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P-ROCEEDI-NGS

(2:10 p.m)

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  So let's go
to our Fact-Finding Hearing. GCkay. So now we
are at Shemali's. |s soneone here for
Shemal i's? Okay. Shenmli's, the address
provi ded was maybe 3306 W sconsin Avenue,
N. W, License No. 70233, in ANGC 3C

If you would introduce yourself
for the record?

M5. CHEMALI: Getta Chemali. I'm
t he owner of Shemali's Pub.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: | mi ssed
exactly your |ast nane is.

MS. CHEMALI: Oh.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Yes, there is
t he m ke.

MS. CHEMALI: Al right. It's
Getta Chemali. |'mthe owner of Shemali's.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay. So |I'm
not exactly sure what correspondence was sent

to you, but the reason that we called you in
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IS you have had a license in safekeeping for
a long tine.

M5. CHEMALI: Since 2001.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: 2001

MS. CHEMALI :  Yes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  That's what |
t hought .

MS. CHEMALI :  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  So and if |I'm
not correct, that's when the G ant devel opnent
was happeni ng on Wsconsin Avenue?

M5. CHEMALI: Yes, right.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  And you had
to | eave that |ocation?

M5. CHEMALI: W had to |eave. W
still had five years left on our |ease and
they told us when we cone back, they give us
$32 square foot to go back. So now they just
finished 13 years later and they want $150 per
square foot. So, obviously, we are not going
to go back. | cannot afford to pay $150 for

that. So I'mlooking for --
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CHAl RPERSON M LLER  What was the

price they said before?

MS. CHEMALI: $32.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  $32? And the
price they said to you now is $150?

M5. CHEMALI: $150, yes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

M5. CHEMALI: So now |'m | ocat ed
on 3301 New Mexico Avenue and it's inside the
mal | and they have a liquor store there. So
| cannot put ny license there. So |I'm | ooking
for another place to rent, so | can use ny
i cense.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  CGkay. So
that's the question because you have a C ass
B License, right?

MS. CHEMALI :  Yes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Yes. And
they are limted.

MS. CHEMALI :  Yes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  And so we

don't want people to just sit on themfor

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

202-234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Page 5

years and years.

MB. CHEMALI: Okay.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  And
under stand your circunstances.

MS. CHEMALI :  Yes.

CHAIl RPERSON M LLER:  But why are
you | ooking now to nove? |Is it because you
t hought you were going to be going back to the
G ant ?

MS. CHEMALI :  Yes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Oh.

M5. CHEMALI: And they just told
us like three nonths ago they said if you want
to conme back, it could be $150. That's why.
| have a real estate agent who is | ooking for
me to have for a place.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:.  Ckay.

M5. CHEMALI: For a new pl ace,
yes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.
guess this is maybe -- |'mjust curious, but

you haven't used a liquor license in 13 years,
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but you do want to use it now?

M5. CHEMALI: | would |love to use
it, yes.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Yes.

M5. CHEMALI: |If not, like I can
sell it.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Yes.

M5. CHEMALI: That's what they are
telling ne.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  Ri ght.

M5. CHEMALI: | have already paid
$17,000 for the fees in these 13 years.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  Ri ght.

M5. CHEMALI: So it's I'mgoing --
I would love to use it if | can find a place
away from school and away fromthe church, so
it's all set. Yes, that's why | need to
extend it.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. kay.
Al right. Ohers?

MEMBER ALBERTI: [|'msorry, | was

alittle distracted. So can we go through the
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time line again? So starting in 2001 you
cl osed, right?

MS. CHEMALI :  Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Wy did you cl ose
in 20017?

M5. CHEMALI: The landlord, G ant,
decided to build a Super@ ant.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay.

M5. CHEMALI: So they noved al
the tenants out. That G ant was the |andlord
where we were.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. They noved
all the tenants out, okay.

MS. CHEMALI: And they said it
wll be for one to two years until they
rebuild the whole thing. They just finished
2014. I n Novenber they just opened.

MEMBER ALBERTI : Ckay.

M5. CHEMALI: So we have been
waiting for themto go back. And now the
prices they are asking are |ike per square

foot is $150. So we cannot afford to go back
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where we were.

MEMBER ALBERTI: So did you have
the Right of First Refusal to go back?

M5. CHEMALI: |'msorry?

MEMBER ALBERTI: Did you have a
Ri ght of First Refusal to go back into the
space?

