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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
+ + + + +
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL BOARD
+ + + + +
MEETING

þ----------------------------»
IN THE MATTER OF:            :
                             :
Temporary License Application:
Applicant: Charney P. Cale   : Fact-
BYT Media, Inc.              : Finding
1315 K Street, NW            : Hearing
Date of Event: 10/26/2013    :
Size of Event: 1000 Attendees:
                             :
þ----------------------------¼
                October 16, 2013

            The Alcoholic Beverage Control
Board met in the Alcoholic Beverage Control
Hearing Room, Reeves Building, 2000 14th
Street, N.W., Suite 400S, Washington, D.C.
20009, Chairperson Ruthanne Miller,
presiding.

PRESENT:
RUTHANNE MILLER, Chairperson
NICK ALBERTI, Member
DONALD BROOKS, Member 
MIKE SILVERSTEIN, Member

ALSO PRESENT:
ABYIE GHENENE, ABRA Investigator



202-234-4433
Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.

Page 2

1               P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

2                                      (9:51 a.m.)

3             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  We

4 have a Fact-Finding Hearing scheduled.  Is Mr.

5 Cale here?  Great.

6             When you are ready, if you could

7 introduce yourself for the record?

8             MR. CALE:  Charney Cale from BYT

9 Media, Inc.

10             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  So

11 this is just a Fact-Finding Hearing.  We don't

12 swear you in or anything.  We just saw your

13 application and wanted to find out a little

14 bit more information about it.  I think this

15 is different from some of the ones we usually

16 see, in that it's a combination, I guess, of

17 art and the late at night and a lot of people

18 and alcohol and so we just wanted to get a

19 better understanding of it and see what your

20 plans are --

21             MR. CALE:  Right.

22             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  -- with
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1 respect to the alcohol.

2             MR. CALE:  It's actually the same

3 exact event that we did a year prior.

4             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  

5             MR. CALE:  We did get a temporary

6 approval for and had an ABRA Investigator

7 visit us at the event, actually two of them.

8             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Wait, could

9 you hold one second?  Okay.  Now that you said

10 that, we thought that we may be having an

11 Investigator sit here as well so and here he

12 is.  Here he is coming into the room.

13             Hi, good morning.

14             INVESTIGATOR GHENENE:  Good

15 morning, Madam Chair.

16             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Do you want

17 to introduce yourself for the record?

18             INVESTIGATOR GHENENE:  Sure.  I

19 apologize for my tardiness, but ABRA

20 Investigator Abyie Ghenene.

21             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  No

22 problem.  Mr. Cale was just saying he had this
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1 event last year, the same kind of event and an

2 ABRA Investigator monitored it.

3             MR. CALE:  He might have been -- I

4 know I have seen you before.

5             INVESTIGATOR GHENENE:  Where was

6 the event, sir?

7             MR. CALE:  It was at the Sphinx

8 Club.

9             INVESTIGATOR GHENENE:  Yes, I was

10 there.

11             MR. CALE:  I think you came with

12 another Investigator.

13             INVESTIGATOR GHENENE:  Yep.

14             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Right.  Okay. 

15 Great.  Same event, same amount of people?

16             MR. CALE:  Yeah.  I mean,

17 obviously, there is a few tweaks but nothing

18 substantial that would alter, in my opinion,

19 the approval of the license.  You know,

20 obviously, we have a different band than we

21 had last year.

22             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Right.
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1             MR. CALE:  There was a DJ.  But

2 it's the same genre, the same vibe, the same

3 everything.

4             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  The same

5 clientele?

6             MR. CALE:  Yeah.  You know, we

7 throw events like this quite often.  We just

8 finished one this past weekend.  We have a

9 website that has a certain clientele that is

10 fairly loyal, so we see a lot of the same

11 faces.  So I expect it to be very similar to

12 the event that you came to last year.

13             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  So what type

14 of audience do you get?

15             MR. CALE:  It's people like me. 

16 To be honest, we are -- I don't know if you're

17 familiar with the term hipster, but --

18             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  

19             MR. CALE:  -- we are known

20 somewhat as a hipster website, so it's age

21 range usually 21 to 40.  Predominantly white,

22 but, you know, we, obviously, get a whole mix
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1 of demographics and mostly people from D.C.

2 and a small segment from both Virginia and

3 Maryland.  Usually they are, you know, the

4 type of people that are enthusiastic about

5 music and art and culture.  And we do a lot of

6 museum after hours and embassy after hours.

7             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  So are

8 you doing the same things with respect to

9 security and alcohol control and things of

10 that nature?

11             MR. CALE:  Yes.  We are using

12 actually the same security company.  We have

13 used them many times in the past, Metropolitan

14 Security Professionals.  They do a lot of

15 nightlife security for various establishments. 

16 We have worked with them for a number of

17 years.

