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MVEETI NG
IN THE MATTER CF:
Tenporary License :
Appl i cation : Fact Fi nding
Event: Taste of DC Festival: Heari ng

Dat es of Event: COctober 11
To Cctober 12, 2014 :
Applicant: Janes S. Martens:
Nei ghbor hood: Pennsyl vani a :
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14t h street NW :
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OCCTOBER 1, 2014

The Al coholic Beverage Control Board net in
t he Al coholic Beverage Control Hearing Room
Reeves Buil ding, 2000 14th Street N W,
Washi ngton, D.C., Chairperson Ruthanne
MIller, presiding.

PRESENT:

RUTHANNE M LLER, Chai rperson
DONALD BROCKS, Menber

NI CK ALBERTI, Menber

HERVAN JONES, Menber

M KE SI LVERSTEI N, Menber
HECTOR RCODRI GUEZ, Menber
JAMVES SHORT, Menber

ALSO PRESENT:
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PROCEEDI NGS

10: 06 a. m

CHAIR M LLER  Next we have on
our calendar is a fact finding hearing for
Taste of D.C. Festival. Good norning.

MR. MARTENS: Good norni ng.

CHAIR M LLER We were just
checking to see if we have an investigator
comng and --

MR. MARTENS: Take your tine.

CHAIR M LLER kay. Good
nor ni ng.

MR. MARTENS: Good norni ng.
Sorry.

CHAIR M LLER. That's okay. So
we're just starting. Do you want to
i ntroduce yourself for the record?

MR MARTENS: |'m Stuart Martens
wi t h KCDC.

MR. GHENENE: | nvestigator Abyie
Ghenene.

CHAIR M LLER: kay. This is a
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fact finding hearing for Taste of D.C. And

iIt'"s going to be in the Neighborhood of
Pennsyl vani a Avenue between 9th Street and
14th Street northwest.

MR, GHENENE: Yes, ma'am

CHAIR M LLER  Ckay. COctober 11th
t hrough 12t h?

MR MARTENS: Yes, ma'am

CHAIR M LLER: And, okay, so |
know t hat we've approved Taste of D.C for
several years. So we don't expect this to
be a long hearing. |It's just about a check-
I n, because we have noted in our records
that there nmay be 15,000 attendees per day;
Is that correct?

MR, MARTENS: |[|f it doesn't rain
hopeful | y.

CHAIR M LLER. 30,000 total. |If
It doesn't rain, okay. | think it's just
the big nunber that we want to nmeke sure
everything's in order. So, basically | nean

this is your third year or nore?
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MR. MARTENS: This is going to be

our fourth year running the event as our
entity.

CHAIR M LLER Ckay, so is it
have things changed this year in response to
anyt hi ng that happened | ast year or --

MR, MARTENS: Not hi ng happened to
elicit change.

CHAIR M LLER:  No.

MR. MARTENS: We nade sone
changes to the site map, just to better
t weak custoner experience.

CHAIR M LLER.  Ckay.

MR, MARTENS: But nothing that
woul d, it's actually nothing that's going to
af fect al cohol usage or consunption at all.

CHAIR M LLER. Ckay. So you have
t he sane anount of security?

MR, MARTENS: Sane.

CHAIR M LLER  The sane
procedures for checking that you had, and

that's been working for the last few years?
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MR MARTENS: Yep. W are

contracting with a private security firmto
do a lot of that work. A lot of the
interior work of just hel ping us nonitor.
Obvi ously stationing private security inside
of the beverage booths, as well, has hel ped
tremendously. And then, obviously, we work
very closely with MPD. | believe this year
we have 14 interior roamng officers
t hroughout the venue. On nost bl ocks, it
puts us at about three people per bl ock,
wi th one bl ock having two and then we have
MPD s stationed at every north, south, east,
west entrance into the festival, as well.

CHAIR M LLER: Ckay. W thout
going into too nmuch detail, can you maybe
just explain your al cohol areas?

MR. MARTENS: Absolutely.

CHAIR M LLER:  OKAY.