M5. CHEMALI: We did have a | ease
wth them W have everything, but the
conpany got sold three tines, so the new --
like it was owned by Stop and Shop. They the
owners fromGant. So now the new owners they
want -- they don't honor the agreenent we had
with the old G ant.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. So | nean,
this is along tine, 13 years.

M5. CHEMALI: 13 years, yes, sSir.

MEMBER ALBERTI: And you were
going to wait to go back into the sane spot
for 13 years?

M5. CHEMALI: Yes, because once we

got like a different spot, it wll be bigger,
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nicer location. [It's the sanme |ocation, but
they built a shopping center, so that's why we
were going to go back.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Have you been
operating --

M5. CHEMALI: Yes, we have been
operating on New Mexico Avenue, but w thout a
I iquor |icense.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Wthout a |iquor

i cense.

M5. CHEMALI: Wthout beer and
W ne, yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: So when did you
becone aware that you couldn't -- that the --

when did they offer you -- when were you
of fered the opportunity to cone back?

M5. CHEMALI: Six nonths ago, but
they told us the prices three nonths ago. Six
nmont hs ago they said if you want to cone back,
we have place for you

MEMBER ALBERTI: Yes.

M5. CHEMALI: And then they said
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the price is $150.

MEMBER ALBERTI: So what have you
done since in the last three nonths to find a
new pl ace?

M5. CHEMALI: Yes, | have a real
estate agent who is looking for ne for a
comrerci al pl ace.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER. M. Brooks?

MEMBER BROOKS: Just curious, what
was the price increase for you in the new
| ocati on, approxinmately?

MS. CHEMALI: $120. Like they
prom sed us -- the agreenent was $32 per
squar e foot.

MEMBER BROCKS: Ckay.

M5. CHEMALI: And now t hey want
$150.

MEMBER BROOKS: From $32 to $150?

M5. CHEMALI: Yes, sir.

MEMBER BROCKS:. Per square foot?

MS. CHEMALI : Yes, sir.
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MEMBER BROCKS: And how many

square feet are we tal king about?

MS. CHEMALI: 2, 000.

MEMBER BROCKS: 2,000. Ckay.
Thank you.

M5. CHEMALI: That's right.

MEMBER ALBERTI: So your old --
excuse ne, can | ask a question?

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Sure.

MEMBER ALBERTI: So your original
agreenent didn't set a cap on the new --

M5. CHEMALI: Yes, sir.

MEMBER ALBERTI: | nean, you had a
| ease with them right?

M5. CHEMALI: | already had --

MEMBER ALBERTI: I n 2001, you had
a lease wth thenf

M5. CHEMALI: | had five years
| ease left on ny | ease.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Left on your
| ease.

MS. CHEMALI: Yes.
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MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. So what

did you get in return for having to vacate,
since you had a |l ease with thenf

M5. CHEMALI: Ckay. They noved ne
out fromwherever | was to New Mexico and they
paid ny rent for a year on New Mexi co Avenue.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Yes.

M5. CHEMALI: And then they
deci ded they don't want to pay anything and
because they had a | ot of problembuilding the
Super G ant there.

MEMBER ALBERTI: But you still had
a legal right. | nean, you had four years
| eft on your |ease.

M5. CHEMALI: Yes. | spent about
$15, 000 to $18,000 in lawer's fee and so it
didn't get nme anywhere. So | said forget
about it. | don't want to spend any nore
noney.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  I'Il just
di scl ose for the record that this devel opnent

Is in ny neighborhood and I'mvery famliar

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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with the project and | was also on the ANC at
the tinme that these businesses were being
vacat ed.

MEMBER ALBERTI : Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  So | can say
that everything she is saying rings very true
to what | have heard.

M5. CHEMALI: Thank you.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  So ot hers?

MEMBER ALBERTI: | think M. Jones
has a questi on.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Oh, M.
Jones?

MEMBER JONES: Thank you. So just
froma timng standpoi nt, when, what nonth did
you di scover that the new owners or the new
I ndi vidual s that own the property are not or
were not going to honor the $32 per square
f oot ?

M5. CHEMALI: Three or four nonths
ago.

MEMBER JONES: So you just found

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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out three or four nonths ago?

M5. CHEMALI: Yes, sir.

MEMBER JONES: (Okay. How did you
come to find that out? So you are currently
at your -- you are at your current |ocation.

MS. CHEMALI :  Yes.

