DI STRI CT OF COLUMBI A
+ + + + +

ALCOHOLI C BEVERAGE CONTROL BOARD
+ + + + +

MVEETI NG
IN THE MATTER OF:
Pub Craw
Applicant: M chael Branson & Fact -
Al ex Lopez Fi ndi ng
Date of Event: 9/13/2014 Heari ng

Event: Bright-N Pint

Nei ghbor hood: Ml ti ple Licensed
Prem ses

Size of Event: 2,800 to 3,500

The nanes of establishnents
participating in the Pub Craw
are avail abl e upon request.

July 23, 2014

The Al coholic Beverage Control
Board nmet in the Al coholic Beverage Control
Heari ng Room Reeves Buil di ng, 2000 14th
Street, N.W, Suite 400S, Washington, D.C

20009, Chai rperson Ruthanne M Il er, presiding.

PRESENT:

RUTHANNE M LLER, Chai rperson
DONALD BROOKS, Menber

HERMAN JONES, Menber

M KE SI LVERSTEI N, Menber
HECTOR RODRI GUEZ, Menber
JAVES SHORT, Menber

ALSO PRESENT:

KOFI APRAKU, ABRA | nvesti gator
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P-ROCEEDI-NGS
(1:45 p.m)

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Okay. |
t hi nk perhaps the individuals may be here for
the pub crawl. GCkay. So we have conpl et ed
our Licensing Agenda and we will pick up our
Legal Agenda after the hearings when we have
anot her break in hearings, since the parties
are here.

So why don't you cone forward?
Hol d on a second. Could you hold one second?
Okay. W have called a Fact-Finding Hearing
for an event called Bright-N-Pint on Septenber
13, 2014 in Dupont Circle. So you are here
for that, right?

MR, BRAMSON:  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. So why
don't you identify yourselves for the record?

MR. BRAMSON: M chael Branson.

MR, LOPEZ: Al ex Lopez.

| NVESTI GATOR APRAKU: | nvesti gat or

Kofi Apraku w th ABRA.
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CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. G eat.
So I know you all have been here before. You
have done quite a few pub craws, right?

MR, BRAMSON:  Yes.

MR. LOPEZ: Yes, we have.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER.  How many have
you done now?

MR. BRAMSON. In D.C, we usually
do about six a year.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Six a year?

MR, BRAMSON:  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Okay. |
don't think we have called you in for every
pub crawl, but if we have, we probably won't
call you in for every pub craw .

MR. BRAMSON. Right.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  So because |
t hi nk yours have been going well. There
haven't been any problens, right?

MR, BRAMSON: Correct.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. G eat.

So this one was identified to call you in
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because we didn't know whether the tinme was
| ater than normal. | think the tinme goes
until |ike 11:007

MR, LOPEZ: Yes, this one, yes,
from3:00 to 11:00.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Ri ght.

MR, LOPEZ: And we got called in
| ast year for the sanme reason. Most of our
crawls are from1:00 to 9:00.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Ri ght.

MR. LOPEZ: This one, the reason
it being alittle bit later is because it's a
bri ght col ored neon thene.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Ckay.

MR LOPEZ: So we give away
I nstead of -- we always do the nob. Those --
usual ly we give away sone party beads. This
tinme, we give away glow sticks, so it nakes
nore sense for a night event. And we had this
exact one | ast year.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Ch, you did?
Ckay.
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MR. BRAMSON: W al so have anot her
on that is 3:00 to 11:00, which is our
Val entine's Day event. So | nean, we only
have two that are 3:00 to 11: 00 and all the
rest are 1: 00 to 9:00.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  Ckay. So the
| ast one you had was at the sane tine, | nean,
In Septenber or it was the sane --

MR. BRAMSON. Sane date, yes,
Septenber. Sane thene.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Sane event ?

MR. BRAMSON: Sane event, yes.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. Sane
anount of peopl e?

MR, BRAMSON:  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Okay. |
think it was tagged or caught one of the Board
Menber's attention anyway, because we recently
had anot her pub crawl in here and talking
about going |later and one of our Investigators
rai sed a concern about oh, then they are

mxing wth the night cromd. Like sone are
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much earlier, so that the pub crawl is
basically over maybe before the regul ar
eveni ng crowd cane in.

MR. BRAMSON: Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: | don't know.
So that's what we wanted to just discuss wth
you. And you have had experience with this
and nmaybe you can address whether that is an
| ssue. You probably don't think it is or you
woul dn't be applying for it, right?

MR. BRAMSON. Right.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  But maybe you
can talk about is it different when they go to
11: 00 as opposed to 9:007?

MR, BRAMSON: | nean, we,
honestly, haven't -- like | said, we have had
two Valentine's Day events from3:00 to 11:00
and we have had Bright-N-Pint, too. | nean,
not a | ot of people really stay until 11:00
anyway.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Yes.

MR. BRAMSON: A | ot of people
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just, you know, register at 3:00 p.m and by
8:00, 7:00 or 8:00, I nean, | would say like
a large percent of themeither go sonewhere
el se or go party or just go back honme. So |
mean, it's--

MR LOPEZ: And | think especially
our crowd, because they are so used to the
1:00 to 9:00, so they are used to getting
there between 1:00 and 4:00 to register
normally. So the only difference that we see
in these events is at 3:00 we get hit by the
wave with the |lines as opposed to when we do
the 1:00 to 4:00, they cone at 3:00 to 4:00.

