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P-ROCEEDI-NGS

(9:55 a.m)

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay, the
next case on our calendar is a fact finding
hearing. |Is Mchael Cherner here?

MR. CHERNER.  Yes.

CHAlI RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay, good.
This is with the Bourbon establishnment at 2348
W sconsi n Avenue Northwest, License nunber
60605 for a one day substantial change
application for Taste of Georgetown Event to
occur Septenber 13, 2014.

Ckay. Wien you have a chance, if
you can identify yourself for the record.

MR. CHERNER: Yes. Good norning,
Menbers of the Board. M chael Cherner.

M5. MYAH RA: Yes, hi. |'m Nancy
Myahira, I'"'mwth the Georget own Business
| nprovenent District.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Ckay. You're
M chael Cherner, you're Nancy --

M5. M YAH RA: M yahira.
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CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  What's your

| ast nane?

M5. MYAH RA: Myahira. MI-Y-A-

H1l-R A

CHAl RPERSON M LLER M I-Y-A --

M. MYAH RA: HI-RA

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Thank you.
Ckay. And you're with what?

M5. M YAH RA: The Georget own
Busi ness | nprovenent District.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  Ckay, great.
And our investigator is here?

| NVESTI GATOR PERU: | nvesti gat or
Jason Peru with ABRA.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. W
just want to briefly review your event with
you. | understand that Taste of Ceorgetown,
this is not the first Taste of Georget own
event, correct?

M5. M YAH RA: Correct.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Al'l right.

And have you been involved with the Taste of
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Geor get own?

M5. MYAH RA: Yes, |'ve been with
it since '09. So | can't renenber how many
Tastes --

MR CHERNER: This wll be the
fifth, the fifth one that we've done together.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER.  This is the
first year you've done it?

MR. CHERNER: No, fifth.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Fifth year
you' ve done it.

M5. M YAH RA: W' ve done it
together as far as M ke being involved with
it. But the event's been held for about, this
will be the 21st annual .

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MS. M YAH RA:  Yes.

CHAIl RPERSON M LLER.  So | don't
anticipate this is going to be a | ong hearing.

MR. CHERNER: | do have copi es of
the diagramfor the Board if you'd |iKke.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.
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MR. CHERNER: The map.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  That woul d be
hel pful , thank you.

(O f mcrophone di scussion)

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  If you can
just give a quick kind of overview and |et us
know whet her there's anything different this
year than | ast year

MR CHERNER: So |'ve been running
t he beverage pavilion for five years now. The
only differences are | was the general manager
of Me N Yu Restaurant, and we have done the
substantial change for that restaurant in the
past .

And ny ol d assistant general
manager, who is our ABC namnager on staff for
a few years, and also the person that was our
mai n door guy and | D checker, both are at
Bour bon, so that's why we did the agreenent
wth themis they do their transfer of |icense
for the day to oversee the event. So it's the

same staff that we've used for the last five
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years.

The other difference is just that
the event has noved from Wsconsin Avenue down
to K Street. So it's out of the way of
traffic a little nore. And so the beverage
pavilion is in a different |ocation, but the
sane general set up in terns of how we have it
fenced of f and wi stbands, and only people
that are over 21 in that pavilion.

We still have the MPD detail and
everything for the outdoor festival, and the
DCRA permit. So other than that, that's the
only sort of changes, sort of howit's noved
down the hill. Soit's on alittle bit
flatter of a surface for the guests.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  So you have
it in a pavilion?

MR, CHERNER: Yes. |If you see on
the col or copy, down at the bottomthere's a
small white box. That's the beer and w ne
pavilion. |It's basically the taxi cab stand

area in front of Washi ngton Har bor.
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And so that wll be blocking it

off. And then on the black and white sheet,
that's the actual pavilion with the fencing.

And then everywhere that they see
there's a trash can, what we found is the
easiest to attach the signs that say no
al cohol outside of this pavilion at that front
entrance where the trash cans are. And then
on the trash cans inside, all alcohol nust be
consuned inside this pavilion are the two
types of signs that we have for that.

CHAIl RPERSON M LLER:  So you have
in the application that you expect 10,000
persons. 10,000 persons --

M5. MYAH RA: | think it depends.
This is a five hour event. Usually we've had,
It depends on the year and the weather. So it
usual ly fluctuates between 5,000 and 10, 000
people. Last year was actually a lighter
year. It was a very hot day, we held it in
early June.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN: Can you speak

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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up, or speak into the mc?

