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P-ROCE-EDI-NGS
(10:56 a.m)

CHAIR M LLER We have one nore Fact
Fi ndi ng Hearing, | believe, on our cal endar for
this norning scheduled for 11 o'clock and it's
10: 56, but it's --

MALE PARTI Cl PANT: Perfect.

CHAIR MLLER: Taste of Georgetown is
here. Proceed.

(O f the record comrents)

MR, CHERNER: Good nor ni ng.

CHAIR MLLER. Good norning. | assune
you are here for Taste of Georgetown?

MR. CHERNER  Yes.

CHAIR MLLER. Good, okay, since we're
early.

MR. CHERNER: No, | don't m nd.

CHAIR MLLER. Al right. Wy don't
you introduce yourselves for the record. This is
the hearing for License Nunber 60605, Taste of
Geor get own.

MR. CHERNER: M chael Cherner.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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CHAIR MLLER. M chael, I'msorry,
what's your |ast nanme?

MR. CHERNER:  Cherner.

CHAIR M LLER  Cherner?

MR CHERNER C-HE R NER

CHAIR MLLER CHE-RT-R okay.

M5. YOUNG And |I'm Debbie Young. |
amthe Events Director with the Georgetown
Busi ness I nprovenent District.

CHAIR MLLER Geat, all right.
Taste of Georgetown, that sounds famliar. Ch,
wait a mnute, we didn't get our investigators to
put their nanes on the record.

| NVESTI GATOR GHENENE: Sorry. ABRA
| nvesti gat or Abyi e Ghenene.

| NVESTI GATOR LEFTW CH.  ABRA
| nvesti gator Vernon Leftw ch.

CHAIR MLLER Ckay. This is going to
take place in Georgetown at 2348 W sconsin Avenue
outside or is that the base? Wat's the --

M5. YOUNG No, it's on K Street.

CHAIR M LLER K Street?

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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M5. YOUNG  Yes.

CHAIR MLLER: OCh, is your restaurant
| ocated at -- Bourbon?

MR. CHERNER: Sorry, yes, that's the
| i cense that we convert for the day.

CHAIR M LLER.  Ckay.

MR CHERNER: It's |ocated on
W sconsi n Avenue, correct.

CHAIR M LLER  That's where the
license is |ocated, but the event is on K Street?

MR. CHERNER: Correct.

MEMBER SHORT: Wat's the address on
K Street?

M5. YOUNG Well we close K Street
down, so it's between W sconsin Avenue and Thonas
Jefferson Street.

MEMBER SHORT: Ckay, great.

CHAIR MLLER. So you've done this
before, correct?

MR. CHERNER: Yes. This is the fifth
year that |'ve run the pavilion where we've done

ABRA |icenses pulled froma | ocation.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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CHAIR M LLER  Yes.

MR. CHERNER: This is the second year
that's in been in that sanme |ocation.

CHAIR M LLER.  Ckay.

MR. CHERNER. So we've done three
different | ocations over the five years, but this
is an identical twin to | ast year.

CHAIR MLLER And how did it go | ast
year, any probl ens?

MR CHERNER It was great except for
rain, so hopefully -- You all can't control that.

CHAIR M LLER. Right.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  Well, nmaybe. At
| east you're under the --

MR. CHERNER: Well the beverage
pavilion is the only part that's not. The
beverage pavilion is actually in what's normal ly
the taxi lane for like in the front of the Tony &
Joe's & Nick's.

M5. YOUNG |It's |like the Washi ngton
Har bour property.

CHAIR M LLER R ght.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MEMBER SHORT:  Oh.

M5. YOUNG So they're not covered.

MR. CHERNER: But, yes, the event is
covered and then the beverage pavilion is to the
side. So the beverage pavilionis fully, if you
see in the picture there's a picket fence that we
put up around the entire pavilion except the one
entrance and that's where we post the "Al coholic

drinks can't go beyond this point," and we do
wr i st bands.