So they are still comng at the
sane time, they are just leaving a little bit
-- | nmean, | think they just -- | nean, they
m ght stay instead of |leaving at 7:00 or 8:00
normal Iy, they are going to | eave at 9:00 or
10: 00, which is before the normal crowd.

| mean, we did it l|ast year and
that was our -- well, second attenpt. Like

our first Cupid s was the sanme thing, 11:00.
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W were testing it out and we hadn't -- |
nean, we didn't see any issues. W didn't get
a report or anything by the bars, they didn't
conplain. So we tried again after the Bright-
N-Pint, sane thing, no issues.

So | think it is just because our
cromd is so used to leaving at a certain tine,
they still -- they mght stay |ike an extra
hour, but they still |eave.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  So do you
have |i ke many of the sanme people or would you
say your crowd, you just have many of the
sane, you know, type of people, age or
whatever it is?

MR LOPEZ: | would say it's a
little bit of both. W have participants that
are comng -- have been comng to our events
since day one. | nean, usually we try to neet
people also. So | would say it's a
conbi nati on.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: Do you have a

certain age range, basically? You probably
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do.

MR. BRAMSON: | would say, | nean,
bet ween 23 to 31 years-old.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Okay. So |
had in ny -- fromthe application, yes, it
says "Anticipated nunber 2,000 to 2,500, nax
2,800 to 3,500." How does that conpare to
| ast year's event or recent events, that
nunber ?

MR. BRAMSON: | think last year
for Bright-N-Pint we had what, what was it,

2, 8007

MR LOPEZ: | think after people--
sonething -- yes, around 2,800 after everyone
regi stered the day of sales and things |ike
that. | think we anticipated | ast year |ess,
but peopl e cane and bought at the door. So we
are anticipating the sanme anount of peopl e,
maybe a little bit of increase.

This is not one of our nost
popul ar events. | nean, it's a fun event, but

it's not our nost popular. W have the DC
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Santa Craw is bigger. The Cupid is bigger.
This is one of our smaller events just because
| don't think it appeals to everybody, just
because of the thene al one.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. And
|l et nme give others a chance. M. Silverstein,
you have a question, right?

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Ckay.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN: | live right
around the corner fromthis.

MR, BRAMSON:  Yes.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN: In fact, a
coupl e doors down froma couple of your
pl aces. | have been a supporter of these.

MR, BRAMSON:  Yes.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  And | have
wor ked very closely with the folks from 2D
And these have becone increasingly popul ar, as
you know, and as there has been a request for
one -- you know, soneone to have one every

week from now to Decenber that was pendi ng.
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We have al so had problens with
these out in Carendon, terrible problens, and
we want to nmake sure that these continue to be
wel | -run, as yours have in the past.

MR. BRAMSON: Ckay.

MEMBER S| LVERSTEIN:  But the other
thing that is inmportant is that we treat
everyone equally and that we not say oh, you
can have it until this hour and you can have
it until that hour.

The police have told us,
gentl enen, that they appreciate the break
bet ween the pub craw and the busy period at
ni ght, so that the people who have been
drinking and are extrenely well-| ubricated
don't decide to party on, but rather as things
sl ow down, they m ght decide to go hone or go
grab sonething to eat sonewhere.

Wuld it be a problemto you, |
mean, it's not like it matters to us, but
would it be a problemto you if we were to say

you guys have to shut down on one of these at
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10: 00 and then we are not going to let you
have the others? W are going to have
everybody at the same hours in the future.
Tell me how that would affect you rather.

MR. BRAMSON: | nean, | think from
our past experience, it would kind of affect
this one just because --

MEMBER S| LVERSTEI N: l'msorry,
pl ease, speak up.

MR. BRAMSON. |I'msorry. | think
just from past experience with this event,
since we got glow sticks for everybody, |
think it would kind of affect it if we -- |
mean, because | think it gets dark by |ike
8:30 or 9:00. So | think, I nean, for us,
everybody feels, you know -- to say they had
a bl ast when, you know, they are walking to
t he next bar and you see everybody dressed up
gl owin-the-dark stuff.

MR. LOPEZ: Yeah, | think | ast
year, | mean, the biggest response we got was

at a certain time, which was 8: 30, 9:00,
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10: 00, when you | ooked on the street and the
bars, everyone was just |lit up. And nowit's
kind of the experience for, you know, Cupid's
Bar Crawl and that's sonething that
necessarily doesn't have to be those tines.

It doesn't have to be 11:00. W
can al ways change that to 10:00 or a little
bit earlier and keep it nore consistent with
our other ones, but this one just because of
the kind of the experience of it, it changes
things a little bit, you know.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  Well, |'m not
quite sure how to handle this, because I don't
want to rain on your parade.

MR, BRAMSON:  Yes.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  But on the
other hand, | don't want this 11:00 thing if
the police say that they like this little
period in between the end of a pub crawl and
the other. And there is nothing to stop your
patrons --

MR. BRAMSON: Right.
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MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN: -- from
continuing to go places and doing things. |
mean, you know, even if we were to say the pub
crawl ends at 9:00, that doesn't nean that all
of your people have to take their hall passes
and go honme, you know.