M5. M YAH RA: Sure. It
fluctuates between 5,000 and 10, 000 peopl e
dependi ng on the weather. And |ast year was
very hot. It was early June, so that's hence
we've noved it to Septenber.

And so we've had as high | evels of
att endance as 10, 000, but we've also had | ower
| evel s at 5, 000.

MR. CHERNER: And the beverage
pavilion itself, the nost nunber of sales that
we've had in that pavilion are 1,000 of the
three ticket pack

So we' ve never had nore than 1, 000
peopl e over the five hours within that
beverage pavilion. So an average of about 150
people in the pavilion at any given tine at a
maxi mum

The other thing that we have done
Is we've sort of turned the MPD officers on
site that day and said if you need us, if you

think that we're getting close to where it's
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too many people, let us know and we'll hold
the line and we'll do it one in and one out at
t hat poi nt

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN: So if | may
ask, the max nunber that you've had in the
pavilion at one tine is about --

MR, CHERNER: Approxi mately 150,
yes.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  And the max
nunmber of people you have at the event at one
time woul d be? Because obviously you're not
having the entire crowd there the entire tine.
And obvi ously sone peopl e | eave, other people
show up.

What, you know, that makes it
difficult for us to figure how many security
if it's a longer event.

M5. MYAH RA: | don't know, |
can't say how many exactly would be at any
given time at the event. W do have 11

Recreational Detail Oficers that we have on
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board for this event.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN.  But what do
you assune would be the | argest --

M5. M YAH RA: Nunber of people at
any tinme?

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN.  -- nunber of
people at the event at its peak?

M5. M YAH RA: Probably about
1,000 to 1,500 people, per se. | nean, you
know, and they're neandering through, | don't
know t he di stance, but there's about 30 to 35
tasting booths. They're separate fromthe
w ne and beer pavilion.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN: Ckay. M.
Al berti? Oh, |I'msorry.

CHAIl RPERSON M LLER: | think you
have 16 security witten on your application,
but | thought | heard you just say 11 MPD?

MR. CHERNER: El even MPD detail,
and then we al ways have two nenbers at the
door that are our nornmally evening security

that were at Mei N Yu and now at Bour bon that
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do the | D check.

And then we have two that rotate
intorelive themat different points. And
then we have nyself and our ABRA nmanager t hat
have both handl ed those situations when we
wer e running restaurants.

So that's where | got to that 15
nunber was the people that weren't MPD
detailed, but they're still sort of part of
team of security if that makes sense.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Ckay, and
this nunber, is this the sane, this security
nunber, is this the sane as |ast year and the
years before?

MR, CHERNER: | believe it's the
sane as last year. |I'mnot sure of the years
prior to that.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Ckay. And do
you renenber how you arrived at that nunber
| ast year?

MR. CHERNER:  For?

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  For 16. You
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know, did you confirmwith MPD, is this what

the Board ordered you last year? O do you
recall how you got to that nunber?

MR. CHERNER: You know, |'ve
always listed it in sort of our packet when
we' ve had the questions, and al ways sort of
mentioned it when |'ve been asked to sort of
go through the questionnaire. | don't
remenber the Board ever asking if it was
enough or not in the past.

We' ve al ways tal ked about naking
sure it was the risk managenent, the cups for
water were different than the beverage. |
don't renmenber that being sonething that we
had di scussed.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

M5. M YAH RA: Yes, and our
operations director is not here today, John
Weavenson. He does confer with MPD on the
entire, of course, event security.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Who is that?

MS. M YAH RA: John Weavenson, our
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operations director at the Georgetown Bid.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

M5. M YAH RA: He could not be
her e today.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. Al
right. Oher questions? M. Alberti?

MEMBER ALBERTI: Wl cone back. |
t hought | recogni zed you before, but | didn't
think it was Bourbon. So now | understand.

MR. CHERNER: No, not a problem

MEMBER ALBERTI: So the al cohol is
contained in that one service area, right?

MR. CHERNER  Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Consunption and
service. So that's ny nost concern. So how
| arge is that area?

M5. MYAH RA: It's about 100
feet?