MEMBER JONES: Did the space just
becone avail able three or four nonths ago?

MS. CHEMALI:  No.

MEMBER JONES: Ckay.

M5. CHEMALI: The pl ace becane
avai | abl e about maybe si x, seven nonths ago.

MEMBER JONES: Ckay.

M5. CHEMALI: They said which one
woul d you like to take? Like they had two to
choose from And when | deci ded which one |
choose, we chose, they said we wll let you
know how nmuch it wll be. Like they -- with
me send things in the letters and them sendi ng
me back, answering ne back, it took about two
nont hs.

MEMBER JONES: Ckay.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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M5. CHEMALI: So that's when |

found out.

MEMBER JONES: All right. Ckay.
So how long -- what is your plan with those --
what do you have planned for the |license that
Is currently in safekeeping?

M5. CHEMALI: GCkay. Now, |I'm
pl anning to open just a deli with beer and
wi ne |icense.

MEMBER JONES: Ckay. And that is
your plan once you find a new | ocation?

MS. CHEMALI :  Yes.

MEMBER JONES: Do you plan to
continue to operate whatever it is you are
operating in your current |ocation, but you're
openi ng up a new pl ace?

MS. CHEMALI :  Yes.

MEMBER JONES: Ckay. And what is
your time horizon for doing that?

M5. CHEMALI: Oh, a year.

MEMBER JONES: You need a year?

MS. CHEMALI: Yes.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MEMBER JONES: Ckay.

M5. CHEMALI: Because he's having
a |l ot of problem because | need sonet hing away
fromthe church or the school.

MEMBER JONES: Under st ood.

MS. CHEMALI :  Yes.

MEMBER JONES: So you need a year
to open up and start running your new place?

M5. CHEMALI: |If | find one
already run like it doesn't need any
construction or anything?

MEMBER JONES: Yes.

M5. CHEMALI: Ready, | can open
right now. |If | find one right now.

MEMBER JONES: No, understood.
But worst case scenario, if you don't find one
that is ready --

MS. CHEMALI :  Yes.

MEMBER JONES: -- and you have to
do sone construction --

MS. CHEMALI :  Yes.

MEMBER JONES: -- you are saying

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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that you would be able to put your license to
use and in operation wwthin a year of today?

MS. CHEMALI:  Yes.

MEMBER JONES: Ckay. So by
roughly Novenber 5, 2015 --

M5. CHEMALI: | hope so.

MEMBER JONES: -- you expect to be
I n operation?

M5. CHEMALI: | hope so.

MEMBER JONES: Ckay. So that
nmeans you are going to have to find a | ocation
prior to that point.

MS. CHEMALI:  Yes.

MEMBER JONES: R ght?

M5. CHEMALI: Yes, sir.

MEMBER JONES: GCkay. \What is your
time -- in order for you to hit that |andmark,
that m|estone --

MS. CHEMALI:  Yes.

MEMBER JONES: -- of being up and
open and operating on Novenber 5th --

MS. CHEMALI: Okay.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MEMBER JONES: -- or yes, Novenber

5, 2015, by when do you need to have found a
| ocati on?

M5. CHEMALI: | wll need to be
like in March. March or April.

MEMBER JONES: By March, okay.

M5. CHEMALI: March or April.

MEMBER JONES: So in March of
2015, you wll have had to have found and
identify a location --

MS. CHEMALI :  Yes.

MEMBER JONES: -- that you at
| east are working towards an agreenent on
| easi ng?

MS. CHEMALI :  Yes.

MEMBER JONES: |f not or have not
already finalized a lease with said | ocation

MS. CHEMALI :  Yes.

MEMBER JONES: Correct?

M5. CHEMALI: Yes, sir.

MEMBER JONES: Ckay. So if you

were to cone back to us in My --

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MS. CHEMALI: Ckay.

MEMBER JONES: -- at that point in
time, | would expect --

MS. CHEMALI :  Yes.

MEMBER JONES: -- that you have
had or at least identify a viable contract to
establish a | ease for the operation of this
new | ocation that you are referring to.

M5. CHEMALI: Yes, yes.

MEMBER JONES: |Is that fair?

M5. CHEMALI: Yes, sir.

MEMBER JONES: (Ckay. Thank you.
Thank you, Madam Chair.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Thank you.