MR, MARTENS: Well, the key focus
of Taste of D.C. is we market 70 restaurants

as being in one place at one tine, all
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providing a taste of D.C. So they have

small tasting options. W have two al cohol
centric areas. One is called our Wne Wl k
where we have chefs pairing dishes with
different wnes fromaround the world, where
you can get a two ounce sanple, along with a
food dish. And that's on the bl ock of
Pennsyl vani a Avenue between 14th and 13th.
So there are four 16 x 16 tents that w |
each have on either side, have those
pai ri ngs and have those w nes avail abl e.
Agai n, we operate on a ticketing bay system
So we have a triple |I.D. check where you
have to get, you get I.D."d, if you want to
drink, you have to get your |.D. checked
upon entry to the festival. At which point
our security staff would I.D., give you a
wrist bracelet, that will identify that you
are 21 plus. And then fromthere at the
actual ticket booths, to buy your tickets,
we al so have a further |.D. check to

actually get the currency, because you'll

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

202-234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Page 7

need that to get your glass of wne. And

then on the other side, the exact opposite
side of the festival, between 9th and 10th
Street on Pennsyl vani a Avenue, we have the
Stellar Artois Beer Garden, which operates
In the sane capacity as the Wne Wal k. So
those are our two primary areas where beer
or wi ne woul d be consuned.

CHAIR M LLER  Okay, great. And
| just want to ask you clarify. You're
positioning your security differently this
year ?

MR. MARTENS:. Security is in the
sane positions and operates in the exact
sane capacity it has.

CHAIR M LLER  Ckay. Good.

MR, SHORT: Thank you.

CHAIR M LLER  Any board
guestions? M. Short?

MR. SHORT: Good norni ng.

MR. MARTENS: Good norni ng.

MR SHORT: So the total anount
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with the total anmount of security personnel
you have, the total anount, what is that
nunber ?

MR. MARTENS: Sir, 1'd have to
get back to you on that nunber. | don't
want to give you sonething that's incorrect.
But | do knowit's a lot.

MR, SHORT: | would say this to
you. On your application is 20. Wich, you
know, we know that would not suffice for
15, 000 people or nore. Now you say you have
MPD, so what we need, what I'd like to have
as a board nenber is the total nunber of
security persons you going to have, so you
can, we can see adequately on your
application, should unfortunately sonething
happen that we didn't do diligence in asking
you and requiring you to have the proper
anount of security for 15 to 30,000 people.

MR. MARTENS: Certainly. | know
one thing we have done. | think 20 is, 20

m ght just be the interior folks that are
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managi ng just the al cohol side of things.
But on top of that we have security at al
the entrances and exits. W also have
security at all the stages and they're all
run fromthe sane security conpany and
they're all --

MR, SHORT: \When could you
provide us with that nunber? The tota
nunber of security?

MR. MARTENS: Probably within two
m nutes or |ess.

MR, SHORT: kay.

CHAIR M LLER  Onh, good.

MR. SHORT: Thank you.

MEMBER ALBERTI: "Il just
comment for the future, M. Mrtens.

MR. MARTENS: Yes, sir.

MEMBER ALBERTI: That's usually
what we're asking for. | nmean M. Short's
correct, is, is usually when we ask for
security, it's not just for the al cohol

service, it's for the total event. So just,
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just for the future letting you know.

MR. MARTENS: WII do.

MEMBER ALBERTI: \Were we're --

MR. MARTENS: Yeah, we, we --

MEMBER ALBERTI: This is not
unusual that we ask for this, so.

MR. MARTENS: Certainly.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay.

MR. MARTENS: |, when we filled
that out, we thought as it just related to
that, the issue --

MEMBER ALBERTI: O course.
under st and.

MR. MARTENS: W can adjust in
the future, for sure.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay.

MR. SHORT: Thank you.

MR. MARTENS: | do have a nunber
for you.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay.

MR. MARTENS: So we have 26

massi ve security agents that are going to be
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wor ki ng on the al cohol side of things. W
have 14 MPD staff, not including the
exterior MPD officers, and then we have --

MR, SHORT: Now how many
entrances do you have?

MR. MARTENS: W only have two
entrances.

MR, SHORT: kay.

MR. MARTENS: Wen | say we have
MPD at all the perineter, so at the north
and south of, south ends of every street.
So, and then the east west. So at the
I ntersection of 9th and Penn, 14th and Penn,
13th, north side of 13th and Penn, north side
of 12th and Penn, et cetera, et cetera. So
we only have, we operate two entrances into
the festival, which are at 13th and 1lth
Street. But again we still have MPD
positioned at every block on the north south
and east west portions of the street.