MR, CHERNER: Yes, | believe it's
about 100 feet wi de, and about 30 feet across.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay, soO --

MR. CHERNER  And | nean, the
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i dea, the other thing, | don't knowif it's
nmentioned in any of the stuff that you have
behi nd your desk is the tastings are basically
the price of one drink for three tasters.

The idea is when peopl e | eave our
pavilion to have a taste of things, that
they'll go get the food for the food booths
that are outside of that pavilion, and then
hopeful Iy service the Georgetown busi nesses
for drinks throughout the day for ful
consunpti on of beverages.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Right.

MR CHERNER: So it's just
supposed to be a tasting area during the
festival.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay, so w ||
they bring food in?

MR, CHERNER: They can bring food
in wth them but they can't take the drinks
out .

MEMBER ALBERTI: Yes, okay. So

just on that, the northern edge of that

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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there's additional fencing there that fences
this in, this area in, right?

M5. M YAH RA: There's fencing
around the entirety.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Entirety, okay.

M5. M YAH RA: Exactly.

MEMBER ALBERTI: So | ook, so you
nmenti oned that you have two people at the
entrance at all tinmes, checking IDs. Wat
ot her security do you have, you know, just
like in one of your establishnments because
peopl e at the door, you have security inside.
What are your plans for that?

MR. CHERNER: So we al ways have, |
guess, a total of six people at the beverage
pavilion, two MPD detail at the front, two ID
checkers at the front, nyself and an ABRA
manager inside the pavilion, and a roam ng.

MEMBER ALBERTI : Ckay.

MR. CHERNER: So at the point
itself, there's all of us there.

MEMBER ALBERTI: So you answered

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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my ot her question. So two MPD w il be

actually there to nonitor the --

MR. CHERNER:  Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Al right, | have
no further questions. Thank you.

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: Just curi ous,
"' mnew on the Board, have you ever had any
incidents in the prograns?

MR. CHERNER: There was an
I ncident the year before | took over the
beverage pavilion. | was doing sort of one of
the restaurant booths. And there was, at the
time it was nore of an open tasting, and it
was inside the --

M5. MYAH RA: The |awn at the
Grace Church, the pavilion, yes.

MR. CHERNER: The | awn of G ace
Church. And so it was nore of a showcase for
the | ocal beer and w nenmekers, and there
wasn't really control fromour end on top of
it.

And that's when | took over and we

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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said let's have the pavilion separate, and
al so raises sone nore funds with the tasting
tickets for the charity organi zation.

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ:  (Ckay.

MR. CHERNER: So we haven't had an
I nci dent since then.

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: (Good, good.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER Ot hers? |
just want to clarify, in your booth, you're
serving beer and wne, is that 1t?

MR. CHERNER:  Yes.

CHAIl RPERSON M LLER:  And not any
ot her drinks, not even non-al coholic, just
beer and wi ne, right?

MR CHERNER: We al ways have wat er
on hand in case soneone needs it. But we
don't, | think, is it Whole Foods that does
the water sal es?

M5. M YAH RA: They won't be doing
water this year. But yes, we'll wusually have
wat er, bottled water available. People don't

have to purchase that.
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CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Even for

free?

MR. CHERNER  Yes, | nean --

M5. MYAH RA: |If sonething
happens, sure.

MR CHERNER: -- we have it ready
iIf we need it. We have water for, |ike, the
staff. And if anyone ever needs water, we
hand it out to the guests.

M5. MYAH RA: And there's a first
aid tent nearby for the event --

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  There's a
what ?

M5. MYAH RA: A first aid tent.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  First aid?

MS. M YAH RA: Yes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  Ckay, great.
Ckay. M. Peru?

| NVESTI GATOR PERU: Just a coupl e
questions. The $10, is that entry fee for the
whol e event, or just for the alcohol pavilion?

MR, CHERNER: No, that's just for

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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the al cohol pavilion. It's not an entry fee,
it's $10 for three tasting tickets.

| NVESTI GATOR PERU:. So you get
tickets, and so all you can have is three
sanpl es?

MR CHERNER: Right. You can
purchase three nore tickets if you wanted to
have, we don't limt people to one set of
three tickets.

| NVESTI GATOR PERU:. Ckay, okay.

