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P-R-0-C-E-E-D-1-N-G-S
2:49 p.m.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay. The
next case on our calendar is Case No. 12-CMP-
00053 of Georgia Line Convenience Store,
located at 5125 Georgia Avenue Northwest,
License No. 79225 in ANC 4D. This is a Fact
Finding Hearing, so we don"t necessarily have
parties In this case, but anybody who is here
for this case who plans to address the Board
can come forward to have a seat at the table.
And you can identify yourself for the record
when you®re ready, and also sign in on that
sheet of paper on the table. And that"ll help
you to answer the questions you have.

MR. TASEW: May 1 help her?

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: What.

MR. TASEW: May I help her
translate --

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: You can help
her, yes, absolutely.

MR. TASEW: Yes, very good.

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
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MEMBER ALBERTI : Ma®am, please

have a seat and just sign that piece of paper.

Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:

So, first 1

would like you to i1dentify yourself for the

record. Who are you?

MS. TESEMA: Zebader Tesema.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:

loudly into the microphone?

Can you speak

MS. TESEMA: Zebader Tesema.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:
Tesema?

MS. TESEMA: Yes.

MR. TASEW: Tesema.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:
You"re the owner?

MS. TESEMA: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:

sir, what"s your name?

Oh, Tesema.

Tesema. Okay.

Okay. And,

MR. TASEW: My name is Maulu

Tasew.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER:

Can you spell

Neal R. Gross & Co.,
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your last name?

MR. TASEW: T-A-S-E-W.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay. And
how are you related? Are you here to assist
her?

MR. TASEW: She®s my wife.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Your wife?
Okay. Okay.

Okay. Ma®“am?

MS. WAUGH: My name is Tawana
Waugh. [1*m one of the petitioners of the
original Voluntary Agreement. So I"ve been
keeping In touch with them requesting to do
amendments and such.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay.

INVESTIGATOR JONES: Investigator
Jones with ABRA, ma“am.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay. |
think if I recall correctly, there are a
couple of issues here. One i1s that 1 know
that the establishment operated on a Sunday,

and part of the reason -- or for that was

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
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because the Board mistakenly issued an Order
stating that the establishment could operate
on a Sunday. But then we rescinded i1t because
It was based on some wrong information.

And 1 bring that up because |1
don®t think that really i1s an issue for this
Fact Finding, but I wanted to let the
individuals know that that was what happened
and that®"s how we see that that issue was
resolved.

The second issue that 1°ve heard
about this case is that the licensees wanted
to amend the Voluntary Agreement, and that
there was -- that there may be a disagreement
as to representations that were made with
respect to whether individuals would sign on
to the agreement were still living in the area
or had died, or whatever. And that is one of
the topics of this Fact Finding.

And then the other topic | think
may go to ownership of this establishment.

I want to say that there are also

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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-— this Isn"t an evidentiary hearing.
Nobody®"s going to take the oath and testify.
And there®s not going to be any penalties
assessed here for anything that®"s done.
However, whatever is said here could be used
by the Board to determine if there i1s a
greater problem in which case, the Board would
send that information to the Office of
Attorney General to look into the matter
further.

So, I just wanted you to all
understand what type of hearing this is.

Okay. You know, we can go back
and forth a little bit, but I want to start by
giving the licensee the first opportunity to
address either of those issue. Let"s start
with the community issue: Whether or not --
well, 1 understand that you wanted to amend
your Voluntary Agreement. And then there"s a
question as to did you make representations
about other people that were true, or do you

want to address that? People who were

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
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signatories to the Voluntary Agreement.

MR. TASEW: She said I tried and--

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: 1"m sorry,
what?

MR. TASEW: 1 tried to --

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: She tried?

MR. TASEW: Yes. Tried.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Tried. She
tried to what?

MR. TASEW: Tried to ask them
about the minimum. She was trying to -- she
said she tried to ask everyone who was on the
Voluntary Agreement to allow her to amend the
Voluntary Agreement. She tried to communicate
as much as she can.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Who did she
contact?

MR. TASEW: Ms. Wallace, Mr.
Robert, the fireman.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Mr. who?

MR. TASEW: Mr. Robert.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Robert?

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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MR. TASEW: Robert, right. About

the status of the -- 1| asked Mr. Robert and

the neighborhood -- moved out or were alive.
I tried our old neighborhood and Mr. Robert

and here I am. 1 tried to rescue as much as
I can.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay. Was
there anything else that she wants to say now
on trying to get the Voluntary Agreement
amended and for working with people who had
signed 1t?

MR. TASEW: 1 went to Mrs. Wallace
-- Ms. Wallace®s home and 1 asked her if she"s
willing to allow me to amend the Voluntary
Agreement, and to tell me the rest who lives
around that area. And 1 knocked on about two
or three doors for several days at one time,
nobody really spoke to me. They have not
allowed me to meet them. So, I tried my
chance based on Mr. Robert. Mr. Robert, he
was willing to sign for me. So | proceed with

that --before the Board.

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
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CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay. Ms.

Waugh, do you want to address this?

MS. WAUGH: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Oh. I have a
Board question for the licensee Tirst.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Thank you. Thank
you, Ma®am, Chair.

