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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
+ + + + +

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL BOARD
+ + + + +

MEET ING

IN THE MATTER OF:

Temporary License Application:
Date of Event: June 1, 2013 : Fact-
Applicant: Nancy Y. Miyahira,: Finding
on Behalf of Georgetown > Hearing
Business Improvement :
District :
Neighborhood: 1000 Wisconsin :
Ave., NW, (Between M and K
Streets)

May 29, 2013

The Alcoholic Beverage Control
Board met in the Alcoholic Beverage Control
Hearing Room, Reeves Building, 2000 14th
Street, N.W., Suite 400S, Washington, D.C.
20009, Chairperson Ruthanne Miller,

presiding.

PRESENT :

RUTHANNE MILLER, Chairperson
NICK ALBERTI, Member

DONALD BROOKS, Member
MIKE SILVERSTEIN, Member

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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P-R-O-C-E-E-D-1-N-G-S
(10:09 a.m.)

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay. We
have another Fact-Finding Hearing on this
morning®"s calendar. It"s a temporary license
application. The applicant i1s Nancy Miyahira
on behalf of Georgetown BID. The date of the
event 1s June 1, 2013. And the neighborhood
Is 1000 Wisconsin Avenue, N.W., between M and
K Streets.

MS. MIYAHIRA: Good morning.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Good morning.
Would you introduce yourselves for the record
when you have had a chance --

MS. MIYAHIRA: Yes, good morning--

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: -- to sign-

MS. MIYAHIRA: -- 1"m Nancy
Miyahira with the Georgetown Business
Improvement District and we host the Taste of
Georgetown.

MR. CHERNER: And Michael Cherner.

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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I help with the beverage pavilion for the last
four years. Good morning.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Good morning.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Morning. 1I™m
sorry, did you say Michael what?

MR. CHERNER: Yes, Cherner.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Could you
spell your last name?

MR. CHERNER: Yes, C-H-E-R-N-E-R.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay. And
what 1Is your position?

MR. CHERNER: I"m with the
restaurants in Georgetown. | help run the
beverage pavilion for the last four years.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Oh, okay.

MR. CHERNER: So 1"m on-hand to
help with that.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Great. Okay.

MS. MIYAHIRA: We also have one
other --

MR. WIEBENSON: John Wiebenson,

the Georgetown BID operations.

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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CHAIRPERSON MILLER: And can you

spell your last name?

MR. WIEBENSON: Yes, W-1-E-B-E-N-
S-0-N.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay. And
also would the Investigator identify himself?

INVESTIGATOR APRAKU: I™m
Investigator Kofi Apraku. The last name is A-
P-R-A-K-U.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay. Great.
All right. This 1s the fifth year or the
fourth year?

MS. MIYAHIRA: Our 20th year.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: 20th year.
Okay. 20th year. Has i1t changed over the
years?

MS. MIYAHIRA: It actually was
started by Grace Episcopal Church.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Right.

MS. MIYAHIRA: Actually, Robert
Egert was one of the founders. He i1s at the

church. And the BID got involved in 2004. So

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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It started on the lawn of Grace Church and
since then has moved iInto a larger event onto
Wisconsin Avenue.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: And i1t"s run
by the BID. Is that right?

MS. MIYAHIRA: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay. And
where i1s 1t based at?

MS. MIYAHIRA: 1It"s on Wisconsin
Avenue. It"s just south of Blues Alley down
to K Street.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay. Do you

want to give us an overview? That would be

great.
MS. MIYAHIRA: Sure.
MR. CHERNER: Sure.
CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Thanks.
Okay -

MR. CHERNER: So over the past few
years we sort of changed the way the beverage
pavilion worked.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay -

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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MR. CHERNER: When 1 first came on

board, we switched from having like a
wristband where i1t was at the entrance to the
pavilion with tastings of everything that was
available and we switched i1t to individual
ticket sales.

