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P-ROGCEEDI-NGS

10:10 a. m

CHAIR MLLER: All right, the next
itemon our calendar is a Fact Finding Hearing
for the Zenobia Lounge, |ocated at 1025 31st
Street, Northwest, License No. 85003. Good
norni ng, Ssir.

MR, KHANJI: Good norni ng.

CHAIR MLLER Whuld you identify
yourself for the record pl ease?

MR, KHANJI: M nane is Charif
Khanji. [|I'mthe owner of Zenobia Lounge.

CHAIR M LLER. Ckay, and | know

you were here before us, before. | think it
was |i ke a year ago or so. 1'll have to check
nmy date.

MR, KHANJI: | put the --

CHAIR M LLER. May 29, 2013, yes.

MR. KHANJI: W purchase the next
building. So, I'min the process. | put in
saf ekeepi ng and process to nove the second

bui | di ng, and we are now phase of
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construction, getting the permt to --

MEMBER ALBERTI: |'msorry, please
speak up.

CHAIR M LLER  Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Speak up, please.

MR KHANJI: | put the -- we
purchase the next buil ding.

CHAIR M LLER:  You purchased the
next buil di ng?

MR KHANJI: Yes.

CHAIR M LLER Do you nean next
door ?

MR, KHANJI: Next door.

CHAIR M LLER: Ckay.

MR, KHANJI: And we are in the
process of getting the permts, you know.
It's already -- it's in the DCRA, to transfer
the building from book shop to restaurant,
and we -- whenever we get that |icense, get
the permt and everything and the construction
going, then I'mgoing to restate the |icense

to nove it to the second buil ding.
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CHAIR M LLER. Ckay.

MR KHANJI: And unfortunately, we
al so had the -- by the fire, and ny place was
1025, it shut down for the tine being too.

CHAIR M LLER:  Your place is shut
down now?

MR, KHANJI: Yes, due to fire.

CHAIR MLLER  You had a fire? |Is
t hat what you're saying?

MR KHANJI: Yes.

CHAIR M LLER. When did you have a

fire?

MR KHANJI: On 17th.

CHAIR M LLER.  July 17th?

MR KHANJI: Yes. No, sorry, June
17t h.

CHAIR M LLER  June 17th, okay,

and it's closed right now?

MR, KHANJI: It's closed right
NOW.

CHAIR M LLER: So, you're both
renovating -- | nean, you' re both repairing or
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renovating the place you're at and you're
expandi ng?

MR, KHANJI: Yes, exactly.

CHAIR M LLER:  Next door?

MR, KHANJI: Next door, yes.

CHAIR M LLER. And as of |ast My,
have you used your al cohol |icense?

MR KHANJI: W pulled that, you
know, to use it and then we say, you know,
iIt's better to do the second door, to nake it
only for the second, because we're thinking
about doing just bar |ounge, you know, on the
second door.

CHAIR M LLER. And when did you --
you're | easing this space next door or you
purchased it?

MR, KHANJI: We own it.

CHAIR M LLER. You own it. Wen
did you purchase that?

MR KHANJI: W purchase it on, |
t hi nk August, | believe of -- July or August

of |ast year.
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CHAIR M LLER: So, July or August

and it's still not ready? It's alnost -- it's
a year.

MR, KHANJI: Yes, it's -- it was
dual zone residential and comercial, it's W.

So, takes forever to transfer it, and you
know, DCRA.

CHAIR M LLER. So, what have you
been doi ng over the year?

MEMBER ALBERTI: Can | ask a
guestion? What do you nean transfer it?

MR KHANJI: | nean change of use.

CHAIR M LLER  Change of use from
book store to restaurant?

MR, KHANJI: No, it was W,
residential and we nove -- we change it to
book shop and restaurant -- book shop and gift
shop, and now, we in the process of changing
it frombook shop -- gift shop to restaurant.
So, we have two phase.

CHAIR M LLER  So, are you talking

about a zoni ng change?
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MR KHANJI: Yes.

CHAIR M LLER. \What are you
tal ki ng about ?

MR KHANJI: Permt to change of
use.

CHAIR M LLER A change of use?

MR, KHANJI: Right.

CHAIR M LLER  Front

MR, KHANJI: To now -- nowit is
changing it from book shop, gift shop to
restaurant.

CHAIR M LLER: Have you applied
for a variance? What are you talking about?