Mr. Tasew, 1t appears from what
I*m seeing today i1s that your wife, Ms.
Tesema, English is not her first language, is
that correct?

MR. TASEW: Yes. Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Okay. Who
contacted the people iIn your neighborhood?
You or your wife?

MR. TASEW: Both of us.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Both of you?

MR. TASEW: Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Okay.

MR. TASEW: 1 went to several --
we went together. We knocked on every door.

MEMBER ALBERTI: So you went

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
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together?

MR. TASEW: We went together. It
was three days --

MEMBER ALBERTI: Okay. Okay.

MR. TASEW: Three days.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Okay. Okay.
Because | was wondering how -- if she doesn"t
speak English well enough for these hearings,
how that would work. But you were there, is
that correct?

MR. TASEW: 1 was there all the

MEMBER ALBERTI: Okay. Great.
Great.

We have a first amendment to your
VA in a letter dated September 15th, 2011
indicating that Ms. Rural Bass, Christine
Lowe, Maggie H. Whaley and Wesley Powell are
deceased.

MR. TASEW: Yes, that"s --

MEMBER ALBERTI: And how did you

get that information?

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
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MR. TASEW: We got it from the

neighborhood. And we asked Mr. Robert and we
got 1t from the neighborhood. We live out iIn
that area.

MEMBER ALBERTI: But who did you
speak to specifically?

MR. TASEW: We speak to Mr.
Robert.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Mr. Robert?

MR. TASEW: Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Mr. Robert
Wright, yes.

MR. TASEW: Mr. Robert Wright.
And Ms. Wallace, we --

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ms. Wallace told
you these people were deceased?

MR. TASEW: No. Ms. Wallace don"t
want to --

MEMBER ALBERTI: 1°"m asking who
told you that these people were deceased.

MR. TASEW: Specifically from the

signer we asked Mr. Robert to tell us where

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Page 12

all the signers are.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Okay.

MR. TASEW: So we basically, we

asked other people you®re signing -- but we

are not sure. So we went to him and to us --

there was some error and he told us, no, this

IS not this,

this is not this before 1 talked

to some of them.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Okay. So you"re

relying on Mr. Robert®s information to you on

who was deceased?

can name --

Wallace--

names?

names?

MR. TASEW: Yes. Yes. Yes.
MEMBER ALBERTI: Okay.
MR. TASEW: Not only him, but I

there are other people. Ms.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Do you have their

MR. TASEW: What?

MEMBER ALBERTI: Do you have their

MR. TASEW: 1 don"t have their

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
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names, but I can get them.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Okay. The letter
also said that Marie Bass, B-A-S-S, had moved
out of the area. Where did you get that
information from?

MR. TASEW: The same thing, from
Mr. Robert. At one time he told us, we put
one of them on this one -- this spot and one
of them on the -- this one iIs deceased, but
this one has moved out.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Okay.

MR. TASEW: And so we"re trying to
refile this to get the --

MEMBER ALBERTI: And the last
category of people who refused to talk to you-

MR. TASEW: Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: -- and that
includes Annie Wallace, Tawana Waugh who is
sitting here with us today.

MR. TASEW: Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Barbara

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
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Thompkins. Now, you®re saying that they

refused to meet with you?

MR. TASEW: Yes. We went -- 1|
mean, Ms. Wallace showed us -- 1 can get the
address, one of the -- of the neighborhood,
and one of them is across the street. She"s on
Hamilton Street.

We went there. We knocked on the
door, not only once but we came 15 times. One
of them --

MEMBER ALBERTI: Let"s deal with
them one at a time.

MR. TASEW: Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Let"s deal with

them one at a time because 1 think that"ll be

easier.
MR. TASEW: Yes.
MEMBER ALBERTI: Annie Wallace?
MR. TASEW: Oh, yes.
MEMBER ALBERTI: Did you speak
with her?

MR. TASEW: Many times, yes. Ms.

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
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Annie Wallace is the one who was working with
to get help from others. So we®"ve spoken to
her many times. And she told us she is the one
-- we use her as we send her before us to talk
to everyone. She is the one, because she has
a limited power I think in the neighborhood.
And --

MEMBER ALBERTI: Okay. And what
did she tell you about wanting to --

MR. TASEW: Nobody®"s willing to
talk to you guys, nobody®s willing to work
with this. I"m sorry. | can"t do it. That"s
what --

MEMBER ALBERTI: Okay. She®s told
you nobody was going to talk to you?

MR. TASEW: Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: But she talked to
you, right?

MR. TASEW: Yes, she talked to us.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Did she tell you
whether or not she was going to change the VA?

MR. TASEW: No. She say | don"t

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
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have any problem on my side. | don"t want be
a difference for my neighborhood. If you
want, you can -- anyway. | don"t have a
problem. 1°"m not going to oppose it. 1°"m not
going to -- I don"t have time for this now. I
just don*"t know. You can try, but I don"t have
a problem.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Okay. We"ll get
to Ms. Waugh in a second. But Barbara
Thompkins, you spoke to her?

MR. TASEW: No.

MEMBER ALBERTI: And why not?

