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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

+ + + + +

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL BOARD

+ + + + +

MEETING

þ---------------------------»

IN THE MATTER OF:           :

Travis A. Reeves            :Fact Finding

                            :Hearing

                            :               

                            :                

                            :

þ---------------------------¼

              December 12, 2012

           The Alcoholic Beverage Control

Board met in Alcoholic Beverage Control

Hearing Room, Reeves Building, 2000 14th

Street, N.W., Washington, D.C., Ruthanne

Miller, Chairperson, presiding.

PRESENT

RUTHANNE MILLER, Chairperson

NICK ALBERTI, Member

DONALD BROOKS, Member

MIKE SILVERSTEIN, Member

HERMAN JONES, Member
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1             P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

2                                   11:08 a.m.

3            CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  Is Mr.

4 Reeves here?  Okay.

5            Okay, Mr. Reeves, will you come to

6 the table, please?

7            And, if no one else is involved on

8 this case, is anybody else here for this case?

9            It's a Fact Finding case, and it's

10 a personnel issue. So, I would request that

11 others could step out of the hearing room for

12 this case.

13            I'm just going to say for the

14 record that I've asked that the hearing room

15 be cleared, in accordance with the Open

16 Meetings Amendment Act, which allows us to

17 have a closed meeting for purposes of

18 considering personnel, or criminal histories,

19 or matters that are of personal nature.

20            Okay.  Hi, Mr. Reeves.  Did you

21 sign in?

22            MR. REEVES:  Yes.
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1            CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  You did sign

2 in already.  Okay.  I just want to look at my

3 notes.

4            I know that you have applied for

5 an ABC Manager position.

6            MR. REEVES:  Yes.

7            CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  And,

8 there were a couple things in your -- or

9 something in your criminal history records

10 which gave us pause, and that's why we are

11 calling you here today, so you can have a

12 chance to address them, because when we make

13 a determination for this position we have to

14 consider your history, your character, since

15 you are dealing with alcohol here.

16            Okay. Let's see.  Can you just

17 summarize, by any chance, I do have notes on

18 this, but I'd like to hear your

19 characterization of your criminal record.  I

20 believe you have driving under the influence,

21 and felony destruction of property.

22            MR. REEVES:  No, ma'am.
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1            CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  No, not that?

2 Okay.

3            MR. REEVES:  I do not have any

4 felonies on my record.

5            CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  Do you

6 have a misdemeanor related to destruction of

7 property?

8            MR. REEVES:  Yes.

9            CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.

10            MR. REEVES:  I was 23 or 24.

11            CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Can you talk

12 into your mic -- is it on?

13            MR. REEVES:  Sorry.

14            CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  It should be

15 green.

16            MR. REEVES:  The light is on.

17            MEMBER ALBERTI:  You can pull it

18 towards you if you want.

19            MR. REEVES:  Oh, okay.

20            The destruction of property was a

21 misdemeanor.

22            CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.
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1            MR. REEVES:  When I was, I

2 believe, 23 or 24.

3            CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Can you speak

4 a little louder?

5            MEMBER ALBERTI:  Just leave it,

6 just talk up a little bit.

7            MR. REEVES:  Oh.  When I was 23 or

8 24, I can't remember which, I broke a window.

9            CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  You broke a

10 window?

11            MR. REEVES:  Right.

12            CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  And, how old

13 are you now?

14            MR. REEVES:  Thirty.

15            CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Thirty. 

16 Okay.

17            How did you break the window?

18            MR. REEVES:  With a rock.

19            CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  I mean, you

20 threw it at somebody's house, or a business,

21 or what?

22            MR. REEVES:  It was a car.
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1            CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  A car?

2            MR. REEVES:  Yes.

3            CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  And, why did

4 you do that?

5            MR. REEVES:  I was drunk.

6            CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  You were

7 drunk?

8            MR. REEVES:  Yes, ma'am.

9            CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  How

10 about driving under the influence?

11            MR. REEVES:  I was -- it's a

12 Virginia DUI.  I was -- I got drunk and drove

13 home, and got caught.  I mean, there's no

14 excuse for it, it was dumb.

15            CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  So, did you

16 have a lot of blood -- I mean, a lot of

17 alcohol in your blood?  I mean, were you very

18 drunk?

19            MR. REEVES:  I want to say it was

20 .12, .13 or something. I was well over the

21 limit, yes, ma'am.

22            CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  And, did you
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1 -- what were your penalties for those two

2 offenses?

3            MR. REEVES:  15 days in jail for

4 the DUI.  The -- I think the breaking the

5 window was just probation, maybe a fine,

6 obviously, paying for the window.

7            CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  And, when was

8 the DUI?