MR KHANJI: No, it's in the
process now. W getting -- now, we waiting
for the water -- the permt, you know, we have
to do the draw ng for the WASA

MEMBER SHORT: Can | ask, Madam
Chair? Do you have both permts present with
you or can you produce any of those permts
that you' ve applied?

MR KHANJI: Sorry?

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MEMBER SHORT: Those permts that

you applied for, do you have copies of those

MR KHANJI: Yes.

MEMBER SHORT: -- those
applications?

MR KHANJI: Yes, | do.

MEMBER SHORT: When did you apply?
You say you bought it |ast August or | ast
July. Wen did you apply for the change?

MR, KHANJI: W started begi nning
of the year, | believe.

MEMBER SHORT: (Ckay, so, you have
those permts, if we ask you to produce those?

MR, KHANJI: Sure.

MEMBER SHORT: (Okay, what exactly
woul d he produce? Wat exactly would you
produce for us?

MR, KHANJI: The permt, right?

MEMBER SHORT: What permt? You
said you don't have a permt for construction.

What permt are we tal ki ng about?
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MR KHANJI: The permt that we

submtting to get the stuff ready in the DCRA,
right? |Is that what you want?

MEMBER SHORT: The application.

MR, KHANJI: The application?

MEMBER SHORT: The application for
use change?

MR, KHANJI: Yes, | can change.

MEMBER SHORT: Ckay, the
application for use change, is that what
you're submtting?

MR, KHANJI: Right.

MEMBER SHORT: So, what about your
drawi ngs? What stage are your draw ngs in?

MR, KHANJI: We submitted the
drawi ng. Everything is ready right now per ny
architecture, and now, we are in the process.
The last thing is we getting the WASA, the
water. They wanted -- sonething new that they
I ntroduce, the DCRA wth the water.

Now, they want to nmake sure it's -

- there is enough water going inside the
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buil ding for the commercial |icenses. So,
this is sonething new that they added.

MEMBER ALBERTI: When do you pl an
to conpl ete construction?

MR KHANJI: Wen plan to conplete
construction?

MEMBER ALBERTI: Conpl ete
constructi on.

MR KHANJI: \Wenever we get this
phase finished, the WASA. He w || now have
started that one. So, they need set of
drawi ng for that WASA

So, the architecture just, you
know, send us enmail yesterday, we need this
process. So, then we have to submt it. This
Is the last things.

So, when we submt it, then we get
the permt to start the construction.

MEMBER ALBERTI: When did you
submt your application --

MR KHANJI: For the WASA?

MEMBER ALBERTI: -- to the -- no,
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t o DCRA?

MR, KHANJI: We started | believe
in March or April, that tine.

CHAIR MLLER: This is --

MEMBER ALBERTI: Started?

MR KHANJI: Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: \Were are they
right now? Were are they?

MR KHANJI: What ?

MEMBER ALBERTI: \What are they
wai ting on? What are you waiting on?

MR KHANJI: For ny architect,
"Il tell you what's -- we just receive enai
yesterday fromny architect.

It's -- he say everything been
approved, except now, we need to set to create
a drawi ng for --

MEMBER ALBERTI: \What is the
address here?

MR KHANJI: W need -- we're
approved in all discipline of DCRA, but we

need to do the WASA. WA-S- A
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MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay, so, once

you get the WASA, how long will it take you to
conpl ete construction?

MR KHANJI: W hoping we need to
start |ike as soon as possi ble, you know, was
like in two nonths. W're pushing for that.

MEMBER ALBERTI: That's good.
That's good to hear. How long wll it take
you?

MR KHANJI: How long it take ne
to start the construction?

MEMBER ALBERTI: How | ong have you
-- howlong wll it take you to conplete the
construction?

MR, KHANJI: After getting al
this?

MEMBER ALBERTI: Yes.

MR KHANJI: Permt?

MEMBER ALBERTI: Yes.

MR, KHANJI: It's probably
hopefully like two or three nonths.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Only two or three
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nont hs?

MR, KHANJI: To get everything,
yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: No, no, to
conpl ete the construction?

MR KHANJI: Yes, | nean, two or
three nonths. It depends, you know, on the --

MEMBER ALBERTI: So, what needs to
be done exactly?

MR, KHANJI: W need to have three
conpartnents and you have to have --

MEMBER ALBERTI: Have what?

