybe a couple hundred

19 people all through the day. W're not known to be able
20 to handl e our alcohol anyways as an ethnic group. So it
21 is an activity that we have at our festival. It's not

22 our feature. We're not a alcohol focused event, but
@der Legal Solutions 888.445.3376 www.olenderreporting.com

A Global Litigation Solutions Company 202.898.1108 Worldwide Coverage


http://www.olenderreporting.com

HEARING 05/18/2016

CULTURAL FESTIVAL 6
1 it's just something that we have every year. And we've
2 been doing it for 11 years. Questions?

3 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Any -- have you had a
4  chance?
5 | NVESTI GATOR PERU: Just give nme a -- just
6 give one second.
7 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  That's why | said
8 have you had a chance. Go ahead, M. Al berti.
9 MR. ALBERTI: So -- so you buy a -- is it
10  just sanples of beer when you go in there?
11 M5. YAP. No. No. It's --
12 MR, ALBERTI: You -- you get a -- you can
13  buy beer?
14 MS. YAP. You have to buy beer
15 unfortunately.
16 MR. ALBERTI: Right. Gkay. So you buy
17 tickets and you exchange those for beer in that tent?
18 MS. YAP. Right. R ght.
19 MR. ALBERTI: kay. And so everyone is --
20 where -- they're IDed at the entrance to the tent?
21 MS. YAP. They're IDed at the entrance. W
22 do not allow under 21 to cone in even to -- it's not
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1 even wist banded. So we don't usually even allow

2 children to come in except for maybe if they're really

3 small babies on the stroller.

4 MR, ALBERTI: Ckay.

5 M5. YAP: But otherw se no.

6 MR. ALBERTI: So yeah. And your application

7 says 300 people. And fromwhat you just told ne |'m
8 assumng that that's 300 people in the beer garden; is
9 that correct?

10 MS. YAP. No. That's 300 peopl e nmaybe al
11 throughout the day. W don't even sell 300 beer.

12 MR ALBERTI: For the -- for the beer tent

13 or for the whole festival?

14 MS. YAP. For the beer tent.

15 MR ALBERTI: For the beer tent. Yeah.
16 MS. YAP. Right.

17 MR. ALBERTI: So just FYl and to help us

18 typically when -- when we get these applications when we

19 say nunber of participants we really nmean for the entire

20  event.

21 MS. YAP: Oh, okay.

22 MR ALBERTI: So -- so that kind of threw
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1 me. | was like boy, you're closing three bl ocks for 300
2 people.

3 MS. YAP. 300 people. That's a very

4  expensive festival, isn't it.

5 MR, ALBERTI: Well, that explains -- that

6 explains why.

7 MS. YAP. Expensive, yeah. So we're talking
8 about --

9 MR, ALBERTI: So how many people do you --
10 MS. YAP. W're tal king about maybe 7,000

11 people all day Iong.

12 MR ALBERTI: Al day long. ay. Geat.
13 MR, SHORT: 3,000 people.

14 MS. YAP: Seven.

15 MR SHORT: 7, 000.

16 MR ALBERTI: 7,000. GOkay. Al right. So

17 on this diagramit doesn't really give nme nmuch detail.

18 MS. YAP. Uh- huh.
19 MR. ALBERTI: So | got the north side of
20  Pennsylvania Avenue. | guess that's the -- is that the

21 curve? 1Is that the curve there on the top? Wat's

22 on --
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1 M5. YAP. On the north side. So the |ayout
2 is actually.

3 MR ALBERTI: Yeah. It doesn't -- it's not
4 avery detailed layout, and that's -- | -- | would Iike
5 anore detailed |ayout.

6 M5. YAP. So --

7 MR ALBERTI: Yeah. That's the sort of

8 thing we --

9 MR. SHORT: That's what we need.

10 MR. ALBERTI: -- would like. In the future

11 that's the sort of thing if you could provide for us,
12 woul d be nuch nore hel pful.
13 MS. YAP. W' ve been doing it this way

14  for -- so okay.