MR. SHORT: Okay, so ball park

figure for the total nunber.
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MR, MARTENS: 47 and that doesn't

I ncl ude our 50 managenent staff.

MR, SHORT: 47 plus 507

MR MARTENS: Correct. So your
staff conprises of 50 people. And we have
47 contracted fol ks that would be comng in
to provide security.

MR, SHORT: So you're saying
there woul d be 97 security fol ks there?

MR, MARTENS: [|f you want to
count our managenent staff as security, no.

MR, SHORT: Ckay. Let ne nmake
this very plain again. A ballpark figure on
the total nunber of security personnel that
wi |l be working your event for both of those
days.

MR. MARTENS: Correct, sir. 47
are comng in fromthird party contractors.
That includes MPD and our security services
firm Then on top of that we, personally as
a conpany, have 50 managenent staff who wl|l

be t here.
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CHAIR M LLER. What does the

managenent staff do that's related to the
security?

MR. MARTENS: CQur staff, well, we
run, nost of our staff is running all of the
beverage pods. So we run, so our staff wll
be managi ng the ticket process. They'll be
managi ng the massive security force.

They' Il be working with MPD. They'll be in
t he beer zones. They'll be in the w ne
zones, supporting those efforts, and they're
primarily there in case sonething goes
wong. Because we have direct eyes and ears
into the HSEM trailer, so we can work
closely with themto, if there's an issue we
can adjust it quickly.

MR, SHORT: Ckay, the reason |
was asking that question, and you pretty
much answered it with your response, was in
case sonething did happen, | have a little
know edge of these kinds of events and |'d

just say this. |f sonething should happen,

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Page 14

then everybody knows where exits are, how
they hel p people get out. You said you'd
be, have people in the trailer with the
Honel and Security.

MR. MARTENS: Correct. So we,
wel |, Taste of D.C. has a trailer that's
right next to the HSEM trailer. W have
staff that's directly connected by a radio
with HSEM at all tinmes. W've worked wth
HSEM for the past four years and it's,
everything's worked seam essly so we're wel |
in tune as to what we need to do. D d |
answer your question?

MR. SHORT: Thank you. Thank
you, Madam Chair, | appreciate it. Thank
you.

CHAIR MLLER M. Silverstein?

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  This event
Is to be taking place over two days, eight
hours per day?

MR. MARTENS: 12:00 to 7:00 each

day.
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MEMBER SI LVERSTEI N Okay.

MR. MARTENS: And we have, our
permt gives us a little buffer tine on open
and cl ose, so that we can get everything
kind of turned on, taps turned on and so
forth and so on.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN: And you're
| ooking at a total of 30,000 people, but
that's 15, 000 per day.

MR, MARTENS: Correct.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  And the sun
shining. And what's the nmax you assune at
any one given tinme? Because they're not all
going to be there when the thing starts and
| eave when it ends.

MR. MARTENS: In ny experience of
bei ng out there the past few years, it's
like | would equate it to a restaurant. You
have turns at the tables, right? Sone
peopl e cone early. You see a lot of the
famlies early on in the day. So you kind

of see the strollers disappear around 3:00,
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4. 00, nore of a young professional crowd
will conme in around 3:00 to 4:00. And
that's really, so we do see that. You don't
see 15,000 people at one tine. At least in
ny experience.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN: R ght, but
at the heaviest |oad, what do you expect? |

know it's hard to, but --

MR. MARTENS: | couldn't really
tell you. I'mnot a, that's not ny area of
expertise to be able to, | don't think we've

ever figured out --

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN: Wl |
actually, sir, we do need to know that. We,
because in order to determ ne whether we're
havi ng an adequate police --

MR, MARTENS: Sure.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN. -- and
security, we need to know --

MR. MARTENS: | woul d probably
say 7, 000.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN: 7, 000, okay,

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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that's fair.

MR. MARTENS: That's a guess.
["mjust trying to --

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN: That's an
absolute --

MR. MARTENS: -- That nunber.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN. That's
reasonabl e.

MR. MARTENS:. That's given to us
by HSEM as wel | .