MR KHANJI: W have to create the
kitchen, build the kitchen, and then we have
to put hoods.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Yes.

MR, KHANJI: And then the
architecture inside.

MEMBER ALBERTI: And then the
bui | d- out i nside?

MR KHANJI: Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: And you can do
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that that in three nonths?

MR, KHANJI: We're hoping so, yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: \What is the
address for this location, this new store
front?

MR KHANJI: 1027.

MEMBER ALBERTI: 1027?

MR, KHANJI: Thirty-first Street.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay, 1'd like to
tal k about this, Madam Chair.

CHAIR M LLER: Ckay, | think sone
peopl e may have a few nore questi ons.

MEMBER ALBERTI : Ckay.

MEMBER SHORT: Well, | haven't
fini shed.

CHAIR M LLER: No, | haven't
either. Yes, thank you.

MEMBER SHORT: Do you have a
restaurant currently now, correct?

MR KHANJI: Yes.

MEMBER SHORT: Did you have to

have water in that building when you got your

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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restaurant |icense?

MR KHANJI: Yes.

MEMBER SHORT: So, you knew you
had to have water in this new one, correct?

MR, KHANJI: There is water, but
now, there is a new -- for ny architects say
that now, it's a new changes happening in
Georgetown, and this is WASA, sonet hi ng new,
that they need to, so --

MEMBER SHORT: Okay, well, you can
produce all those docunents, | would
appreciate it and | would just get on that for
the Chair.

MR KHANJI: Ckay, no problem
['"I'l provide that.

CHAIR M LLER  Are there other
guestions, before | ask m ne? Yes, M.

Br ooks?

MEMBER BROCKS: Yes, thank you,
Madam Chai r.

CHAIR M LLER  Yes.

MEMBER BROOKS: How | arge a space
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iIs this that you're tal king about, 1027? How

| arge? How nmany square foot?

MR, KHANJI: About 1, 600.

MEMBER BROOKS: Fifteen-hundred,
and 1025, how nmuch is that?

MR. KHANJI: Al nost the sanme, next
door.

MEMBER BROCKS: Ckay, so, you're
going to have a 3,000 square foot restaurant?
I's that your plan?

MR KHANJI: The plan, either to
conbine it --

MEMBER BROCKS: Well, if you
conbi ned t hem

MR KHANJI: Yes.

MEMBER BROOKS: Ckay, all right,
and you think you'll be prepared in six
nmont hs?

MR, KHANJI : Hopefully.

MEMBER BROOKS: Thank you, Madam
Chair.

CHAIR M LLER  Ckay, others?
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MEMBER SHORT: One | ast questi on.

CHAIR M LLER  Ckay.

MEMBER SHORT: Currently, 1025 is
not bei ng used, correct?

MR. KHANJI: Yes, we had -- as |
say, we had the fire.

MEMBER SHORT: But before the
fire, what was going on at 1025?

MR KHANJI: It was a restaurant.

MEMBER SHORT: And you were --
bef ore using your permt and your |icense and
ever yt hi ng?

MR. KHANJI: Exactly.

MEMBER SHORT: Ckay, and the fire
was on, you say the 17th of June?

MR KHANJI: June, yes.

MEMBER SHORT: How bad was the
fire?

MR. KHANJI: It's on the first
floor. So, pretty nuch, the restaurant is
cl osed right now.

MEMBER SHORT: Ckay, not a

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Page 19
probl em Thank you.

MEMBER ALBERTI: So, were you
usi ng your license prior to?

MR KHANJI: We're not.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Before the fire,
no?

MR KHANJI: No.

MEMBER ALBERTI: No, you haven't
been using it since --

MR KHANJI: Exactly.

MEMBER ALBERTI: -- since you
acquired it, right?

MR. KHANJI: Exactly.

MEMBER ALBERTI: All right, thank
you.

CHAIR M LLER  Ckay, yes, | nean,
that's what this hearing is about. You know,
you haven't been using it since 2008, and our
concern is that licenses just sit because
peopl e aren't using them and others woul d
like to put theminto active use.

So, that's why we're scrutinizing

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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what you're doing.

MR KHANJI: Ckay.

CHAIR MLLER And | do have sone
guestions still, about the process that you're
in, until you use the -- that |icense.

