DI STRI CT OF COLUMBI A
+ + + + +

ALCOHOLI C BEVERAGE CONTROL BOARD
+ + + + +

MEETI NG

IN THE MATTER OF:

Fl ora Restaurant & Lounge, LLC

t/a Ghion Restaurant Show Cause
2010 9th Street, NW Heari ng
Retailer CT - ANC-1B

Li cense No. 86205

Case #13- CMP-00473

(Operating After Hours,
Substantial Change in Operation,
Interfered Wth Investigation,
Failed to Post License, Failed
to Post Wndow Lettering)

July 23, 2014

The Al coholic Beverage Control
Board nmet in the Al coholic Beverage Control
Heari ng Room Reeves Buil di ng, 2000 14th
Street, N.W, Suite 400S, Washington, D.C

20009, Chai rperson Ruthanne M Il er, presiding.

PRESENT:

RUTHANNE M LLER, Chai rperson
DONALD BROOKS, Menber

M KE SI LVERSTEI N, Menber
HECTOR RODRI GUEZ, Menber
JAVES SHORT, Menber

ALSO PRESENT:

M CHAEL STERN, QAG
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P-ROCEEDI-NGS
(10: 04 a.m)

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. W
have two cases schedul ed for 10:00 a.m And
| notice there is a baby in the audi ence and
| wanted to ask you are you here on a case?
Do you want to cone forward to the table and
| et nme know what case you are on, because
may want to take your case ahead of the other
case.

M5. ASAFAR  Ghi on Restaurant and
Lounge, 2010 9th Street.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Onh, vyes,

Fl ora Restaurant & Lounge?

M5. ASAFAR  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Okay. Are
you here by yourself or do you have any
attorney representing you?

M5. ASAFAR. No, |'m here by
nysel f.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Okay. Would

it -- what?
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MS. ASAFAR. Do you want ne to
cone later? |'mby nyself.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Wbul d you
| i ke us to take your case first then because
of your baby?

M5. ASAFAR  (kay.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. So if
you can sit or whatever is easiest for you.

M5. ASAFAR  (kay.

M5. GEPHARDT: \What case is this?

CHAI RPERSON M LLER.  This is -- we
have two cases schedul ed for 10: 00 Show Cause
Hearing. This is the second one, Flora
Restaurant & Lounge t/a CGhion Restaurant. |Is
t hat your case?

MS. ASAFAR  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER Ckay. That's
your case. Wiat's your nane?

M5. ASAFAR  Astera Asafar.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  And you are
t he owner?

MS. ASAFAR: Yes.
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CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Yes. Ckay.
Ms. Gephardt? M. Gephardt?

M5. GEPHARDT: Ch, I'msorry?

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Coul d you
cone to the table for a second?

M5. GEPHARDT: Ch, | think --

MR. STERN: Excuse ne. M chael
Stern, Madam Chair.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER We have two
cases schedul ed for 10:00.

MR, STERN:  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  And | am j ust
trying to decide which case to proceed with
first. | understand she has a baby with her,
but that may be a nore detail ed case,

conplicated case than the first one, so | was

wondering if you could -- | don't know which
case you are on. |If you could --

MR STERN: Yes. | am--

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  -- speak to
t hat ?

MR. STERN. -- on the second one
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| i sted.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Ckay.

MR. STERN: The Ghi on Restaurant,
which is this young lady's case. That will be
one, potentially two witnesses. | expect
direct to take 10 to 15 mnutes, | guess, with
Board questions and cross-exam nati on maybe
hal f hour total.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Ckay.

MR. STERN. | don't know what case
you want.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled
matter went off the record at 10:06 a.m and
resuned at 10:07 a.m)

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  So what |
want to tell you is that after hearing about
the conplexities of each case, the first one
ahead of you on the calendar is a pretty quick
case. They only have one w tness and the
ot her parties are not here.

So | have been advised that we

should stick with that order then. So you can

Page 5




o o B~ W DN

~

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

-- you don't have to sit here in the courtroom
for that. If you want to go outside, it's
going to be at |east 15 m nutes.