18             One of the main things we do, as

19 you saw last time, was we don't let anyone

20 even into the building before they get the ID

21 check.  The ID check happens outside of the

22 building.  It's a 21 and over event.  Once
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1 they get past that security line, then the

2 check-in staff knows that they have been

3 vetted and that's when we give them the

4 wristband.

5             And there is no different color

6 wristbands, because again it's an over 21

7 event, but that just proves that they have

8 been through security and had their ID checked

9 and had their ticket checked.  Then the

10 bartenders, of course, are instructed that

11 anyone that doesn't have a wristband, which if

12 somehow they were able to get by, not to serve

13 them and have them go to the front.  Most

14 likely it's someone that, you know, maybe was

15 there to help volunteer earlier to help out

16 and didn't get that wristband.

17             So they know not to serve anyone

18 who doesn't have a wristband.  Obviously,

19 security that is inside the building is

20 checking for wristbands and anyone who is, you

21 know, really intoxicated, which is a rare

22 occurrence at our events.  We have a pretty
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1 good track record of good behavior.

2             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  So do you use

3 the same security at all your events?

4             MR. CALE:  Any event where we are

5 in charge of hiring that security --

6             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Um-hum.

7             MR. CALE:  -- we hire the same

8 security company.  There is times, for

9 instance, we just -- last weekend's event,

10 Lincoln Theater and 9:30 Club owned by IMP,

11 that was, of course, their establishment and

12 their security.  But any time that we need to

13 bring our own security to an event like this

14 one, like the event we are doing next month at

15 the Spy Museum, we bring in our security team.

16             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  Great. 

17 All right.  And there were no problems last

18 year.  Is that what you said?

19             MR. CALE:  Absolutely not.

20             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  Mr.

21 Ghenene, do you remember the event?

22             INVESTIGATOR GHENENE:  Yes, ma'am.
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1             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  

2             INVESTIGATOR GHENENE:  I don't

3 recall who I was with, but I do remember

4 administering probably close to 30 ID checks

5 and I didn't find anybody under age or anybody

6 misusing an ID or any fraudulent IDs.

7             I do remember it being somewhat

8 challenging and I hadn't thought about it, but

9 a lot of people, like you said, are

10 enthusiastic and are in costume, so verifying

11 the ID next to a costumed or painted face can

12 sometimes be challenging, but everyone is very

13 cooperative.  The security, the staff was very

14 cooperative.  And it was a pretty -- it was a

15 large event, definitely a large event.

16             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Thank you. 

17 Okay.  Are there other Board Member questions?

18             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Yes.

19             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Yes.  Who

20 said yes?

21             MEMBER ALBERTI:  I did.

22             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  Mr.
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1 Alberti?

2             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Hi, sir.  Thank

3 you for coming.  So who is doing the ID

4 checking?

5             MR. CALE:  The security company,

6 Metropolitan Security Professionals.

7             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay.  

8             MR. CALE:  And we never have any

9 of our staff or volunteers or anything like

10 that.  We like to use the actual people who

11 run nightclub security ID checks.

12             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay.  How many

13 people are doing the ID checking?

14             MR. CALE:  So it -- due to the

15 volume of people throughout the night?

16             MEMBER ALBERTI:  That's what I'm

17 asking, yes.

18             MR. CALE:  We usually have three

19 people outside at the peak kind of check-in

20 time.

21             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Um-hum.

22             MR. CALE:  We also have a few
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1 roaming people, I call them the security

2 managers, that are indoors that everyone is on

3 walkie-talkies.  If they need an additional

4 person outside, that's one of those kind of

5 floating positions that they go to.

6             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay.  

7             MR. CALE:  By the end of the night

8 when it is just trickling in, we take it down

9 to two, but we always have two people there,

10 so in case some incident happens, there is

11 always somebody that can make sure that they

12 are on ID check duty.

13             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Great, great. So

14 I'm just a little curious.  I'm not very

15 familiar with this place, but I have looked at

16 some floor plans and talked to some people. 

17 So you are using how many floors?  What's the

18 layout sort of, employees you are using and

19 where things are going to be.

20             MR. CALE:  Yes.  It's sort of

21 three floors.  It's two floors, but then the

22 one floor has a balcony with additional rooms
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1 off of that balcony, but I guess it's

2 technically -- I don't know if that counts as

3 three or two floors, whether you count --

4             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Do you come in --

5 you come in where?

6             MR. CALE:  You come in the top

7 floor.

8             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay.  

9             MR. CALE:  And that's where the ID

10 checks and the check-in happens.  There is

11 some event space on that top floor and then

12 there are steps and elevators that lead down

13 to the larger ballroom area which also has

14 like a balcony/mezzanine as well off of that.

15             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay.  And then

16 the third floor is?  You said there were three

17 floors?

