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                DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
                      + + + + +
          ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL BOARD
                      + + + + +
                       MEETING

IN THE MATTER OF:

William P. Carter               Fact-
                                Finding
(Manager's Application)         Hearing

                    June 10, 2015

            The Alcoholic Beverage Control Board
met in the Alcoholic Beverage Control Hearing
Room, Reeves Building, 2000 14th Street, N.W.,
Suite 400S, Washington, D.C. 20009, Chairperson
Ruthanne Miller, presiding.

PRESENT:

RUTHANNE MILLER, Chairperson
NICK ALBERTI, Member
DONALD BROOKS, Member
MIKE SILVERSTEIN, Member
HECTOR RODRIGUEZ, Member
JAMES SHORT, Member
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1                 P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

2                                            2:39 p.m.

3             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  We have another

4 hearing though scheduled for 2:30, which is a

5 Fact-Finding Hearing involving Mr. William

6 Carter, who I think was here earlier and we sent

7 him out of the hearing room, we will have to see

8 where he is.

9             MEMBER SHORT:  So at 2:30?

10             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Yes.  Okay.  Five

11 minutes.  Okay.  We are going to need to take a

12 five minute break, but you can stay where you

13 are.

14             MR. CARTER:  Okay.  Understood.

15             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  We will be

16 back shortly.

17             (Whereupon, the above-entitled matter

18 went off the record at 2:39 p.m. and resumed at

19 2:45 p.m.)

20             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  All right.  We

21 have a quorum here anyway, so I'm going to call

22 this case.  This is a Fact-Finding Hearing for
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1 Mr. William P. Carter, who has applied for a

2 manager's application.

3             You know what, I'm just going to put

4 you under oath, okay?

5             MR. CARTER:  Okay.

6 Whereupon,

7                   WILLIAM P. CARTER

8 was called as a witness by the ABRA Board, and

9 having been first duly sworn, assumed the witness

10 stand and was examined and testified as follows:

11             MR. CARTER:  I do.

12             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  And now,

13 could you identify yourself for the record?

14             MR. CARTER:  My name is William P.

15 Carter.

16             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  It's Wayne

17 or William?

18             MR. CARTER:  William.

19             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  William, right,

20 okay.  So we called you in for a hearing because

21 we reviewed your manager's application and

22 sometimes we have questions related to an
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1 application about what is written on the piece of

2 paper.

3             MR. CARTER:  Understood.

4             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  So I think

5 Board Members will have questions, but, you know,

6 one that I have is -- it usually turns on a

7 criminal record that you have.  Okay.  And that's

8 what is at issue here.  And it says sometimes we

9 can't always totally understand what is written

10 in some of these criminal records, so we want to

11 ask you about that.

12             MR. CARTER:  Sure.

13             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  So there

14 is a DWI offense.  It says that you were arrested

15 July -- I mean, April 23, 2014 and found guilty,

16 it looks like, on August 6th and were given a

17 sentence of 180 days jail, but 176 days were

18 suspended.  Is that right?

19             MR. CARTER:  That's correct.

20             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  So you

21 spent four days in jail for this offense?

22             MR. CARTER:  Technically, yes, that's
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1 correct.  The reason I say technically is the one

2 night spent when I was arrested and one more

3 night I spent and then after that it was -- I was

4 -- I had served my time.

5             So I'm not sure how they break it

6 down.

7             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  Did you

8 spend four nights in jail?

9             MR. CARTER:  I do not believe so, no.

10             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  So can you

11 tell us a little bit about the circumstance of

12 that DWI?

13             MR. CARTER:  Yes.

14             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Because, you

15 know, it's related to alcohol obviously.

16             MR. CARTER:  I understand.  I

17 understand.  I was driving home with my food

18 truck in the afternoon.

19             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Your food truck?

20             MR. CARTER:  Yes.  I used to own a

21 food truck and operate a food truck in Arlington,

22 Virginia.
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1             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.

