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MEETI NG
I N THE MATTER OF:
Brent wood Li quors
t/a Brentwood Liquors Pr ot est
1319 Rhode |sland Ave., NE Heari ng
Retailer A - ANC 5C ( St at us)

Li cense No. 60622
Case #15- PRO- 00048

(Application to Renew the
Li cense)

July 15, 2015

The Al coholic Beverage Control Board
met in the Al coholic Beverage Control Hearing
Room Reeves Building, 2000 14th Street, N W,
Sui te 400S, Washington, D.C. 20009, Chairperson
Rut hanne M I | er, presiding.

PRESENT:

RUTHANNE M LLER, Chairperson
Nl CK ALBERTI, Menber

DONALD BROCKS, Menber

M KE SI LVERSTEI N, Menber
HECTOR RODRI GUEZ, Menber
JAMES SHORT, Menber
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P-ROCE-EDI-NGS
9:39 a.m

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Ckay. Good
nor ni ng, everyone. | would |ike to wel conme you
to the regularly schedul ed neeting of the
District of Colunbia' s Al coholic Beverage Control
Board. Today is July 15, 2015.

My nane is Ruthanne Mller. |'mthe
Chai rperson. Joining ne to nmy far right is M.
Donal d Brooks. Next to M. Brooks is M. Nick
Al berti. And next to M. Alberti is M. Hector
Rodriguez. And to ny left is M. M ke
Silverstein and then M. Janes Short. So we have
six in attendance for business this norning and
three constitutes a quorum

Copi es of today's hearing cal endar and
agenda are avail able at the receptioni st desk.
Pl ease be aware that these proceedi ngs are being
recorded by a court reporter. Accordingly, we
must ask you to refrain fromany disruptive
noi ses or actions in the hearing room

| f you have any el ectronic devices,

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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pagers, cell phones or such, please, nmake certain
that they are turned off to avoid any
i nterruption of the proceedi ngs.

When | call your case, please, cone
forward and take a seat at the table. You wll
note that there is a piece of paper on each table
for you to sign-in. This is to ensure the
correct spelling of your nane for the record.

The Open Meetings Act requires that
t he public hearing on each case be open to the
public. The Board may, consistent with Section
405(b) of the Open Meetings Act, enter a closed
nmeeting during or after the public hearing on a
case to consult with an attorney to obtain | ega
advi ce, discuss settlenent agreenents or
del i berate upon a decision in an adjudication
pr oceedi ng.

Ckay. That concludes ny prelimnary
remarks. |'mgoing to start calling the norning
cal endar begi nning with our Protest Hearing
(Status) cases.

The first case is Case No. 15-PRO

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

00048, Brentwood Liquors |ocated at 1319 Rhode
| sl and Avenue, N.E., License No. 60622, in ANC
5C.

This is an application to renew a
license. And | believe we have an Interpreter
here as well? Wit a second. Can you cone
forward? | can't hear you. And you can sit
down. The m crophone is on the table, so you
don't have to stand.

| NTERPRETER LI: |I'm Chinese
| nterpreter.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Is it Chi nese?

| NTERPRETER YANG It's Korean

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Korean. So you
may be here on another case. (kay.

| NTERPRETER LI: Yes, |'mhere for
Chi nese case.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: I's anybody here,
protesters? Ckay. Wll, what | want to do is

" mgoing to swear you in and acknow edge you who

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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are here and then | nmay conme back to this case,
because the other side is not here yet. And |
understand that there are sonme del ays on the
Metro today.

But, sir, what's your nane?

| NTERPRETER YANG  Sung Yang, Y-A-N-G

CHAI RPERSON M LLER.  Ckay. |'m going
to swear you in.

Do you solemly affirmthat you wl|
faithfully and accurately interpret the
proceedings in this matter from Korean into
English and from English into Korean to the best
of your ability?

| NTERPRETER YANG | do.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER.  Ckay. Thank you
very much. And you are here with? Wo are you
here with? W is sitting next to you?

