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GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 1 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE REGULATION ADMINISTRATION 2 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL BOARD 3 

 4 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -X 5 

IN THE MATTER OF: : 6 

750Biere, LLC : 7 

t/a Duchess and the Queen : Fact-Finding  8 

2101 18th Street NW : Hearing 9 

License #89545, Retailer CR : 10 

ANC-1C           : 11 

Request to Extend  : 12 

Safekeeping : 13 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -X  14 

 15 

                      Wednesday, October 21, 2015 16 

 17 

 Whereupon, the above-referenced matter 18 

came on for hearing at the Alcoholic Beverage 19 

Control Board, Reeves Center, 2000 14th Street, 20 

N.W., Suite 400S, Washington, D.C. 20009. 21 

 22 
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CHAIRPERSON: 1 

  RUTHANNE MILLER, Presiding 2 

 3 

BOARD MEMBERS: 4 

  DONALD BROOKS 5 

  NICK ALBERTI 6 

  HECTOR RODRIGUEZ  7 

  MICHAEL SILVERSTEIN 8 

  JAMES SHORT 9 

  10 

ALSO PRESENT: 11 

  MAUREEN ZANIEL, ESQ. 12 

    on behalf of the District of Columbia 13 

  PAUL L. PASCAL, ESQ. 14 

    on behalf of the Licensee 15 

  JORGE AGUILAR, Managing Member 16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 
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P R O C E E D I N G S 1 

[10:09 a.m.]   2 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  I see we have a 3 

Fact-Finding Hearing scheduled next.  Are people 4 

here for Duchess and the Queen? 5 

MR. AGUILAR:  Yes.  Good morning.  Jorge 6 

Aguilar, Managing Member.  7 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay, okay.  Good. 8 

MR. PASCAL:  Paul L. Pascal, Pascal & 9 

Weiss, Counsel for the Licensee. 10 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  This involves 11 

a request for an extension of safekeeping for a 12 

license in Adams Morgan. 13 

MR. PASCAL:  Yes. 14 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  So maybe you 15 

can just briefly tell us the status of this 16 

license.  I guess I have in my notes that it's 17 

been in safekeeping since March 11, 2013. 18 

MR. PASCAL:  That's correct. 19 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay. 20 

MR. PASCAL:  The license was acquired.  21 

Permits were sought between the time he acquired 22 
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the site, and when the permits could be issued, 1 

the District upgraded the requirements for 2 

sprinkler systems, which caused extensive delays. 3 

On top of that -- 4 

MR. AGUILAR:  This year. 5 

MR. PASCAL:  -- this year, his mother was 6 

struck by an automobile -- 7 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  I'm sorry. 8 

MR. PASCAL:  -- and he had to have 9 

extensive as a caretaker. 10 

Work is now progressing, and he 11 

anticipates by first quarter of 2016 to be able 12 

to accomplish his work, so we're asking for an 13 

additional 6-month period of time for the 14 

safekeeping of the license. 15 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  Any questions 16 

by Board members? 17 

MR. SHORT:  I just have one. 18 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Yes, Mr. Short. 19 

MR. SHORT:  Mr. Pascal, good morning. 20 

MR. PASCAL:  Good morning, sir.  How are 21 

you? 22 
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MR. SHORT:  Where are we at in the 1 

process with permits and all?   2 

MR. PASCAL:  You have your building 3 

permit? 4 

MR. AGUILAR:  Yes.  And that building 5 

permit was acquired back in December 2014.  6 

Plumbing, electrical has all been acquired.  Most 7 

of the -- rough-in inspection, hopefully by the 8 

end of next week. 9 

MR. SHORT:  Thank you very much. 10 

MR. AGUILAR:  The complete site, which is 11 

four levels, but it is taking a little bit longer 12 

than average.  It's about 85, 90 percent 13 

complete. 14 

MR. SHORT:  Thank you so very much. 15 

MR. AGUILAR:  Yes. 16 

MR. SHORT:  That's all I have, Madam 17 

Chair.  Thank you. 18 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  We have been 19 

trying to get a lot of these licenses in 20 

safekeeping on the same track, and that we've 21 

been extending them until March 31st, 2016.  That 22 
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should still cover the time you need? 1 

MR. PASCAL:  I hope so. 2 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  You can 3 

always come back after that. 4 

MR. PASCAL:  If necessary. 5 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay, if necessary.  6 

Hopefully not. 7 

MR. PASCAL:  I've noticed in all your 8 

approvals, that particular date. 9 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Right.  The time 10 

period is getting shorter and shorter each week.  11 

Okay. 12 

Then I would move to approve the request 13 

for an extension of safekeeping until March 31st. 14 

MR. RODRIGUEZ:  Second it. 15 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  And Mr. Rodriguez 16 

seconded the motion. 17 

All those in favor say "aye." 18 

[Chorus of ayes.] 19 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  All those opposed? 20 

[No audible response.] 21 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  All those 22 
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abstaining? 1 

[No audible response.] 2 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Motion passes, 3 

6-zero-zero. 4 

MR. PASCAL:  Thank you. 5 

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay, thank you. 6 

MR. AGUILAR:  Thank you. 7 

[Whereupon, at 10:13 a.m., the 8 

above-entitled matter concluded.] 9 
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