15 MR. ALBERTI: | know, but -- but just --
16 MS. YAP. So we'll put two maps in.
17 MR. ALBERTI: |'mnot faulting you. Just in

18 the future we'd like --
19 MS. YAP. Understood. So the beer garden is

20 one little portion over --

21 MR ALBERTI: Ckay.
22 M5. YAP. One little portion over here on
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1 one side of the street.
MR ALBERTI: Ckay.
M5. YAP: So the rest of it is all the other

tenting and all the other activities.

o A w N

MR ALBERTI: And is it all -- it's al
6 fenced in, the whole --
7 MS. YAP. No. The entire festival is open.

8 The only thing that is fenced in is the beer garden.

9 MR. ALBERTI: Ckay.
10 MS5. YAP: Because it's a free festival.
11 MR ALBERTI: Oh, okay. So how -- howis

12 the beer garden fenced in then?

13 M5. YAP. W use barricades all around.
14 MR ALBERTI: Uh- huh.
15 MS. YAP. So you can't -- you can't cross

16 and you have to go through the entrance.

17 MR. ALBERTI: kay. And how many people

18 wll you have sort of nonitoring the perineter of the
19  beer garden?

20 MS. YAP. W usually -- | think we said six
21  people that we use to check ID, to walk in -- to man

22 the -- the entrance in and out because the flow -- nost
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1 of the day like even that 300 people will get at nmaybe

2 between 3:00 to 5:00,.

3 MR ALBERTI: Right.

4 M5. YAP. So fromlike 10 to 4:00 literally
5 nobody is there.

6 MR. ALBERTI: WII| you have people

7 nonitoring the perimeter to nake sure that no one's

8 handing a beer over to the friend outside?

9 MS. YAP. Yes. Because -- yes. Yes. W do
10  have our volunteers and staff is right around.

11 MR ALBERTI: Okay. | have no further

12 questions. Thank you.

13 MS. YAP: Thank you.

14 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: | nvestigator -- yes,
15 M. Short.

16 MR, SHORT: Good afternoon.
17 MS. YAP: Good afternoon.
18 MR SHORT: Did you go before the Mayor's

19  Special Task Force on this or special events?

20 MS. YAP. Yes.

21 MR. SHORT: Ckay. Good. So | know you had

22 permts -- have a drawng simlar to that.
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1 MS. YAP. Uh- huh.
2 MR. SHORT: Is it possible we could take a
3 look at that draw ng?
4 M5. YAP. Sure. This is what we submt --
5 MR. SHORT: [Ilnaudible 11:33] their

6 conmmttee.
7 M5. YAP. Can | walk up there or I will be

8 t ackl ed down?

9 MR, SHORT: So you have -- you have police,
10 fire. You have all -- all to the governnent?

11 M5. YAP: | have everything. Everything is
12 already -- actually we're permtted through. Qur issue

13 nowis the weather. So we actually have a backtrack.
14  But everybody else's permt, we have already permt

15 through NPD, fire, health, public. Everybody has to

16  sign off.

17 MR, SHORT: Wi did -- who's doing your tent

18 for you at the beer garden? Wo -- are you having a

19 tent?

20 MS. YAP:  Yes.

21 MR, SHORT: Who's providing your tent.

22 MS. YAP. A commercial conpany, Allied
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1 Tents.
2 MR. SHORT: So you have all the permts for
3 it also, correct?
4 MS. YAP. | have the permt for everything.
5 MR, SHORT: Ckay.
6 MS. YAP. DCRA has -- knows every tables and
7 chairs that we have on the streets.
8 MR, SHORT: Thank you. That's all | have,
9 M. Chair. Thank you.
10 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Any ot her questions
11 by any other board nenbers?
12 MS. MLLER | -- | just have a couple.
13 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Yes.
14 M5. MLLER H . Good afternoon.
15 MS. YAP: Good afternoon.
16 MS. MLLER So you've been doing this for
17 11 years?
18 MS. YAP: Yes.
19 M5. MLLER So | was just wondering are you
20 doing anything different this year than you' ve done in
21 the past?
22 MS. YAP: In ternms of the beer garden?
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1 MS. MLLER Primarily, yeah.
2 MS. YAP: Unh-huh. We nade it smaller.
3 MS. MLLER Ckay.
4 MS. YAP: W actually made it snaller
5 because we realize that we have -- our crowd is
6 primarily not a drinking crowmd. But we didn't -- we --
7 we -- previous years we have sponsors and we have to
8 have the beer garden in larger form But then | end up
9 having to drink which | don't really do anyways. So we
10 reduced the size of the beer garden. W want to keep a
11  presence. The festival itself is essentially the sane.
12 W just added additional sort of activities. W have a
13 cooking deno this year. So the difference is that.
14 M5. MLLER kay. And did you have any
15 problenms in the past with the beer garden?
16 M5. YAP. Never. W're one of the nost well
17 behaved festivals in the city wwth ABRA and with the
18 entire HSEMA team W followthe rules to the T, and we
19 understand that it's -- it's actually a safety issue,
20 not to just to be in conpliance. |It's on our part. |If
21 we don't do it well and if there's a hazard, we can't
22 come back. And we fully conprehend that which is why
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1 we're thinking of not doing it on the rain date.