Sol'malittle at a loss as to
how to go about this and I'mgoing to defer to
nmy col | eagues on that.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER® M. Jones?

MEMBER JONES: | just have a
guestion, sir. You nentioned that it would
affect your -- it would affect the experience
and you qualified whether it was intentional
or inadvertent, |I'mnot sure, but you
mentioned, a little bit. Wat does that
really nmean? Do you feel |ike the event won't
happen? You won't nmake as nmuch noney? That
the people won't enjoy it as nuch if you go
from11:00 to 10: 00 and you | ose that hour of
nighttine activity? Are you saying that you

just won't make as nmuch profit? Wat are you
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-- quantify that for ne.
MR LOPEZ: | nean, again, | don't

know how the pub is going to be affected or

not .

MEMBER JONES: Ckay.

MR, LOPEZ: Qur main concern is
t he experience of the guests. | nean, if --

a good point was that if people stay
afterwards, they will have a good tine. |It's
just how do you qualify ending -- | nean, we
need to end the pub crawl and just say this is
the tine it ends. The drink specials end at
this tine. |Is that what you all nean?

MEMBER JONES: Well, you -- help
me under st and what that neans.

MR LOPEZ: (Kkay.

MEMBER JONES: So if it is
Il material to you, then it would be i mmteri al
to you to make a quick change to this from
10: 00 to 11:00. So there nust be sone inpact
of it ending at 10:00 versus it ending at

11: 00. So what does end nean for you from
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your busi ness nodel standpoint?

MR, BRAMSON: | nean, we use -- at
| east for ne, we have already started to
market 11:00 for this event. So a roadbl ock
that we would have is to change that back and
just informour participants, hey, it's not
going to end at 11:00, it's going to end at
10: 00 now. That would be |ike a roadbl ock
that we are going to have to face. And I'm
not sure if it is going to affect our feedback
from peopl e that have al ready bought tickets
or not, but, you know, people from-- all the
guests buying fromlast year who had a great
time are expecting the 3:00 to 11: 00, because
that's what they had | ast year.

MEMBER JONES: Under st ood.

MR. BRAMSON: Right.

MEMBER JONES: But so you don't
know, right?

MR. LOPEZ: | don't know.

MEMBER JONES: You can't really

quantify that oh, wow, you know, that change
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in hour from10:00 to 11:00 or 11:00 to 10: 00,
excuse nme, is going to have a very negative
effect onit.

You are specul ating, obviously,
because you are getting -- you are still
payi ng the sane price, but you are getting
| ess, i.e., a reduction in the pub craw
activities from-- by an hour.

MR LOPEZ: Yes, that's correct.

MEMBER JONES:. So supply, demand,
busi ness, you get nore for less, |less for
nore, whatever the case may be. That's the
basi ¢ concept that you are -- the theory that
you are operating under, but there is nothing
definitive that you could point to to say hey,
during that last hour, I'"mgoing to get an
extra -- I'"'mgoing to |lose an extra 20 percent
fromny bar, or whatever the case may be,
because you just don't know.

MR LOPEZ: W don't know.

MEMBER JONES: Ckay. Al right.
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MR, LOPEZ: And even if we |ook --
| nmean, we could still keep the sanme hours by
starting it earlier, just like we do for our
other events. The main concern is that it
doesn't -- it's not night necessarily.

MEMBER JONES: Right.

MR LOPEZ: It doesn't get dark
until later, so it kind of affects the thene
of it.

MEMBER JONES: So essentially, it
doesn't really get dark enough for this to
have the effect that you want until probably
like 9:00 at the earliest for it to be --

MR. BRAMSON: Right.

MEMBER JONES: -- really, really
dar k?

MR LOPEZ: Yes.

MEMBER JONES: So you are really
sayi ng your event is |imted to an hour?

MR LOPEZ: Yes.

MEMBER JONES: |If we say --

VR. LOPEZ: It is.
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MEMBER JONES: -- if we make it --
If we say hey, it needs to end at 10: 00, and
it really only gets dark at 9:00 during the
season, you are -- basically, your event is an
hour | ong.

MR, LOPEZ: Right.

MEMBER JONES: And that's really
what you are struggling with, right? GCkay.
That's your -- okay. | understand. Fair
enough.

MR LOPEZ: Kkay.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER. M. Short?

MEMBER SHORT: Good afternoon,
gent | enen.

MR. BRAMSON: Good afternoon.

MEMBER SHORT: What | heard you
say that you had advertised this before you
got approval fromthe Board as to the hours?
Is that the norn? |s that normal ?

MR. BRAMSON: W nornally start --
| mean, we are very active on social nedia.

And we pretty nuch want our participants to
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know hey, this is the next event and these are
t he hours and, | nean, so that's how we start
of f building a buzz.

We create a huge marketing
canpai gn on soci al nedia, Facebook, Twitter
just so that our participants know (A) to save
the date for our bar craw date and know t hat
ticket sales are about to start soon. So
that's how we usually start every tine we
throw -- just to create a buzz on soci al
medi a.

