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The Al coholic Beverage Control Board
met in the Al coholic Beverage Control Hearing
Room Reeves Building, 2000 14th Street, N W,
Sui te 400S, Washington, D.C. 20009, Chairperson
Rut hanne M I | er, presiding.

PRESENT:

RUTHANNE M LLER, Chairperson
Nl CK ALBERTI, Menber

DONALD BROCOKS, Menber

M KE SI LVERSTEI N, Menber
HECTOR RODRI GUEZ, Menber
JAMES SHORT, Menber

ALSO PRESENT:

JASON PERU, ABRA I nvesti gator
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P-ROCEEDI-NGS
11: 07 a. m

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: Al right. Wich
brings us to, | believe, our |ast case of the
nor ni ng, which is a Fact-Finding Hearing, Case
No. 15-CMP-00213, Pasha International, Inc. t/a
Pizza No. 17 | ocated at 1523 17th Street, N W,
Li cense No. 72743, in ANGC- 2B.

Okay. Let's start with introductions
on the right.

MR. KERTMEN. My nane is Bugra | ast
name is Kertnen.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER.  Ckay. Could you
spel | your nane?

MR. KERTMEN. B, as in boy, U as in
unbrella, G as in goat, R-A as in apple.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER.  And you are?

MR. KERTMEN:. | amthe manager of the
Pizza No. 17.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  You are the -- |
think I need you to speak up a little |ouder.

MR KERTMEN. Manager.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Manager ?

MR, KERTMEN. Manager.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: O Pizza 177

MR. KERTMEN. Yes. |'m managing the
store at the nonent.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER.  Okay. And you
are?

MR. YAZDANI : Payam Yazdani. |'mthe
owner .

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN: Pl ease speak into
t he m crophone that we can hear you.

MR. YAZDANI : |'m Payam Yazdani, the
owner of the pizzeria.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay. And I'm
sorry, you are M. Yazdani ?

MR. YAZDAN : Yes, ma'am

CHAI RPERSON M LLER.  And how do you --
how woul d you identify yourself?

MR YAZDANI: | am owner.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: O the -- with
respect to this case, Pizza 177

MR. YAZDANI: |I'mthe president of the

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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conpany.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MR. YAZDANI : The owner.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  You're the owner?
Are you the owner?

MR, YAZDANI : Yes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Ckay. M. Peru?

| NVESTI GATOR PERU: | nvesti gator Jason
Peru with ABRA.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: Okay. So we are
here, | believe, as somewhat a result of a cease
and desi st order that was issued against the
owners of Pizza 17. And we got a letter from M.
Yazdani asking, you know, for this hearing to be
heard or whatever. And | think it nmakes sense if
we start with M. Peru, who did the
i nvestigation, to unearth sone things in this
case, you know, related to ownership, etcetera
that we need to discuss at the hearing and get
strai ght ened out.

So | think it would be a good idea to

start with M. Peru. |If that's all right with

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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you, M. Peru?

| NVESTI GATOR PERU: Yes, no, that's
fine.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Ckay. Good.

| NVESTI GATOR PERU: "Il just go, |
guess, in ny report and what | did that day.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Wait. Excuse ne.
|"msorry. You do have a copy of M. Peru's
report, correct? H s investigative report?

MR. YAZDANI : Yes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Okay. Al right.

| NVESTI GATOR PERU: It was on
Thursday, April 9th. | went there. | was doing
RO s on inspections on 17th Street and Pizza No.
17 was in ny group of ROs to what they did.

So | entered the establishnment. There
was a mal e enpl oyee working in the establishnent.
| identified nmyself to him asked like |I always
do for the ABC Manager or the owner.

That person then grabbed M. Kertnen.
M. Kertnmen cane out of the back and identified

hinmself to ne as the owner of the establishnment.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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And he said that he had purchased the corporate
nane and the trade nane fromthe previ ous owner,
M. Yazdani .

