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      DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
            + + + + +
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL BOARD
            + + + + +
             MEETING

    IN THE MATTER OF:              

    Temporary License Application  
    Event: Capital Pride            Fact-
    Date of Event: June 8, 2014     Finding
    Applicant: Jason O. Watson      Hearing
    Neighborhood: Constitution     
     Avenue & Pennsylvania Ave.,   
     Between 3rd & 4th, Between    
     Pennsylvania Avenue & 6th     
    Attendees: 100,000             

    Decision: The Board Granted    
    the Application for a          
    Temporary License.             

                      May 28, 2014

                The Alcoholic Beverage Control
    Board met in the Alcoholic Beverage Control
    Hearing Room, Reeves Building, 2000 14th
    Street, N.W., Suite 400S, Washington, D.C.
    20009, Chairperson Ruthanne Miller,
    presiding.

    PRESENT:
    RUTHANNE MILLER, Chairperson
    NICK ALBERTI, Member
    DONALD BROOKS, Member
    MIKE SILVERSTEIN, Member
    HECTOR RODRIGUEZ, Member
    JAMES SHORT, Member

    ALSO PRESENT:
    KOFI APRAKU, ABRA Investigator
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1               P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

2                                      (9:55 a.m.)

3             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  We have a

4 Fact-Finding Hearing next that is scheduled

5 for 9:30.  Are the Capital Pride people here? 

6 Great.

7             Okay.  Good morning.

8             MR. WATSON:  Morning.

9             MR. CORBETT:  Good morning.

10             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Why don't we

11 start with introductions for the record?

12             MR. WATSON:  Hi, I'm Jason Watson. 

13 I am the applicant.

14             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  

15             MR. CORBETT:  And Robert Corbett,

16 the Operations Director for Capital Pride.

17             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Robert,

18 what's your last name?

19             MR. CORBETT:  Corbett.

20             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Corbett? 

21 Okay.  You are the directions what?

22             MR. CORBETT:  Operations Director.
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1             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Operations

2 Director.  

3             INVESTIGATOR APRAKU:  Investigator

4 Kofi Apraku with ABRA.

5             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Good morning.

6             INVESTIGATOR APRAKU:  Good

7 morning.

8             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  Okay. 

9 So I think you are here before us because it's

10 a very large event that you are going to be

11 having.  And I have in my records that you

12 expect about 100,000 in attendance?

13             MR. WATSON:  At the entire event,

14 yes.

15             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Throughout

16 the --

17             MR. WATSON:  Not in the tented off

18 liquor areas that are fenced off.

19             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Right.

20             MR. WATSON:  But just for the

21 entire festival.

22             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  For the
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1 entire festival.  All right.  And you have

2 already gone before the Mayor's Task Force and

3 other --

4             MR. WATSON:  Yes.

5             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Right, that's

6 what I figured.  So basically reviewed your

7 security arrangements and things like that?

8             MR. WATSON:  Correct.

9             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  And you have

10 also appeared before this Board for several

11 years?

12             MR. WATSON:  I have.

13             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  I don't know

14 if you have personally or not.

15             MR. WATSON:  I haven't personally,

16 but I know Pride has itself.  I think I have

17 managed Pride, the liquor tents for six years,

18 but we never had to go before the Board.

19             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Oh, you

20 haven't?

21             MR. WATSON:  Because we have never

22 had any infractions.
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1             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Right.

2             MR. WATSON:  It's all, I think we

3 said, the last five years that I haven't done

4 it and I just took it back on this year, so --

5             MR. CORBETT:  Yeah, Green Lantern

6 is kind of our historization.  In the past, we

7 have been with Nelly's, so the Nelly's staff

8 has actually been here.  I have been here a

9 few times myself.  But yes, really the only

10 change is the Green Lantern is kind of our

11 host organization.

12             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  So why

13 don't you just quickly give us an overview of

14 how you are handling the alcohol and sale to

15 minors issue.

16             MR. WATSON:  Well, inside of the

17 tented-off or fenced-off liquor areas, minors

18 will not be allowed.

19             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  

20             MR. WATSON:  There will be

21 security, ID checks.  We have hired a security

22 firm that will be checking IDs and placing
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1 wristbands on people to enter that area.  So

2 for beer, liquor and wine, you have to be

3 inside of those areas and you must be 21 to

4 enter those.  So basically, no one under 21

5 will be allowed in there and they are fenced

6 off, therefore, liquor can't go out or in.