MR LOPEZ: | nean, yes, a lot of
conpani es nane their events nonths in advance.
| nmean, they have four or five of their next
events com ng up, so people know to save that
date, especially if there is other conpetition
in the area.

MEMBER SHORT: Ckay. Well, | have
heard the testinony that you have had these
events before and you have a real good nane in
the city as far as the event is concerned, but

| also heard one of the Board Menber's comment
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t hat MPD had sone questions about the hours.

| nmean, and | know you want to
cooperate with the MPD.

MR, BRAMSON: O course.

MR LOPEZ: Always. W just
didn't -- we haven't heard any feedback from
them on anyt hing about |ate hours or any -- |
don't know if there was a specific event that
caused themto question these or -- because |
don't think -- at least fromny know edge, it
Is not fromour event |ast year.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN: No. There is
nothing at all. [If | my interrupt you?
There has been nothing at all involving you or
anything. There is just discussions after
what happened in C arendon and regardi ng sone
of the great nunber of requests that we have
had that | initiated some conversations with
police officials and said to themare you
havi ng any probl ens?

s there any -- what -- you know,

Is there any reason for us to be concerned?
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Are these things going well? And is there
anything that we can do to nake sure that in
the future we can have these successfully and
not have the problens they have had in

Cl arendon?

MR, BRAMSON:  Yes.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  And they said
that they are going well, that they don't have
a problemw th them that they are good for
busi ness, that they are good for the
nei ghbor hoods, as they have been, but that a
del i neati on between the pub crawl and the
regul ar Saturday night fever that starts at
11: 00 or 12:00 --

MR LOPEZ: Yes.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  -- woul d be
good for the police.

MR LOPEZ: Yes.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  And that's
where that cane from So it is not, in fact,
t hat anyone i s bei ng punished, but rather as

t hese things becone nore popul ar --
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MR LOPEZ: Yes.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  -- we have to
figure out what is the tenplate that everyone
uses that is fair to everybody and that works
for the police and public safety --

MR. LOPEZ: Correct.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  -- which, you
know -- so that's where we are.

MR. BRAMSON: So | renenber when
we started off with just even having the idea
of just doing 3:00 to 11:00 instead of 1:00 to
9:00, we nmet with all the bar owners and
managers just to get their feedback and see
hey, | nean, is this going to affect your guys
sal es or not?

And pretty nmuch their answer was
| ately their bar craws end at 1:00 in the
norning, so in other words, we -- they have
peace of mnd, you know, to just go out and
just say we are going to do 3:00 to 11:00,
because, | nean, obviously, you guys are going

to make the bul k of your noney afterwards.
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And that was the answer.

| know Lindy has like three that
go until 1:00 in the norning, so again, we
really want to be on the sane page with the
MPD and just have a successful event for
ever ybody.

MEMBER S| LVERSTEI N:  Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: M. Jones?

MEMBER JONES: Just really
qui ckly. So I know this has probably been
addressed in part, but your events, other than
this one, do they typically go until 10:00?

MR LOPEZ: No, 1:00 to 9:00.

MEMBER JONES: 1: 007

MR LOPEZ: 1:00 to 9:00 p.m

MEMBER JONES: 1:00 to 9:007?

MR, LOPEZ: Right.

MEMBER JONES: COkay.

MR. LOPEZ: And then there is one
other one, the Cupid's in February that --

MEMBER JONES: Ri ght.

MR, LOPEZ: -- goes from3:00 to
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11: 00.

MEMBER JONES: 3:00 to 11:007?

MR LOPEZ: Right.

MEMBER JONES: GCkay. So you going
to 11: 00 hasn't been a problemfrom your
st andpoi nt ?

MR LOPEZ: No.

MEMBER JONES:. I n the past,
correct?

MR LOPEZ: No.

MEMBER JONES: And you have had
experience with that, so you kind of know what
to expect? You know how to handle it? You
have had success in handling it, whatever that
means from your business standpoint? How you
operate, fromsecurity, I'Il call it alcohol
abuse, aspects of that, you have a nechani sm
or approach that you use to work with
establishnments to kind of keep track of your
patrons to make sure they are not getting out
of control, that you have a good handl e on

that up until 11:007
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MR. LOPEZ: Correct.

MEMBER JONES: Right. Okay.

MR LOPEZ: W actually have nore
staff on these than we normally do. So just--
| nmean, just because we can get nore peopl e,
because it's a little bit later, so we
normal Iy have it nore staffed on these events.
The Cupid's --

MEMBER JONES: COkay.

MR, LOPEZ: -- and Bright-NPint.

MEMBER JONES: The ones that go to
11: 00, essentially?

MR LOPEZ: Yes.

MEMBER JONES: Ckay. Al right.
Thank you.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: M. Brooks?

MEMBER BROOKS: Yes, thank you,
Madam Chair. Do you guys nornmally nake
contact with the Metropolitan Police
Depart nent when you have these pub craw s?

MR. BRAMSON: Yes, | nean, | talk

-- | emailed and call ed Commander Reese | ust
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before every event we do.
MEMBER BROOKS: And any response

on this one in particular?

MR. BRAMSON. | haven't yet. |
nmean, | usually contact himlike a nonth
prior.

MEMBER BROOKS: Ckay.