2             MR. CARTER:  I got into an accident.

3 The police came and determined that I had been

4 drinking, which I had been.  And you know, I

5 turned myself -- obviously, I was arrested and

6 there I was.  It was unfortunate.  Luckily the

7 insurance covered everything.  The car that I did

8 hit with the truck --

9             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  You hit another

10 car?

11             MR. CARTER:  I did hit another car.

12 I clipped it as I was making a turn.  And yes,

13 the insurance covered all of that, but I pretty

14 much lost my business as a result.

15             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Your business?

16 Was it your own business?

17             MR. CARTER:  Yes, it was.

18             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Why did you lose

19 your business?

20             MR. CARTER:  Well, I was unable to put

21 a -- well, I was unable to drive the truck.  I

22 had other employees that tried, but were not able
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1 to drive the truck.  It's a big vehicle and they

2 were a little hesitant.  Some of them they just

3 kind of got scared and so that wasn't really a

4 possibility.  They were okay to drive it, but not

5 to park it.  And as you know, parking a food

6 truck and the parallel parking situation can be

7 kind of tough.

8             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  What were you

9 hurt physically in the accident?

10             MR. CARTER:  No, I was not.  No, I was

11 not.

12             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Oh, you weren't

13 able to drive because your license was suspended?

14             MR. CARTER:  Exactly.

15             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  I see.  Okay.

16             MR. CARTER:  Yes.  So I decided that

17 instead of employing -- I tried employing a

18 couple different people and still things weren't

19 going well with driving the truck around.  And I

20 was unable to go to certain locations where I

21 wasn't making enough revenue to really cover

22 everything and I gave it up.  I gave it up.
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1             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  And do you recall

2 how high your alcohol blood level was?

3             MR. CARTER:  I drove -- I think it was

4 a .201, I believe.

5             MEMBER ALBERTI:  What was the answer?

6             MR. CARTER:  .2.

7             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  .201.

8             MEMBER ALBERTI:  .201.

9             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  And I'm going to

10 turn this over to other Board Members in a

11 minute.

12             MR. CARTER:  Certainly.

13             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  But I want to ask

14 you about the loitering offense.

15             MR. CARTER:  The loitering offense

16 occurred as a result of the food truck.

17 Arlington County had a law that was set up as 60

18 minutes for the serving time, but it also

19 included having to move a truck after 60 minutes.

20 So basically, I had served for one hour during

21 lunch.  While breaking down my truck, I was

22 approached by an officer.  He said move.  I
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1 couldn't move at that moment, because we were

2 still breaking the truck down.

3             I could have, but that would have

4 trashed my truck.  I mean, the inside and all the

5 food would have been everywhere and nothing put

6 away properly.  So as a result, I got a loitering

7 charge.

8             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  So that's

9 different, obviously, from like getting a ticket,

10 a parking ticket.

11             MR. CARTER:  It's different from a

12 parking ticket, because it was, yes, a law set up

13 for it to make the food trucks move.  It's not a

14 parking issue.

15             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  And what

16 does -- and there is one more offense written on

17 this Arlington Police Department record that says

18 refusal.  It says nolle prosequi, but what is

19 refusal?

20             MR. CARTER:  That was during the DUI.

21 I actually refused to blow.

22             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  You didn't



(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com
Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

10

1 take the breathalyzer test?

2             MR. CARTER:  I didn't take a

3 breathalyzer.  So as a result, there is a law in

4 Virginia that says if you refuse to blow, then

5 that's in itself an offense.

6             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Right.

7             MR. CARTER:  So and which I wasn't

8 fully aware of.  But as a result, they took me to

9 the hospital and drew blood.

10             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  And they drew

11 blood instead.  Okay.  All right.  All right.

12 I'm going to let others ask some questions before

13 I ask any more.

14             MR. CARTER:  Sure.

15             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Mr. Short?  Okay.

16             MEMBER SHORT:  Good afternoon.

17             MR. CARTER:  Good afternoon, sir.

18             MEMBER SHORT:  How many times have you

19 been arrested?