2 MS. MLLER You're thinking of not doing it
3 on the rain date?

4 MS. YAP. Sorry. O not doing it on the

5 rain day.

6 MS. MLLER On a rainy day?

7 M5. YAP. Yeah. No.

8 M5. MLLER Ckay. Good.

9 MS. YAP. Because it's just -- it's just

10  nasty.

11 M5. MLLER Right. Right. Rght. Gkay.

12 So good |uck on that.
13 MS. YAP: | know. Do you -- if anybody has
14 a direct channel to the rain God's, please share. |'m

15 wlling to pay heavily for that.

16 MS. MLLER Thank you, M. Chairnman.
17 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Thank you. Any ot her
18 questions by any of the board nenbers. Inspector Peru,

19 do you have any questions?
20 | NVESTI GATOR PERU:  Yes, | have a couple.

21 So on your application I'mlooking --

22 MS. YAP:. Thank you.
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1 | NVESTI GATOR PERU:.  You wrote the age group
2 attending the event 21 and over. Was that a mstake as
3 well referring to just the summer -- the beer garden?

4 M5. YAP. No. It's only 21 and above t hat

5 can get into the beer garden.

6 | NVESTI GATOR PERU: Correct. But the event

7 is for all ages, correct?

8 M5. YAP. Right. It's afree -- it's a free
9 event.

10 | NVESTI GATOR PERU:  And are you having food

11 at this event?

12 MS. YAP. You have to purchase fromthe food
13  vendor. Yes.

14 | NVESTI GATOR PERU: How many food vendors

15 are you going to have there?

16 M5. YAP. | believe we're at around the mark
17  of 15.

18 | NVESTI GATOR PERU:  15. Is that food trucks
19 or actual vendors with tents set up?

20 MS. YAP. It's a nmix.

21 | NVESTI GATOR PERU: It's a m x.

22 MS. YAP: But it's nostly stand vendors and
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1 less of food -- less food trucks.
2 | NVESTI GATOR PERU.  So for al cohol purchase
3 is it going to be tickets being purchased or cash or how
4  does that transaction --
5 MS. YAP. They have to -- so the mnute they

6 enter we check the ID, and then they have to purchase

7 the ticket before they get to where we sell the --

8 CHAl RPERSON ANDERSON:  Excuse ne, Ms. Yap

9 MS. YAP: Yes.

10 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  You're talking to us.
11 | know -- | know he's asking you the questions. But

12 you're talking to us.

13 MS. YAP. (kay.

14 CHAl RPERSON ANDERSON:  So you have to raise
15 your voice so we can hear.

16 MS. YAP. Got you. So I'mgoing to have to
17 nove ny eye contact back and forth. [It's kind of rude,
18 yeah. Yeah. So we -- when you walk in you get |Ded,
19 and then you have -- the first stop is the ticket

20 station. You have to buy a ticket before you even go

21 past to get a beer.