7             So and just like in any ABC

8 establishment, I wouldn't allow any type of

9 beverages in or out.  So no water, no juice,

10 sodas, anything in or out the gates just to

11 prevent that.  That's what we have done in the

12 past and it seemed to work pretty well.

13             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  So no

14 minors can accompany any adults into that

15 area?

16             MR. WATSON:  Absolutely not.

17             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  So okay.  And

18 is that the way you have handled it in the

19 past or is this different?

20             MR. WATSON:  Yes, it is.

21             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  Have

22 you had any problems in the past?
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1             MR. CORBETT:  We have not had

2 problems, no.

3             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  How about

4 with respect to anyone -- plans in case anyone

5 gets sick from, you know, alcohol?

6             MR. CORBETT:  Sure.  We actually

7 are contracted through -- DC Fire has actually

8 got one unit, but we also have contracted two

9 advance life support systems, two BLS systems

10 and multiple roving teams.  So we are very

11 well covered for the special event.

12             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  Good. 

13 All right.  I'm going to let -- do other Board

14 Members have questions?  Okay.  But before we

15 get to our Investigator, just do you have any

16 questions of the applicant?

17             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Where is this

18 tented area?

19             MR. CORBETT:  There are two fenced

20 in beverage gardens.  One of them is on

21 Constitution kind of right at 6th Street, but

22 the other one is on Constitution at 3rd
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1 Street.

2             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Oh, very close to

3 each other.  Like within like three blocks.

4             MR. CORBETT:  Correct, yeah.

5             MEMBER ALBERTI:  How large are

6 they?

7             MR. CORBETT:  The one at 6th Street

8 is maybe about 200 x 50 feet.  The one on

9 Constitution and 3rd is probably about double

10 that.

11             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay.  I have a

12 large package here.  I was looking for a

13 diagram.  Is there a diagram of that in here?

14             MR. CORBETT:  There are diagrams

15 in there.

16             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Yes.

17             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Pardon?

18             MR. CORBETT:  There is a diagram.

19             MR. WATSON:  I placed a broad

20 diagram and a blown-up diagram, so you could

21 see.

22             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Oh, yes, right,
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1 right.  I've got it.  I've got it here.  I'm

2 sorry.  I just didn't -- haven't gotten -- I

3 was looking at the back and didn't look

4 forward since I saw maps of the back.  It's my

5 fault.  Okay.  

6             And how many entrances are there?

7             MR. WATSON:  One.  Just one per

8 area.

9             MEMBER ALBERTI:  One per area? 

10 Okay.  Great.

11             MR. WATSON:  And something we are

12 also doing this year that we haven't done, I

13 don't think, in the past is they are offering

14 food inside of the main beverage garden, the

15 bigger one, so there will actually be food for

16 people that are drinking as well inside of

17 there this year.

18             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay.  Great. 

19 Thank you.

20             MR. WATSON:  Thank you.

21             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Mr.

22 Silverstein?
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1             MEMBER SILVERSTEIN:  So

2 essentially, you have been doing this for many

3 years, but are there any changes physically

4 between this year and last year?

5             MR. CORBETT:  The only change is

6 we have extended the beverage garden, so that

7 it reaches out towards the stage, but, other

8 than that, it's really been the exact same as

9 we have been doing for many years.

10             MEMBER SILVERSTEIN:  And you have

11 had no infractions, no problems that I know

12 of.

13             MR. CORBETT:  I believe -- yes,

14 about five years ago we had somebody that took

15 a bottle and rushed out the gate.  We actually

16 apprehended her right away.  There was an ABRA

17 Agent that was right there that wrote up a

18 ticket to Nelly's.  Nelly's was actually able

19 to get that as, you know, we were really right

20 on top of it.  They got a bottle about 5 feet.

21             MEMBER SILVERSTEIN:  Okay.  I have

22 no further questions.
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1             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  Mr.

2 Apraku?

3             INVESTIGATOR APRAKU:  You guys are

4 using Metropolitan Security Professionals?

5             MR. WATSON:  Yes, that --

6             INVESTIGATOR APRAKU:  Okay.  

7             MR. WATSON:  Yes.

8             INVESTIGATOR APRAKU:  And are you

9 -- do you know if they are TIPS-certified, by

10 any chance?