20             MR. CARTER:  Just the one, I believe.

21 I think I --

22             MEMBER SHORT:  You said a DUI.  Then
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1 being the loitering with your food truck.  So

2 that is --

3             MR. CARTER:  The loitering wasn't an

4 arrest.  It was a citation that was given to me,

5 so I wasn't placed in handcuffs or anything.

6             MEMBER SHORT:  Okay.

7             MR. CARTER:  Or taken into custody.

8             MEMBER SHORT:  How many times have you

9 run afoul of the law where you have been cited?

10 Speeding tickets?

11             MR. CARTER:  I have had --

12             MEMBER SHORT:  Red light tickets.

13             MR. CARTER:  -- I would say under a

14 half dozen, but that would include HOV violations

15 and things of that nature.

16             MEMBER SHORT:  How old are you?

17             MR. CARTER:  I'm 35.

18             MEMBER SHORT:  35.  You were driving

19 with your truck and you had an accident?

20             MR. CARTER:  That's correct.

21             MEMBER SHORT:  How bad?  Was anyone

22 injured?
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1             MR. CARTER:  No one was injured, no.

2             MEMBER SHORT:  How long was your

3 license suspended?

4             MR. CARTER:  For one year.  It still

5 is under suspension technically.  I have got a

6 work permit, I guess you can call it that.

7             MEMBER SHORT:  I have to be very

8 honest with you.

9             MR. CARTER:  Sure.

10             MEMBER SHORT:  I worked in the city

11 Fire Department for 33 years.  I saw some very,

12 very unfortunate incidents.  One in particular

13 when a little baby's head went through a

14 windshield because a drunk driver hit the mother

15 head-on.  He got out of the car and refused to

16 take the breathalyzer and was belligerent with

17 the police.

18             I'm just saying do you realize how

19 serious that was?

20             MR. CARTER:  I do.  I do.  Not only as

21 a result that I pretty much gave up my business,

22 but I have been sober since that day.
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1             MEMBER SHORT:  You have family, too,

2 right?

3             MR. CARTER:  I do, sir.

4             MEMBER SHORT:  Suppose a drunk driver

5 would have hit your family head-on.

6             MR. CARTER:  I would have been -- I

7 would be devastated.  I mean, it would ruin my

8 life, of course.  And I realize how fortunate the

9 circumstances with my accident were, you know,

10 considering.

11             MEMBER SHORT:  If there is a fortunate

12 side.

13             MR. CARTER:  Well, I mean, no one was

14 injured most importantly.

15             MEMBER SHORT:  Luckily.

16             MR. CARTER:  Luckily, but most

17 importantly, so I mean, I -- and like I mentioned

18 before, like I have not had anything to drink

19 since that day.  I realize that it has --

20             MEMBER SHORT:  Have you had any more

21 trouble with the law since that time?  How long

22 ago has that been?
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1             MR. CARTER:  It was the 24th of April

2 2014.

3             MEMBER SHORT:  Just last year.

4             MR. CARTER:  So that was the date of

5 my accident.  Actually the 23rd.  The 24th I exited

6 from the facility and I have been sober since.

7             MEMBER SHORT:  I have no more

8 questions.

9             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  Others?

10 Mr. Alberti?

11             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Mr. Carter, I want to

12 go back to the day of your DWI arrest.  So what

13 time of day was this?

14             MR. CARTER:  I believe it was about

15 5:00, 6:00 in the afternoon.

16             MEMBER ALBERTI:  And you said your

17 blood alcohol level was .2?

18             MR. CARTER:  That's correct.

19             MEMBER ALBERTI:  If I'm correct, .08

20 is the limit, right?

21             MR. CARTER:  That is correct.

22             MEMBER ALBERTI:  So .2, I mean, my
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1 point is that .2 is pretty high.

2             MR. CARTER:  It's well over.  Well

3 over, yes.