M5. ASAFAR (Ckay. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Okay. Al
right.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled
matter went off the record at 10:08 a.m and
resunmed at 10:15 a.m)

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Okay. The
second 10: 00 case is Case No. 13-CMP-00473,
Ghi on Restaurant |ocated at 2010 9th Street,
N. W, License No. 86205, in ANC 1B.

MR. STERN: M chael Stern
representing the District of Colunbia.

Coul d we have a five m nute pass?
We are just naking sonme copies.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Sure. Are
you -- and is the owner --

MR. STERN: | believe she is in
the --

CHAI RPERSON M LLER.  Waiting roonf
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MR STERN:.  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER Ckay. So you
want five m nutes?

MR STERN:.  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Okay. Then
the Board will recess for five mnutes and
return at 10:22.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled
matter went off the record at 10:16 a.m and
resunmed at 10:19 a.m)

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. W are
back on the record with the Ghi on Restaurant
case, Case No. 13-CwP-00473. Do you want to
I ntroduce yourself one nore tinme?

MR. STERN: M chael Stern
representing the District of Col unbia.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. You
don't have to stand. Watever is easiest.

M5. ASAFAR  (Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  The
m crophone is on the table.

M5. ASAFAR (Okay. W have one
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day, so you can -- like |I have one sister.
She is deaf. They cone ding on the door, she
don't listen to them She don't -- they have
| i ke her friends there and then the next day
when you cone --

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  No, wait. W
are not starting the hearing.

M5. ASAFAR  (Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. Let ne
-- | just wanted you to give your nanme again.

M5. ASAFAR  (kay.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Your nane
agai n?

M5. ASAFAR  Astera Asafar.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Okay. Al
right. So and are you the owner?

M5. ASAFAR  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. Let ne
just tell you this is a |legal proceeding.
Basi cally, the Governnment has brought charges
agai nst your establishnment, certain

vi ol ati ons.
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M5. ASAFAR  (Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  And he
represents the CGovernment.

M5. ASAFAR  (Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  And so he has
the burden of proof. He goes first with an
openi ng statenent, what the case is about.

M5. ASAFAR  Present?

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  He does, yes.

M5. ASAFAR  (Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER.  Now, he is a
| awyer. Okay. And then he is going to call
sone w tnesses and ask them questions. And
you can ask them questions when he is done on
their testinony. 1'll let you know again and
t he Board can.

"' mgoing to put you under oath
when you are going to testify and you usually
testify over there, unless because of the baby
it's easier over here. | can neke
accommodat i on

M5. ASAFAR  (kay.
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CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. And
actually, I want to swear -- you're going to
testify, right? Talk about your case?

MS. ASAFAR  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Okay. | want
to swear you in now, because sonetines people
get confused, because you could do an opening
statenent |ike him but you don't have to.

You can just wait until your own case and tell
your story.

MS. ASAFAR  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: Al right.

So I'mgoing to ask you if you swear to tel

t he truth.

M5. ASAFAR | like to --

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  What ?

M5. ASAFAR | like to talk to his
assi stant.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER.  Can you what ?

M5. ASAFAR | like to talk to
assi stant.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Al'l right.
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M5. ASAFAR. Can | choose you for
t he case?

MR, STERN. | don't think -- |
think there is disagreenent as to the facts.
|'"'mnot sure we are going to resolve it by
di scussing it any further.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  You have
al ready -- have you had di scussi ons?

MR, STERN:. W had a short
di scussi on about this. And fromwhat |I'm
understanding, this is a difficult situation,
which I'"mnot 100 percent sure the respondent

I s understandi ng everything I'msaying. |'m

not sure |I'm understandi ng what she is saying.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Ri ght.
Before we even get into a hearing, | want to
make sure that we don't have issues involving
her understandi ng --

MR, STERN:.  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER.  -- the
process. Are there any | anguage issues?

VR, STERN: | don't know t he
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answer for sure. | know that in nmy discussing
things with her, it didn't appear to ne as

t hough she was understandi ng everything | was
sayi ng.

As | said, | didn't follow
everything that she was saying. | don't
believe English is her first | anguage. That's
all 1 can tell you.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: Al right.
Let ne ask you, Ms. Asafar.

M5. ASAFAR  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER Do you have
any probl ens understanding English in this --
to go on with the case?

M5. ASAFAR |'m not about to
say --

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Wbul d you
prefer to have an interpreter for free?