MR. TASEW: Because 1 think i1f I
don®"t make a mistake, Barbara Thompkins live
next to Ms. Wallace on Hamilton Street, |
believe. So we knocked on the door so many
times, we were trying to reach her, but she®s
not willing to talk to us.

MEMBER ALBERTI: How do you know
she®s not willing to talk to you?

MR. TASEW: Because Ms. Wallace

told us she don®"t want to talk to you guys.

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433
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MEMBER ALBERTI: Oh. But Ms.

Thompkins didn®t tell you that?

MR. TASEW: No, because we
couldn®t find her.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Okay.

MR. TASEW: We knocked on the
door.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Okay.

MR. TASEW: Even with the previous
going out and we still --

MEMBER ALBERTI: Okay. Now the
last person I"m going to ask about iIs Ms.
Waugh. Now, Ms. Waugh, you"re going to get a
chance to speak, so -- Ms. Waugh -- did you
speak with Ms. Waugh?

MR. TASEW: No. I don"t think I
have seen her before, Ms. Waugh at all. 1
don®"t think she been iIn the neighborhood,

MEMBER ALBERTI: But you told us
in your letter that she wouldn®"t meet with
you.

MR. TASEW: Yes, because of Ms.

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
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Wallace. Ms. Wallace"s information, we
depended on that information because she told
us, she pointed out each adult who lives where
and who do we have to call.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Okay.

MR. TASEW: And we went there, and
nobody®s responding, nobody®s going to talk to
us.

MEMBER ALBERTI: So let me
understand. So Ms. Wallace told you that she
wasn®"t going to speak with you about the VA?
She didn®"t want anything to do with i1t, she
didn"t want to speak to you. And she told you
that Ms. Thompkins wasn®"t going to speak with
you. And she told you that Ms. Waugh wasn®t
going to speak with you?

MR. TASEW: Yes. They don"t want
to meet with us to talk about this.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Okay.

MR. TASEW: That they are not
willing to have -- to open on Sunday.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Okay.

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Page 19
MR. TASEW: That"s what she said.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Thank you.

I have no further questions on
that topic.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Thank you
very much. 1 think that was very helpful.

I*m looking at another document
which says things similar to what Mr. Alberti
was reading from. It"s called The First
Amendment to the Voluntary Agreement. That"s
what | believe you would have submitted iIn
order to get an amendment to the agreement,
and 1t"s a document in which you identified
all those protestants and then wrote next to
them that Annie Wallace, it says next to her,
"Refused to meet."

MR. TASEW: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay. This
iIs also attached to the Investigator®s Report
as Exhibit 10. 1 don*t know if you have that.

So, my question 1is:

(1) Is you have written next to

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
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Annie Wallace ""Refused to meet,' but you just
told Mr. Alberti that she talked to you and
worked with you.

MR. TASEW: Ms. who?

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Wallace,
Annie Wallace.

MR. TASEW: Yes. She refused to
meet me is the way we put 1t and we were
trying to call a meeting, everyone together,
sit down and totally try to address our issue,
meet with them and talk with them. They were
not -- they refused to meet together. We want
to sit down and everybody was refusing to meet
with us, even Ms. Wallace. She i1s talking to
us, but she is not okay to sit down and say
"No, you can®"t do this, we cannot use this."
But nobody was willing --

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: So that®s
what you mean when having to come for a
meeting?

MR. TASEW: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: So you wrote

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
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that even if you didn"t get a response from a
knock on the door?

MR. TASEW: No.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: No?

MR. TASEW: No.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: You wrote
that i1f they specifically wouldn®*t come to a
meeting?

MR. TASEW: When 1t say --

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: "Refused to
meet” 1s what you wrote down.

MR. TASEW: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Not just a
name, -

MR. TASEW: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: And you©re
saying to me now that doesn®t mean that they
wouldn®t talk to you, that meant they wouldn®t
come to a meeting you wanted to have?

MR. TASEW: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Do you have

an issue with that, is that what you“re

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
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saying?

MR. TASEW: Our initial try was to
approach them to talk to them and to have a
meeting to sit down and to go over the
amendments they have. And if we can point
some things, we can add i1t, that"s what we
were trying to do. So, initially we tried to
talk to Ms. Wallace, but she"s not even
helping us to meet together or to bring
everyone, sit down and do that. They refuse
to meet us.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: I can"t read
what 1t says next to Robert Wright.

MR. TASEW: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: I can"t tell
whether 1t says refused to meet or whether it
says Robert something, or --

MEMBER ALBERTI: 1t looks like a
signature.

MR. TASEW: Yes. It"s a signature.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: 1t"s a

signature.

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
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MR. TASEW: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay. So
what does the signature indicate? What does
that mean?

MR. TASEW: It means that we
agree. We agree.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: We agree.
Okay .

MR. TASEW: We agree with that.
Had only one agree with --

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay. Any
other questions at this point? Okay.

Ms. Waugh, okay. Would you like
to address this topic with respect to the
amendments to the Voluntary Agreement.