He asked -- you know, | asked himif
the |icense and everything was transferred,
everyt hi ng was done through ABRA. He was not
aware of that, didn't know about the process. He
said he woul d have to contact M. Yazdani, which
he did. He contacted himvia tel ephone and
requested that | speak with himon the phone. So
| talked with M. Yazdani via the tel ephone.

He said that he was the previous
owner. He said that he sold the business to M.
Kertmen. | explained to himthe procedures that
he had to go through with ABRA in transferring
the license and ownership if, in fact, he did
sell the business.

He said that he had not done that with
ABRA. | also, you know, nentioned to himthat
being that M. Kertnen was not the owner and that
there was no ABC Manager there, that there was an

addi tional violation of not having a |icensed

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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person on prem ses.

And then | also, you know, reiterated
that to M. Kertnen in reference to the
procedures for obtaining a 90-day license for an
ABC Manager, because M. Kertnen presented an
enpl oyee Certificate for Al cohol Awareness, but
it was not and ABC Manager |icense.

| explained to himthat wasn't a
license. And M. Kertnmen had very little
know edge of where things were in the
establi shment, invoices, you know, the C of O was
never | ocated while | was there doing ny
i nspecti on.

So it was clear that M. Kertnen had
just taken over the business, but really was kind
of figuring things out still.

And so when | -- on Friday the 10th, |
checked -- | pulled the ABRA records to see, you
know, what ABRA was show ng ownership, any
transfers had taken place and everything that |
found on file was still showing M. Yazdani as

t he owner.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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And | also checked with the Licensing
Di vision and confirned that, at that point, as of
April 10th, there was no ownership paperwork filed
as a change.

So I was able to -- you know, | have
copies in the report that | have of the
application and the renewal application show ng
that M. Yazdani was still the actual owner,
according to ABRA records. That's all | have.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER.  Ckay. Thank you.
Any questions right now for M. Peru? W m ght
as well turn to M. Yazdani and M. --

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  So, yes, | do.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Yes, okay.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN: M. Peru,
according then to your records, M. Yazdani is
still with this Agency the | egal owner and
operator of this establishnment?

| NVESTI GATOR PERU: Yes, sir. As to
ny |ast checkup on this, which was in April,

April 10th, he was the | egal owner on record. [|'m

not aware of any transfer that was nmade since

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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t hen.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  And when you went
in there on April 9th, regardl ess of what you were
told, was there an ABC Manager on duty?

| NVESTI GATOR PERU:  No. No, sir. No,
sir. No, there was no ABC Manager present.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  But M. Kertnen
said to you, it is your testinony, that he was
the owner or was in the process of buying or
somet hi ng?

| N\VESTI GATOR PERU:  No. It was he was
t he owner and had purchased. Not in the process,
had done it, yes.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN: Ckay. Very well.
No further questions.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: Okay. Ohers
right now? Al right. Wich of -- whoever woul d
| i ke to speak first?

MR YAZDANI : | think that the
| nvesti gator was absolutely right in everything.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN: Pl ease, speak up.

| have a hearing inpairnent and | woul d ask that

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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you speak up.

MR YAZDANI: | believe that the
| nvesti gator was absolutely right in everything
t hat he had said.

M. Kertnen and | had nade a verba
agreenment to purchase the business. He canme on
as a manager for nme, at that tinme, to be able to
see the business and see if he was going to nove
on and purchase the business from ne.

W are still in that process right
now. | amthe owner. | have been the owner the
whol e ti e,

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN: Has there been a
Bill of Sale? |Is there any paperwork? |Is there
-- you are the owner. You do not dispute the ABC
docunentation that you are the owner?

MR, YAZDANI: | amthe owner, sir.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  And, M. Kertnen,

coul d you explain the m srepresentation here?

MR, KERTMEN:. | think that it's only
about sone m scommunication. It's -- this m ght
go about ny English, too, on process. |It's not

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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real ly that good.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  What is --

MR. KERTMEN. So when | --

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  -- excuse ne.
What is your |anguage, your first |anguage?

MR. KERTMEN:. The first |anguage is
Tur ki sh.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Tur ki sh.