4             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Yes.  All right.  So

5 you know where I'm going with this.  So what were

6 you doing that day?  I mean, this is pretty early

7 in the day to be -- and you're working, right?

8 You're working your food truck, right?

9             MR. CARTER:  Well, actually, my

10 employees -- at about 1:30 that afternoon, my

11 employees were -- took over the truck.

12             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay.

13             MR. CARTER:  So I was -- I left the

14 truck.

15             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay.

16             MR. CARTER:  I was at a bar.  I had

17 been drinking.  I get home.  The people with my

18 truck were saying they were having trouble with

19 the truck.  And it was really close to my house

20 where this incident happened.

21             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay.

22             MR. CARTER:  And so they were having
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1 trouble with the truck.  I start it up.  I go --

2 I hit a car.  That car runs into another car.

3             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay.  That --

4             MR. CARTER:  Yes.

5             MEMBER ALBERTI:  -- fine.  All right.

6 That's fine.  I don't want to know the details of

7 the accident.  I want to stay before that.

8             MR. CARTER:  Yes.

9             MEMBER ALBERTI:  All right.  So what

10 day of the week was this?

11             MR. CARTER:  I believe it was either

12 a -- it was -- I don't -- I can't --

13             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Was it a weekday?

14             MR. CARTER:  It was a weekday, yes.

15             MEMBER ALBERTI:  And you are sitting

16 in a bar getting drunk in the afternoon.  Did you

17 have a problem with alcohol at that time?

18             MR. CARTER:  I did, obviously, if I

19 was drinking to a .2, I definitely admit to

20 having a problem.

21             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay.  Okay.

22             MR. CARTER:  Oh, yes.
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1             MEMBER ALBERTI:  So you recognize

2 that?

3             MR. CARTER:  Oh, yes, sir.  Yes, sir.

4             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay.  So as a result

5 of this conviction, what were you ordered to do

6 besides your license was suspended.  You were

7 given a suspended jail sentence.  What else?

8 What else happened?

9             MR. CARTER:  Well, as a result, I had

10 to take ASAP classes.

11             MEMBER ALBERTI:  What are ASAP

12 classes?

13             MR. CARTER:  Alcohol Awareness classes

14 in Virginia.

15             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay.

16             MR. CARTER:  I wasn't ordered to AA

17 meetings or anything like that, but I took it

18 upon -- I kind of recognized in that -- during

19 those meetings or those classes I was taking that

20 I had a problem, that I needed some therapy, so I

21 have been seeing a therapist since.  Aside from

22 that --
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1             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay.  So how many

2 classes -- how long did those classes go on for?

3             MR. CARTER:  Those are two months of

4 classes once a week.

5             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay.  And you said

6 you have thought -- sought professional therapy?

7             MR. CARTER:  Yes.

8             MEMBER ALBERTI:  As a result of your

9 drinking problems?

10             MR. CARTER:  Yes.  Yes.  I was --

11             MEMBER ALBERTI:  I mean, it may be a

12 manifestation of something else, but that's what

13 prompted it?

14             MR. CARTER:  Well, yes.

15             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Right?

16             MR. CARTER:  Exactly.

17             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay.  What do you

18 think you have learned through this, through all

19 of this?

20             MR. CARTER:  I've learned a lot.

21 Definitely learned about responsibility.

22             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Pardon?
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1             MR. CARTER:  Responsibility, personal

2 responsibility and about, you know, how, I mean,

3 I jeopardized people's lives by driving that

4 truck that day under the influence.  I have also

5 learned that I lost a lot of, you know, faith

6 from my wife.

7             Unfortunately, I lost my business.

8 And you know all over making one terrible,

9 terrible mistake.  And I have definitely learned

10 a lot.  I have learned what it is like to be

11 sober again, which is great.  And you know, I'm

12 feeling good and even working in a restaurant

13 situations, I still feel comfortable.

14             But mostly I realize like how in one

15 instant I can take all my -- everything away from

16 myself.

