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P-ROCE-EDI-NGS
3:00 p.m

CHAI RPERSON M LLER.  Okay, next fact
finding hearing is Soneplace El se, |ocated at
1637 R Street, Northwest in ANC 2B. Hi.

M5. SMTH. Jennifer Smth, nanagi ng
menber .

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: l"msorry, |
didn't catch your nane.

M5. SMTH. Jennifer Smth, nanagi ng
menber .

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay, thank
you. Were you sent a letter, requesting that
you conme here and -- to the hearing, because
there is a -- I'"mjust wondering what you're
anticipating, what that letter said. | didn't
see the letter. | mean, | have ny own briefing
in front of ne, as to what the i ssue is.

M5. SMTH. A fact finding hearing
s what | was told.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: What did you

say?

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

M5. SMTH. A fact finding hearing.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Yes, fact
findi ng.

M5. SMTH: |Is what | was told.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

M5. SMTH: |'mnot sure what it's
concerning, unless it has sonmething to do with
ny husband, and that's my assunpti on.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Ckay, so, we
al so had a hearing this norning about the sane
property. So, we got a |lot of our questions
out, with respect to the ownershi p and what was
going on with the transfer and things like that.

So, we actually found out a | ot of
that information this norning.

| think what pertains to you is, |
t hi nk your husband -- his |license was revoked
for five years. So, he can't --

M5. SMTH. That's -- yes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  -- be an owner.

M5. SM TH:  Yes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Ckay, so, |I'm

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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just wondering if you could address what role,
i f any, he would have in this establishnent.

MS. SMTH: He does have a bar

-- right now, we're only open until 11:00 p.m
But if we are open later, | anticipate that he
woul d be nmanaging in the evening, when |I'm not
t here.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Okay, do you
when he got his bar manager |icense?

M. SMTH. |'msorry?

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: Do you know
when he got the bar manager |icense?

M5. SM TH. January, | believe.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Ckay, all
right. But you are the sole owner?

M5. SM TH:  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay, or you

M5. SMTH. It's in the process.
hoped to have that and the occupancy before |

canme today. | spoke with the gentl enan

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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yesterday. The |ease should be here today or
tonorrow, and | can get that, and the occupancy,
t he i nspection was passed. | just don't have
the certificate at the nonent, and |I'l|l send
that in when |I get that.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Okay, so,
you'll give us the |lease and there is a
certificate of occupancy, okay.

Do ot her Board Menbers have
guestions? M. Short?

MEMBER SHORT: Wat is the name of
t hi s busi ness?

M5. SM TH. Sonepl ace El se.

MEMBER SHORT: Sonepl ace El se, and
t he busi ness that your husband owned?

M5. SMTH. Previously, it was
call ed the Town House Tavern.

MEMBER SHORT: Do you know what
happened to that business?

M5. SM TH. Before ny husband had
it, I"mnot sure.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  What was the

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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guestion that you asked, because | think she may
be answering a different question.

MEMBER SHORT: No, | asked what was
t he busi ness that your husband owned?

M5. SM TH. Ckay, the previous
pl ace. Diva, New York New York Diva.

MEMBER SHORT: \What happened to that
busi ness?

M5. SMTH: He closed that down. |
have found out, | believe in January or
February, that the |icense was actually revoked.

Wien we cane to Town House Tavern
and we submtted the transfer, the request for
transfer of the license there, it was after
that, that we found out that that |icense had
been revoked.

MEMBER SHORT: Well, the business
nodel that caused that past business to be, we
hope that that's not going to follow you down to
1637 R Street.

M5. SMTH. Absolutely not. |'m not

a nightclub kind of person. | wasn't involved

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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in that business at all.

MEMBER SHORT: Wasn't New York New
York Diva a restaurant before it turned into a
ni ght cl ub?

M5. SMTH: | don't know. | know a
restaurant was involved. But | believe that the
mai n thing was the nightclub, perhaps. But this
place, it's not -- the prem ses aren't suited
for a nightclub. | have no interest what so
ever in having a nightclub there.

| do know that, you know, we will be
serving al cohol, but definitely not nightclub.

MEMBER SHORT: That's ny questi ons,
Madam Chai r.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay, | just
have one nore question and then I'I|l go down.

What is your experience in running a
restaurant ?