MR, KERTMEN: Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Ckay.

MR. KERTMEN. So when the -- M. --
|"msorry, when he cane to the store, when we
were tal king, when | say | purchased it, this
nmean like | amthinking to |ike purchase this.

So | didn'"t want to get into details, so when he
was asking ne the question, | was talk -- | was
thinking |like we are having a conversation. So |
wasn't |like aware of like he is like follow ng
the | egal procedure. So that's why | said |
purchased it, but it was ny idea to purchase
this, so |l didn't want to get into detail, but we
talk with himand try to explain to him So |
Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com
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was -- that is what | was thinking.

Later on we saw the report and that
was basically the | egal portion, basically it's
still his business. Al the name, like all the
license on his nane. | amonly at the nonent
| i ke managi ng the place, basically, to see if |
really want to purchase it or not how the
busi ness run. That was ny job there.

So when the gentl eman showed at the
business, so it was | think the first April 9th
and when | get to the store, | started from April
1st to see howit is going, started managing it,
so that | wasn't aware of so nmany things when he
was asking ne. So | couldn't really help himso
much.

And basically, the gentlenman, the nale
enpl oyee there who has the certificate thought
that was the license. And he explained to ne
that is not the |Iicense, he needs to take that
certificate to cone here and apply for it. And
basically, we told himnow he has already his

| icense also, so it's all good.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN: Have you applied
for it?

MR, KERTMEN:  Me?

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  Yes, for the ABC
Manager's License?

MR. KERTMEN. | haven't applied yet.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  You have not
applied for that yet?

MR, KERTMEN:. Not yet.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  Ckay.

MR YAZDANI : May |?

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN: M. Yazdani ?

MR. YAZDANI: | have -- currently I
have two ot her ABC nanagers that are working over
t here.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  And you are
wor ki ng there as wel | ?

MR YAZDANI: Yes. So it's --

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  So you are
covered?

MR YAZDANI : -- one nmnager --

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  You say that you

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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woul d be covered all the tinme if you had --

MR. YAZDANI : Yes, sir.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN. M. Peru?

| NVESTI GATOR PERU:  Yes?

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN: Do you have any
response to this?

MEMBER ALBERTI: Do we know when this
was i ssued?

| N\VESTI GATOR PERU: Al | know i s what

| was told that day and what | observed, you

know.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  Very wel |.

| N\VESTI GATOR PERU:  And it seens cl ear
to me that -- you know, and that's why | did the

courtesy of verifying on the phone with M.
Yazdani and confirm ng, you know, what M.
Kertmen is saying. So if there was a

m scommruni cati on between nyself and M. Kertnen,
M. Yazdani cleared that up to ne on the phone
t hat busi ness was now being -- was not owned by
M. Kertnmen.

Sol -- M. -- 1 haven't been back to

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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t he establishment since. You know, that's
obviously -- | will go back and ensure that there
i s an ABC manager working during the hours that
they are open. But at the time that | was there,
all the information that was related to ne, it
was clear on who had taken over ownership, who
was runni ng the establishnment and what direction
that it was going.

And this was April. So this is My,
June, this is two nonths ago. So, you know,
since then whether there has been -- on their
busi ness end, there have been breaks. You know,

t hey haven't done anything. No transfers have

been put into play, you know. That's -- the
information that | provided, | think, is
accurat e.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN: Ckay. | have no
further questions. |If anyone wants to foll ow up?

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: M. Short?
MEMBER SHORT: Yes. This is to the
owner .

MR. YAZDANI : Yes, sir.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MEMBER SHORT: Once the cease and
desi st order was handed to you, did that signa
to you that you needed to cone to this office and
get your business straightened out with the city?

MR. YAZDANI : Yes, sir.

MEMBER SHORT: Did you do that?

MR YAZDANI: | sent a letter into
have this neeting, to have this hearing.

MEMBER SHORT: How | ong have you been

i n business? | nean, how | ong have you been in
busi ness? | mean, this business or any other
busi ness.

MR. YAZDANI : Goi ng on about 10 years
now, Sir.