MR. BRAMSON: So | nean, we are
still like seven weeks until this event, so --

MEMBER BROOKS: (Gkay. GCkay. And
If you email himsay a nonth prior to the
begi nning of this one and he had a probl em
with it, what would you do?

MR. BRAMSON: | nean, | would
pretty much try to address his concerns.

MEMBER BROOKS: Ckay.

MR. BRAMSON: | nean, thankfully
It hasn't happened yet.

MEMBER BROOKS: Yes, right.

MR. BRAMSON: So that's sonething
we woul d definitely have to -- ne and him have

to probably go on a call with himand just see
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what we can do to just nmake sure that MPD i s
happy w th us.

MEMBER BROOKS: Gkay. Well, you
know, we haven't had any, as far as | know,
maj or problens with any of the pub crawls in
D.C. as opposed to Virginia, Carendon, in
particul ar.

Any idea what is the difference as
far as tine franes? Does anybody know?

MR, BRAMSON: | nean, in Virginia
you are only -- we are only -- the bars are
only allowed to sell specials until 9:00.

MEMBER BROOKS: Ckay.

MR, BRAMSON:  So, | nean --

MEMBER BROCKS: So the latest is
9:00 p.m?

MR. BRAMSON. In Virginia, yes.

MEMBER BROOKS: Onh, okay. Thank
you, Madam Chair.

MR. LOPEZ: And the other
difference in Virginia as opposed to D.C. is

Virginia only -- anyone can actually get the
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drink specials, so when you have a pub craw
in Virginia, it's not just the participants
that are comng, if they get word of it,
anyone can cone to the bar crawl and anyone
can get the specials, because bars can't --
ABC Law can't limt on who is -- you can't
limt sonmeone drinking.

So if you give the special to one
person, you have to give it to everybody.

MEMBER BROOKS: Ckay.

MR LOPEZ: So | think that is the
huge difference between D.C. and Virginia,
because you don't have say the regul ar patrons
that are inside the bar that are just watching
the football gane or sonething, they hear the
speci al s, because all these bar crawl people
are there and they just start drinking, which
causes even nore people to conme out than woul d
normal ly conme out. | think that's one of the
maj or problens in Virginia versus D.C.

MEMBER BROOKS: Ckay.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER OQthers? M.
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Rodri guez?

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: Hey, |'m new on
this Board. | want to know why you call them
crawls. You have done a lot of craws. Wy
do you call them pub craw s?

MR. BRAMSON: | think for us one
of the reasons that we still call it crawls is
because we have websites for all of our events
and we have marketing materials done that we
spend t housands of dollars on with the word
crawl for every event.

W have Cupid's Bar Crawl, we have
t he Shamrock Crawl, the Bright-N-Pint Craw ,
DC Santa Craw .

MR, LOPEZ: And | know Virginia
was debating or at |east tal king about calling
it hops, |ike bar hop or pub hop.

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ:  Yes.

MR LOPEZ: | think just craw is
just what everyone has called it. | nean, if
everyone had been calling it bar hops for --

you know, if every conpany had been calling it
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that, then I think that would have been what
was - -

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: Ckay. That's
what they call it, but why?

MR. BRAMSON. | wish there was --

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: Well, you guys
are the experts, not ne. | just want to know
why they call it pub craws.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  You can
Googl e it.

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: Ckay. | won't
|l i nger too much on that. | have ny own i deas,
but it is alittle longer to drink and
cheaper. So why would the police be
concer ned?

MR, LOPEZ: | nean, you have a | ot
of drunk people roamng the streets. But what
we think is -- | nmean, those sane people --
our hope is that those sane people that cone
out at night cone out cone out during the day.
And what we have seen is our crowd tends to

| eave earlier.
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| can't speak for all the
conpani es, but, you know, if you are going to
drink a four or five hour w ndow anyways, from
9:00 to 3:00, I know a | ot of people,
personal ly friends, even ourselves, we would
rat her have a couple of drinks during the day
or drinks during the day, go hone and get to
bed at a reasonabl e hour and wake up and still
have ny whol e next day, ny weekend.

So, | nean, that's the theory
behind it, but I nean --

VEMBER RODRI GUEZ: | wi sh
everybody was |i ke you, you know, but there
are people out there who --

MR. LOPEZ: O course abuse it and
t hen --

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ:  Yes.

MR. LOPEZ: -- kind of ruinit for
the rest of the people.

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: So what about
resi dents, have you heard from any residents

or organi zations? You know, you have been in
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-- you --

MR, LOPEZ: Right.

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: -- have been
doing these a while and so have you heard
before in your previous pub craws from
organi zations or citizens groups about those?

MR LOPEZ: I n Dupont?

MR. BRAMSON: No, we have not. W
usual |y hear from busi nesses, a | ot of
restaurants, a lot of pizza places, a |ot of
t he garages even, a lot of the bars.

MR LOPEZ: |'mactually surprised
we haven't heard fromany residents. [|'m
assunmng it's because not hing has gone
terribly wong, but everyone we hear fromis
t he busi nesses.

