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19· ·D.C. 20009.
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·1· · · · · · · · · · P R O C E E D I N G S

·2

·3· · · · · · · ·MS FLETCHER:· Would the parties in the

·4· ·matter of Betty's GoJo -- Betty's GoJo please come

·5· ·forward.· Any parties in the matter of Betty's GoJo?

·6· ·This is Case Number 16-PRO-00066, Betty GoJo Restaurant

·7· ·trading as Betty's GoJo, 7616 Georgia Avenue NW, License

·8· ·Number ABRA-102500.· This is a Retailer Class CR new

·9· ·application.· The protest issues are adverse impact on

10· ·real property values.

11· · · · · · · ·My name is Laverne Fletcher.· I'm conducting

12· ·the roll call hearing as The Board's agent pursuant to

13· ·DC Official Code 1601.2.· Introductions beginning with

14· ·the applicant.

15· · · · · · · ·MR. GESESSE:· Messay Gesesse, M-E-S-S-A-Y,

16· ·G-E-S-E-S-S-E, Messay Gesesse.

17· · · · · · · ·MS. FLETCHER:· Okay.· Could -- can you --

18· ·can you say that one more time and spell it for me

19· ·please.

20· · · · · · · ·MR. GESESSE:· Okay.· First name Messay,

21· ·M-E-S-S-A-Y.· Last name G-E-S-E-S-S-E.

22· · · · · · · ·MS. FLETCHER:· Okay.· Thank you.· And your
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·1· ·name, ma'am?

·2· · · · · · · ·MS. ETANA:· B-E-K-E-L-E-C-H.

·3· · · · · · · ·MS. FLETCHER:· B-E-K-E --

·4· · · · · · · ·MS. ETANA:· L-E-C-H.

·5· · · · · · · ·MS. FLETCHER:· L-E-T-H?

·6· · · · · · · ·MS. ETANA:· No, C-H.

·7· · · · · · · ·MS. FLETCHER:· L-E-T-H?

·8· · · · · · · ·MS. ETANA:· C.

·9· · · · · · · ·MS. FLETCHER:· C-H.· Thank you.· And is that

10· ·the first or the last name?

11· · · · · · · ·MS. ETANA:· The first name.· Last name

12· ·Etana, E-T-A-N-A.

13· · · · · · · ·MS. FLETCHER:· What was the first.

14· · · · · · · ·MS. ETANA:· E-T-A-N-A.

15· · · · · · · ·MS. FLETCHER:· E-T-A --

16· · · · · · · ·MS. ETANA:· N-A.

17· · · · · · · ·MS. FLETCHER:· N-A.· Thank you.· Present on

18· ·behalf of the Shepherd Park Citizens Association.

19· · · · · · · ·MR. ATKINS:· Yes.· My name is Edmund Atkins,

20· ·E-D -- excuse me -- E-D-M-U-N-D, A-T-K-I-N-S.· I have an

21· ·e-mail designating me as --

22· · · · · · · ·MS. FLETCHER:· I have a copy of it.· Thank
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·1· ·you.· It's in the records.

·2· · · · · · · ·MR. ATKINS:· Oh, okay.

·3· · · · · · · ·MS. FLETCHER:· Yes.· Thank you very much.

·4· · · · · · · ·MR. ATKINS:· Thank you.

·5· · · · · · · ·MS. FLETCHER:· Mr. Atkins --

·6· · · · · · · ·MR. ATKINS:· Yes.

·7· · · · · · · ·MS. FLETCHER:· -- the Shepherd Park Citizens

·8· ·Association held a meeting regarding protesting the

·9· ·application?

10· · · · · · · ·MR. ATKINS:· Yes.· I'm the designated

11· ·representative of Mark Patterson who's the president of

12· ·our citizens association.· As a member of the board and

13· ·a long time resident and property owner of Shepherd Park

14· ·I'm pleased to report that we have reached an agreement

15· ·with the owners of -- of Betty's.· While the agreement

16· ·does not include everything that we wanted, we do

17· ·believe that it provides a framework for rigorous

18· ·enforcement of applicable DC laws and regulations.

19· ·Thank you very much for the opportunity to speak with

20· ·you today.

21· · · · · · · ·MS. FLETCHER:· The settlement agreement that

22· ·you that you're referring to, has it already been signed
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·1· ·by both parties or are you still working on it?

·2· · · · · · · ·MR. ATKINS:· It has been signed by both

·3· ·parties.

