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DI STRI CT OF COLUMBI A
+ + + + +

ALCOHCOLI C BEVERAGE CONTROL BOARD
+ + + + +
MVEETI NG

IN THE MATTER OF:

Meseret Ali & Yonas Chere t/a

Mer kat o Et hi opi an Rest aur ant Show Cause
1909 9th Street, NW Heari ng
Retailer CR - ANC-1B

Li cense No. 89019

Case #14-251-00018

(Operating After Legal Hours)

August 6, 2014

The Al coholic Beverage Control
Board net in the Al coholic Beverage Control
Heari ng Room Reeves Buil ding, 2000 14th
Street, NW, Suite 400S, Washington, D.C.
20009, Chairperson Ruthanne M|l er, presiding.

PRESENT:

RUTHANNE M LLER, Chair person
Nl CK ALBERTI, Menber

DONALD BROOKS, Menber

M KE SI LVERSTEI N, Menber
HECTOR RODRI GUEZ, Menber
JAVMES SHORT, Menber

ALSO PRESENT:

FERNANDO RI VERO, QAG

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com
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P-ROCEEDI-NGS

(10:10 a.m)

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Case No. 14-
251- 00018, Merkato Ethiopi an Rest aur ant
| ocated at 1909 9th Street, N W, License No.
89019, in ANC 1B

This is actually called for 11:00.
| s anybody here on that case?

I NTERPRETER: |'mthe Interpreter.

CHAlI RPERSON M LLER:  You're the
Interpreter. Gkay. You can stay there for a
m nute. | thought the Governnent was here.
Ckay. On, okay. Good norning, M. Rivero.

MR. RIVERO | understand ny case
is being called now?

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Wl |, your
case i s scheduled for 11:00.

MR. RIVERO Right.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  And we were
informed that the licensee is seeking a
continuance and so if you were ready to

address the case, we were going to do it now

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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and | et you go.

MR RIVERG Yes, I'"'mnot ready to
address the matter.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay. Then
we wll call the Stadium case and you can cone
| ater.

MR. RIVERO Geat. Thanks.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. Al
right.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled
matter went off the record at 10:12 a.m and
resuned at 11:52 a.m)

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  So it's 11:52
and | think we had an 11:00 hearing that is --
I think we are going to nove that to 1:30.

That is Case No. 14-251-00018, Merkato

Et hi opi an Restaurant. Al right. | don't
bel i eve anybody is here for that right now, so
we are noving that to 1:30 p. m

And that conpl etes our norning
calendar and we wll recess until 1:30.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

202-234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Page 4

matter went off the record at 11:52 a.m and
resuned at 11:55 a.m)

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  All right.
Ckay. GCkay. Correction. W are going to go
back to the Merkato Ethiopian Restaurant case,
Case No. 14-251-00018, located at 1909 9th
Street, N.W, License No. 89019, in ANC 1B.

Wul d the parties introduce
thensel ves for the record, please?

MR. RIVERG  Good norning, Board
Menbers. Fernando Rivero for the District of
Col unbi a.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Good nor ni ng.
| see that no one is here from Merkato
Et hi opi an Restaurant. And ny understanding is
that they would like the hearing to be
conti nued.

Wul d you like to speak to that,
M. Rivero?

MR. RIVERGC  Thank you. Yes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MR RIVERG It actually took ne a

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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couple of hours to find the facts, because |
was not made aware of a nunber of things that
wer e happening, but once | learned it, | do
understand that the |icensee contacted the
Agency yesterday with a request for a
cont i nuance.

The reason being that at the
schedul ed hearing tinme, the licensee is in
anot her | egal proceeding across town. | do,
on that basis, consent and, in fact, it would
be better for the witness who | have who is on
the nightshift. And | think it would be
better to continue the hearing to another
time.

| woul d ask, however, that we find
a 10: 00 schedul e, rather than an 11:00
schedul e, if possible, if ny wwtness is com ng
in fromthe nightshift. This hearing was
originally scheduled at 10:00. And it was
noved by the Agency to 11:00. And | had no
problemw th that, assumng that it was

happeni ng at 11: 00.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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So if there is a 10:00 time for

t he next continued hearing, that would be
preferable. This is a Show Cause Hearing, so
it cannot be schedul ed at 9: 30 when you have
your Status Hearings.

So other than that, we consent.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.
Questions by Board Menbers?

All right. Gven that, | believe
that counsel is in another court. |[|s the
counsel in another court or just the party?

MR RIVERO That is to see.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Huh?

MR, RIVERO It's uncl ear whether
the attorney who conveyed a nessage today is
the attorney of record in this proceedi ng, but
the licensee, who is the respondent, is in a
proceedi ng across town.

CHAIl RPERSON M LLER.  Onh, the
i censee is.

MR. RIVERO Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. Ckay.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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Al right. Based on that then and the fact

that the Governnent is consenting to the
conti nuance, | would nove that we grant the
cont i nuance.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Second.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. M.

Al berti seconded the notion.

Al those in favor say aye.

ALL: Aye.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  All those
opposed? All those abstaining? The notion
passes 6-0-0.

MR RIVERO W wll work with
counsel --

CHAl RPERSON M LLER M. Rivero?

MR. RIVERO. -- to reschedul e.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  Ckay. She
has given ne a date in which we can set
tentatively and you can see whet her you -- you
can change it, but it's Cctober 22nd at 11:00
a.m And | know that you have indicated a

preference for 10:00. | don't know if she

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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knows that or not.

But we are going to set it for
Cctober 22nd at 11:00. And then you can feel
free to contact Ms. Jenkins and see if --

MR RIVERG Yes, I'll work wth
her .

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  -- you can
arrange anyt hi ng.

MR RIVERGC No problem

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MR. RIVERG And obviously, the
| i censee.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER Ckay. And we
will be personally serving -- sending service
to the |icensee about this change in date.

MR RIVERG  Thank you.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay. Thank
you. All right. So that concludes this
nmorni ng's cal endar and we wll recess.

(Wher eupon, the Show Cause Heari ng
in the above-entitled matter was concl uded at

11:59 a. m)
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