MS. WAUGH: Okay. First regarding
the people who we listed as deceased. The
majority are, except for Christine Lowe. And
so she did speak to someone, but he got it
confused. Actually, Marie Bass is deceased
and Ms. Lowe is the one who is actually -- so

that"s clarification on that part.

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
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The second part regarding his
discussions with Ms. Wallace. At the time
that we did the initial agreement 1 was the
block president and she was -- you know, she
kind of passed the torch to me. So, from the
very beginning we were always against selling
beer on Sunday there because we have several
liquor stores in our area and we just don"t
think that we need others.

So, Ms. Wallace had actually told
me that they were putting In an amendment to
add the Sunday hours. So, she would not have--
I don"t know that she refused to meet, but she
wouldn®t have been willing to sign; that"s
number one.

And the same thing with Barbara.
Like they were all -- they are all long term,
let"s say 20 year residents to the block. 1
myselft has been there 14 years now, and I do
still live in the block and I have not been
contacted by them. This is my Ffirst time ever

seeing them.

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
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So, 1 was not aware that the
ownership of the store had changed until Ms.
Wallace notified that i1t had, and that the new
owner was trying to get sales on Sunday.

And regarding Mr. Wright, he does
still live on the block. As a matter of fact,
he lives directly across from me. So he could
have directed them to my house to speak with
me regarding this, which I would not have
agreed to sign for beer sales -- sales on
Sundays. So, | was not contacted.

So, yes, that"s why when 1 saw
this amendment with *Refuse to agree,™ |
contacted the Board -- excuse me. Not the
Board, but ABRA ==

MEMBER ALBERTI: The General
Counsel?

MS. WAUGH: Yes, yes, General
Counsel. Correct. And explained that, you
know, first of all some of the names how they
were listed as deceased was iIncorrect and

that 1 had never been approached.

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
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More than maybe three years ago
when they said there was an older lady who
owned 1t, and I went to the store to meet with
them at that time and the owner at that time
did not come. So that was about three years
ago and that was the only time that I
remembered being approached since the original
owner that we dealt with.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: So is it your
testimony that that"s not an accurate
characterization?

MS. WAUGH: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: That you
refused to meet?

MS. WAUGH: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay. And
you weren"t contacted?

MS. WAUGH: No.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay. Any
questions? Yes, Mr. Nophlin?

MEMBER NOPHLIN: Madam Chair.

Again, thank you for coming.

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
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MS. WAUGH: Yes.

MEMBER NOPHLIN: You mentioned
where you lived and the approximation of the
location of the store?

MS. WAUGH: In the middle of the
block. The store i1s on the corner and 1 live

the house by the alley in the middle of the

block.
MEMBER NOPHLIN: On what street?
MS. WAUGH: On Hamilton Street.
MEMBER NOPHLIN: On Hamilton
Street?

MS. WAUGH: Yes.

MEMBER NOPHLIN: And so you"re 1in
the middle of the block?

MS. WAUGH: Yes, on Hamilton.
The store"s at the corner of Georgia and
Hami Iton.

MEMBER NOPHLIN: Okay. And you
mentioned there was some resistance on keeping
It open and serving beer on a Sunday?

MS. WAUGH: Yes. We -- our issue
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was not with the store being open on Sunday.
Our issue is with beer and wine sales on
Sunday .

MEMBER NOPHLIN: Well, were they
selling it before the new owners?

MS. WAUGH: No. 1 think when 1
first moved to the block there was another
store owner there. There had been several
robberies and incidents of like people
loitering in front of the building and such.
And 1 think that®"s what made the neighbors
want to get together and do the Voluntary
Agreement because of some issues that the
store had had with previous owners before this
gentleman and the one that we dealt with.

MEMBER NOPHLIN: Okay. So you
haven®t been back to see the new owners yet
and the store?

MS. WAUGH: No.

MEMBER NOPHLIN: You mentioned in
your testimony that you haven®t seen this

gentleman at all.
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MS. WAUGH: No. No. There was

one time after we did the Voluntary Agreement,
maybe within two to three years after, |1
received a call on my cell phone that someone
wanted to meet to discuss making changes to
the agreement. |1 went to the store at the
scheduled time and the owner, at that time
they told me it was an older lady, she did not
come. So, | wanted for maybe 20 minutes and
then left, and I have not been contacted
except by Ms. Wallace to say that they were
trying to amend the agreement.

MEMBER NOPHLIN: Okay. Thank you
very much, Madam Chair.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Yes, Mr.
Alberti?

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ms. Waugh, 1
think only one question.

Ms. Barbara Thompkins, have you
spoke to her about this issue?

MS. WAUGH: Not recently, no.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Okay. So you
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don"t know whether she was contacted or not,
firsthand? Not hearsay, but firsthand?

MS. WAUGH: No, no. Not

firsthand.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Okay.

MS. WAUGH: No.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Thank you very
much.

But Ms. Thompkins is still living
in the neighborhood?

MS. WAUGH: Yes. And she actually
lives two doors down from Ms. Wallace. So if
they were knocking next door, they would not
have been knocking at her house.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Okay.

MS. WAUGH: Actually, I think
she®s three doors down.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Okay. Thank you
very much.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay. Any
other questions from the Board?