For instance --

MR KHANJI: Well, we --

CHAIR MLLER -- you're in
CGeorgetown - -

MR KHANJI: Qur restaurant, you
know, is nostly, you know, like it's a
restaurant, book shop and gift shop, and we
are situated in between Georgetown -- | nean,
Georgetown University and Anmerican -- and
George Washington University, and nost our
client our student, and for sone reason, you
know, we -- you know, we decide to acceptive
time to use and then we say, you know, since
our clients all student, and we say, you know,
let's hold on, you know, because you know,
al cohol can cause issue for students, you

know, because we don't want to use it. That's
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one of the reasons.

CHAIR M LLER. Ckay, well, that's
a good reason. You don't have to use it.
That's the --

MR KHANJI: That's why, you know,
now - -

CHAIR M LLER: But you can't hold
on to it, so nobody else can use it.

MR KHANJI: So, now, you know,
that's why, you know, it was a new buil ding.
You know, so now, if we only offer -- you
know, that's different business, kind of
busi ness and on the second restaurant, that
second building. So, now we can use that
al cohol license in the second buil di ng.

CHAIR M LLER: Separate fromthe
book store, gift shop, restaurant buil ding.
You woul d have -- that stays the sane.

MR, KHANJI: On the first one,
yes. Second one --

CHAIR M LLER  What was the second

one?
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MR. KHANJI: The second one, we're

t hi nki ng about, you know, doing the --

CHAIR M LLER: No, what was it?
What was the use that it -- that you're
changing it from--

VR. KHANJI : It was dual zone. |t

CHAIR M LLER: No, what were you
using it for?

MR, KHANJI: WL and W2.

CHAIR M LLER. But what was --

VR, KHANJI : Now, we have not been

CHAIR M LLER. No, what was it?
MR, KHANJI: It was a house.
CHAIR MLLER It was a house?
MR, KHANJI: Yes, and we --
CHAIR MLLER It was a house
that's being changed to a restaurant?
MR, KHANJI: Commercial, yes.
CHAIR M LLER. Ckay, so, first of

all, one of ny questions is, here in
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CGeorgetown, and we hear from other businesses
that have -- are waiting to use their |iquor
i censes in Georgetown, that have to do work,
that they have to get approval fromdd
Georgetown Board and Historic Preservation
Revi ew Board, just in the hood.

Are you aware --

MR, KHANJI: Yes, nmm'am

CHAIR M LLER. -- of that?

MR KHANJI: [|I'min the process of
t hat .

CHAIR MLLER You're already in
t he process?

MR KHANJI: Yes.

CHAIR M LLER. Where is that
process?

MR, KHANJI: That's in the DCRA

CHAIR M LLER. That's just the --

MR, KHANJI: The architecture,
taking care of all of that.

CHAIR M LLER: Ckay, | think that

we would like to get docunentation on that.
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MR KHANJI: Sure.

CHAIR M LLER  So, you're saying
that you have approval already?

MR KHANJI: Yes.

CHAIR M LLER. By who? dd
CGeor get own Board? HPRB?

MR, KHANJI: That's all -- ny
architect taking care of all that.

CHAIR M LLER Are you saying --
now, I'mstill confused as to whether or not
you had to go before the Zoning Board for a
change of use.

MR, KHANJI: | didn't have to do
that. | have architecture --

CHAIR M LLER: You have an
architect?

MR, KHANJI: Exactly.

CHAIR M LLER Do you know if he
did that?

MR, KHANJI : Yes, na'am

CHAIR M LLER: Ckay, so, | think -
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MR KHANJI: | can provide all the

docunent s.

CHAIR M LLER. Ckay, that's what
we would like, all the docunentation --

MR, KHANJI: Yes, mm'am

CHAIR MLLER: -- with respect to
t he process you' ve been going through this
past year, correct, because when we saw you
| ast, there wasn't any di scussi on about a
second building. So, this is newfor us. Dd
you know that at that point?

MR KHANJI: Not really, because
you know, we -- as | say, you know, | was
going to use it there. That sane issue
happen. You renenber |ast tinme when | said,
you know, we had sone issues wth ANC 2.

| mean, the mnute we pulled it,
we start putting the sign outside, you know,
and we start reinstated that |Iicense, and we
started getting every day -- we don't have
music. We don't have |ive nusic.

CHAIR M LLER: Is ANC aware of
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your plans to serve |liquor next door?

MR KHANJI: Not yet.

CHAIR MLLER They're not yet
awar e?

MR KHANJI:  So.