17             MEMBER ALBERTI:  So what are you doing

18 to guarantee that you maintain your sobriety?

19             MR. CARTER:  I mentioned the therapy

20 before.  I continue to see my therapist.  That is

21 the main thing.  I see her once a week, every

22 Monday.
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1             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay.  And where are

2 you working or where would you like -- I mean,

3 are you working now?

4             MR. CARTER:  I work in a limited

5 capacity right now at the Black Rooster Pub.

6             MEMBER ALBERTI:  The Black Rooster

7 Pub.  Is that where you can --

8             MR. CARTER:  That's where I am --

9             MEMBER ALBERTI:  You are intending to

10 continue working there as a manager?

11             MR. CARTER:  Yes.  Yes.  I haven't

12 been able to get a full schedule there because I

13 haven't been able to take the solo shifts.

14             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Right, because --

15             MR. CARTER:  So --

16             MEMBER ALBERTI:  -- you don't have

17 your ABC Manager's --

18             MR. CARTER:  Yes.

19             MEMBER ALBERTI:  I got it.  Do you

20 find it difficult to be in that setting?

21             MR. CARTER:  At first it was.

22             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Given your, you know,
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1 past history with alcohol.

2             MR. CARTER:  Luckily I previously

3 worked around the corner over at Smith &

4 Wollensky's.  And while working there, I became

5 good friends with Jody Taylor and his son, Jake

6 Taylor, the owners of that place.

7             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Yes.

8             MR. CARTER:  Of the Black Rooster.

9 And they are providing a pretty comfortable

10 situation for me.  I don't feel pressured or

11 anything like that to drink.  At first, it was a

12 little different, but ever since it has been

13 pretty good.

14             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Do they know of your

15 conviction?

16             MR. CARTER:  Yes, they do.

17             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay.  And you said

18 you are married?

19             MR. CARTER:  Yes, I am.

20             MEMBER ALBERTI:  All right.  Do you

21 have any children?

22             MR. CARTER:  No.  No, sir.
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1             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay.  Okay.  I have

2 no further questions.  Thank you.

3             MR. CARTER:  Thank you.

4             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Mr. Silverstein?

5             MEMBER SILVERSTEIN:  Thank you, Mr.

6 Carter.  Help me out. Where did this incident

7 occur?

8             MR. CARTER:  The corner of Carlin

9 Springs and 8th Road South in Arlington, Virginia.

10             MEMBER SILVERSTEIN:  Say again?

11             MR. CARTER:  South Arlington,

12 Virginia, 8th Road South and Carlin Springs Road.

13             MEMBER SILVERSTEIN:  Tell me about

14 that neighborhood.

15             MR. CARTER:  I think it's called --

16 the neighborhood itself is called Columbia

17 Heights West.

18             MEMBER SILVERSTEIN:  Residential?

19             MR. CARTER:  Residential neighborhood.

20 That is right.

21             MEMBER SILVERSTEIN:  Seniors, kids?

22             MR. CARTER:  It's a working class
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1 neighborhood, multi-cultural neighborhood.

2             MEMBER SILVERSTEIN:  And what time of

3 day was this?

4             MR. CARTER:  In the afternoon about

5 5:00.

6             MEMBER SILVERSTEIN:  So the very start

7 of rush hour.  Kids coming home.  What could have

8 happened?

9             MR. CARTER:  I can only think of the

10 most terrible things.  You know, I could have

11 taken someone's life.  They could have been

12 crossing the road.  There is terrible things that

13 could have happened.

14             MEMBER SILVERSTEIN:  That's my

15 thought.  I mean all of us up here have known

16 lives cut short or bodies crippled because of bad

17 decisions that other people made.  And why -- you

18 know, was there something missing in your life?

19 Something that you would be out getting plowed at

20 two and a half times the legal BAC in the middle

21 of the afternoon?  Maybe this is getting a little

22 too personal, but I think --



(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com
Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

24

1             MR. CARTER:  No, I mean --

2             MEMBER SILVERSTEIN:  -- it's the best

3 way to go.