18             MR. CALE:  I was counting that

19 balcony as kind of a third floor, because the

20 elevator stops on that balcony.

21             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Oh, so it's a

22 balcony overlooking the --
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1             MR. CALE:  Yeah, I think it's

2 semantics here.  So yes.

3             MEMBER ALBERTI:  -- floor below. 

4 Okay.  

5             MR. CALE:  Yes.

6             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay.  I gotcha.

7             MR. CALE:  It's like a U-shaped

8 balcony, right?  And then there is a big

9 staircase that leads to that larger ballroom.

10             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay.  Okay.  And

11 so consumption will happen where you come in

12 and then in that main event area?

13             MR. CALE:  Correct.  I mean,

14 because the event is completely over 21, we

15 allow consumption to happen on both levels.

16             MEMBER ALBERTI:  And there are

17 rooms off the balcony?

18             MR. CALE:  Yes, there is --

19             MEMBER ALBERTI:  How will they be

20 used?

21             MR. CALE:  -- almost like

22 conference room-style things off this balcony. 
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1 One of them we will have like a smaller

2 specialty bar.  It's a halloween party, so we

3 have candy, you know, free candy in there. 

4 Another room is one of our sponsors of this

5 foundation, so they are setting up like an

6 information booth there where they are -- you

7 know, I'm sure you have seen those Coexist

8 bumper stickers.

9             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Yes.

10             MR. CALE:  So that's going to be

11 like their kind of information booth room. 

12 They have a new campaign where they are

13 selling those bumper stickers and selling this

14 coffee that goes to benefit --

15             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay.  I gotcha.

16             MR. CALE:  -- you know.

17             MEMBER ALBERTI:  I gotcha.  And so

18 you are going to have 20 security guards?

19             MR. CALE:  Correct, yeah.

20             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay.  All right.

21             MR. CALE:  That was the number

22 recommended for the amount of people that we
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1 had last year for the event, so I just carried

2 -- assuming the rules haven't changed --

3             MEMBER ALBERTI:  They haven't, no.

4             MR. CALE:  Okay.  

5             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Great.  Thank

6 you.  Very helpful.

7             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  Other

8 questions?  Any other comments?

9             INVESTIGATOR GHENENE:  I just

10 wanted to --

11             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Yes.

12             INVESTIGATOR GHENENE:  -- follow-

13 up to a comment from Mr. Alberti --

14             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Yes.

15             INVESTIGATOR GHENENE:  -- about

16 these rooms that are off to the side.  They

17 are not small rooms.  These are like he was

18 describing.  They are huge.

19             MR. CALE:  Yes.

20             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay.  

21             INVESTIGATOR GHENENE:  So it's not

22 maybe what you were thinking.  These are
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1 ballrooms that are off from the side.

2             MEMBER ALBERTI:  You understood

3 why I was asking.

4             INVESTIGATOR GHENENE:  Exactly.

5             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Because it's

6 harder to --

7             MR. CALE:  Sure, sure.

8             MEMBER ALBERTI:  -- secure them.

9             INVESTIGATOR GHENENE:  They are

10 huge.

11             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay.  

12             MR. CALE:  They are huge.  And we

13 make sure that we have security in any space

14 that, you know, couldn't be -- could

15 potentially be a smaller space like that.  We

16 will have a security person.

17             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Thank you.

18             INVESTIGATOR GHENENE:  I think

19 they had a photobooth and something else in

20 one of them last year and then a band in

21 another one.

22             MR. CALE:  Yeah.
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1             INVESTIGATOR GHENENE:  So they are

2 large, large spaces.

3             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Thank you,

4 Investigator.  I guess that's it, huh?

5             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  Sounds

6 good.  Thank you for coming down.

7             MR. CALE:  No problem.

8             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  We are

9 signing off on it right now.

10             MR. CALE:  Okay.  Great.

11             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  So okay.

12             MR. CALE:  Do I need to pick that

13 up today or is that another day?

14             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Well, she is

15 going to hand this to you now.

16             MEMBER ALBERTI:  It's up to you. 

17 You can pick it up today if you want.

18             MR. CALE:  Fantastic.

19             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Yeah.

20             MEMBER ALBERTI:  If you want to

21 make another trip down here, that's fine.

22             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Will you be
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1 going again, Mr. Ghenene?

2             INVESTIGATOR GHENENE:  Ma'am?

3             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Are you gong

4 to this event?

5             INVESTIGATOR GHENENE:  Probably.

6             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  You don't

7 know.

8             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Are you working

9 the event?

10             INVESTIGATOR GHENENE:  Probably.

11             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  All right. 

12 Thank you very much.

13             MR. CALE:  Thank you.

14             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.

15             (Whereupon, the Fact-Finding

16 Hearing in the above-entitled matter was

17 concluded at 10:03 a.m.)

18

19

20

21

22
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