CHAIR M LLER  Are you concerned

about the students, with respect to this

space?

MR. KHANJI: This one is going to
be totally different use. It's not going to
be student-based. It's just |ike regular

restaurant, we're thinking about.

CHAIR MLLER It's just going to
be like a restaurant?

MR. KHANJI: Right.

CHAIR M LLER  Ckay, and so, and
let me just say, is it your representation
that you think that this can be done in three
nonths or six nonths? | wasn't clear.

MR. KHANJI: You know, Georgetown
-- | mean, DCRA and Georgetown, so, it may

vary fromtwo to three nonths, four nonths.
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W wanted to do it as fast as possible.

CHAIR M LLER  But your assessnent
I's based on -- you said you have all permts,
except WASA?

MR, KHANJI: WASA, exactly.

CHAIR M LLER. And that once you
get WASA, it's three nonths?

MR, KHANJI: W hope so, yes.

CHAIR M LLER  Ckay, all right.
Any ot her questions?

MEMBER ALBERTI: Yes.

CHAIR M LLER  Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Are you positive
about the address?

MR KHANJI: Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: 1027?

MR KHANJI: Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Thirty-first
street?

MR KHANJI: Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: |'mnot finding

anything in DCRA's records for a permt
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application for that address.

MR KHANJI: 1027 31st Street
Nor t hwest .

MEMBER ALBERTI: Yes, |'m not
finding anything. So, can we go in the back
and tal k about this?

CHAIR M LLER | just want to nmake
sure everybody asked all their questions.

MEMBER ALBERTI: | have all ny
guesti ons.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN: Did you say
10277

MR KHANJI: One-zero-two-seven

MEMBER ALBERTI: Yes.

MR, KHANJI: Thirty-first street.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  Zer o-t wo-
seven. Here we have --

MEMBER ALBERTI: No, that's the --
no.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEI N:  Ckay.

MEMBER ALBERTI: You're talking

about the place next door that he's

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Page 29

renovati ng.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN. Ckay, al
right.

CHAIR M LLER: | just have --

MR, KHANJI: One-zero-two-seven
31st Street.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Got you.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN. | think we
need --

MEMBER ALBERTI: | would like to
go talk to him

CHAIR M LLER: Ckay, | have one
nore question.

| just want to ask you, do you
really want to use this license? It's been
six years. |Is there -- do you really --

(OIR conmment s)

MR. KHANJI: Well, we hope so to
use it, yes.

CHAIR M LLER:  You're hoping to?

MR KHANJI: Yes.

CHAIR M LLER: Ckay, all right.
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Anything el se you want to say? W're going to

basically adjourn in a mnute, just to talk.

MR, KHANJI: Ckay.

CHAIR MLLER In the executive
session, and then we'll cone back and |l et you
know what was di scussed.

|s there anything el se you want us
to know before we go discuss this?

MR, KHANJI: No.

CHAIR M LLER: Ckay. As
Chai rperson of the Al coholic Beverage Control
Board of the District of Colunbia and in
accordance with Section 405, | can't -- |
don't have a quorum

MEMBER ALBERTI: W need a quorum
out here, folks.

(OTR comment s)

MEMBER ALBERTI: Sorry, Madam
Chair.

CHAIR M LLER: Ckay, thank you.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Go ahead.

CHAIR M LLER  As Chairperson of
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the Al coholic Beverage Control Board for the
District of Colunbia, in accordance with
Section 405 of the Open Meeting Act of 2010,
| nove that the ABC Board hold a cl osed
neeting for the purpose of seeking |egal
advi ce fromour Counsel on -- sorry, the case
nunber ?

(OTR comment s)

MEMBER ALBERTI: There is not a
case nunber. It was a fact finding. Fact
finding for --

CHAIR M LLER  Ckay, all right.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Fact Finding for
the American Arab Communi cation & Translation
Center, LLC, trading as Zenobi a Lounge,

Li cense No. 85003.

CHAIR M LLER: Ckay, thank you,
M. Alberti. Per Section 405(b) of the Open
Meetings Act of 2010, and di scussing this case
for the reasons cited in Section 405(b)(13) of
t he Open Meetings Anendnent Act of 2010, is

t here a second?
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MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  Second.

CHAIR MLLER M. Silverstein
seconded the notion, and I'l|l take a roll call
vote of the notion before us, nowthat it's
been seconded.

M. Alberti?

MEMBER ALBERTI: | agree.

