
THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL BOARD 

In the Matter of: 

La Ruche, Inc. 
tfa La Ruche 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

Application for Substantial Change ) 
to Retailer's Class CR License ) 
at premises 
1039 31 st Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20007 

) 
) 
) 

La Ruche, Inc., tla La Ruche, Applicant 

License No. 
Order No. 
Case No. 

001619 
2010-441 
1 O-PRO-OO I 03 

Bill Starrels, Vice Chairman, Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC) 2E 

Jennifer Alten1us, President, Citizens Association of Georgetown (CAG) 

BEFORE: Charles Brodsky, Chairperson 
Mital M. Gandhi, Member 
Nick Albelii, Member 
Donald Brooks, Member 
Herman Jones, Member 
Calvin Nophlin, Member 
Mike Silverstein, Member 

ORDER ON AMENDED VOLUNTARY AGREEMENT AND WITHDRAWAL OF 
PROTEST 

The official records of the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board (Board) reflect that 
La Ruche, Inc., tfa La Ruche, (Applicant), has submitted an Application for Substantial 
Change to Retailer's Class CR License located at 103931 st Street, N. W., Washington, 
D.C. The Applicant; Vice Chairman Bill Starrels, on behalf of ANC 2E; and Jennifer 
Altemus, on behalf of CAG, have entered into an Amended Voluntary Agreement 
(Agreement) dated July 31,2010, setting forth the terms and conditions that govern the 
operation of the Applicant's establishment. 

The Agreement has been reduced to writing and has been properly executed and filed 
with the Board. The Applicant; Vice Chairman Bill Starrels, on behalf of ANC 2E; and 
Jennifer Altemus, on behalf of CAG, are signatories to the Agreement. This Agreement 
constitutes a withdrawal of the Protest of this Application. 
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Accordingly, it is this 18th day of August 2010, ORDERED that: 

1. The Application filed by La Ruche, Inc., t/a La Ruche (Applicant), for a 
substantial change to its Retailer's Class CR License located at 103931 st 

Street, N.W., Washington, D.C., is GRANTED; 

2. The Protest in this matter is hereby WITHDRAWN; 

3. This above-referenced Amended Voluntary Agreement submitted by the 
Parties to govem the operations of the Applicant's establishment is 
APPROVED and INCORPORATED as part of this Order, except that the 
following sentence in Section 2 shall be removed: 

"No extension in closing hours shall be made without review by the ANC, 
CAG, and ABC Board under the establishment procedures for a 
substantial change in operation." 

The Parties have agreed to this modification. 

4. Copies of this Order shall be sent to the Applicant, ANC 2E, and CAG. 
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District of Columbia 
Alcoholic Beverage Control Board 

Pursuant to 23 DCMR § 1719.1 (ApriI2004), any party adversely affected may file a 
Motion for Reconsideration of this decision within ten (10) days of service of this Order 
with the Alcoholic Beverage Regulation Administration, 1250 U Street, N.W., Third 
Floor, Washington, DC 20009. 
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AGREEMENT r 
THIS AMENDED AGREEMENT ("Agreement") is made by and between La Ruche Inc, a 
District of Columbia corporation, t/a La Ruche (the "Applicant") also known as Cafe La Ruche, 
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2E ("the ANC") and The Citizens Association of 
Georgetown ("CAG") 

WHEREAS, on June 25,2010, Applicant filed with the District of Columbia Alcoholic Beverage 
Control Board (the "Board") an application for the substantial change of a Retailer's License, 
Class C ("the Application") to be used for that certain restaurant to be known as Cafe La Ruche, 
located at 103931'[ Street, N.W. ("Premises"); 

WHEREAS, the ~NC represents the residents and taxpayers within the boundaries of ANC2E 
and wishes to insure that no establishment that sells alcoholic beverages will adversely affect the 
health, safety, and quality oflife in the sUlTounding community; and 

WHEREAS, CAG represents the residents and residential taxpayers within the boundaries of 
Georgetown, a geographic part of ANC2E, and wishes to insure that no establishment that sells 
alcoholic heverages will adversely affect the health, safely, and quality oflife of those residents in 
the community; and 

WHEREAS, the Applicant is seeking written approval from the ANC of the Application; and 

WHEREAS, the Applicant wishes no opposition trom CAG of the Application; and 

WHEREAS, in order to secure the ANC's written approval and CAG's consent, Applicant has 
agreed to enter into this voluntary Agreement with the ANC and CAG commemorating certain 
understandings regarding the Applicant's operational plans; 

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the agreements set forth herein, the parties hereto 
mutually agree as follows: 

]. Occupancy imd safeU The establishment shall have a maximum capacity of 67 persons. This 
limit shall he prominently posted and shall not be exceeded. The Applicant shall ensure that a clear 
passageway is maintained at all times for the safe egress of occupants in case of fire or other 
emergency. 