·4· · · · · · · ·MR. GESESSE:· It has been signed.

·5· · · · · · · ·MS. FLETCHER:· Its already been signed?· Did

·6· ·you want to submit that today or at a later day?

·7· · · · · · · ·MR. GESESSE:· Today.

·8· · · · · · · ·MR. ATKINS:· We can submit it today.

·9· · · · · · · ·MS. FLETCHER:· It's up to you.

10· · · · · · · ·MR. GESESSE:· We would like to submit it

11· ·today.

12· · · · · · · ·MS. FLETCHER:· I'll take it if you --

13· ·whatever.· If you have it, I'll take it.

14· · · · · · · ·MR. ATKINS:· We would like to retain a

15· ·signed copy for ourselves.

16· · · · · · · ·MS. FLETCHER:· Because you have the original

17· ·there?

18· · · · · · · ·MR. ATKINS:· I do.

19· · · · · · · ·MS. FLETCHER:· Oh, I see.· So you just need

20· ·a copy of it?

21· · · · · · · ·MR. ATKINS:· Yeah.

22· · · · · · · ·MS. FLETCHER:· Yeah.· Well, I can go make
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·1· ·one.· So I'll leave that up to you.

·2· · · · · · · ·MR. ATKINS:· Well, each one of us has an

·3· ·original, and I have another one.· We -- we can sign it

·4· ·and put the date that we signed the original on it.

·5· · · · · · · ·MS. FLETCHER:· Well, you can -- if you -- if

·6· ·you want, you can leave it today.· I've made a note that

·7· ·you have reached one.

·8· · · · · · · ·MR. GESESSE:· Yeah.

·9· · · · · · · ·MS. FLETCHER:· I'll let you work out the

10· ·logistics.· But just for the record the Shepherd Park

11· ·Citizens Association does not appear to have held a

12· ·meeting where you were invited.· Were you invited to a

13· ·seven-day meeting -- were you given seven-day notice of

14· ·a meeting held by the association regarding the protest

15· ·of your application?

16· · · · · · · ·MR. GESESSE:· On the original protest, no.

17· · · · · · · ·MS. FLETCHER:· So, Mr. Atkins, do you know

18· ·whether or not that notice was ever given, the seven-day

19· ·notice of the meeting held?

20· · · · · · · ·MR. ATKINS:· I don't know.

21· · · · · · · ·MS. FLETCHER:· So for the purpose of the

22· ·roll call hearing I'm going to dismiss the Shepherd Park
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·1· ·Citizens Association because they're required to give

·2· ·you at least a seven-day notice of a meeting that they

·3· ·hold regarding protesting your application.· You've got

·4· ·a settlement agreement already.· And so the association

·5· ·may not choose to seek reinstatement because you

·6· ·resolved the matter already.

·7· · · · · · · ·MR. ATKINS:· Yes.· We -- we don't want to --

·8· ·we resolved the matter already.· But we still would like

·9· ·to have the input on other developments, on other

10· ·license applications as they arise in our neighborhood.

11· · · · · · · ·MS. FLETCHER:· Okay.· So as they -- as those

12· ·establishments are placarded you intend to protest each

13· ·one?

14· · · · · · · ·MR. ATKINS:· Maybe.

15· · · · · · · ·MS. FLETCHER:· Well, if you do, make sure

16· ·that you -- the meeting that you hold to vote or discuss

17· ·the protest of the application, be sure to give the

18· ·establishment at least a seven-day notice of that

19· ·meeting and give them an opportunity to attend that

20· ·meeting.· That's a requirement.

21· · · · · · · ·MR. ATKINS:· Okay.· That said, even though

22· ·we -- we were not aware of that --
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·1· · · · · · · ·MS. FLETCHER:· Uh-huh.

·2· · · · · · · ·MR. ATKINS:· -- we have -- obviously we've

·3· ·been meeting with them on a regular and frequent basis,

·4· ·you know, since that time.· That's how we were able to

·5· ·negotiate and --

·6· · · · · · · ·MS. FLETCHER:· Exactly.

·7· · · · · · · ·MR. ATKINS: -- you know, provide the

·8· ·amicable agreement.· So going forward now that we know

·9· ·the regulations I am certain that -- that we will abide

10· ·by it --

11· · · · · · · ·MS. FLETCHER:· Right.

12· · · · · · · ·MR. ATKINS:· -- just as we expect them to

13· ·abide by all the -- the relevant laws and regulations

14· ·pertaining to the DC government.