MEMBER SHORT: How nmany busi nesses in
Washi ngton, D.C. ?

MR YAZDANI: This is the second one.

MEMBER SHORT: Second one. And do you
own that first business al so?

MR. YAZDANI : Yes, sir.

MEMBER SHORT: Did you have to get the

proper |icenses and go through to own the

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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busi ness?

"' msorry,

nmuch.

(202) 234-4433

all those steps will

currently those things haven't

talk to you before.

MR. YAZDANI : Yes, sir,

17

| did.

MEMBER SHORT: So did you know you had

MR. YAZDANI : Yes, sir.

to do the sanme thing with this business?

MEMBER SHORT: Did you do that?

MR. YAZDANI : | have not sold this
busi ness yet. | guarantee that when there is a
Bill of Sale and there is a transfer of noney,

be gone through, but

happened.

MEMBER SHORT: So you have no Bill of

Sale for this business?

MR. KERTMEN. Yes, so basically we --

if I may. So basically we cone to

MEMBER SHORT:  Ckay.

He is ny friend al so very

MR. KERTMEN: We know each other. And

this place |i ke becone Pizza No. 17.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
Washington DC
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It used to

be call ed Pasha Bistro and we used to work
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together in that tinme, too, also so we kind of
partnership there, too.

So when we talk to him we basically
make sone ki nd of deal between us. | was going
to come into the place and check a coupl e of
nonths. Maybe | don't -- |ike Septenber if |
decided to buy it and we -- fromthen we are
going to go fromthere, sir. So transferring the
| i cense and everything, Bill of Sale and
everyt hing, but basically now we haven't done
anyt hi ng yet.

So basically it still is his place.
|"mjust there to just check the business how it
goes to see. And |I'msorry about the, you know,
m scommuni cati on between --

MEMBER SHORT: Ckay. Now that you
know all of these things and now t hat you know
you have to get things approved, when do you plan
on filing for an appropriate |icense?

MR. KERTMEN:. In |like Septenber | am
thinking if | decided to buy the current I|ike

busi ness. I n Septenber probably I going to be

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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sitting and applying for everything.

MEMBER SHORT: So currently you don't
have a |icense?

MR KERTMEN:  No.

MEMBER SHORT: Ckay. So you have a
cease and desist still in place now?

MR. KERTMEN:. |'m sorry, what was
that, sir?

MR YAZDANI : Yes.

MEMBER SHORT: The order.

MR YAZDANI: W are here to discuss
t he cease and desi st.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Yes.

MEMBER SHORT: But you say you are
waiting until Septenber. This is July.

MEMBER SILVERSTEIN: Let ne clear it.

MEMBER ALBERTI: May |?

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Yes. | think a
| ot of --

MEMBER SHORT: Because |'m confused.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Ckay.

MEMBER ALBERTI: M. Short, M. Short,

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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M. Kertnmen says that today that he does -- that
he is thinking of owning the business. So as of
t oday, there has been no sale of the business.

MEMBER SHORT: Ckay.

MEMBER ALBERTI: M. Kertnen doesn't
have a nmanager's license. That is probably not
hel pful to them but that's their decision. But
right now, there is no -- their statenment is that
there is no -- has been no sale of the business.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN: Al so he doesn't
need a |icense.

MEMBER ALBERTI: So the |icense
remains, if that's true, then the |license renai ns
with M. Yazdani. Ckay?

MEMBER SHORT: Well, right now they
are not selling any al cohol.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Well, because of the
cease and desist they are not and they have asked
us to lift the cease and desi st.

MEMBER SHORT: Ckay.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Because M. Yazdani

is telling us today that he still owns and

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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manages the restaurant.

MEMBER SHORT: COkay. Good. So the
| ast question that | actually was asking is
soneone said in Septenber they may cone down and
apply for it.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Right.

MEMBER SHORT: Ckay. Al right.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Right. Ckay.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN: |If he wants to
buy the pl ace.

MEMBER SHORT: Right.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Al right.