Basically the wistbands are only for
re-entry because it's only 21 allowed in the
pavilion. Once you are allowed in it it means
that you are over 21, but we wistband everyone
as they enter so we know fromthat point forward
that, if anyone hopped the fence or anything
el se.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN: There is no
entrance into there under 21 at all?

MR. CHERNER: Correct.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  Ckay.

MEMBER SHORT: |Is there any barrier

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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going to be up between your event and the river?

MR. CHERNER: In the --

MEMBER SHORT: The river, the water?

MR. CHERNER:. Well, no, we're not on
the -- We're on K Street, but our pavilion for
t he beverages is fully fenced in in all
directi ons.

MEMBER SHORT: Ckay, thank you.

CHAIR MLLER What do you nean you're
covered for rain?

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  The Wit ehur st
Freeway --

CHAIR M LLER: The Wi tehurst Freeway
is the cover?

MR. CHERNER: The mmin event is
underneat h the Wi tehurst Freeway.

M5. YOUNG  Yes.

CHAIR M LLER.  Ckay.

MR. CHERNER: And then the beverage
pavilion is at the taxi stand, so we're not
covered at the beverage pavilion.

MEMBER SHORT:  Yes.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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CHAIR MLLER. But | was wondering, |
was trying to figure out how you were covered
over the street and that's the Witehurst
Freeway, okay.

MR. CHERNER:  Ckay.

CHAIR MLLER That's good, all right.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN: It provides
pretty good coverage.

MR. CHERNER  Yes.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  Twel ve nont hs of
t he year.

CHAIR MLLER So you're doing things
the sane as |last year, we did a review | ast year?

MR. CHERNER: Yes, correct.

CHAIR M LLER:  Sanme anount of
security, same estimate of people?

MR. CHERNER: Well we're hoping for
nore people if there's no rain, but other than
that everything is the exact sanme thing. W're
not serving any full beverages.

It's only -- For your price you get

three, for $10 you get three tasting tickets,

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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whi ch woul d be the equival ent of one drink, but
it's three small tastes.

W' re never giving out full drinks and
they're always in the plastic cups and then we
have both the trash and recycling throughout the
pavi | i on.

CHAIR M LLER.  Ckay.

MR. CHERNER: The event starts, they
start setup at m dnight the night before. The
actual event is 11:00 to 5:00, so we typically
don't start serving in the beverage pavilion
until closer to noon once everything sort of gets
up and running.

And then they have breakdown setup
until 8:00 p.m, |ike they have the street
avai l able for themuntil then, so from5:00 to
8: 00 we have plenty of tinme for breakdown and
clearing out the street and everything of that
nat ur e.

MEMBER SHORT: Did you have to go
bef ore the Mayor's Special Event Conmittee?

MR CHERNER: W did.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MEMBER SHORT: And all of that is
t aken care of ?

MR. CHERNER: Yes, that's all signed
off on before we even can turn in the docunent to
do this.

MEMBER SHORT: G eat.

MR. CHERNER  Yes.

MEMBER SHORT: And | do know the
Ki dney Foundati on, which they have their event in
that sanme | ocation as they noved under
Pennsyl vani a Avenue, nusic, are you going to have
musi c?

MR. CHERNER  Yes.

M5. YOUNG W'Il have a live D.J. and
we are having two piano players fromthe
Geor get own Pi ano Bar.

MEMBER SHORT: Ckay.

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: How did it go | ast
year ?