M. Jones, and how nmuch tinme did you say that
woul d be?

MEMBER JONES: | asked her --

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Right. D d
she say that was --

MEMBER JONES: -- and she said she
woul d have a | ease or have established and

identified a location in March. So | was

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

202-234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Page 20

estimating that, approxi mately, six nonths
fromnow, she would have had that in place.

So if we have her back in May to reviewthat,
she will have had identified a | ocation and,
therefore, be able to present that information
tous in a formof a contract, a |ease or
sonet hi ng al ong those |ines.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  Ckay. Does
t hat sound reasonable to you?

MS. CHEMALI :  Yes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  Ckay. Fi ne.
Yes, M. Rodriguez?

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: Just curious
here, you went to Court on this right, because
t he new owner woul d not honor your | ease?

M5. CHEMALI: This happened -- we
didn't go to Court. The |awer was dealing
wth the new owners. But |ike after paying a
| ot of noney to the |awer, | decided to stop
and let it go.

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: But did it go

to a Judge, a Court?

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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M5. CHEMALI: No.

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: No?

M5. CHEMALI: No.

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: Ckay. Thanks.

M5. CHEMALI: Just talking to
them you know, correspondence between the
| awyer and the new owners, which already they
sold it after that.

VMEMBER RODRI GUEZ: Yes. All
right. No nore questions from ne.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.
Anybody el se? Ckay. So where | think we are
at is that | think I wll nake a notion to
approve the extension of the license in
saf ekeeping for six nonths and then, at that
time, we may schedul e anot her Fact - Fi ndi ng
Hearing --

M5. CHEMALI: Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: -- to hear
where you are at on this.

M5. CHEMALI: Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER W really

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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want to make sure that people are naking
progress and not sitting on it.

MB. CHEMALI: Okay.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  And
under stand why you have been sitting on it.

MS. CHEMALI :  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Because of
the history with the G ant.

MS. CHEMALI :  Yes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Now t hat t hat
I's over and you are going to nove forward, we
want to, you know, watch that progression.

M5. CHEMALI: Yes, all right. Can
| ask a question?

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Yes, sure.

M5. CHEMALI: If | didn't find
anyt hi ng by March, what w |l happen?

CHAl RPERSON M LLER. Ckay. So --

M5. CHEMALI: O by May?

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: -- you can
cone to us and say | ook, | have done this,

this and this. Show us what you have done.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MS. CHEMALI: Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  You know, |

have hired this real estate. W did these ads

here and | went here.

MB. CHEMALI: Okay.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER. W coul dn't
hing. And then you can always sell
at that point, we will just reassess
you know.

M5. CHEMALI: | see. kay.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Ckay?

MS. CHEMALI: Sure.

MEMBER JONES: Just to be clear?

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Yes.

MS. CHEMALI :  Yes.

MEMBER JONES: There is the

that if you don't denonstrate sone
progress --

M5. CHEMALI: O course.

MEMBER JONES: -- and we, the

Board, aren't pleased with the |evel of

202-234-4433
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MS. CHEMALI:  Yes.

MEMBER JONES: -- communi cated or
denonstrated --

M5. CHEMALI: Right.

MEMBER JONES: -- we could vote to
revoke your |icense.

MS. CHEMALI :  Yes.

VEMBER JONES: At the next

heari ng.
M5. CHEMALI: | understand. Ckay.
MEMBER JONES: (Ckay.
M5. CHEMALI: | understand that,
yes.
MEMBER JONES: All right. Thank
you.
CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Okay. Any
ot her questions? GCkay. | would also say that

inthe interim if you have any questions, you
can contact our Ceneral Counsel, Martha
Jenki ns.

MB. CHEMALI: Okay.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MS. CHEMALI: Sure.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  All right.
Then | nove that we extend the tinme for the
license to be in safekeeping for six nonths.
Do | have a second?

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  Second.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER M.
Silverstein seconded the notion.

Al those in favor say aye.

ALL: Aye.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  All those
opposed? All those abstaining? The notion
passes 6-0-0. Ckay.

M5. CHEMALI: Al right.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Thank you
very nuch.

M5. CHEMALI: Thank you. Al
right.

COURT REPORTER: Did you wite
your nane on one of the sheets?

M5. CHEMALI: | did.

COURT REPORTER: Ckay. Thank you.
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M5. CHEMALI: Al right. Thank

you.
CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Thank you.
(Wher eupon, the Fact-Findi ng

Hearing in the above-entitled matter was

concluded at 2:26 p.m)
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