22 | NVESTI GATOR PERU. Ckay. Let's -- let's
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1  back up sone. So when you -- when | walk up to the
2 event at the main entrance you're saying, right?
3 MS. YAP. At the main entrance you check ID
4 and you have to walk into the garden, and then you can
5 buy a ticket.
6 | NVESTI GATOR PERU: At the main entrance of
7 the beer tent or the main entrance of the event? That's
8 what |'m confused about.
9 MS. YAP. There is no nmain entrance of the
10 event Dbecause the event --
11 | NVESTI GATOR PERU: S0 -- so -- so there's
12 no controlled access point for the event?
13 MS. YAP: No.
14 | NVESTI GATOR PERU: So basically you're
15 saying just -- so you walk into the -- the beer tent,
16 right? | showny ID. Do |l get a wist band? Do | get
17  anything?
18 MS. YAP:. Yeah. So you go back up alittle
19 bit and you see where the table is you have to wal k in.
20 Not that one.
21 | NVESTI GATOR PERU.  Here?
22 MS. YAP. That one. Yes.
@iehaer Legal Solutions B4 T s


http://www.olenderreporting.com

HEARING 05/18/2016

CULTURAL FESTIVAL 19
1 | NVESTI GATOR PERU.  Ckay.
2 MS. YAP. So you walk up -- you get I|Ded
3 before you get your ticket.
4 | NVESTI GATOR PERU. And is there a wi st
5 band process or --
6 MS. YAP. There is a wist band process.
7 | NVESTI GATOR PERU: (kay. So if the -- the
8 patrons are going in and out, they'|ll have wist bands
9 on them--
10 MS. YAP: Yeah.
11 | NVESTI GATOR PERU. -- correct? GCkay. And
12 you're going to have -- you said there's only one
13 entrance to the beer -- the beer garden, correct?
14 MS. YAP:. Uh-huh. Uh-huh.
15 | NVESTI GATOR PERU:  And who -- who's --
16 who's your vendor for alcohol?
17 MS. YAP. You nean where |'mbuying it?
18 Prem um
19 | NVESTI GATOR PERU.  Yes. Premniunf
20 MS. YAP: Uh- hubh.
21 | NVESTI GATOR PERU:  And security | notice
22 you -- you labeled the circles as security personnel.
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1 Is that all the security you're having for the whole
2 event is the six? You say -- you put -- you put
3 security on here, and you have these dots. One, two,
4 three, four, five, six, or the seven dots?
5 MR. ALBERTI: So I think -- | think what the
6 confusionis -- and | was confused about this -- this

7 diagramis just of the beer garden?

8 MS. YAP: Yes.

9 MR. ALBERTI: So that --

10 | NVESTI GATOR PERU. Oh.

11 MR ALBERTI: -- diagramreally is just of
12 the beer garden. It is not for the entire --

13 | NVESTI GATOR PERU: Ch, okay. That --

14  that --

15 MR ALBERTI: -- event. That's the

16 conf usi on.

17 | NVESTI GATOR PERU:  That nakes sense now.

18  Yes.

19 M5. YAP. So that little --

20 | NVESTI GATOR PERU:  Confusing nme as well.

21 MS. YAP: This is here.

22 | NVESTI GATOR PERU: Could | -- could | see
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1 this please? Very -- very confusing. Yes. Yes. (kay.
2 MS. YAP. M apol ogize. W' ve been doing it
3 11 years the same way. So it's like --
4 MR, ALBERTI: And we're easily confused.
5 MS. YAP. |'mnot going to repeat that.
6 MR ALBERTI: | know.
7 | NVESTI GATOR PERU: So show me on this

8 where -- where the beer garden is at. So this diagram

9 is of this area only?

10 M5. YAP. It's all this little area.

11 | NVESTI GATOR PERU.  (Got you.

12 MS. YAP. It's this little square.

13 MR, ALBERTI: It makes a | ot nore sense now.
14 | NVESTI GATOR PERU:  Now it makes sense. So
15 you're going to have six -- seven security in the beer
16 garden alone. |Is that what you're saying?

17 MS. YAP. W have staffing, volunteers, yes.
18 Everybody in -- around and in there.

19 | NVESTI GATOR PERU: \What about for the

20 whole -- is there also security at the event on the

21 out si de?