M5. ASAFAR  Yes, okay.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Shoul d we
conti nue the case?

M. ASAFAR:. Anmhari c.
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MR. STERN. Amharic. For the
Board's edification, | just asked the
applicant, her native |anguage is Amharic. So
| don't know if you are famliar with that.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: | "' m sorry.
Say that again, M. Stern.

MR. STERN:. M understanding is
fromwhat she just told ne that her native
| anguage i s Amharic.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Ckay.

MR, STERN. | have no famliarity
nyself with the origin or what that |anguage--

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Ckay.

MR. STERN. -- is going to be.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: Do you have
an opinion as to whether the Board shoul d
continue this case and provide an interpreter?

MR, STERN:. No.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:.  No, you don't
have an opinion or what?

MR STERN. | was just going to

say the first time we are actually speaki ng
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today -- is today when this was here for
status, sonebody stood in for ne and | didn't
get an indication that this would be an issue.
It did raise an issue with me when | first
spoke to her.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Ckay.

MR STERN. At her ability to
understand and | would certainly be
confortable if the Board wi shed to get the
| anguage line to assist her in getting an
I nterpreter.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. Yes.

Ckay. Gkay. | think, you know, when in
doubt, | would prefer to continue and get an
interpreter. But | would also say -- ask you

If we continue this case, that you m ght want

to bring soneone el se to take care of your

baby at the sane tinme or sonething. Do you

think that for you to participate in a hearing

and take care of a baby it's very difficult.
Do you think you coul d get

sonebody to assist you that way?

Page 14




o o B~ W DN

~

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

Page 15

M5. ASAFAR R ght now?

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  No. If we
continue the case and you have notice of when
the hearing wll be, because we are about to
start a hearing with witnesses and questions
and we never had a baby here and | --

M5. ASAFAR  (kay.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  -- it | ooks
very difficult.

MS. ASAFAR  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER So that's
what | would advise if you could get sone
assi stance, you know.

MS. ASAFAR Yes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: But are you- -
woul d you like us to continue the case and
have an interpreter here for your |anguage?

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  To conti nue
t he case.

MS. ASAFAR  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Ch, okay,

right. Which neans we woul d not have the




o o B~ W DN

~

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

heari ng today. W would have it on anot her
day when you have an interpreter.

M5. ASAFAR  (Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Is that what
you woul d |ike?

M5. ASAFAR  (kay.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER.  And do you

t hi nk you coul d get assistance for the baby,

t 00?

M5. ASAFAR  Yes, | will have
sone.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Ckay.
Because it wll be difficult for you.

M5. ASAFAR  Yes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: You know, it
could take an hour and a half or two hours for
a hearing.

M5. ASAFAR  (kay.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Okay. Al
right. So we are going to continue this case.
Do we have a date? W don't have a date yet.

So the Board will send out a hearing notice to
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you with a date in the mail.

M5. ASAFAR  (Ckay.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ch, okay.

Allow ne to get that and nake sure the Board

is wiwth ne on this.

" mgoing to nove then to continue

this case in order that the |icensee have an

interpreter at the hearing. |I|s there a

second?

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ:  Second.
CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Ckay.
Al those in favor say aye.
MEMBER SHORT: Aye.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Aye.
MEMBER RODRI GUEZ:  Aye.
MEMBER BROCKS: Aye.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  All those

opposed?

MEMBER SI LVERSTEI N No.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Okay. The
notion passes 4-1-0. So we will notify you of

the date when we find a date on the cal endar.
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W will let you know.
M5. ASAFAR  (Ckay.
CHAI RPERSON M LLER  The date.

And maybe, M. Stern, you can be in touch with

her as well.

MR STERN. | will.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Ckay.

MR. STERN. She al ready has ny
card.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Ckay.

MR. STERN: And | want to
apol ogi ze to the Board. |[If | had known this
was an issue, | would have raised it before
now.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Okay. Al
right. Thank you.

MR, STERN: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. Let's
go. Al right. Then our next hearing is
schedul ed for 11:00 a.m, so the Board is
going to recess until then.

(Wher eupon, the Show Cause Hearing
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in the above-entitled matter was concl uded at

10: 28 a.m)
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