CHAIR MLLER M. Alberti agrees.
M. Silverstein?

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN: | agree.

CHAIR M LLER. Ckay, it appears
that the notion is passed by 3-0-0 vote. |
hereby give notice that the ABC Board w ||
recess this proceeding to the cl osed neeting
of the ABC Board conference room pursuant to
Open Meetings Anmendnent Act of 2010, and we'l|
return shortly.

MR KHANJI: Sorry?

CHAIR MLLER And we'll return
shortly. So, wait here. Wit here. W're
going to have a brief discussion and then

we'll return and | et you know where things
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st and.

MR, KHANJI: Ckay.

CHAIR M LLER  Ckay, thank you.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled
matter went off the record at 10:30 a.m and
resuned at 10:45 a.m)

CHAIR M LLER. Ckay, we're back on
the record after having convened in closed
session to discuss this matter a little bit.

(OTR comment s)

CHAIR M LLER:. Ckay, thank you
very nmuch. Ckay, so, as | was saying, we are
back on the record, after having discussed in
cl osed session, the matter before us, with
respect to your |icense that hasn't been used
ever since 2011, and at the point of this
hearing, was to determ ne that you were naking
concrete efforts to put the |icense back into
use.

Based on what we heard today,
there is not sufficient information for us to

make that determ nation at all, but we want to
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gi ve you one nore opportunity to concretely
show that to us, and therefore, we are
requesting, based on what we heard today, that
you submt the foll ow ng docunents to are
Legal Counsel, Martha Jenkins here, by close
of business Friday. That's two business days.
The docunents that we are asking
for are all docunents that should be in your
possessi on or your architect's possession.
They woul d be your architectural
drawi ngs for both |ocations, the applications
and approval s that you have from BZA, Board of
Zoni ng Adjustnent, HPRB Hi storic Preservation
Revi ew Board, DCRA, we know what that is.
Specifically, if there are sone
structural approvals, CFA and we al so woul d
like to see the fire report related to the
fire that you descri bed.
MR KHANJI: Ckay, it's to who?
CHAIR M LLER  Martha Jenki ns who
I's our Legal Counsel.

MR, KHANJI: Ckay.
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CHAIR M LLER At the ABC Board,

and she's the --

MR KHANJI: Ckay.

CHAIR MLLER: She's at this
| ocation, and you can hand-deliver them You
can email, fax.

MR, KHANJI: Okay.

CHAIR M LLER  You can confer with
Ms. Jenki ns.

MR, KHANJI: Ckay.

CHAIR M LLER And we woul d |ike

to see you back here Wednesday, next

Wednesday.

MR KHANJI: [|'mgoing to be out
of town.

CHAIR M LLER:  You what ?

MR KHANJI: Next week and week
after, I"'mgoing to be out of town.

CHAIR M LLER  You'll be out of
t own?

MR, KHANJI : Yes, na'am

MEMBER SHORT: But you can give us
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t he docunents by Friday, correct?

CHAIR M LLER: Ckay, then perhaps
we'll schedule you for a few weeks | ater, but
and you can bring with you, your architect or
an attorney who mght be able to address the
I ssues - -

MR KHANJI: Sure.

CHAIR MLLER -- nore
conpr ehensi vel y.

MR KHANJI: |If you give ne nore
time, | can bring ny lawer and ny architect.

CHAIR M LLER: Ckay. So, what you
can do is, if you get these docunents to us by
Friday, and then if we're not going to see you
for a couple weeks, if there's anything you
want to supplenent in the neantine, if there's
any ot her progress or any other --

MR KHANJI: | just appreciate you
guys cooperation, you know. W' ve been going
t hrough a tough tine right now, with what's
goi ng on.

CHAIR M LLER. Ckay, so, we want
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to give you --

MR, KHANJI: Trust ne, you know,
who doesn't |like to use alcohol license to
make nore noney? W would be so stupid not to
use it, but the things -- | know that M.

Al berti -- | know that you -- you know, you're
| aughi ng about that, but this is not

sonet hing, you know, I'm-- it hurt us nore
than it help us, you know, sonetines.

You know, and | will have ny
| awyer address it next tine.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Sir, it's been
three years, and you haven't used this
license. So, | don't know how nuch pain that
can be.

MR, KHANJI: M. Alberti, you know

MEMBER ALBERTI: Do you under st and
that we're asking for either a BZA order or
application, and HPRB order or an application,
and the DCRA permt application and draw ngs?