11             MR. WATSON:  I don't know if they

12 are personally.  I know that all of our

13 bartenders will be and I will have probably

14 nine other people on staff that will be.  And

15 I plan on having a training with them that

16 day, but they are more there for just the

17 security and the intimidation factor for

18 people that are coming in and out that might

19 want to try anything.

20             We have never had an incident

21 there of any kind of violence or --

22             INVESTIGATOR APRAKU:  Okay.  
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1             MR. WATSON:  -- I think the year--

2 the five years I did it prior to the past five

3 years, we had one fake ID that somebody tried. 

4 We have never really even had -- and I think

5 somebody threw a fit one year because they

6 couldn't bring their baby in.  But other than

7 that, the five years I did it, we never had

8 any type of issues there with that.  But I

9 generally go over it with them and they do

10 already have the ID handbooks and everything

11 for them as well.

12             INVESTIGATOR APRAKU:  Okay.  And

13 do you guys have a capacity for like your beer

14 gardens?  Is there like a max amount of people

15 who can get in there?  Because I mean,

16 assuming the fact you guys have 100,000 --

17             MR. WATSON:  Right.  We have never

18 reached that.  I know in the five years I did

19 it, we hadn't.  And they are actually bigger

20 now than they were then and where they placed

21 them and moved them.  We have never reached

22 capacity, so I don't know.  It has never been
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1 so full that we said -- we even visited the

2 fact that we would even have to cut it off,

3 because it's just standing room only.

4             INVESTIGATOR APRAKU:  Okay.  

5             MR. WATSON:  And it has always

6 been very roomy, so I have never felt the need

7 to.

8             INVESTIGATOR APRAKU:  Okay.  And I

9 think I have one more question.  I mean, this

10 was like detailed, so, I mean, it covered most

11 of what I had to ask.  But on the ABRA side,

12 I know that there will be Investigators. 

13 Hopefully there are going to be Investigators

14 who are going to be at the event.  What would

15 you need?  Is there anything specific that you

16 would need from us in regards to, you know,

17 how we operate while we are at the event?

18             MR. WATSON:  No.

19             MR. CORBETT:  Do you guys actually

20 bring the signage, like the --

21             INVESTIGATOR APRAKU:  Yes, yes.

22             MR. CORBETT:  Yes.  So I know that
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1 signs were used, but --

2             INVESTIGATOR APRAKU:  Yes, we

3 always bring our ID books and we bring

4 signage.

5             MR. WATSON:  I already picked all

6 that up.

7             INVESTIGATOR APRAKU:  Okay.  

8             MR. WATSON:  We got all that.

9             INVESTIGATOR APRAKU:  Okay.  So

10 that's all I have.

11             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  I just

12 have a follow-up about the food and the

13 standing room only.  There are no tables to

14 eat food?  Is that it?

15             MR. CORBETT:  There is a few.

16             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Yes.

17             MR. CORBETT:  But if you -- it

18 really is meant to be kind of standing room.

19             MR. WATSON:  Because it's in front

20 of a live performance stage is where the main

21 garden is.  There is less so at the other

22 garden, but there is not food there as well. 
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1 That's just a beer garden and liquor garden

2 when you first walk in.

3             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  So

4 what kind of food do you have or will you

5 have?

6             MR. CORBETT:  Festival food.

7             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Just kind of

8 pick-up while you're watching?

9             MR. WATSON:  Yes, food trucks and

10 hot dogs and pizza.

11             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  

12             MR. WATSON:  And things of that

13 nature.

14             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  All

15 right.  Any other questions?  Any questions

16 from you all?

17             MR. CORBETT:  No.

18             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  All right. 

19 Then I'm going to move that we approve this

20 application for Capital Pride.  Do I have a

21 second?

22             MEMBER BROOKS:  I second.
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1             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Mr. Brooks

2 has seconded the motion. 

3             All those in favor say aye.

4             ALL:  Aye.

5             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  All those

6 opposed?  All those abstaining?  The motion

7 passes 6-0-0.

8             Okay.  And we are just going to

9 sign-off on this.  Okay.  Thank you very much.

10             MR. WATSON:  Okay.  Thank you.

11             MR. CORBETT:  Thank you.

12             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Have a great

13 event.

14             (Whereupon, the Fact-Finding

15 Hearing in the above-entitled matter was

16 concluded at 10:06 a.m.)

17

18

19

20

21

22
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