One reason was to add more value
to the charitable contribution and also to
control the amount of consumption as well. So
we do 1t as an option of where you can either
buy individual tickets for $4 per taste or
three tickets for $10 and three tickets would
be an equivalent of one drink.

So 1t"s three 4 ounce tastes of
beer or 3 once tastes of wine. So you are
only purchasing one drink at a time, but it
could be 1n multiple pieces.

We have moved i1t over the years.
Originally, 1t was on the Verizon parking lot,
which 1s now under construction for a new
condo development. And then we moved across

to the Eagle Bank lot. And as the event has

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
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grown, we wanted to make i1t so that the main
part of the event was the food and the
charity, so we moved the beverage pavilion
down further on Wisconsin Avenue, down next to
the Ritz Carlton condo buildings. So down by
like where Georgetown Bank i1s, down there on
Wisconsin Avenue.

With that, we have added -- with
the new blow-up that we just handed up to you,
we are doing full fencing for the beverage
pavilion, so the alcohol is all iIn that
enclosed area. It i1s also down by where two
of the police cars are stationed to help close
traffic. And we also have a full-time police
officer at the front gate with our ID checkers
as well.

We have about 14 different
products that will be on-hand that day in the
seven booths that are there and then we also
have standing area for the guests and we do
wristbands for everyone and the cups from the

pavilion are just a little 4 ounce tasting

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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cup, so there i1s no larger bodies there, as
well.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: So the Taste
of Georgetown is food, too.

MS. MIYAHIRA: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: But you are
just talking about the taste of the wine and
the beer right now for --

MR. CHERNER: Correct.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay. But
there i1s tastes of all --

MS. MIYAHIRA: Yes. There i1s 27
restaurants.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay. And
the traffic is closed off --

MR. CHERNER: Um-hum.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: -- between --

MS. MIYAHIRA: Blues Alley and K
Street on Wisconsin Avenue.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay. For
what hours?

MS. MIYAHIRA: The road closure

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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starts at midnight, sort of Friday into
Saturday morning and then reopens on Saturday
evening by 8:00 p.m.

MR. CHERNER: So the license is
just from 11:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: 11:00 a.m. to
5:00 p.m. 1s when what is open?

MR. CHERNER: The beverage
pavilion.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: The beverage,
okay. How about the food?

MR. CHERNER: The food is 11:00 to
4:00. What we found is that over the last two
years, the first year we had that extra hour
and we closed down at 4:00, we were done
selling tickets, but to let them finish their
drink and throw away the trash.

Whereas last year, we had done it
only until 4:00 p.m. and the ABRA
Investigators were a little upset at 3:30 that
we hadn"t started taking cups out of people”s

hands. So we wanted i1t to last until the end

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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of the food event. So that"s why we have that

extra hour for the beverage pavilion for
clean-up and to get the people that volunteer,
we want them to have a couple of tastes at the
very end once they are cleaning up, so that we
are not in violation of ending by the time of
the permit.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: And do you
serve other beverages besides alcoholic
beverages?

MR. CHERNER: Yes, we have waters
and sodas and lemonades from Whole Foods this
year. And those are available for sale
outside of the beverage area, but we always
have water on-hand in case there is ever an
iIssue with people that are having too much to
drink and they can go back and forth with
their food as well.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: So the non-
alcoholic beverages, they are sold outside of
the beverage area with the other food? Is

that 1t?

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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MR. CHERNER: Correct.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay. All
right. Except for water? You also have that
in the -- your area?

MR. CHERNER: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay. And 1s
there entertainment?

MR. CHERNER: Um-hum.

MS. MIYAHIRA: Yes, we have got
three bands that will be playing on our main
music stage, on the lawn of Grace Church and
we have got face painting and balloon
sculptures for Kkids.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Great. And
how are you doing ID checks? Are you doing ID
checks?

MR. CHERNER: We are.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Yes. Okay.