Mr. Jones, do you have something
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you want to add to the discussion?

INVESTIGATOR JONES: Yes, Ma"am.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay. Go
right ahead.

INVESTIGATOR JONES: Okay. 1
guess one thing, Is it necessary that -- 1
guess as far as this portion iIs concerned are
we concluded? Because --

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Oh. Okay.
Yes. | wanted to know if you had anything
else-—-

INVESTIGATOR JONES: It"s not with
what®"s going on.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay. So 1
think that we are finished with this aspect
and so, Ms. Waugh, do you want to take a seat
in the audience. We appreciate very much your
input on this gquestion. We"re now going to
move into another area.

Go right ahead.

INVESTIGATOR JONES: Thank you,

ma"®am.
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Good afternoon to the Board.

On January 18, 2012 our office,
ABRA, received a complaint from the ANC, from
the Commissioner of ANC 4D with reference to
Georgia Line Convenience Store operating and
selling alcoholic beverages on Sunday iIn
violation of the establishment®s Voluntary
Agreement.

On Friday, January 20th, 2012 1
reviewed the ABRA records for the
establishment which did indicate that they did
have a license to operate on Sundays from 6:00
a.m. to 12:00 a.m. This was kind of an
amendment to a previous license that they had
which indicated that they were not sell
alcohol from 6:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m., and that
expired on September 30, 2011. The new
license expiration date was 9/30/2014.
However, the establishment has a -Voluntary
Agreement which indicates that the
establishment or the Applicant only should

sell alcoholic beverages during the legal
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hours of sale, which are 9:00 a.m. to 10:00
p.m. provided however that the Applicant shall
not sell alcoholic beverages on Sunday.

On January 29, 2012 at 1:30 p.m. 1
visited Georgia Line Convenience Store located
at 5125 Georgia Avenue In an uncover capacity
to see 1T 1 could purchase alcohol on that
Sunday. | approached an open cooler and
purchased a six pack of Yuengling Beer. |
brought 1t to the counter and | encountered
this gentleman here to my left and purchased
the alcohol and exited the establishment.

Several minutes later | returned
to the establishment, 1 i1dentified myself by
my ABRA badge and ID, and asked to speak to
the ABC Manager or owner. This gentleman to
my left indicated that he was the owner,
however he had no ID on him. So I asked the
gentleman to write down his name, his
pertinent information for me. He wrote down a
name, Social Security number, address and

that"s 1n Exhibit -- I*11 get it for you iIn a
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second -- Exhibit 7.

I also indicated to the gentleman
who said that he was at that time, he told me
he was 100 percent owner of the establishment.
He told me that his name was -- excuse me if
I pronouncing i1t incorrectly, Zebader Tesema.
That"s who he i1dentified himself as.

He told me that he also -- 1
indicated to him that the Voluntary Agreement
states that they"re not supposed to sell
alcohol on Sundays. At that time I -- and
again, not that confident because the
gentleman didn"t have ID on him, but 1 called
him by his last name, Mr. Tesema and |
indicated to him that what the VA stated,
they"re not supposed to sell alcoholic
beverages on Sunday. And he told me they had
an amended VA. 1 asked to see the amended VA,
which he provided. 1 looked at the VA, the
amended VA which honestly to the Board it
looks to me as something that he drew up and

nobody ever signed off on It and he just
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started selling alcohol on Sundays.

I told him what 1 thought about
the situation. I told him that it i1s a
violation, and I would look further into this
and he would be notified.

On Monday, January 30, 2012 1
again reviewed the records of Georgia Line
Convenience Store here at our ABRA office. And
read the VA once again. And again 1 noticed
that within the files of the convenience store
I found an application form that was completed
by a Zebader Tesema and as well as a
Certificate of Naturalization which has a
picture of a woman that is similar to the who
I*m looking at here to my left. At that point
It was my duty to do this report and conclude
that this gentleman did lie to me with
reference to who he was, with reference to
ownership of the establishment and with
reference to the Voluntary Agreement. And
that"s my conclusion.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Mr. Jones, |1
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just wanted to get that down. He lied to you

as to who he was. He lied to you with respect
tot he Voluntary Agreement. And what was the
third thing that you concluded?

INVESTIGATOR JONES: As far as he
told me was a 100 percent owner of the
establishment. As to this day, 1 still don"t
know who this gentleman is.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Right. Okay.

INVESTIGATOR JONES: He never
provided ID. He said he didn®"t have ID on
him. And he wrote out a full -- again with
Exhibit 7, her full name, address, Social
Security number, telephone number.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Social
Security number that he gave was his or hers?

INVESTIGATOR JONES: Hers, Ma®"am.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Hers? Right.
Okay .

Do you have a response to what Mr.
Jones just said?

MR. TASEW: Can I respond?

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
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CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Yes.

MR. TASEW: Okay. So what
happened that day is I was -- | don"t work on
Sundays, she®s the one who work. And she
called me and asked me to come to the store
with my pajama. Not pajama, this sport outfit
and a T-shirt. And I was there.