MEMBER SHORT: So the cease and desi st
until sonebody cones down and applies --

MEMBER ALBERTI:  No.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  No.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  No.

MEMBER ALBERTI: |If we determ ne that
M. Yazdani has not sold the business and is
still operating and nanaging it, then they woul d
be allowed to open. But that's what we are here

to determ ne today.
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MEMBER SHORT: Ckay. Al right.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Okay?

MEMBER SHORT: That's a little
clearer. Thank you.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER M. Silverstein?

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN: Ckay. M.
Yazdani, the cease and desi st order was issued,
ny under st andi ng, because there was sone question
as to whether you were the true and actual owner
and whether this place had been sol d.

You are representing to us that you
are the true and actual owner at this tinme of
Pizza No. 17, that you are operating it and that
the idea that you are not the true and act ual
owner was in error?

MR, YAZDANI : Yes.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN: |Is that your
representation?

MR YAZDANI: Yes. | amthe owner.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN: That you are
sayi ng you have never sold the place?

MR. YAZDANI: | have not sold it.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN: That no noney has
changed hands?

MR YAZDANI: No, sir.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN: That there was no
contract signed although the two of you as
busi ness partners and friends have di scussed the
possi bility?

MR. YAZDANI : Yes, sSir.

MR. KERTMEN:. Actually that m ght be
ny m stake when the gentlenan cane to the store,
because | was talking |like having a conversati on,
sir, and | said | purchased it.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  And if any
purchase or sale were --

MR, KERTMEN:  No.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN: -- to take pl ace,
it would be in the future?

MR. KERTMEN:. Yes. Yes, yes, exactly.

MR. YAZDANI : Yes, sir.

MR. KERTMEN:. Sorry about the
conf usi on.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  Ckay.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MEMBER SHORT: |'mjust --

MEMBER SILVERSTEIN. It's quite
conf usi ng.

MR, KERTMEN: Yes.

MEMBER SHORT: So right now, you are
the | egal owner and you are the person who wants
to buy it.

MR. KERTMEN. Yes, yes.

MEMBER SHORT: Wo told the
| nvesti gator he was the owner?

MR. KERTMEN: Yes, correct. That was

nmy m st ake.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  Ckay.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: O hers?

MEMBER ALBERTI: Madam Chair?

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: M. Al berti?

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. So actually
"' mgoing to not make any assunptions. | nean,
you have nade your statenment. | want to get sone

facts out before | make ny decision, M.
Si | verstein.

M. Yazdani, do you still hold the
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| ease to this property?
MR YAZDAN : Yes.
MEMBER ALBERTI: |Is this property

| eased by you or do you own this property?

MR, YAZDANI: It's |eased by ne.
MEMBER ALBERTI: [It's |eased by you.
kay. So who is the -- can you give us a nane of

t he person with whom you have the | ease and
contact information?

MR, YAZDANI : Sure.

MEMBER ALBERTI: The | andl ord?

MR, YAZDANI : Sure.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Can you give that to
us?

MR, YAZDANI : Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Do you know it now?

MR. YAZDANI : | have a copy of the
| ease with ne.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. Geat. So can
we get a copy of that |ease, please?

MR, YAZDANI : Sure.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Al right. So we can

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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followup to nake sure that the lease is still
current.

MR YAZDANI : There is also an
addendumto the lease that is going to go with
t hat al so.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. I|I'mnot really

so concerned about the terns. Yes, let's see the

| ease. | nean, what |'"'minterested inis -- we
wi || have soneone followup to see that the | ease
is still current.

MR. YAZDANI : Ckay.

MEMBER ALBERTI: And that will confirm
that you still are, you know -- all right. So
who owns -- and you are telling us that you stil
own is it Pasha International?

MR. YAZDANI : The conpany, yes, Sir.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Al right. Wo else
is a nenber of that conpany?

MR, YAZDANI : Just nyself.