22 MS. YAP. W actually have NPD
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1 | NVESTI GATOR PERU: Ch, wll be on the
2 streets? Ckay.
3 MS. YAP:. Yeah. W have NPD on the streets.
4  Yes.
5 | NVESTI GATOR PERU:.  Ckay. (kay. Perfect.
6 Ckay. So the alcohol is controlled to this 60 foot
/ area?
8 MS. YAP. This little 60 foot. Yes.
9 | NVESTI GATOR PERU:  CGot you. And that's the
10 only one on there. Ckay.
11 M5. YAP. | wll also be back on a sidebar
12 for H Street. So that one is a different story. This
13 oneis alittle [inaudible 18:10.]
14 | NVESTI GATOR PERU:  And wll -- will there
15  be ABC managers or anybody, people that are TIPS
16 certified al cohol awareness certified working in the --
17 MS. YAP. | do have a beer nanager, yes.
18 | NVESTI GATOR PERU: Ckay. And they --
19 MS. YAP: A licensed.
20 | NVESTI GATOR PERU. -- they have a nanager
21  ABC ABRA |icense?
22 MS. YAP. Yeah. Yeah.
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1 | NVESTI GATOR PERU: Ckay. | think that's

2 it, Chair, | can think of at the nonent.

3 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Thank you, M. Peru.

4 M5. YAP. He will be the only person from 10

5 to 3.

6 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Do we have any

7 other -- are there any questions by any other nenbers?

8 Any final thoughts you want to -- a statenent?

9 MS. YAP. | just want to invite you to cone
10 whether it's the Saturday or the rain date. And | want
11 to make sure that ny rain date can apply to the |icense.
12 MR, ALBERTI: So when will you know?

13 MS. YAP: | wll make the call first thing
14 tonorrow norning

15 MR. ALBERTI: kay. So just -- you just

16 need to notify us here. You can probably even contact |
17  guess the investigator.

18 | NVESTI GATOR PERU.  Sure.

19 MS. YAP. But | get ny license today though?
20 MR. ALBERTI: Yeah. |If -- if we approve.

21 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: | f we approve it.

22 MS. YAP. Right. Sorry. |If | approve,
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1 right. So |l guess | --
2 MR. ALBERTI: | guess we can nmake a notation
3 onit that it mght apply to either day. But you need
4 to -- we need to know. W need to know.
5 MS. YAP. Yes. | wll -- and al so HSEMA
6 wll send an e-mail out. I'Il send one directly, and
7 also they will send out to the whole special task force
8 because --
9 MR. ALBERTI: Ckay.
10 MS. YAP. -- because everybody is affected.
11 | NVESTI GATOR PERU:  Chair, just one nore
12 question. So if you do change the date to June 5th,
13 that Sunday, the same hours you're going to --
14 MS. YAP. Yeah.
15 | NVESTI GATOR PERU: The sane hours for that
16  Sunday?
17 MS. YAP. Yeah.
18 | NVESTI GATOR PERU:  Ckay.
19 MS. YAP. W cannot serve al cohol on Sunday
20 or --
21 | NVESTI GATOR PERU: Ch, no. No.
22 MR. ALBERTI: That's an old |aw.
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1 MS. YAP. That's an old law. Ckay. Yeah.
2 In some states they still do that.
3 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Are there any ot her
4  questions any board menbers? Then I -- | nake a notion
5 that we approve this event for May 21st and that if --
6 pending notification fromthe -- fromthe vendor -- the
7 applicant if -- if -- if they have deci ded to postpone
8 the event because of the weather, that the event be then
9 approved for June 5th, 2016. |Is there a second?
10 MR, SHORT: Second.
11 CHAl RPERSON ANDERSON: M. Short has
12 seconded the notion. Those in favor say aye. [Chorus
13 of ayes]. Those opposed. [No audible response]. Well,
14 nowit's approved.
15 MS. YAP. Now it's approved. Thank you very
16  much.
17 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Thank you.
18 MR. ALBERTI: Thank you and good |uck. And
19 I'mhoping for dry weather that day.
20 MS. YAP. It doesn't look Iike it right now
21 | NVESTI GATOR PERU: Can | keep this, or do
22  you need this one?
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1 M5. YAP. Can | take it?
2 | NVESTI GATOR PERU:  Sure that's fine. Ckay.
3 That's fine.
4 MS. YAP. | have to go [inaudible 20:48].
5 HSEMA Thank you.
6 CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  We're off the record

7 until our 2:30.
8 (Wher eupon the above-entitled matter was

9 concl uded.)
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