MR. YOO Yeah, |'mthe Brentwood
Li quors owner, Ji Kwan Yoo.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER Okay. kay. So
the applicant is here, but the protestants are

not, so what | want to do is ask you to take a

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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seat back in the audience and I'll call the case
agai n.

Do you know the protestants? WII you
be able to signal to ne when they are here?

MR YOO  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER. Ckay. Thank you.
So I'll call you later.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled natter
went off the record at 9:43 a.m and resuned at
9:53 a.m)

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. Let's see,
we skipped a couple and | want to see if anybody
has shown up on those. | think those first two
cases, Brentwood Liquors, anybody here for that?
Not yet. Ckay.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled natter
went off the record at 9:43 a.m and resuned at
10: 06 a. m)

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Ckay. Has
anybody el se cone in on the cases that we passed
yet? Okay. Wiat | would like to do then is take

one nore hearing ahead of them as it's 10: 06.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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You know, delays can be half an hour or so. So
if you all can hang in? Al right.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled natter
went off the record at 10:06 a.m and resuned at
10: 07 a. m)

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  All right. Okay.
So apparently our next hearing nay take a little
| onger, so we are going to go --

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  Who are these
peopl e com ng in?

CHAI RPERSON M LLER.  Are you here --

MEMBER ALBERTI: No, Mke, they are

not .

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  No?

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  Ckay.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  All right. So
because the next hearing will take or may take a
long tinme, I'mgoing to recall the Protest

Heari ng cases. 15-PRO 00048, Brentwood Liquors.
Okay. Would you identify yourself for
the record again?

MR YOO M nane is Ji Kwan Yoo.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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CHAI RPERSON M LLER Okay. And you
are the applicant. |Is that correct?

MR YOO  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER. Okay. M notes
indicate that ANC-5C is a protestant in the case
and Md-City Financial Corp. is a conditional
protestant. |s that correct?

MR. YOO  Yes, correct.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

| NTERPRETER YANG  That's correct.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: Do you have any
knowl edge that they may be on their way?

MR YOO | don't know.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  You don't know.

MR, YOO No.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER. Okay. Did you go
to nmedi ati on?

MR YOO No. W couldn't nake it.

| NTERPRETER YANG  Mediation is
schedul ed for tonorrow.

MR YOO And we set up for tonorrow.

We set up for tonorrow.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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CHAl RPERSON M LLER Al right. So
our normal process is when one party doesn't
appear, that party is dism ssed. The Board has
di scretion to do that. | have sone concerns
about doing that, but | would like to just raise
it wwth the Board and that nediation is set for
tonmorrow, accordingly, and if we dismss them
then the nediation will be delayed. That's all.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Madam Chair, | don't
think -- if the parties are acting in good faith,
| don't see why nediation has to be delayed. W
can certainly reach out to the protestants and
make sure they understand that they can submt a
| etter of reinstatenent or request for
reinstatenent if we dismiss them

And if it is due to the delay of
public -- problens with public transportation,

" mconfident that this Board would reinstate
them for those reasons. So | think it's just

cl eaner that we -- since we don't know what their
delay is, that we cancel this -- that we do

dism ss the protest and let themfile a Letter

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

for Reconsi derati on.

Again, if they are acting in good
faith, the process can go on. |It's just a
formality.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: They can send in a
| etter and everything will proceed. But | nean
in the event that they just decided not to cone,
| mean, | think we need to be safe here.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MEMBER ALBERTI: | nean, otherw se we
are in |inbo.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: Wl |, al so though
t hey may not have standing to nediate then.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Who is this?

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Well, this is
ANC- 5C.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Well, let ne see,
this is -- I"'msorry, which case is this? This
I s Brentwood?

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Yes.

MEMBER SHORT:  Yeah.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MEMBER ALBERTI: But there are two
prot est ant s.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Yes. There is
one additional .