4             MR. CARTER:  -- I'm happy to get

5 personal about it if you really would like me to.

6             MEMBER SILVERSTEIN:  Sure.

7             MR. CARTER:  I will gladly go into

8 that.  I grew up in D.C.

9             MEMBER SILVERSTEIN:  You grew up?

10             MR. CARTER:  I grew up in D.C.

11             MEMBER SILVERSTEIN:  Yes.  Move the

12 microphone a little closer to you, so I can hear

13 you.  Thank you.

14             MR. CARTER:  I grew up in Washington,

15 D.C., 3227 Casada Street, N.W.

16             MEMBER SHORT:  Which street?

17             MR. CARTER:  Casada Street.  I

18 attended Wilson High School.  I actually dropped

19 out and took my GED when I was 16 years-old.  My

20 parents split when I was about 13.  Not too long

21 after that, about 15 years-old, I had a memory of

22 something that happened to me when I was a kid
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1 and down the street from where I grew up, I was

2 molested.

3             And you know, that's something that I

4 have dealt with all my life, but never sought

5 help for.  It took me a long time to get -- you

6 know, really deal with therapy-wise.  And which

7 is one of the reasons why I'm seeing my therapist

8 now.  That is primarily the reason why.

9             And yes, that's all.  So that's

10 something missing in my life, I guess, was me

11 never dealing with that problem.  And now it's

12 funny, I did not think this would come up today.

13 I'm sorry I'm crying.

14             MEMBER SILVERSTEIN:  It's okay.

15             MR. CARTER:  My apologies.  But yes,

16 that is something that -- that's why.  You know,

17 I start using alcohol and smoking weed when I

18 was, you know, in high school, junior high school

19 to Deal, you know, and I have pushed these

20 feelings down, you know, a long -- for long

21 periods of time.  And somehow, you know, I'm,

22 obviously, I'm lucky that, you know, nothing like
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1 this has ever happened before with driving, you

2 know.

3             They say that if you have driven --

4 you got caught drunk driving once, you know, you

5 have probably driven drunk many times before.  I

6 won't lie and say that I haven't.  But I guess

7 things got out of control and, you know, I just

8 never dealt with my past.  And it has kind of

9 forced me to.

10             MEMBER SILVERSTEIN:  Don't feel any

11 guilt and don't hate yourself for what someone

12 did to you when you were helpless.  You are fine.

13 You are okay.  Thank you for your honesty.  And I

14 hope that this session will help you to

15 understand that just because you may have been on

16 the wrong of victimization doesn't mean that

17 there is anything wrong with you or that there is

18 any reason for you to hate yourself or that there

19 is any reason for you to feel pity.  You can move

20 on.  You'll be fine.

21             MR. CARTER:  Thank you.

22             MEMBER SILVERSTEIN:  Thank you, sir.
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1             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Others?  Yes, Mr.

2 Rodriguez?

3             MEMBER RODRIGUEZ:  Hey, Mr. Carter,

4 I'm glad you are here.  I'm glad to meet you.

5 And we all have challenges.

6             MR. CARTER:  Yes.

7             MEMBER RODRIGUEZ:  There is no one up

8 here on this Board sitting to my left or right

9 that hasn't had challenges in their lives.

10             MR. CARTER:  You're right.

11             MEMBER RODRIGUEZ:  And so it's, you

12 know, not what life does to you, it's what you do

13 with it.  And I see here a young man who wants to

14 do something with his life.  And you are working.

15 You are married.  And so there is a point that,

16 you know, we move forward.

17             I'm interested in your success as a

18 manager of liquor.  You know, liquor is a

19 dangerous substance, that's why we are all here,

20 right?  That's why you were there, too, because,

21 you know, it took advantage of you or you took

22 advantage of it.  It looks like it took advantage
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1 of you.

2             You are going to be serving a lot of

3 people.  There is people that come in there with

4 a lot of challenges.  And they probably will use

5 liquor in a bad way, so you have to be able to

6 make judgment.  Now, you have experience now to

7 know where the cutting edge is.