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: Right. Because
that is a high-inpact area for the nightclubs.
So you are running -- | nean, these are the
clubs that -- the clubs that are involved, you
know, they are popular, well-attended

certainly.
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Just curious about this tine
factor. | know you have glow |lights, right?
| used to be in the glow |ight business, so |
can understand you want it dark and all that
kind of thing. But |I'mjust curious, you
know, about the extra tinme that you are asking
for that woul d enhance your -- is that to
enhance your business?

| think one of the Menbers already
dealt withit. | don't want to linger too
| ong on that.

MR, LOPEZ: |It's to enhance the
theme of the event. W don't know how it is
going to affect sales if we drop it. | nean,
for all we know, we could get higher sales.
| nmean, | doubt it, but --

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ:  Yes.

MR, LOPEZ: -- that's the main
reason. We have talked to the bars because
originally we said 3:00 to 11: 00 in the bars.
We didn't think they woul d agree based on the

sane theory of people comng earlier to these

Page 34




o o B~ W DN

~

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

events.

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: Ri ght.

MR. LOPEZ: However, a lot of the
bars said they don't get that busy until
aft er war ds.

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: Ri ght .

MR. LOPEZ: So, | nmean, if it was
really affecting them they wouldn't
participate to be part of it and | would think
-- sooriginally we said like 11:00. W
t hought they would drop it down to 10: 00, |
mean.

MR. BRAMSON: It was a funny
situati on because we went -- we actually went
to sit down with a bunch of them and we were
t hi nking we were going to get told no by
everybody, but | nean, they were very, very
open to that. | nean, there is bar craws
like |I said that do until 1:00 in the norning
and, you know, so | think tine l[imtation is
alittle --

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: So will this be
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a new nodel for you all, in terns of your
progranf? Before you were doing -- you had a
different nodel, | believe.

MR. LOPEZ: No. So the events
| i ke the DC Santa Craw , the ones that we do
yearly, like those are going to stay. Pink
and Drink, DC Santa Craw, those are going to
stay the sane hours. W are not going to
change t hose.

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ:  Ckay.

MR, LOPEZ: And then the Cupid and
the Bright-N-Pint are the only ones that are
3:00 to 11:00. So two events out of the year
are 3:00 to 11: 00. The rest are 1:00 to 9:00.
And typically people that |ike bar crawls are
usual |y day drinkers and they want to drink
during the day. Were this just happens to be
a thene that is towards the night, | nean,
because of the glow sticks and things |ike
t hat .

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: Al right. Al

right. And so | just, you know, amtrying to
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| earn nore about your business. Thank you.

MR. BRAMSON: No problem

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Okay. Are
t here other Board questions before we get to
M. Apraku? M. Short, do you have a
guesti on?

MEMBER SHORT: Just an
observati on.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  An
observation? Ckay.

MEMBER SHORT: Septenber the 13th
IS your event?

MR, BRAMSON:  Yes.

MR LOPEZ: Yes.

MEMBER SHORT: It will be dark at
8: 00 t hen.

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: Onh, yes.

MEMBER SHORT: So you woul d be
able to --

MR. BRAMSON:. Last year Bright-N
Pint was Septenber 14th, if | renenber

correctly, and it got dark |ike 8:25, 8:30.
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MR. LOPEZ: You know, the whole
point is that -- | nean, we wsh it was dark
t he whole tine.

MEMBER SHORT: We understand that.

MR, LOPEZ: That's why in Decenber
we have. So | nmean, originally, we -- the
first crawl we ever had was just |like the
Li ndy event due from8:00 until 2:00 -- 1:30
or 2:00 in the norning and have |like a total
ni ght thenme. But then we thought the sane
thing, howis that going to -- | nean, our
bi ggest concern was are our guests mxing in

with the new guests com ng out and

MEMBER SHORT: That is a concern.

MR, LOPEZ: Right. So that's why
we asked for 11:00, still not thinking we were
going to get it fromthe bars, but the bars
went ahead and agreed right away. And |'m
assuming it is because --

MEMBER SHORT: They are making
money.

MR LOPEZ: R ght. But | nean, |
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think they are doing it because -- they are
not making -- it would be a good happy hour or
a good crowd for themwhile their crowd cones
in, ours transitions out and they can still
make their noney.

If they are going to be packed
anyway at 11:00, | doubt they would want our
guests there that were drinking all day. So
there nust be a wi ndow where they are not
conpl etely packed.

MEMBER SHORT: Since you opened
that door, let ne ask you a question. Wat do
you think m x would be between the day,
because you' ve been drinking all day, and then
the people that start drinking 10:00 at night
with the night cromd? You' ve got --

MR. LOPEZ: So we have asked. |
nmean, we not only have the event, nuch of the
bars approved it, and there was no issues.

The bars didn't conplain that there was any
rowdi ness. | think what happened is our crowd

transitions out, which gives thema great base
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crowd and their crowd cones in and there is --
t hey are maki ng noney. They are maki ng noney

the whole tine without losing their -- because
the last thing they want is peopl e that

haven't been drinking anything to cone to the

door and its packed. That's the last thing

t hey want.

So | think -- | nmean, the bars |
t hi nk woul d know better than, you know, we
woul d, so based off of that and the fact that
there is no issues either.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Ckay.