MEMBER ALBERTI: Right. And we could
deal with the standing for Md-City Financial
Corporation at a future hearing and deal wth
that issue then. But if the ANC is reinstated,
then the protest could go forward. | mean, there
is a party who now currently has standi ng and
that's the ANC

CHAI RPERSON M LLER.  But we are goi ng
to throw themout. W are going to throw them
out for not com ng today.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Right, right. And we
will give themthe chance to request
reinstatenment. It just nmakes things cleaner.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: Okay. It usually
does. |I'mjust saying that tonorrow if that
medi ati on woul d happen, they don't have standing
if they are thrown out today.

MEMBER ALBERTI: They can still go to

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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medi ati on wi thout standing. There is nothing to
prevent that.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER Okay. W th our
rep, they don't have to have standing for
medi ati on?

MEMBER ALBERTI: We would --

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Any two parties who
want to enter into a negotiation for a settlenent
agreenent, no matter when that occurs, as part of
our custoner service, we would offer the
assistance of a nediator. And essentially that's
what i s happeni ng here.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER Okay. kay. So
is there a notion?

MEMBER ALBERTI: | nove that we
di sm ss the protestants, both protestants in this
case for failure to appear.

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ:  Second.

MEMBER ALBERTI : Again, and we have a
second, ny coment is that I'mwell aware of the

delays in public transportation and if that's the

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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reason for their delay in getting here and
mssing this hearing, then | will be willing to
reinstate them As | understand we have probl ens
with Metro today.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: Madam Chair ?

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Yes.

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: The question is to
cede you here because we assune that it's Metro,
but we have not received any kind of
comuni cation fromthe party at all, have we?

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  No.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Absolutely. And

that's partly why |I'm suggesting that we nove

forward with the dismssal. | nmean, | don't
know. | nean, it could be that they have | ust
decided to forget about this neeting. | have not

heard fromthem |If we had heard fromthem it
woul d be a conpletely different story.

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ:  Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: And in the day of

cell phone usage, | kind of expect people to be

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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calling us.

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: Yes, | do. | do as
wel | .

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  But sonetines it
doesn't work on Metro.

MEMBER ALBERTI: It absolutely -- and
| understand that. That's why "'mw lling to
listen to them and give them due deference when |
see their letter for reconsideration.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER.  Okay. Anybody
el se? Okay. There has been a Motion to Dismss
the protestants for failure to appear that has
been seconded.

Al'l those in favor say aye.

ALL: Aye.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: All those
opposed? All those abstaining? The notion
passes 6-0-0.

And the protestants will have an
opportunity to file a Mdtion for Reinstatenent
and they will be able still to avail thensel ves

of mediation. So do you understand?

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MR YOO Yes, yes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Ckay. | just
want to make clear that they have a chance to
give their reason why they weren't here. And if
medi ation is before that, you are still free to
medi ate. Ckay. GCkay. Any questions?

MR YOO | heard that M. M chael
Meers of Md-City Corporation did not give
ability to protest nmy store, but I wind up
sonehow sonebody push through himand we had him
in court hearing tine and he not supposed to be -
- he not request to protest ny store. And he
probably just did not -- you know, he's not
there, so he could not protest ne, but --

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MR YOO ~-- | don't know, sonehow he
didit.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: COkay. So it
sounds li ke you are addressing the question of
the protestant who is saying he is an abutting
property owner and | believe that our agent said

he wasn't.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MR YOO  Yes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  And this was to
be the opportunity for himto nmake his case to
the Board and he didn't appear. So as of now,
there are no protestants, but we can reconsider
if they file something. |Is that clear?

MR YOO Yes, ma'am

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Ckay. M.

Al berti?

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ms. Mller? Sir, |
woul d encourage you if nediation is schedul ed for
tonmorrow, | would encourage you to attend that
medi at i on.

MR YOO Yes, sir, | wll.

MEMBER ALBERTI: It will be helpful to
bot h si des.

MR. YOO  Thank you, yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER.  Ckay. Thank you
very nmuch.

MR. YOO  Thank you very much.

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: Thank you.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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(Wher eupon, the Protest (Status)
Hearing in the above-entitled matter was
concluded at 10:17 a.m)
Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
(202) 234-4433 Washington DC

www.nealrgross.com
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