So the first thing what happened
iIs when the Investigator arrive and 1 let him
in, and there is another one of them. When
they come there they are completely knock on
the door, immediately ask me to open it and I
open because they show me cards. And I wrote
down a card or something. So they come inside
and say ""You can"t sell on Sunday. You just
sell me Yuengling beer. You"re not supposed
to sell on Sunday, you can"t sell on Sunday.
You just sell us Yuengling Beer. You are not
supposed to sell on Sunday. You can®"t sell on
Sunday.”™ That"s the issue they are raising.

I say "Wait a minute, this

establishment has a license to operate on
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Sunday. We applied for Voluntary Agreement,

the Board approved, and we got approved and we
pick up that license. We pick it up in this
office. So we have that license and since
then we are operating. So we might have
misunderstanding.’ So, that"s when I said "l
don®t think you have the right information
because we are doing legally, we are not doing
anything."

So, at that moment when they were
asking he was -- he never asked me about the
ownership or anything. He was asking me about
Is It a company, is It a company? No, it"s
not a company. It is 100 percent ownership,
that"s the question he asked me.

Immediately he didn"t -- he didn"t
even say anything. Then he told me do you have
ID? 1 don"t have ID. For sure 1 don"t have ID
that day because 1 have a jumpsuit, she just
called me from home and 1 have a T-shirt in
there. 1 came there. | didn"t have ID.

So, let me write it down. Okay.

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
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We were talking a lot about the Voluntary
Agreement. We were saying the Voluntary
Agreement 1s not signed here, the Voluntary
Agreement 1s not -- sure, they“re outside.
She came by the store asking me what happened,
what®"s going on? No, they say you can"t sell
on Sunday. So we have -- | thought we were
licensed. I"m showing that. So that time I
showed him and he asked me to write her name.
I wrote her name and her information and 1
gave him.

So this ownership you say 1t"s not
a company, it"s 100 percent ownership, | said
yes. So that time -- that time we finish with
that and he say you can®t sell on Sunday. No,
I have a license, we can sell on Sunday. If
you want, you can give us a ticket. IT you
want, you can give us -- 1t"s not only him,
they"re talking.

So after they left that way, the
other guy, the other one, his partner, of

course, came back again, some other day. 1™m
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not sure which day it was. He came back with
a license which is no Sunday sell license. He
came back and -- so he was speaking to me
because I*"m the only one who going to get
that. So 1 was trying to communicate with him
and then was trying to take the license. 1
told him "No, don"t take the license. This is
later license."

So anyway, | came from ABC Board,
I have to get the license. You need to give
me the license. So | said okay, | gave him.

He give me the old -- the old license, which
iIs not allowing us to sell on Sunday.

So that time she was here -- the
other day she was there. So -- but the guy
was talking to me. He never really speak to
her. Even the second time they came, he never
speak to her. He was speaking to me. | was
just giving him the right information what 1
know. So that was the situation.

Now he think that I am lying and

I*m trying to -- no, 1"m not. For what?
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Because even -- even | told him regarding the
real situation and I*ve spoken to Mr. -- the
Director of the ABC Board because we were
shocked because 1 told him we submit the right
document, and we been approved, and we are
trying to get that license back. So that time
-- at that time when 1 speak to him I1*m the
only one who is speaking to him mostly. [I™m
calling through to their line and 1 am
addressing the problem we have. So why the
Board donpt approve it, we Counsel for you
guys just give us the license, to give us the
license. Why has i1t to be taken like that.
We don®"t get any letter or anything at least
to support us. That was my demand with Mr.
Moosally, the Director. But i1t shows most
that 1 thought 1 was doing the right thing
earlier because I"m addressing the problem we
have, finally just to see how things was
going, but he sees 1t a different way and
that"s my --

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay. Let me
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ask you, so the first thing he says that you

lied as to who you are. And your last name 1is
Tesema, too, is that right?

MR. TASEW: No.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: No? What"s
your last name.

MR. TASEW: Tasew, T-A-S-E-W.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Tasew?

MR. TASEW: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: And what"s
your First name?

MR. TASEW: Maulu, M-A-U-L-U.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay. And
your response is you were giving your wife"s
name because she was the owner?

MR. TASEW: Yes, she was the
owner .

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Did you
misunderstand his question, or are you saying
he asked a different question?

MR. TASEW: I didn"t. The

question he was asking me 1If 1t Is a company.
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Is it a company or what? No, this is 100
percent ownership, sole proprietor, that"s
what | explained. So can you write the name?
I grabbed the pen and I write that
information, and I gave him, 1 handed him.
I*"m not even sure she was there that time.

This 1s the second time he come
there, the second time validating, he never
speak a word with her. He was talking with
me, | was the one who is asking him to call
ABC Board. He called the ABC office. He
called here. They gave him the information
about that. I asked him so many questions
because i1t was very surprise for me, you know
getting a license and come and snatch someone
from your store like we did something wrong.
I was very surprised. And I iInsist to give
him, but when 1 say that later, he said okay
you can have 1it.

And then 1 want you to give me the
copy of the license. He refused to give me

the license, the copy. But I"m really asking
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it, 1 need to get the new license I have, the
copy, then I will give you back because Ipm
going to appeal this thing and we will see,
telling him that we was -- we don"t have any
right, we worked hard to submit that letter,
we don®"t get even one letter to do this? We
you just having slides from that.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay. I hear
you. | hear you.