9            MR. REEVES:  The DUI was October

10 11th, it will be 14th months on Friday.

11            CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  And, did you

12 serve jail time?

13            MR. REEVES:  Yes, ma'am, 15 days.

14            CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  You did, you

15 served it.  Okay.

16            And, did you completed an alcohol

17 safety program?

18            MR. REEVES:  Yes, ma'am.

19            CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  How was that?

20 Did you get anything out of that program?

21            MR. REEVES:  Yes.  I mean, I just

22 finished my ASAP classes, it's ten weeks, and
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1 it just ended this Monday, and I stopped

2 drinking several months before it started.

3            So, I mean, it was educational,

4 but I didn't go to like AA meetings or

5 anything like that, along with -- since I had

6 already stopped drinking.

7            CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Were you an

8 alcoholic?

9            MR. REEVES:  What's that?

10            CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Were you an

11 alcoholic?

12            MR. REEVES:  Yes, ma'am.

13            CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  And, you

14 stopped drinking two months ago?

15            MR. REEVES:  No, no.  I said

16 several months before it started.  I haven't

17 drank since the last time I got arrested with

18 the DUI.  Part of my jail sentence was served

19 over weekends, and the Friday that I was to go

20 turn myself in for my final weekend I found

21 out my wife was pregnant. And, suddenly, it

22 wasn't so fun anymore.  So, I just can't
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1 drink.  If I continue to drink, I'll continue

2 to get in trouble.

3            CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  So, you

4 stopped for 14 months or so, is that right?

5            MR. REEVES:  That's right.

6            CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  And,

7 you don't go to AA or anything, you just

8 stopped?

9            MR. REEVES:  Yes.

10            CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  Is

11 there anything else that you do that helps you

12 to refrain from drinking?

13            MR. REEVES:  Well, I have a two-

14 week old baby at home, so I'm busy.  I have

15 two jobs, and when I'm home I don't have time

16 to even drink there.

17            CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay. And,

18 what are your two jobs?

19            MR. REEVES:  The one that I'm

20 applying for the license for is at Dixie

21 Liquor in Georgetown, like right at the Key

22 Bridge.  And, on the weekends, I mean for
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1 probably ten years now on the weekends, I've

2 worked security at bars.  Right now I work in

3 Adams Morgan.

4            CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  So, is it a

5 temptation at all for you to drink being

6 around all these alcohol establishments in

7 your job?

8            MR. REEVES:  It is, I mean, I see

9 my friends doing it still, but, I mean, it's

10 just, I can't.  That's it.  I can't control

11 it, so I can't do it.

12            CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  Okay.

13            MR. REEVES:  Some people can, and

14 I can't.

15            CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  All right. 

16 Other questions?

17            Mr. Alberti?

18            MEMBER ALBERTI:  Mr. Reeves, where

19 in Adams Morgan are you working on the

20 weekends?

21            MR. REEVES:  It's called now -- it

22 changes names quite often, now it's called
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1 Shenanigans.

2            MEMBER ALBERTI:  Shenanigans?

3            MR. REEVES:  Yes, sir.

4            MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay.  And, let's

5 go back to the DUI, that day, that evening. 

6 What precipitated it, where were you?  Were

7 you partying?  Were you at a bar?  Where were

8 you?

9            MR. REEVES:  I went out to a bar,

10 Sign of the Whale on M Street, and I wasn't

11 planning on being there except for a few

12 minutes to see some friends, and ended up

13 staying, and had my truck there. And, did the

14 -- it was dumb, got in my truck and drove

15 home.  At that time I was living in

16 Alexandria, and I got stopped in Arlington.

17            MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay.  I have no

18 other questions at this point.

19            CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.

20            MEMBER ALBERTI:  Thank you.

21            CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  Mr.

22 Brooks?
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1            MEMBER BROOKS:  Yes, thank you,

2 Madam Chair.

3            Do you have a driver's license

4 now?

5            MR. REEVES:  Yes, sir.

6            MEMBER BROOKS:  So, your driver's

7 license has not been suspended?

8            MR. REEVES:  It was suspended in

9 Virginia.

10            MEMBER BROOKS:  In Virginia.

11            MR. REEVES:  Correct.

12            MEMBER BROOKS:  So, you have a

13 license in D.C., is that what you are saying?

14            MR. REEVES:  I now live in

15 Maryland, that's where my license is.  It's

16 suspended in Virginia.  As of Monday when I

17 finished my ASAP now I can get my restricted. 

18 If I was still like working in Virginia, I

19 guess, I could drive to and from work there,

20 once I go and apply for my restricted license

21 there.

22            MEMBER BROOKS:  Okay.  So, your
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1 driver's license is suspended in Virginia, but

2 you live in Maryland, is that what you are

3 saying?