MEMBER ALBERTI : Just yourself. Ckay.
And have you sold that conpany recently to --

MR YAZDANI: No, sir.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MEMBER ALBERTI: -- anybody? Ckay.
Geat. So it's your statenent today that you
still operate this, nanage and operate this
establishment. |Is that correct?

MR. YAZDANI : Yes, sir.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Al right. So I
woul d assune that you are nmanagi ng the proceeds
fromthis establishment. |Is that correct?

MR. YAZDANI : Yes, sSir.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Al right. Do you
have any proof that you are still -- that the
proceeds fromthis operation are still going into

accounts that you or your conmpany owns?

MR. YAZDANI: | don't have that with
me, sir

MEMBER ALBERTI: Can you provide that?
| nmean, you can redact -- you could redact
figures. I'mnot interested in anmounts, but |I'm

interested in sone evidence that the noney,
proceeds, daily proceeds, weekly proceeds,
what ever or however you manage those are going to

your conpany Pasha International or to you.
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MR, YAZDANI: Would you like a bank
st at ement ?

MEMBER ALBERTI: That woul d be great.
That woul d be great --

MR. YAZDANI : Ckay.

MEMBER ALBERTI: -- to showthat. All
right. And then we can clear -- then there wl|
be no doubt and we can clear this matter up
conpl etely.

MR. YAZDANI : Ckay.

MEMBER ALBERTI: That's what | woul d
like to see. Ckay?

MR, YAZDANI : Sure.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. Geat. Thank
you. | have no further questions. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: Okay. Qhers?
Just to be clear, M. Alberti, is it your
position that before Iifting the cease and desi st
you would like to see the bank statenments?

MEMBER ALBERTI: Yes. And have
soneone followup on the | ease. Because as it

st ands now - -
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CHAI RPERSON M LLER  What does t hat
mean?

MEMBER ALBERTI: -- you know, as it
stands now, we have only M. Yazdani's word and
M. Kertnmen's word that, you know, M. Yazdani
still owns and nanages it, but, you know, M.
Peru was -- Investigator Peru was told sonething
different. So | need to confirmwhere the truth
lies. And that woul d be hel pful.

| nean, | don't necessarily -- |'m not
saying | doubt them but we are here at this
point and | think since we have conflicting
stories, it's best that we get docunentation. So
| think some recent bank accounts show ng t hat
t he noney, proceeds fromthe business are going

into M. Yazdani's account or his conpany's

account. And we will followup with the | andlord
to make sure that the current -- the lease is
still current wwith M. Yazdani.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER.  How do you nean
by that, we will follow up?

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  When you say we- -
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MEMBER ALBERTI: Ch, this Agency wl|
f ol | ow up.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Who? CQur
| nvesti gat or?

MEMBER ALBERTI: We will ask -- | wll
ask M. Moosally to send an I nvestigator to speak
to the | andl ord.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  On.

MEMBER ALBERTI: |s that
under st andabl e?

MEMBER SHORT: Madam Chair?

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Yes?

MEMBER SHORT: | think what M.

Al berti is saying is we trust them but we want
to verify it.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: | under st and.

MEMBER ALBERTI :  Yes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER | under st and
t hat .

MEMBER ALBERTI :  Yes.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN: | would ask the

Agency to do it and that would be fair.
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CHAI RPERSON M LLER: | think M. Peru
probably could do it.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  And | woul d ask
t hat --

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Is that right,
M. Peru?

| NVESTI GATOR PERU: Yes, ma' am

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Ckay. | just
want to figure, you know, if they really should
be operating, you know, then | would like to
facilitate that this go as quickly as possible,
you know. And if the facts prove it otherw se,
then you won't, you know.

Okay. So how quickly? And | think
that we also would like to, you know, protect the
confidentiality of your bank account and however
that can be done. So is that sonething that can

be done pretty quickly? Like today? Could you

send in --

MR YAZDANI : | think so.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  -- your bank
account to -- all right. That will go to M.
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Jenkins, | believe.
MEMBER ALBERTI: Yes. | nean, on his
bank account he can --

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Ckay.