QO hers? Okay. M. Apraku?

| NVESTI GATOR APRAKU:  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER Do you have
any opinion on this issue, about the hours in
particul ar or any other issue?

| NVESTI GATOR APRAKU: Wl I, the
hours in particular, | guess | share pretty
much the sanme concern that M. Silverstein
had, especially in regards to -- especially in

regards to the police. | heard you nention
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that -- again, the bar really being packed

w th people who are drunk all the way to 11:00
with new additions of people comng in to now
get drunk, it -- | nmean, again, just as the

police says, it does pose sone sort of

concern
Again, | haven't -- | have never

been -- | personally have never been to a pub

crawl nyself. | have nonitored ones that

ended around, | believe, 9:00 or 10:00.
Peopl e still had fun.

But again, based on the thene that
he wants, again, it would nake sense for it to
go |l onger. However, what ny concern is, as
M. Silverstein said, in regards to what the
police are saying about having that tine, that
at least even if it's just -- even if the
street is |like the amount of people who are
outside, at least if it closes earlier, it
gives that tinme to sone of those people to
filter out as opposed -- and all ow the people

who are now com ng into the night scene to
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actual ly cone in.

So again, | nmean, it's a toss-up.
But that's what | would say in regards to
that. You know, the anobunt of people who are
going to be there, | nean, he is saying -- and
|"monly quoting fromwhat, 2,500 to 3, 300
people. | nean, if you get that maxi num
anount and it's that concentrated in Dupont
Circle until 11:00 p.m, there is going to be
a consi derabl e anmount of people who are al so
going to be comng into that area from around
10: 00 to 11:00 to start off their night.

So there's going to be a | ot of
peopl e there. That would be the concern that
| believe the police would be having in
regards to having that nmany people in one
concentrated area all at one tine. So that
woul d be ny take on that particular, you know,
topi ¢ of discussion.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: Do you have
any ot her issues?

| NVESTI GATOR APRAKU. | have naybe
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one or two questions.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Ckay.
Questi ons.

| NVESTI GATOR APRAKU:  And | adm t
it may be in the package. What tinme is the
regi stration over?

MR. BRAMSON. It's going to start
at 3:00. Probably done by 6:30, sonewhere
around t here.

| NVESTI GATOR APRAKU: Ckay. So
registration ends at 6:30. And then | just
was curious, is there |ike a standardized
drink special that you get for participating
or does every individual bar have it's own?

MR. BRAMSON: It's a standard
speci al for everyone.

| NVESTI GATOR APRAKU: Ckay. And
what is that? |'mjust curious.

MR. BRAMSON: It's $2 Yuengling
Light lagers. | nean, |agers, light |agers.
W are going to do a $3 vodka dri nk.

| NVESTI GATOR APRAKU:  Ckay.
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MR. BRAMSON:. And it's a $4
shoot er.

| NVESTI GATOR APRAKU:  $4 shoot er
kay. And it's basically up to the bar to cut
people off or --

MR, BRAMSON:. Exactly.

| NVESTI GATOR APRAKU: -- stop it.
Ckay.

MR. BRAMSON: | nean, that's
sonet hi ng we have an agreenent that we send
every bar for every event and, obviously, we
encour age, you know, the bartender to cut
people off. Bartenders will cut people off
and have their security present at the doors,
just so people don't wal k out with al cohol in
their hand. Have |like a big trash can and
just pull that out. | nean, they have their
ducks in a row for themto throw

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Yes.

| NVESTI GATOR APRAKU:  And then in
regards to the nunber of people, you said it

was about 2,500 to 3,300 and then it said in
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the application that you were updating the
establ i shnments as you go. Do you have a count
of how many peopl e you have as of now?

MR. BRAMSON: | nean, we have
started selling tickets just on social nedia
al one. W probably have like 100 to 150 sol d.

| NVESTI GATOR APRAKU: 100 to 150
tickets sold. Al right. Al right. That's
it for nme.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER. Ckay. Okay.
| just have a few comments.

One is | think -- | look at this
as a special event wwth the light thing and
then you all have done it already. You have
actually done it and in the sane area, sane
establishnments and not had any problem So |
don't see it as just because if we let you all
do this, we do this on a case-by-case basis to
an extent anyway, that neans everybody can do
pub crawls until 11:00.

| think it is reasonable that you

relied on our approval |ast year, because you
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didn't even have the track record that you
have now and we approved it. And | think
there are sone concerns and they are

| egiti mate concerns, but | think even your
track record, to ne, overrides the concern
that | haven't talked to the police. They
haven't been here for a hearing.

But it doesn't surprise ne that
they would |i ke to have divisions, you know,
and have, you know, |ess people on the street,
but I would be inclined to leave it for this
year, since you have such a good track record
and you are wel |l -aware of the issues and
wor ki ng with the bars.

But others may want to cut back on
the tinme. You know, M. Jones has his hand
up.

MEMBER JONES: | align nyself with
the Chairman's comments. | do believe there
are sonme pros and cons to this, but fromthe
st andpoi nt of the business operator, you guys

have been straight-up guys. | nean, you have
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operated, conported yourselves in a

prof essi onal manner and | believe that you
have the right and you have earned the
opportunity to at |east do this again.