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN: No, | share
M. Short's concern, but | also |ook at your
past record and it's pretty solid.

MR. MARTENS: Thank you.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  Thank you.

CHAIR M LLER M. Chenene.

MR, GHENENE: Yes, ma'am |
don't have any questions, but | can coment
to the Board that |I've worked this event the
| ast three to four years and | think they're
very responsive and proactive to any

concerns that we've ever had, MPD s had, and
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ot her events, not the Taste, but you see
that they've participated and they' ve been
very responsive to our needs, MPD s needs,
EMS, Detective Carter's cone and done
undercover |.D. checks and it's always gone
seam essly. And so M. Silverstein's and
M. Short's question about occupancy or,
|'ve never been in the Taste of D.C. where |
felt like this is extrenely crowded. So,
and there's definitely a physical security
and police presence.

MEMBER SHORT: And 1'd just Ilike
to state for the record. |'mvery aware
this event is one of the best, | think, that
this city or probably any city can put on.
And we're very happy to have you running
this event again.

MR. MARTENS: Thank you, very
much. | appreciate it. And I'msorry, |I'm
not trying to skirt your questions, | just
don't want to give you a, a not 100 percent

correct answer.
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MEMBER SHORT: The record w ||

reflect that. Thank you.

CHAIR M LLER Ckay, and it is
your representation that the security that'
being offered this year is the sane as the
past years?

MR. MARTENS: Correct. W have
contracted, | believe there's only been one
year where we've changed security firns. W
have used, in 2011 we used Massive
Entertainment. In 2012 we used CSC, which
|"msure you're all famliar with. And then
In every other year we have continued to use
Massi ve Entertainnent. Wich is a they're,
| think approved by this Board, | believe
and they're, you know, very recognized in
this city as doing a lot of the major
events. The stadi umwork, inside various
stadiuns, so they're --

CHAIR M LLER  Ckay.

MR. MARTENS: -- they're very

good.
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CHAIR M LLER: Ckay. And M.

Ghenene, in the past the security has seened
adequate, at |east --

MR. GHENENE: Yes, ma'am They,
they actually did cone before the Board on
one occasion. | think it was through an
event that you guys had. And they spoke
wth the board about sone of their practices
and they're policy, but outside of that
they, they do work in a lot of the
ni ght cl ubs and they do do a | ot of |arger
events. And they're very open to any of our
concerns. We've given them|.D. books.

We've given themtips on |I.D. training and
t hi ngs of that nature, so.

CHAIR M LLER  And that's good.
And the nunber, the nunbers is, has been
wor ki ng out ?

MR. GHENENE: Yeah, and |'ve
al ways felt security around. It's never
been that you're | ooking and you can't see

security. There's always been security, a
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heavy security presence, and police
presence.

CHAIR M LLER.  Ckay.

MR. MARTENS: And that's al so
done with a lot of intent. As | nentioned,
our 50 staff who are going to be working in
t hese pods, they're, our staff are not
designed to cone in and solve, if there's an
underage issue, if there's sonebody who's
hi ghly intoxicated, our instructions to our
staff is to nake sure you can get ahold of
sonmebody in a yellow jacket, so that they
can conme and take care of that. They're, of
course, trained, they're certified to do
that. And that's really why we want to nake
sure that there's a security personnel
visible within 50 to 100 feet of every one
of our staff nmenbers as well.

MEMBER SHORT: Ckay, and just for
the record, also, | know you normally have a
presence of the D.C. Fire Departnent, the

Fire Marshall's office there, don't you?
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MR. MARTENS: Yes, we have to,

yes.
MEMBER SHORT: Ckay.
CHAIR M LLER  Okay. Any other
guestions here? Al right. Well, I'm
ready to approve the application. 1'd nove

that we approve Taste of D.C. application.

MEMBER SHORT: Second.

CHAIR M LLER M. Short seconded
the notion. Al those in favor say aye.

(Chorus of ayes)

CHAIR M LLER:. Al those opposed.
Al those abstaining. GCkay. Mdtion passes
then. 5-0-0. And we'll get the paperwork
back to you in a m nute.

MR, MARTENS: Ckay. Thank you
all, very nuch.

CHAIR M LLER  Okay. Thank you.

(Wher eupon, the above hearing was

concluded at 10:24 a.m)
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