2. HolJ.[s oCQj2eratjQI!. The hours of operation shall be 7:00 a.m.-·LOO a.m. Sunday through 
Thursday, and 7:00 a.m.-2 a.m. Friday and Saturday except as follows. The Applicant may 
remain open until 2:00 a.m. on those days preceding a federal holiday if otherwise restricted by 
afore stated restrictions. The hours of operation for the sidewalk and/or outdoor seating shall be 
Sunday 9:00 a.m. - ]200 a.m., Monday through Thursday 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 a.m., Friday 8:00 
a.m. - ]00 a.m., and Saturday 9:00 a.In - 1 :00 a.m. except as follows. The sidewalk and/or 
outdoor seating may remain open until I :00 a.m. on the days preceding the federal holidays of 
Memorial Day, July 4 and Labor Day regardless of the afore stated restrictions by day of the 



week, and shall not open before 9:00 a.m. on those federal holidays. No extension in closing 
hours shall be made without review by the ANC, CAG and ABC Board under the estahlished 
procedures for a substantial change in operation. The foregoing notwithstanding, the Applicant 
reserves the right to change its hours of operation as may be prudent in the Applicant's reasonable 
business judgment; however, no change in hours shall be made without at least thirty (30) days 
prior written notice to the ANC and CAG. 

3. ~nt""rtainme!!.t There shall be no agreements with promoters, promotions or cover charges. 
The Applicant may offer soft background recorded music conducive to a pleasant dining 
experience inside the Premises. The Applicant may provide acoustic music within the premises 
between the hours of 7:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m. except as follows. On New Year's Even the 
Applicant may provide acoustic music within the premises from 7:00 p.m. to I :00 a.m. so long as 
it is not audible outside the premises or in the adjacent residential building. The Applicant may 
offer an acoustic guitar player during the hours of 7:00 p.m. .- 10:00 p.m. outside as long as such 
is not on public space. There shall be no amplified music outside including sidewalk and/or 
outdoor seating areas. 

4. Trash r~.rnoval. The Applicant shall not pennit trash, garbage, or litter to be placed outside the 
premises in unprotected bags, cans, or containers and shall insure that all legal refuse containers 
are emptied hy a professional garbage truck service at least twice a week. 

5. The parties agree that the above provisions are conditions of the license and any failure of 
Applicant to adhere to the foregoing commitments would constitute grounds for the ANC to 
petition the ABC Board for issuance of an order to show cause pursuant to 23 D.C.M.R. 
§ 15 13.5. Prior to so petitioning, however, ANC 2E and/or CAG shall notify the Applicant of any 
perceived violations and afford the Applicant at least seven (7) calendar days in which to address 
or rectify the perceived violation. 

6. In consideration of, and in reliance upon, the foregoing agreements made by the Applicant, the 
ANC agrees that it shall provide Applicant with its written approval of the Application as 
authorized at its scheduled meeting on July 30, 2010. Likewise in consideration of, and in 
reliance upon, the foregoing agreements made by the Applicant, CAG agrees that it shall not 
object to or otherwise contest the Application as authorized by its Board of Directors. This 
Agreement shall become effective only upon the execution of all parties hereof and the delivery to 
the Applicant of the aforesaid written approval by ANC2E . 

7. This written agreement constitutes the only agreement between the parties, superceding any 
prior agreement that may affect the license, and may be modified only by tbe written agreement of 
both parties. 

IN WITNESS THEREOF, the parties have affixed hereunto their hands and seals on the year and 
the day indicated below their signature. 

Executed this J 1_' __ day of "1 INI ~ .2010. 
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APPLICANT 
La Ruche Inc. tl a La Ruche 

ADVISORY NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSION 2E 

~~:::~ ') 
By~ . ___ . 
Bill Starre s, ice Chairman C2E 

THE CITIZENS ASSOCIATION OF GEORGETOWN 

~;~.~d~JJ"}""W"l=-' 
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