Mr. Brooks, did you want to ask?

MEMBER BROOKS: Yes. Thank you,
Madam Chair.

Did the Investigator ask you if
you were the owner?

MR. TASEW: No, he didn"t ask me
1T I was the owner. They were asking me about
the Voluntary Agreement. We have probably
over 45 minutes ago --

MEMBER BROOKS: Hold on for a
second. He asked you what?

MR. TASEW: He asked -- he was

talking about the Voluntary Agreement, what
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did you sell on Sunday. 1 don"t have i1t. |

have to find from the cabinet paper -- and 1
have to see the license and they have to do a
whole lot of iInvestigation.

MEMBER BROOKS: Okay. But he
never asked you if you were the owner?

MR. TASEW: No, he never asked me
1T I was the owner.

MEMBER BROOKS: Did he ask you for
1dentification?

MR. TASEW: Yes, he asked me for
1dentification.

MEMBER BROOKS: And did you show
him 1dentification?

MR. TASEW: 1 don"t have
1dentification, that"s what 1 told him.

MEMBER BROOKS: And why not?

MR. TASEW: Because, just like 1
told you earlier, it was a Sunday and I don"t
work on Sunday. She called me and I came iIn
a sport suit and T-shirt. I don"t have

anything.
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MEMBER BROOKS: Did you drive

there?

MR. TASEW: No. My son dropped me
off.

MEMBER BROOKS: Okay. Thank you,
Madam Chair,

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Mr. Tasew, well,,
two quick questions for you. Was there anyone
else In the store with you, an employee? Was
there another employee besides yourself there?

MR. TASEW: No, we don"t have
anybody.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Okay. That"s
fine. That"s fine.

MR. TASEW: We are alone.

MEMBER ALBERTI : Are you an ABC
Manager?

MR. TASEW: No.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Thank you.

I have no further questions.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Mr. Jones,
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did you have questions? Yes? Go right ahead?

MEMBER JONES: Thank you, Madam
Chair.

Did the Investigator asked you if
you were the ABC Manager?

MR. TASEW: No. He asked me only
for ID.

MEMBER JONES: So he never asked
you if you were an ABC Manager?

MR. TASEW: No. He never asked me
1T I"m an ABC Manager. Never say anything.

He was going over —-- it takes him
over an hour probably to go over with
Voluntary Agreement with the license.

MEMBER JONES: Okay. Got it.

Did you sell beer to him,
Yuengling, on that Sunday, the day in
question?

MR. TASEW: Yes.

MEMBER JONES: You were the only
person in the store?

MR. TASEW: No, no, she was there.
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MEMBER JONES: She was there?

MR. TASEW: However, I came late.

MEMBER JONES: Okay. But you
were--

MR. TASEW: She was outside.

MEMBER JONES: -- you were the
individual who sold the beer? You actually
handled the transaction?

MR. TASEW: Yes.

MEMBER JONES: Okay. When the
Investigator, Mr. Jones, returned to the store
to indicate to you that he had purchased the
beer and that that was a violation based on
his iInterpretation of the Voluntary Agreement,
that was a violation of the Voluntary
Agreement, was he speaking to you?

MR. TASEW: Yes.

MEMBER JONES: He was?

MR. TASEW: Yes.

MEMBER JONES: Okay.

MR. TASEW: He came inside then.

MEMBER JONES: So when he asked
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you -- excuse me. At any point did he request
to speak with the owner or ABC Manager?

MR. TASEW: No.

MEMBER JONES: At no point?

MR. TASEW: No.

MEMBER JONES: Why were you
triggered to provide him the information of
your wife? |If he never asked you for an ABC
Manager and he never asked you for the owner
of the establishment, why did you provide him
the information about your wife?

MR. TASEW: The reason why 1
provide him the information about the
ownership is, first, he asked me i1s It a
company. No, iIt"s not a company. It is a sole
proprietor -- something.

MEMBER JONES: Okay. So pause.

MR. TASEW: Yes.

MEMBER JONES: That was the first
question he asked you?

MR. TASEW: Yes.

MEMBER JONES: He asked you "lIs it

Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.
202-234-4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Page 50

a company?"

MR. TASEW: What"s that?

MEMBER JONES: 1Is the first
question he asked you was "Is it a company?"

MR. TASEW: Yes, is it a company?
Is it a company or is it a -- something. 1
said 1t is a sole proprietorship or --

MEMBER JONES: So, just for
clarification what did you understand him to
mean by the printout "it" at that point iIn
time? What did you understand him to mean by
that?

MR. TASEW: When he asked me --

MEMBER JONES: Yes. He asked you.
You indicated that he asked you "Is it a
company or a sole proprietorship?” What is
"1t"? What did you think "it" was?

MR. TASEW: Oh, I know, it"s just
only her. She"s the only owner. She®"s a 100
percent owner.

MEMBER JONES: And she was there?

MR. TASEW: She was there, yes.
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She was --

MEMBER JONES: So i1f she was
there, why didn®"t you present her to him?