15· · · · · · · ·MS. FLETCHER:· The association is going to

16· ·receive an order from the ABC Board dismissing the

17· ·application.· So the association will have an option, if

18· ·they choose, to seek reinstatement of the application or

19· ·not.· You have a settlement agreement already which you

20· ·can submit to The Board for approval.· Even though

21· ·the -- even though the protest is dismissed, you can

22· ·still submit the settlement agreement with all this.
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·1· ·That will be up to you.

·2· · · · · · · ·MR. GESESSE:· Question here, The Board is

·3· ·going to meet this Wednesday if my understanding is

·4· ·correct?

·5· · · · · · · ·MS. FLETCHER:· Yes.

·6· · · · · · · ·MR. GESESSE:· Is there anything that's at

·7· ·this point precluding The Board from looking at our

·8· ·application?

·9· · · · · · · ·MS. FLETCHER:· Well, if you have your

10· ·settlement agreement there, it's possible that if -- if

11· ·you submit it today, that the settlement agreement would

12· ·be placed on the Board's agenda for review this coming

13· ·Wednesday.

14· · · · · · · ·MR. GESESSE:· Okay.

15· · · · · · · ·MS. FLETCHER:· There is that possibility if

16· ·you want to submit it now or today.

17· · · · · · · ·MR. GESESSE:· Yes.

18· · · · · · · ·MS. FLETCHER:· It's a possibility that they

19· ·can review it on Wednesday.

20· · · · · · · ·MR. GESESSE:· Okay.

21· · · · · · · ·MS. FLETCHER:· They meet every Wednesday.

22· · · · · · · ·MR. GESESSE:· Okay.· Shall we submit it to

http://www.olenderreporting.com


·1· ·you?

·2· · · · · · · ·MS. FLETCHER:· You can give it to me if you

·3· ·like.

·4· · · · · · · ·MR. GESESSE:· Okay.

·5· · · · · · · ·MS. FLETCHER:· I will give it to the general

·6· ·counsel.

·7· · · · · · · ·MR. ATKINS:· This is the only copy that I

·8· ·have.· I didn't -- I didn't --

·9· · · · · · · ·MR. GESESSE:· I'll have to copy -- I have a

10· ·copy so I'll give you a copy.

11· · · · · · · ·MR. ATKINS:· Exactly.· I Would like to keep

12· ·the original.

13· · · · · · · ·MR. GESESSE:· Yeah.· I'll submit -- yeah.

14· ·I'll submit this and we can another one.· So let me put

15· ·the date as today.

16· · · · · · · ·MR. ATKINS:· Put Saturday's date.

17· · · · · · · ·MR. GESESSE:· Saturday's date.

18· · · · · · · ·MR. ATKINS:· The 25th.

19· · · · · · · ·MR. GESESSE:· The 25th.· Okay.

20· · · · · · · ·MS. FLETCHER:· And you'll receive another

21· ·copy of it.· If the Board approves it, you're going to

22· ·get a board order approving it, and a copy of that will

http://www.olenderreporting.com


·1· ·attached to The Board order.· Thank you.

·2· · · · · · · ·MR. GESESSE:· Thank you.

·3· · · · · · · ·MR. ATKINS:· Do you have a copy?

·4· · · · · · · ·MR. GESESSE:· Yes.

·5· · · · · · · ·MR. ATKINS:· I'll -- so I'll just keep our.

·6· · · · · · · ·MS. FLETCHER:· Okay.· So I'll give this to

·7· ·the general counsel and --

·8· · · · · · · ·MR. ATKINS:· So Ms. -- Ms. Fletcher, how

·9· ·will we know whether we should be here or not on

10· ·Wednesday since we already have a --

11· · · · · · · ·MS. FLETCHER:· Well, you won't come -- on

12· ·Wednesday when the Board meets it's not a hearing for

13· ·you.· It's just a meeting that they hold to deliberate

14· ·on documents like this.· So you -- it's not a hearing.

15· ·It's a meeting that they hold.

16· · · · · · · ·MR. ATKINS:· They don't need any input?

17· · · · · · · ·MS. FLETCHER:· They don't need any input.

18· ·No.· They're just going to be -- they're going to just

19· ·review this and approve it.· If they -- if there's some

20· ·provisions in here that they want to come out or believe

21· ·should come out, they'll let you know.· And if you will

22· ·be in agreement with those deletions, then they would
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·1· ·approve it.· But they'll just look at the document.· You

·2· ·don't need to come.