4            MR. REEVES:  Yes, sir.

5            MEMBER BROOKS:  And, you have a

6 Maryland license.

7            MR. REEVES:  Maryland driver's

8 license.

9            MEMBER BROOKS:  Okay.

10            MR. REEVES:  As of right now, I'm

11 not allowed to drive in Virginia, until I go

12 do the paperwork.  I think that's only if I

13 was to get a job in Virginia, I could drive to

14 work with that.

15            MEMBER BROOKS:  And, you are

16 working now at Shenanigans part time, as,

17 what, a doorman?

18            MR. REEVES:  Yes, sir, on Fridays

19 and Saturdays.

20            MEMBER BROOKS:  Okay.  And, you

21 are working at Dixie Liquors now also?

22            MR. REEVES:  Yes, sir, that's in
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1 Georgetown.

2            MEMBER BROOKS:  Okay.  No, I'm

3 just wondering if it's a good idea to -- I

4 know jobs are hard to find, but to continue to

5 be engaged in the liquor business, one way or

6 the other, and having an issue with drinking,

7 if that's a good idea for you.

8            MR. REEVES:  It's probably not the

9 best option, but it's the only one I've got

10 right now.  

11            My wife is at home with a baby,

12 and I can't afford to quit either one of them,

13 let alone both of them.

14            MEMBER BROOKS:  Thank you, Madam

15 Chair.

16            CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  You are

17 welcome.

18            Others?

19            Am I correct to assume that you

20 certainly wouldn't be allowed to drink on the

21 job.

22            MR. REEVES:  No, at either one of
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1 them I'm not allowed to drink, and that's kind

2 of almost a saving grace now, because my only

3 day off is Sunday, and I'm home with the baby.

4            So, I just don't have the chance,

5 and that makes it a little easier.

6            CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  I just have a

7 few other questions.

8            You know, if there is a concern it

9 would be, you know, that you would fall back

10 into drinking, right?

11            MR. REEVES:  Absolutely.

12            CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  So, is there

13 a reason why you don't go to AA, or someplace

14 like that?

15            MR. REEVES:  I just haven't needed

16 it.  I don't -- I mean, I don't know exactly

17 what it's like, because I've never been.  But,

18 from what I see of it like on TV, I just don't

19 think it's for me.  I've gone and made it over

20 a year now, so I don't think I'm going to need

21 it.

22            CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  All
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1 right.

2            Any other questions?

3            Give us a minute.  

4            (Whereupon, at 11:23 a.m., a

5 discussion off the record until 11:23 a.m.)

6            CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  All right. 

7 Is there anything else you wanted to tell us,

8 with respect to us considering your

9 application?

10            MR. REEVES:  No, ma'am.

11            CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  I

12 guess at this point then, I would be prepared

13 to make a motion to approve the application,

14 based on the representation that we heard

15 today, that, primarily, being that you haven't

16 been drinking for 14 months, and are committed

17 to not drinking, and have two jobs that you

18 are holding right now, and a baby.

19            Okay.  So, the motion would be to

20 approve.

21            Do I have a second?

22            MEMBER ALBERTI:  Second.
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1            CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Mr. Jones, I

2 just made a motion to approve.

3            MEMBER JONES:  I heard.

4            CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  We

5 haven't voted yet.  If there's anything you

6 want to say or ask before we vote?

7            MEMBER JONES:  No, ma'am.

8            CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  Who

9 seconded the motion?

10            MEMBER ALBERTI:  I did.

11            CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  So,

12 the motion has been seconded by Mr. Alberti.

13            All those in favor say aye.

14            (Ayes.)

15            CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  All those

16 opposed?

17            MEMBER JONES:  No.

18            CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  All those

19 abstaining?

20            The vote is 4:1:0 to approve.

21            So, okay, we will be signing off

22 on your application.



202-234-4433
Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.

Page 18

1            MEMBER ALBERTI:  Do we have the

2 original?

3            CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Yes, right

4 here.

5            MEMBER ALBERTI:  Mr. Reeves,

6 congratulations on your newborn.

7            MR. REEVES:  Thank you very much.

8            MEMBER ALBERTI:  And, be careful. 

9 that's a real hot spot there.

10            CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  If you can

11 wait one second.

12            MEMBER ALBERTI:  He can actually

13 go to the front counter, right?

14            CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Yes.

15            MEMBER ALBERTI:  You can go to the

16 service counter, and they'll have it for you

17 in a few moments.  So, just wait out there.

18            CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Yes, you can

19 tell them.

20            (Whereupon, the above-entitled

21 matter was concluded at 11:23 a.m.)

22
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