MR, KHANJI :  Yes.
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MEMBER ALBERTI: By Friday?

MR KHANJI: Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: And you prom se
to get those to us?

MR KHANJI: | wll get ny
architect to provide these to you.

MEMBER ALBERTI: And they should
be dated before today.

MR KHANJI: Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Al right.

MR, KHANJI: Yes, sir.

CHAIR M LLER  So, | would confer
wi th our Counsel Martha Jenkins, to nmake sure
that you have each other's emails and faxes.

MR, KHANJI: Definitely.

CHAIR M LLER  Because | think
that she may put this in witing, as well.

MR, KHANJI: Ckay.

CHAIR M LLER. So, you can send
that to your architect.

So, basically, we want to give you

every chance, you know, to nmake your case, but
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| think this is going to be the |ast one, as

far as this goes, because --

MR KHANJI: | appreciate that.
CHAIR MLLER -- it's been a |ong
time, and other people -- there are other

peopl e out there that want to use the |license.

MR, KHANJI: There's plenty of
licenses, as | heard fromny |awers. He has
three |licenses, you know, |ike for sale, and
he cannot sell them and | nean, |ast nonth,
you know, Georgetown, the Georgetown business,
| mean, the license alcohol, the -- no, three
nont hs ago, they have -- they provided -- they
put on the market, four new |icenses.

| nmean, businesses in -- it's
CGeorgetown. Have you been to Georget own
| ately?

CHAIR M LLER  Yes.

MR, KHANJI: Uno cl osed down. The
Irish store on Wsconsin, the busiest public
bar is closed dowmn. The street -- across the

street, Papa's Pizza is closed down.
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| mean, so nmany people putting too
much stuff on Georgetown people, and | need to
di scuss this wwth DC -- with -- it's not with
you guys. Wth Georgetown business, you know,

| need to neet wth them find out
what's going on with Georgetown. | nean
CGeorgetown is getting dead right now. You
know, so many restaurants are closing down.

CHAIR M LLER Right, right.

MR, KHANJI: You know, and
LaRusha's cl osed | ast nonth, LaRusha is next
to me. |It's also closed down | ast week.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN. M. Khanji?

CHAIR MLLER M. Silverstein?

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN. Sir, the
reason that those restaurants, those |icenses
were put on the market was because peopl e has
licenses and they were not using them in a
simlar situation as your's.

This is a noratoriumDi strict and
as such, that license is sonething that is

prized, that is sonmething that -- that is
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sonething that is not sinply sonething that
you can sit on and soneone el se woul d then
have to go out and pay noney for or not be
abl e to use.

MR, KHANJI: But |'m saying --

MEMBER SILVERSTEIN: [It's a use it
or lose it.

CHAIR M LLER  That's not enough.
You can't sit on it forever.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  |' m speaki ng,
sir.

CHAIR MLLER: I'msorry.

MEMBER SILVERSTEIN: [It's a use it
or lose it, and we've waited and we've waited,
and now it truly is use it or lose it.

MR KHANJI: Ckay, understand.

CHAIR M LLER  Ckay, anything

el se?
MEMBER SHORT: 1'd just like to --
CHAIR M LLER: Yes, M. Short.
MEMBER SHORT: -- nmke one
coment .
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CHAIR M LLER:  Yes.

MEMBER SHORT: And | think you
m ght have saw sone peopl e here maybe, naking
suggestions or -- you said soneone | aughed.
| don't think anyone is |aughing at you.

|"d just like to say this to you.
The city is losing noney when we don't have
active licenses. You' ve had your's since 2008
or 2011. Four nonths later, it's on our
records that you decided to put into
saf ekeepi ng, and now, you're com ng before us,
you've told us that you' ve been working on
this all the tine.

We're just asking you to give us
sone docunents to prove what's been said.

Yes, we know about the businesses
opening and closing. |, for one, have been in
Washington all ny life, and | just say this to
you - -

MR KHANJI: | nean --

MEMBER SHORT: -- | can renenber

when CGeorgetown didn't have any businesses in
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it. But we're happy now, to see businesses
boomng. W're glad to see people with
licenses that are using them and for the
record, we w sh you the best, the best of
| uck.

MR, KHANJI: Thank you.

MEMBER SHORT: For the record,
yes, sir.