·3· · · · · · · ·MR. ATKINS:· Okay.

·4· · · · · · · ·MS. FLETCHER:· And they'll let you know the

·5· ·results.

·6· · · · · · · ·MR. ATKINS:· Pardon?

·7· · · · · · · ·MS. FLETCHER:· They'll let you know the

·8· ·results of their -- of their meeting.

·9· · · · · · · ·MR. ATKINS:· So like in writing or an e-mail

10· ·or --

11· · · · · · · ·MS. FLETCHER:· I'm not sure right now if

12· ·they call you, but you can call in on Thursday.

13· · · · · · · ·MR. ATKINS:· Call Thursday?

14· · · · · · · ·MS. FLETCHER:· Call on Thursday.· Our card

15· ·is on the table.· Just call --

16· · · · · · · ·MR. ATKINS:· Yeah.· I have one.

17· · · · · · · ·MS. FLETCHER:· Just call the main number and

18· ·ask to speak to the general counsel.

19· · · · · · · ·MR. ATKINS:· The general counsel?

20· · · · · · · ·MS. FLETCHER:· That's Martha Jenkins,

21· ·M-A-R-T-H-A, J-E-N-K-I-N-S.· So call on Thursday

22· ·afternoon and ask her, and she'll let you know.
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·1· · · · · · · ·MR. ATKINS:· Well, thank you so much.

·2· · · · · · · ·MS. FLETCHER:· Okay.· Well, you're welcome.

·3· ·Anything else?

·4· · · · · · · ·MR. ATKINS:· I mean this is pretty standard

·5· ·so you don't anticipate any issues [inaudible 20:20]?

·6· · · · · · · ·MS. FLETCHER:· Yeah.· The Board -- if -- if

·7· ·the Board reviews this and there are provisions in here

·8· ·that The Board doesn't have a jurisdiction over, they'll

·9· ·let you know.· You'll get an e-mail from the general

10· ·counsel's office telling you we reviewed the settlement

11· ·agreement and they'll recommend what you take out.· And

12· ·if you agree to those things, then it will -- the Board

13· ·will approve the agreement.

14· · · · · · · ·MR. ATKINS:· All right.

15· · · · · · · ·MS. FLETCHER:· It may be fine the way it is.

16· · · · · · · ·MR. GESESSE:· Okay.· What do we have to do

17· ·from our side to --

18· · · · · · · ·MS. FLETCHER:· Nothing.· Nothing.

19· · · · · · · ·MR. GESESSE:· -- to see -- to make sure that

20· ·--

21· · · · · · · ·MS. FLETCHER:· Just call Thursday.

22· · · · · · · ·MR. GESESSE:· Thursday?

http://www.olenderreporting.com


·1· · · · · · · ·MS. FLETCHER:· Call Thursday afternoon and

·2· ·speak with the general counsel --

·3· · · · · · · ·MR. GESESSE:· Okay.

·4· · · · · · · ·MS. FLETCHER:· -- or her office and find out

·5· ·The Board's -- check and see if this went on the Board's

·6· ·agenda first.

·7· · · · · · · ·MR. GESESSE:· Okay.

·8· · · · · · · ·MS. FLETCHER:· And if it did, she can let

·9· ·you know The Board's result.

10· · · · · · · ·MR. GESESSE:· Okay.· How about like knowing

11· ·that it's going to be on the Board agenda this -- this

12· ·Wednesday?· Is there any way that --

13· · · · · · · ·MS. FLETCHER:· You can call Martha Jenkins

14· ·tomorrow morning.

15· · · · · · · ·MR. GESESSE:· Okay.

16· · · · · · · ·MS. FLETCHER:· And ask her if this is going

17· ·to be on the Board's agenda Wednesday.

18· · · · · · · ·MR. GESESSE:· Okay.

19· · · · · · · ·MR. ATKINS:· Okay.· All right.· Thank you

20· ·very much.· Martha Jenkins.

21· · · · · · · ·MS. FLETCHER:· Uh-huh.· Yeah.· Just call the

22· ·main number.· Thank you.
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·1· · · · · · · ·This roll call hearing is concluded.· Thank

·2· ·you.

·3· · · · · · · ·MR. GESESSE:· Sorry?

·4· · · · · · · ·MS. FLETCHER:· I said the roll call hearing

·5· ·is concluded.· Thank you.

·6· · · · · · · ·(Whereupon the above-entitled matter was

·7· ·concluded.)
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