M5. SMTH. Yes, | helped himwth
restaurants in Virginia back in, let's see, the
| ast 90's, early 2000's. The past 15 or 16

years |'ve been hone with the kids.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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CHAI RPERSON M LLER.  Ckay, good, and
you had no experience -- no, yes, experience
with New York New York Diva?

MS. SMTH: No.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Ckay, all
right. M. Alberti, do you have questions?

MEMBER ALBERTI: Yes, hi. So, thank
you for com ng.

So, I'Il just put it out there, this
guestion, and you may find this a little bit too
prying, but where is the financing comng fronf

M5. SMTH. From-- ny famly is
hel ping ne. They're giving ne a small | oan.

Al so, sone personal friends are hel ping and then
the little bit that | have.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Then what? Whose
famly? Your famly?

M5. SMTH MW famly.

MEMBER ALBERTI: M. Khan's famly?

M5. SMTH. His famly isn't
involved with this. They're not here today.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay, doesn't nean

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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they can't help finance it.

MS. SMTH: No.

MEMBER ALBERTI: So, what is the
corporate structure here?

M5. SM TH. As a managi ng nenber,

that's it.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Sole owner of this
LLC?

M5. SMTH. |'msorry?

MEMBER ALBERTI: Sol e nenber of this
LLC?

MS. SMTH  Yes, sir.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Do you have, |
guess letters of incorporation and operating?

M5. SM TH:  Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: You ni ght have
operating -- | knowthis is kind of silly, an
odd thing, there's only one manager, but do you
have one?

M5. SM TH: Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Can you provide

those to us?

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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M5. SMTH: [It's not --

MEMBER ALBERTI: | don't have it in
ny records, but you submtted that?

M5. SM TH:  Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay, | wll make
sure that we get that, and if we haven't, we
will get that fromyou. | have articles of
organi zation here. | don't know if | have an
operating agreenent.

So, maybe you can make sure that we
have an operating -- yes, your operating
agr eenent .

Ms. Smith, I'mgoing to be quite
honest with you. | amnot confortable with your
husband managi ng this restaurant at any timne.

M5. SM TH. Ckay.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Al right, there is
a reason we revoked New York Diva/Diva. | don't
know what your husband has told you about it,
but it was a nightmare for the conmunity and it
became a nightnmare for this Board, and a

nightmare for the city and a nightmare for MPD.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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M5. SM TH. Ckay.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Al right, it was a
di saster, and so, |I'"mjust going to put it right
out there. You won't see ny sighature on a
| i cense, on your |icense, unless we have a --
unl ess you assure us that your husband will not
be working there at all.

M5. SM TH. Ckay.

MEMBER ALBERTI: That's ny
condition. I'mjust putting it right out there.

M5. SM TH. Ckay, thank you for
telling nme that.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Anyt hi ng el se?

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN: | would j ust
| i ke to second the words of ny coll eague, M.
Al berti. The problens, the noise, the violence,
it is sonmething we sinply can't repeat, and it's
not any -- it's not of any aninmus. |It's sinply
that responsibility that we have is to the
general -- to the overall public good, and the

pl ace was a di saster, absolutely.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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M5. SMTH: | understand. | saw the
docunentation in the |last six weeks. So, | can
under stand t hat.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: | woul d j ust
gi ve you the opportunity, if you want it, if
there is anything you want to say, that -- why
t he Board shouldn't be concerned, if you were to
be in that position.

M5. SMTH. Well, honestly, based on

what | read, | can understand the concern.

As | -- the only thing that | can
say, | would |like to have his hel p, because he
is experienced. | would like to have himthere.

Agai n, the prem ses, they're not set
up for nightclubs at all. There is a bar
downstairs and then the upper |evel, |ower
| evel, you know, it's the restaurant area.

But again, based on what M. Al berti
and M. Silverstein said, |I'll understand, and
"1l see how | can go forward.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER.  Okay, yes, you

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com
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can |l ook at your options and then feel free to
communi cate fully to us, for our consideration.

M5. SM TH. Ckay.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay?

M5. SM TH. Thank you for your tine.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: All right, so,
with this, we'll be expecting fromyou, at |east
the certificate of occupancy and the | ease, and
you can address it to Martha Jenkins, our
General Counsel.

M5. SM TH. Ckay, thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Ckay, you're
all set. Gkay, thank you very nuch.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled

matter went off the record at 3:12 p.m)

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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