MEMBER ALBERTI: -- redact bal ances.
He can redact nunbers. | just need an account
hol der. | just need to know who the account

hol der is and | need to see deposits that reflect
t hat woul d be consistent with nonies fromthis
busi ness going into that account.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MEMBER SHORT: Oaner shi p.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN: Right. Pardon?

MEMBER SHORT: The sooner he does
that, the sooner he can open, right?

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Right.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Exactly.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Right.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER.  So if you have
any questions about that, you can ask Ms.

Jenkins. Al right. W wll expect that as soon
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as you can give it to us.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  What is the
enacting clause here so to speak for the renoval
of the cease and desist?

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Lifting it.

MEMBER SILVERSTEIN: For the lifting

of it. Is it that the Agency receives these to
the satisfaction? Is it two weeks? Well, how do
V\B - -

MEMBER ALBERTI: W make the deci sion.
The Board --

MEMBER SILVERSTEIN: So do we nake the
decision on July 8th or do we nake the decision by
pol I'i ng when we see these things?

MEMBER ALBERTI: Can we di scuss that
i n our business neeting, M. Silverstein? But as
al ways, it's the decision of the Board.

MEMBER S| LVERSTEIN: OF course.

MR YAZDANI: And we will nove as
expedi tiously as possi bl e.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Yes. W are not

going to wait two weeks. | don't think if we
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have information, | don't think so.

MEMBER SHORT: |If we get the correct
I nf ormati on.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Yes, yes.

MR. YAZDANI : Very well.

MEMBER SHORT: Verification.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER W will act
pretty expeditiously.

MEMBER SHORT: Verification. W want
everything on it.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  So M. Peru, you
will be able to verify?

| NVESTI GATOR PERU:. Definitely. |
j ust have a question, because | haven't seen it.
In fact, | wasn't aware of the cease and desi st
until yesterday as well. Was that served
el ectronically or at the |ocation?

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: | assune --

| NVESTI GATOR PERU: | was just curious
who received it and who signed for it.

MEMBER ALBERTI: It was just served --
| was just told it was served electronically.
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| N\VESTI GATOR PERU: It was? Ckay.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  On.

| NVESTI GATOR PERU: (kay. | was just
curious when the Investigator went out who they
spoke to and contacted in reference to serving
it, if it was done in person.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Ri ght.

| NVESTI GATOR PERU:  But
el ectronically, okay.

MEMBER ALBERTI: It was served,
bel i eve, June 3rd.

| NVESTI GATOR PERU: Ckay. Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: M. Peru, do you
have any idea when you m ght be able to verify
t he | ease?

| NVESTI GATOR PERU: As soon as we
| eave here.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Ckay. Good. All
right.

MEMBER ALBERTI: | was confident that

t hat woul d be your answer.
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CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Wl |, nmaybe
everything can be done today for all we know. So
okay, so those are the two things.

MR. YAZDANI: | just need to bring a
bal ance of my bank account?

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: | think what --
this is what | want to nake sure that you
understand, so and that you are talking to
sonebody, because if you do the wong thing, that
you coul d correct it quickly.

| don't know if it's a balance. |
think M. Alberti wants sonme kind of a way to
| ook at this account and say okay, | can tell
that you are putting noney fromthe business into
your account. R ght? He is not here, but that's
-- so whatever shows that should serve the
pur pose.

MEMBER SHORT: |If | could help out?

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Yes.

MEMBER SHORT: What M. Al berti, |
t hink, was saying is that he wants to see

deposits of receipts of the business into the
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owner's bank account.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Ri ght.

MEMBER SHORT: Consistent with an
owner and not soneone el se.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  So we coul d tell
that you are the owner putting the noney in.

MEMBER ALBERTI: And -- well, because
i f we have any questions, we will followup with

M. Yazdani as quickly as possible. So as soon

as he gets those in, we will ook at them
Sonmebody will ook at themand we will follow up
with M. Yazdani. This may be an ongoi ng

conversation, but hopefully he understands where
|"mgoing with this.