MR. TASEW: The thing is, iInstead
of asking me that way or instead of trying to
do it that way, If he say "Where®s the owner?
Can | speak to the owner?'"™ 1 would take him
that.

The first thing he said was, they
come with a bill, they wanted me to open the
door, I opened the door. They told me that.
You already knew that. You are selling on
Sunday. You can"t sell beer on Sunday. |1
say, ""No, we can sell on Sunday. We have a
license."

"Where is the license?" | give
them the license.

MEMBER JONES: All right. Halt.

So this Investigator, an ABRA
Investigator came back to your establishment
after being sold beer on a Sunday. He noted

to you that he was sold beer. He noted to you
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that he felt like it was in violation of the
Voluntary Agreement. And you“re saying that
the first question you recall him asking you
was is 1t a company or a sole proprietorship?

MR. TASEW: No. The first thing --
the first thing he asked me was, immediately
asked me at the time, he asked me to open the
door. As soon as they get to the door, they
told me that you don®"t have any license to
sell beer. You are in violation.

I said ""Stop, sir, we are not in
violation. We have a license to sell on
Sunday. We have a Voluntary Agreement amended
by ABC Board. 1 can show you that.' He said,
"Okay, bring it out.”

So, | went to the cabinet, finding
the documents and half an hour later we shows
attached to that license, which I have it
here, and 1 presented that to him, they were
looking at it, they were talking together "How
many people®s dead? Who are these people?

These people are dead. Who is iInvestigate?
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Who investigate about these people dead?*
Those are the questions. |1 didn"t ask it.

Finally. ™"How many people dead?
You say this is -- yes. That"s what 1 know,
I don"t live here, but that information from
the neighborhood and from one of the signed
persons, this is the information that I have
been asking about was, | ask it there about
the Voluntary Agreement and all kinds of
stuff. They stay there for more than an hour
there. For more than an hour doing those
kinds of things.

And then after that, after that
even, the other guy, the skinny one, a little
bit skinner than him, then came back with the
old license. He never speak to the owner, he
never ask me about the owner, he never do
anything -- he was talking to me. He was
making a call to the ABC Board. The ABC Board
will answer him. 1 was asking gquestions. He
was answering them. He didn"t do that.

MEMBER JONES: So you just
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realized that you just said that he never
asked you for or about the owner?

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Yes.

MR. TASEW: Even the second time
he come.

MEMBER JONES: But no, do you
realize you just said that he never asked you
for or about the owner, but previously you®ve
indicated that the reason why you provided him
the information about your wife, If | remember
correctly, | may be off but we can check the
transcript. But you seemed to imply that the
reason why he provided the information about

your wife was because he asked "Is It a

company --"'

MR. TASEW: Yes.

MEMBER JONES: -- "or a sole
proprietorship?”

MR. TASEW: Sole proprietorship,
yes. Then 1 say it"s a 100 percent ownership,
sole proprietorship. So he said can you write

1t? |1 said, | write the name --
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MEMBER JONES: 1711 just say thank

you. I*m very confused. ITf you"re speaking
anything close to a credible level of truth,
I*m extremely confused about what you just
said.

But thank you, Madam Chair.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Yes, Mr.
Nophlin?

MEMBER NOPHLIN: Thank you.

Did you have any documents at all
with you to tell the Board the name of your
business, who owns the business? Do you have
any paperwork that the Investigator asked for?
Do you have anything in your files that we
could look at?

MR. TASEW: Now?

MEMBER NOPHLIN: Yes.

MR. TASEW: Yes.

MEMBER NOPHLIN: Thank you, Madam
Chair. Madam Chair, thank you.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Yes. Okay.

Thank you.
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Yes, Mr. Jones?

INVESTIGATOR JONES: Can 1 --

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Yes. Okay.

As | said, this was a Fact Finding
Hearing and we wanted to probe a little more
into the issues that have come forward with
respect to the Voluntary Agreement being
amended, that process, as well as, you know,
what happened with your representation of
ownership, et cetera. And 1 think 1 can speak
for the Board that we didn"t really get a
clear enough picture today to convince us that
there i1s no problem, that we"re absolutely
sure there wasn®"t any falsification. And I™m
not saying we“re drawing the conclusion that
there was, but i1t"s because we cannot draw the
other conclusion that there are issues here,
I would recommend that we send this to the
Office of Attorney General for them to
determine whether a Show Cause is in order.

MEMBER ALBERTI: 1 would second

the motion.
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CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay. Any

other comments? All right.

And there"s been a motion to send
this matter to Show Cause, to the Office of
Attorney General to Show Cause. All those iIn
favor say aye.

ALL: Aye.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Those opposed?
Those abstaining? Then the vote is 7-0-0.

Mr. Nophlin?

MEMBER NOPHLIN: Madam Chair, |
have all copies made so 1"m giving back the
originals.

CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay. Thank
you.

So you"ll get your originals. So
this will be with the Attorney General now.

Thank you very much for coming.

MEMBER MOBLEY: Thank you, Mr.
Jones.

(Whereupon, at 3:39 p.m. the Fact

Finding Hearing was adjourned.)
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