8             MR. CARTER:  Yes, sir.

9             MEMBER RODRIGUEZ:  And so this

10 unfortunate situation is going to help you now to

11 understand why it's so important for you to

12 manage that license properly.

13             I feel that, you know, you were very

14 lucky.  You were -- now, were you given -- were

15 you in jail 180 days?

16             MR. CARTER:  No.  No, sir.

17             MEMBER RODRIGUEZ:  Because on my

18 record it says 180 days sentenced to jail.  What

19 happened?

20             MR. CARTER:  176 days were suspended.

21 I made --

22             MEMBER RODRIGUEZ:  Suspended.
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1             MR. CARTER:  -- a plea with the State

2 of Virginia.  I admitted guilt to the DUI in

3 exchange, you know --

4             MEMBER RODRIGUEZ:  Right.

5             MR. CARTER:  -- how that works.

6             MEMBER RODRIGUEZ:  Right.  That is a

7 very fortunate thing.

8             MR. CARTER:  Yes, it is.

9             MEMBER RODRIGUEZ:  And another

10 fortunate thing like I think Member Short that,

11 you know, you did not -- nobody was killed in the

12 situation.  You know how much spared, you were

13 really spared, that nothing more than that

14 happened.  And so, you know, look up.  I'm going

15 to give you a chance personally.  But I'm

16 counting on you to give yourself a chance.

17             And this is a great job opportunity.

18 And you know, I think that the Board wants you to

19 be successful, but wants you to understand, you

20 know, this is a very serious responsibility and I

21 think you have indicated, by your testimony, that

22 you agree with us.
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1             MR. CARTER:  I do.

2             MEMBER RODRIGUEZ:  So you know, step

3 up and go forward.

4             MR. CARTER:  Thank you.  Thank you

5 very much.

6             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Others?  I want

7 to step back a little bit and ask you since

8 alcohol has been a problem in your life somewhat,

9 I mean, it got you in that dangerous situation,

10 right?  So why is it that you -- and you want to

11 stay sober, from what I hear.

12             MR. CARTER:  Yes.

13             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  So why do you

14 want to be in a job that deals so much with

15 alcohol?

16             MR. CARTER:  Well, obviously, the

17 money.  It's a well-paying job.  You know, I'm

18 lucky to work with people who I trust and have

19 known for a long time, Jake and Jody Taylor.  I

20 believe in that institution.  I know it has been

21 there for a long time.  And I know I can be, you

22 know, a big help to them.
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1             I have worked in restaurants most of

2 my life, you know, and this has happened to come

3 up at the right time.

4             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Yes.

5             MR. CARTER:  Right as, you know,

6 everything that happened and they were looking

7 out for me, and, you know, I want to be able to

8 help them.  I want to be able to make money.  If

9 I was not going to be working there, I would

10 probably be waiting tables, serving alcohol in

11 that capacity.  I mean somewhere in the

12 restaurant industry where alcohol is involved.

13             Like I said, I grew up in the -- my

14 father was like the general manager of The Prime

15 Rib for like 20 years, so I know the District.

16             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  You know that

17 industry.

18             MR. CARTER:  I know the industry

19 pretty well.

20             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Have you worked

21 at any others?  Oh, you worked in the food truck

22 business.
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1             MR. CARTER:  Yes.  Well, yes, but

2 previously, I mean, I worked for Smith &

3 Wollensky's.

4             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Yes.

5             MR. CARTER:  For a long time I worked

6 for Clyde's Restaurant Group for a long time.

7             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  But when you

8 worked for those places, did you drink?

9             MR. CARTER:  I did.

10             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  You did?

11             MR. CARTER:  Yes.

12             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Right.  Okay.  So

13 now you are committed to not drinking.  Is it a

14 temptation to be around alcohol and not -- and

15 stay sober?