MR, CHERNER: But we do have, |ike
| said, the ABRA people on hand, sorry, ABRA
managers on hand to nmake sure that there's no
over service.

| NVESTI GATOR PERU: So it's three
tastings per $10. Ckay.

MR CHERNER: Correct.

| NVESTI GATOR PERU: And so are you
guys pre-selling tickets, or at the door, or
how i s this working?

M5. MYAH RA: Yes, there are pre-

sells online at Tasteof Geor get own. com
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| NVESTI GATOR PERU:. So everyone

that shows up is going to be IDd on site for
the --

MR CHERNER: Correct. No one's
allowed in the pavilion that's under 21. And
you have to have 100 percent ID. So we have
had sone issues with sone ol der guests that
don't bring ID, but we explain to themthat we
need to have an ID as part of sort of what we
tell the Board that we're going to do for the
event .

| NVESTI GATOR PERU: And |
understand it's contained by a fence, but are
they getting wist bands before they enter, or
howis this --

MR. CHERNER: Yes, at the |ID check
we do wist bands as well.

| NVESTI GATOR PERU:. Wi st bands,
Is there a color of the wist band?

MR, CHERNER |'m not sure yet.

We haven't ordered the wist bands yet. But

it'll be one color. It wll be one set of

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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wrist bands for the entire event.

| NVESTI GATOR PERU: For the entire
tasting pavilion? Ckay.

MR. CHERNER: For the beverage
pavilion. Yes, there's no --

| NVESTI GATOR PERU:.  Ckay.

MR, CHERNER: The event on the
street is open. There's no fencing for the
actual Taste of Georgetown event.

| NVESTI GATOR PERU:. Ckay, okay.

So it's going to be just a solid color.
You're not sure what that's going to be
exactly yet?

MR, CHERNER  No.

| NVESTI GATOR PERU:.  Ckay.

MR CHERNER: And we were told in
the past to use the tape wi stbands because we
were told that's better than the ones with the
clip because they can be stretched off and
onto people's wists. W normally get the
tape, the paper and tape ones so that --

| NVESTI GATOR PERU: Who' s

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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provi ding the al cohol for this event?

MR, CHERNER: We're in talks right
now with a couple of our people as w ne
purveyors, as we've worked with draft
distilleries mainly through prem um
distributers in the past.

| NVESTI GATOR PERU: Ckay. And do
you know when the al cohol is going to be
del i ver ed?

MR CHERNER: So | think | had put
in that we had requested that we could get the
al cohol on Friday so we could chill it
overni ght for the event on Saturday.

| NVESTI GATOR PERU: So t he event
on the outskirts is all ages, correct? It's
a famly event, the taste?

MS. M YAH RA: Correct, yes.

Ri ght .

| NVESTI GATOR PERU: Ckay. And are
your | D checkers tip certified?

MR. CHERNER  Yes.

| NVESTI GATOR PERU: And that's all

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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| have, Madam Chair.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  Ckay, do you
have any concerns about the security or
anyt hi ng?

| N\VESTI GATOR PERU:  No. You know,
they nentioned 16, | nean, 11 MPD detail. You
know, | see MPD's going to be closing the
street. So you're saying that you're going to
have 16 total for the whole event. That's
i ncluding the pavilion, correct? Did |
m sunder st and t hat ?

MR, CHERNER: Correct, 11 MPD and
then five of our staff.

| N\VESTI GATOR PERU: Then five of
your guys.

MR. CHERNER: And so for the
actual beverage pavilion, we'll have our five
plus the two MPD that are stationed at the
front entrance to the al cohol pavilion.

| N\VESTI GATOR PERU:  Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay, good.

Thank you. Al right, any other questions?

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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You have a good track record, and

| appreciate your going over the details with

And |I'm going to nove that we

approve this application. Do | have a second?

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ:  Second.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER M. Rodri guez

seconded the notion. All those in favor, say

(Chorus of ayes)

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Al'l those

(No audi bl e response)

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Al'l those

(No audi bl e response)

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  Moti on passes
zero. Ckay.

M5. M YAH RA: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: Have a great

We'll get this back to you.

M5. M YAH RA: Thank you very

202-234-4433
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much.

MR, CHERNER: Septenber 13th, we
hope to see you there.

(Wher eupon, the hearing in the

above-entitled matter was concluded at 10:10.)
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