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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
+ + + + +
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL BOARD
+ + + + +
MEETING

þ----------------------------»
IN THE MATTER OF:            :
                             :
Sami Restaurant, LLC         :
t/a Bistro 18                :Show Cause
2420 18th Street, NW         :Hearing
Retailer CR                  :(Status)
License No. 86876            :
Case No. 13-CMP-00035,       :
00679, 00734                 :
þ----------------------------¼

                  May 15, 2013
            The Alcoholic Beverage Control
Board met in Alcoholic Beverage Control
Hearing Room, Reeves Building, 2000 14th
Street N.W., Washington, D.C., Chair Brodsky,
presiding.

PRESENT
RUTHANNE MILLER, Chairperson
NICK ALBERTI, Member
DONALD BROOKS, Member
MICHAEL SILVERSTEIN, Member

ALSO PRESENT:
AMY SCHMIDT, OAG
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1               P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

2                                      (9:43 a.m.)

3             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Next case is

4 Case Number 12-CMP-00679, related to Bistro 18

5 located at 2420 18th Street Northwest. 

6 License Number 86876 and ANC 1C.

7             And I know that we have two other

8 cases related to the same establishment,

9 following this one, so the parties can remain

10 at the table, those would be Case Number 13-

11 CMP-00035 and Case Number 12-CMP-00734.

12             Okay, so when you're ready would

13 you introduce yourselves to the record?

14             MS. SCHMIDT:  Good morning, Amy

15 Schmidt, Assistant Attorney General on behalf

16 of District of Columbia.

17             MR. HURUTZ:  Good morning, my name

18 is Ely Hurutz I'm representing Bistro 18, the

19 Licensee.  And with me is the owner, Sami

20 Ghulais.

21             MR. GHULAIS:  My name is Sami

22 Ghulais, I'm the owner of Bistro 18.
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1             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  And, Mr.

2 Hurutz, did you file a notice of appearance?

3             MR. HURUTZ:  No, I was just

4 retained recently.  I'll file a notice

5 following this meeting.  I do have a response

6 to the complaints that I've just prepared and

7 I'd like, and I'm having it filed right now.

8             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.

9             MR. HURUTZ:  And I'd like to offer

10 it to you as part of this fact finding.

11             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Oh wait a

12 second, this is just a status so I don't think

13 I'm going to be receiving, you can file in the

14 office when you're done or whatever.  Whatever

15 you have, except I'll acknowledge that you are

16 Counsel because you're going to file a Notice

17 of Appearance and your Client is with you to -

18 -

19             MR. HURUTZ:  Authorize that.

20             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Yes, to

21 substantiate that you're, this is your Counsel

22 correct?
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1             MR. GHULAIS:  Yes.

2             MR. SIMPSON:  Okay, all right. 

3 Now first case, let me ask you, did you

4 receive notice of this hearing?

5             MR. GHULAIS:  Yes, ma'am.

6             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  And did you

7 read and understand it?

8             MR. GHULAIS:  Yes, ma'am.

9             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  All right, so

10 we're going to move that notice into the

11 record.  Ms. Schmidt, are there any

12 preliminary matters?

13             MS. SCHMIDT:  This is the first

14 time I've been made aware that there even is

15 Counsel in this matter.  So I was not

16 contacted so I was not able to present any

17 offer of compromise in this matter.

18             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  And is

19 that true for all three cases?

20             MS. SCHMIDT:  Yes.

21             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  And you're

22 representing him on all three cases?
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1             (No audible response)

2             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay, so

3 then, with respect to all three cases then,

4 then there are no proposed settlements?

5             MS. SCHMIDT:  No, not at this

6 point.

7             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  Then

8 I'm going to schedule them for hearing at this

9 point and if you come to any agreements in the

10 meantime, you know, that will happen after

11 this.  So the first Case, 00679 is scheduled

12 for Show Case Hearing July 10th, 2013 at 3:30

13 p.m.

14             MR. HURUTZ:  Excuse me, could you

15 say that again?

16             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  July 10, 2013

17 at 3:30 p.m.

18             MR. GHULAIS:  2:30?

19             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  3:30.  The

20 second case, I'm going to go right to that,

21 00035 is scheduled for July 10th, 2013 at 2:30

22 p.m.  The third Case, 00734 is scheduled for
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1 July 10, 2013 at 1:30 p.m.

2             So that completes the Status

3 Hearing, thank you.  If you have any questions

4 you can ask our General Counsel, Martha

5 Jenkins or get together also with Ms. Schmidt. 

6 Okay?

7             MR. HURUTZ:  Those will be Show

8 Cause hearings or Status Hearing?

9             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Those are

10 Show Cause hearings, this is the Status

11 Hearing.

12             MR. HURUTZ:  I have no other

13 questions.

14             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay, thank

15 you.

16             MR. HURUTZ:  Thank you.

17             (Whereupon, the hearing in the

18 above-mentioned matter was adjourned at 9:47

19 a.m.)

20

21

22
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