16             MR. CARTER:  At first it was strange.

17 I wasn't tempted, but I did feel out of place.

18 But I have become more comfortable with it and,

19 as I mentioned before, like Jody and Jake Taylor

20 they know the situation.

21             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.

22             MR. CARTER:  They are aware that I am



(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com
Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

33

1 sober.  They are aware of, you know, what

2 happened.  They are, you know, making it a

3 comfortable situation.

4             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  And in the

5 past, I mean, did you go through long periods of

6 time where you were an alcoholic and then other

7 periods of time where you were sober?

8             MR. CARTER:  Sometimes.  I mean, I

9 think -- I mean, I'll be honest with you.

10 Looking back, the minute I touched alcohol, I was

11 an alcoholic.

12             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.

13             MR. CARTER:  That's the way I was.

14 Were there times that I would go dry and like not

15 drink for a while?  Yes.  But, you know, I would

16 always come back.  And that's one of the reasons

17 why I sought out therapy was because, you know, I

18 had a hard time staying sober.

19             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Right.

20             MR. CARTER:  And I didn't know why.

21 And you know, going through that ASAP class, some

22 things were brought up about toxic -- a toxic
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1 chain and it really struck a nerve and I kind of

2 figured out that I needed help.

3             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  And when you say

4 that you stopped drinking the day of the

5 accident, was it because that was such a -- that

6 was bottom?  That was such a terrible thing that

7 that made you stop or that made you get help?

8             MR. CARTER:  Yes.  No, I realized that

9 I had -- I mean, I just poured four years of my

10 life into opening up my own food truck and spent

11 a lot of money doing this.  And I knew that was

12 all probably gone and I knew if I didn't stop

13 then, I would never, you know, stop.

14             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  And you

15 don't go to AA, but you go to a therapist?

16             MR. CARTER:  That's correct.

17             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  Okay.  All

18 right.  I don't have any other questions.

19 Anybody else have questions?  Anything else you

20 want to say?

21             MR. CARTER:  No, but thank you for the

22 opportunity to come up here and explain
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1 everything.

2             MEMBER RODRIGUEZ:  Don't let us down.

3             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  So let me

4 just --

5             MEMBER SILVERSTEIN:  Are we going to

6 vote on this?

7             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Let me just see

8 if my Board Members want to vote on this, at this

9 point.  Okay.

10             MEMBER SILVERSTEIN:  Yes, Madam Chair.

11             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Yes, okay.

12             MEMBER ALBERTI:  I passed a note down.

13             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.

14             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Did anyone pass that

15 note down?  You have my vote on that.

16             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  All right.

17 Then I think that it's the consensus of the Board

18 here and we will take a vote is that based on

19 your testimony today, that I would move to give

20 you a chance and reverse our -- oh, we didn't do

21 a -- we didn't make a decision, and to grant your

22 application.
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1             Do I have a second?

2             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Second.

3             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Mr. Alberti

4 seconded the motion.

5             All those in favor say aye.

6             ALL:  Aye.

7             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  All those

8 opposed?  All those abstaining?  Okay.  The

9 motion passes 6-0-0.

10             MEMBER SILVERSTEIN:  We are signing

11 the application, so stick around.

12             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Yes.

13             MR. CARTER:  Thank you very much.

14             MEMBER SILVERSTEIN:  Mr. Carter, thank

15 you for your honesty.

16             MR. CARTER:  Thank you.

17             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  Okay.  So

18 I think this completes this hearing.  All right.

19 Thank you very much.

20             Our next hearing is at 3:30 p.m.  So

21 best of luck, Mr. Carter.  Best of luck.

22             MR. CARTER:  Thank you very much.
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1             MEMBER RODRIGUEZ:  Good luck, sir.

2             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  And she has your

3 application.

4             MEMBER SHORT:  Good luck.

5             MR. CARTER:  Thank you all.

6             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  All right.

7             (Whereupon, the Fact-Finding Hearing

8 in the above-entitled matter was concluded at

9 3:16 p.m.)
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