MR. YAZDANI : You want proof that --

MEMBER ALBERTI: | nean, if he has any
guestions he can ask them now.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: O you can
followup with Ms. Jenkins when you subnmt them
Make sure -- you can followup with Ms. Jenkins
to see when you submt them you know, you can

doubl e check if that's what the Board has in
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MEMBER ALBERTI: And --

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Then we will be
able to --

MEMBER ALBERTI: -- as always our QAG
staff is there to serve and will be as hel pful --
will be very helpful to the licensee in this
matter, |'m sure.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  So - -

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN. They are
professional. They are well-versed. They are

excellent. CQur entire staff is. Please,
cooperate with them

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  So - -

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  And be up front.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER. Okay. So is that
clear to you?

MR YAZDANI : Um hum

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Okay. If this
all pans out as you say, you know, if it's
supported by this docunentation, then the Board

wll take the action to lift the cease and
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desist, so that's what we will be waiting for.

MR YAZDANI : Excellent.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Okay. Al right.
Anyt hi ng el se?

Oh, | would say this. | do have one
guestion though. M. Kertnen, if you are
t hi nki ng of taking over the business, why aren't
you getting a nmanager's license or anything so
you can run the business?

MEMBER ALBERTI: He doesn't need one.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  He doesn't need
one as an owner.

MEMBER ALBERTI: No.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  No. But to --

MR. KERTMEN:. But | knew that.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: Okay. You don't
need one to get experience in the restaurant is
what you are sayi ng?

MEMBER ALBERTI: No. He can work in
t he restaurant.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: He can't do

exactly the same thing.
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MEMBER ALBERTI: He can work in the
restaurant. He just can't be the --

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: Al cohol person.

MEMBER ALBERTI: -- person responsible
for the serve --

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Right. Al
right.

MEMBER ALBERTI: He can't serve as ABC
Manager. | nean, it's his choice.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER.  Ckay. It is your
choice. GOkay. Never mnd. Good |luck with your

document at i on.

MR, KERTMEN:. |'Il be getting just in
case.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  And if and when
you do decide to sell, keep in mnd that you need

to do paperwork here with respect to transferring

before --

MR, YAZDANI : Yes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MEMBER ALBERTI: My | just say, M.
Kertmen, | think what the nessage is is that it
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woul d be advisable for you to get a manager's
| i cense.

MR. KERTMEN: Yes, sure.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Not only -- | nean,
once you own the business, you won't need one,
but it would be hel pful for you to understand
what managers that you hire have | earned.

MR, KERTMEN:. Exactly, yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: And to understand
better what the requirenents are of your
business. So that's just a piece of advice that
we recomrend that you |l ook into that.

MR, KERTMEN: Thank you.

MEMBER ALBERTI : Thank you.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MEMBER SHORT: | guess we need to go
on the record also if he is contenplating buying
t he business in Septenber, as he said, and the
owner is not there, even if the cease and desi st
is lifted, there has got to be a nanager there.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ch, yes.

MEMBER SHORT: So he just can't assune
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that in Septenber after he buys it, then he
doesn't have to have an ABC Manager. | think
that started the whol e probl em when our

| nvestigator went out and did not find an ABC
Manager and could not find the owner.

Well, an owner who said he was the
owner who wasn't the owner.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  The owner doesn't
have to have the manager there though.

MEMBER SHORT: Well, the owner wasn't
t here that day.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  But if you are an
actual owner --

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN: I n the present
t ense.

MEMBER SHORT: That's what caused us
to be here today. Thank you.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER | think we are
finished. Thank you very nuch. Also, we wil
wait to hear back fromyou, M. Peru, also.

| NVESTI GATOR PERU: Yes, ma' am

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Thank you.
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Appreciate it.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  Thank you, M.
Per u.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  All right. |
think that conpletes the --

MR. YAZDANI : Thank you so nuch.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  -- hearings for
this norning's calendar. All right. Then we are
adj ourned until our 1:30 heari ng.

(Wher eupon, the Fact-Finding Hearing
in the above-entitled matter was concl uded at

11: 38 a. m)
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