MR. CHERNER: 1It"s 100 percent
wristband and you have to be over 21 to come
into the beverage pavilion with ID. And so

there 1s only one color wristband, because

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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everybody i1s over 21 that is allowed iIn that
area.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay. And
who 1s doing 1t?

MR. CHERNER: We hired two people
that are TIPS-certified that were both doing
ID checks when I was running the event in the
Old Georgetown, so i1t"s two of our old TIPS-
certified with the ID check with the books.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay. Did Ri
Ra go somewhere else or they just closed?

MR. CHERNER: They closed. There
was actually a reroute going into that
buirlding.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: A what?

MR. CHERNER: A reroute.

MS. MIYAHIRA: The Irish Pub.

MR. CHERNER: The Irish Pub.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Oh, okay.
Okay. So and your security, | see you have --
I think I saw that you had 12 police officers.

MR. CHERNER: There are 18 hired

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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for the course of the road closure.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay.

MR. CHERNER: And 12 are during
the main part of the actual festival. Others
are before and after the festival for setup
and breakdown for the street closures.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay. All
right. Other questions?

MEMBER ALBERTI: Yes, a few
questions.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Yes, um-hum.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Now, do you have
volunteers roaming inside of this, within that
area?

MR. CHERNER: Yes, we do have 16
volunteers, eight in two different shifts.
And we typically go through a training process
of how they fill the 4 ounce cups and then be
exchanged with the one cup for one ticket.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Oh, okay. But
you have people roaming, other than serving?

MR. CHERNER: Yes, we have people

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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cleaning up trash and keeping an eye on the
guests and things of that nature.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Okay. So there
are, okay.

MR. CHERNER: Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: And the people
doing ID checking, how are they trained?

MR. CHERNER: They were TIPS-
certified. They are people from my own staff
when I was at Mien Yu.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Okay. Great.
Thank you.

MR. CHERNER: Sure.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: You said one
cup, one ticket? One ticket, one cup?

MR. CHERNER: Correct.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Are there
refills or how --

MR. CHERNER: Well, you can buy
multiple tickets, but i1t"s a set of three is
the $10 where there will be three tickets.

You get three tastes for the $10, which is

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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equivalent to one drink.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Oh, okay.
Three small amounts equal one drink,
basically? Is that 1t?

MR. CHERNER: Correct.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay. And
did you have any problems last year?

MR. CHERNER: We did not.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay. Have
you had any problems within the last few
years?

MR. CHERNER: There was one
problem, but I think 1t was like six years
ago. That was sort of when I came in to help
with the beverage pavilion.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay. What
kind of problem was 1t?

MR. CHERNER: One of the
restaurant was serving drinks at their food
booth that wasn"t part of the beverage
pavilion, so that"s when we stopped when

people served beverages at the booths in

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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general .

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay.
Alcoholic beverages?

MR. CHERNER: Correct.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Yes.

MR. CHERNER: People were serving
non-alcohol beverages and one was serving like
a punch that had alcohol in 1t. So now 1t 1Is
only food tasting outside and then all the
beverages are inside the pavilion.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay. Great.
All right. And do you have any gquestions?

INVESTIGATOR APRAKU: 1 have maybe
one or two.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay.

INVESTIGATOR APRAKU: Once the --
you are aware that at 5:00 that ends sales,
service and consumption, correct?

MR. CHERNER: Correct.

MS. MIYAHIRA: Correct.

INVESTIGATOR APRAKU: Okay. And

who 1s going to be in charge of making sure

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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MR. CHERNER:
the entire time.
INVESTIGATOR
on-hand?
MR. CHERNER:
INVESTIGATOR
do you have a picture or
wristbands that you guys

using?

MS. MIYAHIRA:

INVESTIGATOR

us one?

MS. MIYAHIRA:

right now. Yes.

INVESTIGATOR

like what"s the, | guess,

wristband? 1Is 1t like a

plastic?

MS. MIYAHIRA:

Page 17

consumed after 5:007?