MR CHERNER: It went well. W
actually, | mean joking aside with the rain, we

actually ended up staying pretty busy anyway. It

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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was a nice warmday, a little bit of drizzle.
Peopl e cane out, enjoyed their taste
and when they got a little wet they went right
back underneath the Whitehurst and got nore food.
MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: Right. Thanks.
MR CHERNER: So it worked out well.
MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: So you are
proj ecting about 8000 participants?
MR CHERNER: For the entire event.
MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: The entire event.
MR. CHERNER: Because we don't all ow
anyone under 21 in the beverage pavilion we
typically in the past, over the last five years,
have averaged anywhere between 800 to 1200 guests
over the course of the day, and that max in that
space i s about 200 guests at any given tine and
in the past we've either had a conbi nation of two
ABRA managers on staff.
Dependi ng on the year we've had
i nvestigators there at the front as well as MPD
and we've sort of taken their |ead way on sort of

do you feel that the pavilion is too full and

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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we' ve never sort of let it go beyond, it's never
been |i ke shoul der-to-shoulder, it's always been
a pretty open venue and a coupl e peopl e hundred
max at a time sort of flowing in and out going
back to get tastes of food.

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: Al right.

CHAIR MLLER: | just wanted to foll ow
up on the security because | think you give a
range i n your answer on the application as to how
much security you intend to have.

MR. CHERNER: Yes, typically when we
turn in the application we hadn't finalized, so
there are 15 MPD officers hired fromthe
rei mbursabl e detail and they are on staff
t hroughout the entire event.

W typically have one at all tines
stationed at our front gate. Since we handle all
of the, we have people who are TIPS certified
doing all of the ID checks, we handle all of the
wri st bandi ng and I D check at the front, but if we
ever have a question or if there is ever an issue

we al ways refer back to the MPD officer that's

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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| ocated at the front of the pavilion.

CHAIR MLLER Ckay. And did you
| ocat e anybody in particular where you are
selling the beverages, | nean, yes, the alcoholic
bever ages?

MR. CHERNER: \Were we're --

CHAIR MLLER: | nean are you talking
about security for the whole event? | assunme not
just the --

MR. CHERNER: Yes, there's 15 MPD for
the entire event and there is always one person
stationed directly at the front of our gate and
then they all have their wal ki e-tal ki es set up.

There's never been, | nean we've never
had a reason to have anyone inside the pavilion
itself. We normally give thema chair and they
normally rotate so that no one is sitting in one
spot the entire day.

CHAIR M LLER  Yes.

MR. CHERNER: So we al ways have one
MPD of ficer at that spot and then they have

radi os to everybody el se.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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CHAIR MLLER Right. Gkay, good.
Ckay. Anybody el se, Investigators, any
guestions?

| NVESTI GATOR LEFTWCH: I n regards to
the wi ne and beer garden are patrons allowed to
| eave that area with their beverage?

MR. CHERNER: No. And that's why the
two, those two little stars at the front near the
office are where we've had the "No al coholic
beverages beyond this point."

CHAIR MLLER Ckay. Anything el se?

(No audi bl e response)

CHAIR MLLER: Al right. | don't see
any problens then. [|'mgoing to nove to approve
this event.

MEMBER SHORT: Second.

CHAIR MLLER Ckay, it's been
seconded. All those in favor say aye.

(Multiple ayes)

CHAIR MLLER: Al those opposed?

(No audi bl e answer)

CHAIR MLLER: Al those abstaining?

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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(No audi bl e answer)

CHAIR MLLER. Mdtion passes, 4-0-0.
Well | hope it doesn't rain.

MR. CHERNER: Thank you and we hope to
see you all there.

CHAIR M LLER: Thank you. Maybe.

MALE PARTI Cl PANT: Sounds |ike you
prosper when it rains.

(O f the record comrents)

MR. CHERNER: Thank you, guys, have a
great day.

CHAIR M LLER: Thank you, you too.

MALE PARTI Cl PANT:  You, too.

MR. CHERNER: Hopefully we'll be out
there in the sunshine.

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: The event
coordi nators are so personable, you know, and
engagi ng and young and full of a |ot of
enthusiasm | like to see that.

MR, CHERNER: Thank you.

M5. YOUNG Thank you. Have a good

day.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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CHAIR M LLER: Thanks, you too. kay,

| think that concludes our norning hearings, so
recess until 1:30 p.m when we have our

af t ernoon heari ngs schedul ed.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled natter

went off the record at 11:06 a.m)

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
Washington DC www.nealrgross.com
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