Qobvi ously, you recogni ze the
consequences if you ness up, that you are not
going to get it, right? But fromthis
st andpoi nt, given that you have a good track
record, | would be highly in favor of | eaving
it as is and give you a shot.

MR, LOPEZ: Thank you, sir.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. M.
Silverstein?

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN. My ot her
concern that | didn't nention and | should
have is that 11:00 pushes it up closer to the
police shift change, which is another issue to
have. But |I'mreally torn. You guys do
deserve this and you have, you know, a good
busi ness record. You have a solid record.

On the other hand, we don't want

to be treating you differently than we treat
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ot hers and whatever ny fell ow Board Menbers
want to do on this, I'mperfectly saying would
be the choice. They are both good, either

10: 00 or 11:00 cl ose.

| prefer the 10:00, but |I'm good
with either.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Okay. |
woul d say that, you know, generally, we don't
treat people differently, but on the other
hand we do to a certain extent. |[|f sonebody
has a really good track record and we don't
antici pate problens, we are nore likely to
approve than sonebody who has had probl ens.
Correct? | nean, | think that that --

MEMBER S| LVERSTEIN:  The real
i ssue here to ne in terns of --

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Yes.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  -- doing that
Is the fact that they had perm ssion to do it
| ast year and that was not a problem

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Ri ght.

MEMBER S| LVERSTEIN:  And as such,
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| think that they could have reasonabl e
assuned that they would be able to get it this
year. Had sonebody cone in here and said we
have a great track record and we have al ready
printed tickets, assum ng, | would have

t hought that that would have been a bit

pr esunpt uous.

But if you have done it and you
had no problens, I'mfine with that.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. And |
woul d ask you also to when you -- we don't
have a rule yet, but if you get to the 11:00,
peopl e can be paying attention to the
di fference between the 10: 00 and the 11: 00
hour, so that, you know, when you probably
cone back to us next year, you will either --
you m ght say oh, | think 10: 00 woul d be
better stopping at or you can really notice
| i ke what are the facts, what was goi ng on
bet ween 10: 00 and 11: 00.

So, okay, do others have conments?

kay. Then | woul d nove that we approve this
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application.

Do | have a second?
MEMBER BROCKS: Second.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: M. Brooks

has seconded the noti on.

opposed?

opposed?

Al those in favor say aye.
MEMBER JONES:. Aye.

MEMBER SHORT: Aye.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Aye.
MEMBER BROCKS: Aye.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  All those

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ:  Aye.
MEMBER SI| LVERSTEI N:  Aye.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  You're

You' re opposed or you're with?

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  But |' m good

wth it anyway.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Wait |'m

confused a little bit.

Al those in favor say aye.
MEMBER JONES. Aye.

MEMBER SHORT: Aye.
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CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Aye.

MEMBER BROCKS: Aye.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Al'l those
opposed say nay.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEI N Nay.

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: Nay.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Al'l those
abstaining? GCkay. So M. Brooks, Ms. Mller,
M. Jones said aye.

What did you say, M. Short?

MEMBER SHORT: Aye.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Aye, okay.
So that's 4-2. (kay.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  Good.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER. Al right.

MR. LOPEZ: Here's the
application.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Okay. On,
that's it? GCkay. Can you give that to M.
Short? So | also would be interested in
knowi ng why D.C. has been so successful with

the pub crawls. | nean, you guys are good.
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Qobvi ously, you are doing all the right things.

But in general, C arendon is
havi ng t hese awful issues.

MR LOPEZ: | really think it's
because of the specials.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  That anybody
can have it? Wat's the point of paying for
the pub craw then, if anybody can do it?

MR LOPEZ: | think just nore the
at nosphere. | nean, you get like -- you get
a nug and you get beads and --

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  On.

MR, LOPEZ: -- things like that.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Right. Wth
ot her things.

MR. BRAMSON. Party favors, the
phot o boot h.

MR. LOPEZ: And it's nice, | think
when you see soneone else with a nug or
wri st band, then you kind of automatically want
to talk to them

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Ckay.
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MR LOPEZ: | think that may --
who knows maybe that causes probl ens, but |
really do think that the drink specials affect
it and | think that increases the nunbers,
because people can just cone and there is no
way to regulate it. So | think that lawis
what is actually hurting it alittle bit.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER | think it is
because we nust be doing such a good job here.

MR, LOPEZ: You're doing a great
j ob here. Yes, you guys do a way better job.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: So we don't
have our staff here, so normally --

MEMBER S| LVERSTEIN:  Her man needs
to sign.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Onh, Her nman.
l"msorry. One nore signature, then we wll
give it to you. Thank you very nuch. Ckay.

| NVESTI GATOR APRAKU: | don't know
where to sign.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: | think they

take it to the office.
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| NVESTI GATOR APRAKU: Ch, they
take it to the office. Okay. Al right.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Yes. You
know the drill, | guess, right?

MR. BRAMSON: No problem

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  You know t he
drill?

MR. BRAVSON. We do.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Okay. Thank
you very much

MR. BRAMSON: Thank you.

MR, LOPEZ: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER. Have a good

event .

MR. LOPEZ: Thank you.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN: W need one
nore signature, | think.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Oh.
(Wher eupon, the Fact-Finding
Hearing in the above-entitled matter was

concluded at 2:24 p.m)
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