111 be on-hand for

APRAKU: You"ll be

Um-hum.

APRAKU: Okay. And

a sample of the

are going to be

We can get you one.

APRAKU: You can get

I don"t have them

APRAKU: Okay. And

nature of the

paper one or 1iIs it

I believe 1t iIs

plastic ones that we have done. What did we

do last year?

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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MR. CHERNER: 1 know that some

years i1t was the paper, like the sticky.

INVESTIGATOR APRAKU: Yes.

MR. CHERNER: And that sometimes
we have gotten the plastic. [I"m not sure what
iIs ordered. | know they have already ordered
it

MS. MIYAHIRA: We have ordered it.

MR. CHERNER: And we can get you
that sample.

INVESTIGATOR APRAKU: Okay.

MR. CHERNER: But they are not
removable or transferrable.

INVESTIGATOR APRAKU: Okay. |
guess the reason why 1 was asking i1s because
sometimes once they put the paper ones on,
sometimes people can wriggle them off --

MS. MIYAHIRA: Okay.

INVESTIGATOR APRAKU: -- and then
give i1t to somebody else to wriggle onto their
arms.

MS. MIYAHIRA: 1 see.

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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INVESTIGATOR APRAKU: So I just

want to make sure that in addition to, you
know, what kind of wristband i1t 1s, also you
kind of -- you guys make sure that security
know to make sure they are tight, so that they
can"t just wriggle them off.

MS. MIYAHIRA: Okay.

INVESTIGATOR APRAKU: They have to
break them. And when you were talking about
the -- where the -- the Kraft Beer Pavilion,
that"s the only place where alcohol i1s being
served, correct?

MS. MIYAHIRA: Correct.

MR. CHERNER: Correct.

INVESTIGATOR APRAKU: Okay. So
there 1s no alcohol next to the Eagle Bank
lot?

MS. MIYAHIRA: Correct.

MR. CHERNER: Not now.

INVESTIGATOR APRAKU: That has
changed, right?

MS. MIYAHIRA: It has changed,

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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yes.

MR. CHERNER: Yes.

INVESTIGATOR APRAKU: Okay. Okay.

MS. MIYAHIRA: There will be
restaurants this year.

INVESTIGATOR APRAKU: Okay. | was
confused for a minute. Okay. And then how
many security staff do you guys have?

MR. CHERNER: We have the -- 1
mean, we have the two people from -- that
normally do security. They are going to be at
the front gate with --

INVESTIGATOR APRAKU: Okay.

MR. CHERNER: -- a police officer
where they do the ID check.

INVESTIGATOR APRAKU: Okay.

MR. CHERNER: And then we also
have the 12 roaming police at the event.

INVESTIGATOR APRAKU: Okay.

That"s 1t for me.
CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay. Great.

INVESTIGATOR APRAKU: Thank you.

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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CHAIRPERSON MILLER: 1 just wanted

to ask, I"m looking at your driagram and you
have tall tables for guests. Can people bring
food i1into your -- the beverage area?

MR. CHERNER: Um-hum

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay. So
they can bring. You just can®"t bring the
beverages to the food. You can bring the food
to the beverages.

MR. CHERNER: Correct.

MS. MIYAHIRA: Right. You can"t

do that.
CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay. Good.
MR. CHERNER: Right.
CHAIRPERSON MILLER: All right.
Any other questions? Okay. It sounds like

you know what you are doing, so that"s good.
Okay -

Then I"m going to move to approve
this temporary license application.

Do 1 have a second?

MEMBER SILVERSTEIN: Second.

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Mr.
Silverstein has seconded the motion.

All those 1In favor say aye.

ALL: Aye.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: AIll those
opposed? All those abstaining? The motion
passes 4-0-0.

Okay. I hope you get good
weather.

MS. MIYAHIRA: Thank you.

(Whereupon, the Fact-Finding
Hearing in the above-entitled matter was

concluded at 10:22 a.m.)

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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