MR, KHANJI: Thank you, sir.

CHAIR M LLER  Ckay, any ot her
guesti ons?

MR, KHANJI: Yes, you know, | own

two properties, you know, |I'min Georgetown.
You know, |'ve seen CGeorgetown change for the
| ast 10 years. | nean, it's going down,

CGeor get own.

| nmean, businesses nove into
different places, and | own two properties,
you know, and that's not good for ne, you
know, not havi ng good business, nyself, you
know, because the pressure that |'mgetting

fromoutside, not -- instead of hel ping ne and
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peopl e, you know, putting pressure on ne,
that's not going to help ne run the business,
you know, and people are going to nove out,
you know, |ike LaRusha noved out. He told ne,
“I'"'mnot doing good business."

The guy before here, you know,
i ke sonme people here, |'ve seen them before
and | know them Georgetown. They say, you
know, "It's not |ike before."

If you go to Georgetown any days,

on weekend, when is it not Georgetown at 10

o' clock, nobody is like -- see people in there
anynor e?

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: | have a
guesti on.

CHAIR M LLER: Ckay.

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: You say you're
getting pressure. \Wiere is this pressure
com ng fronf

MR KHANJI: Fromthe ANC 2. You
know, he doesn't say -- you know, since --

remenber |last tine when | was here?
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CHAIR M LLER  Yes.

MR, KHANJI: | get the license. |
put the plaque on the board, right.

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: Ri ght.

MR KHANJI: And | started, you
know, to calling people. You know, | told you
guys, | don't have the live nusic. | don't
have -- |I'mnot a disco-tech, playing bands or
anything. Al | have, soft nusic and people
sitting on the patio, talking, chit-chat,
nostly student, right, because |I'm open |ate,
like until -- |ike anybody else, |ike until
one o' clock, two o'clock. This is when the
student --

MEMBER SHORT: When is the | ast
time you opened |ike that?

MR KHANJI: What ?

MEMBER SHORT: When is the | ast
time -- last date that you were open with soft
musi ¢ and people sitting? Wat's the |ast
dat e?

MR KHANJI: The |last day of the -
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- on the 16th, 17th, before the fire. So,

every single night, I open like until one
o' cl ock.

MEMBER SHORT: Right.

MR, KHANJI: And I'mthe only
busi ness there that making that street busy,
and people can tell you, ask about that. They
will tell you, you know.

But for sone reason, the mnute
signin, | get this license, the mnute that
I signinwth the ANC 2, | start having
problem \Why? Because |'ve seen -- even
t hough, you know, like |I put the license in
books saf ekeeping, right?

| got a cop cones in here, "Oh,

you serving alcohol." | told him "Sir, cone
in." Wwo is calling that? | know who is
calling that. |It's only one guy, he is doing

that to ne.
Next day, | get people again from
the cops and fromthe -- when | get the

| i cense back in service, | get people back
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Three tinmes | get people fromthe ABC.

CHAIR M LLER: Ckay.

MR KHANJI: Three people, | get,
you know, from ABC, you know, for issue, and
what's the probl enf

So, you know, they say, "Ckay,
well, we got a conplaint.” Wat's a
conpl ai nt ? They didn't say.

CHAIR M LLER. Ckay, sir, | have
to cut his off because we have anot her case
that was schedul ed for 10:00 a. m

But that is one of the factors,
you need to think about that.

MR, KHANJI: Ckay.

CHAIR MLLER Wth the ABC
i censes do cone a ot of conmmunity concerns,
and you know, issues |ike that.

But what's before you right nowis
just to get us those docunents and feel free
to communi cate with our Legal Counsel, M.
Jenki ns.

MR. KHANJI: Yes, and | would |ike
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to have a neeting with the director of ABC
t 0o.

CHAIR MLLER: Well, you can go to
the --

MR KHANJI: Yes.

CHAIR M LLER  -- desk and ask,
yes, M. Moosally, yes, okay?

MR, KHANJI: Concerning, you know?

CHAIR M LLER: Ckay, that woul d be
good. W just can't -- we've got to nbve on
because we have another party waiting.

MR KHANJI: Al right, thank you
very nmuch. Thank you, guys, for your tine.

CHAIR M LLER: Ckay.

MR KHANJI: | appreciate your
hel p and all the cooperation.

CHAIR M LLER. Al right, good
| uck.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled

matter went off the record at 11:00 a.m)
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