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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
+ + + + +
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL BOARD
+ + + + +
MEETING

þ-----------------------------»
IN THE MATTER OF:             :
                              :
Taj Mahal Enterprises, Ltd.   :
t/a Fiesta Restaurant & Lounge: Show Cause
1327 Connecticut Ave., NW     : Hearing
Retailer CR - ANC-2B          :
License No. 882               :
Case #11-CMP-00442            :
                              :
(Failed to File Quarterly     :
Statements)                   :
þ-----------------------------¼

                 April 11, 2012

            The Alcoholic Beverage Control
Board met in the Alcoholic Beverage Control
Hearing Room, 2000 14th Street, N.W., Suite
400S Washington, D.C. 20009, Chairperson
Ruthanne Miller, presiding.

PRESENT:

RUTHANNE MILLER, Chairperson
NICK ALBERTI, Member
DONALD BROOKS, Member 

HERMAN JONES, Member
CALVIN NOPHLIN, Member
MIKE SILVERSTEIN, Member
JEANNETTE MOBLEY, Member
ALSO PRESENT:

MICHAEL STERN, OAG
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1               P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

2                                     (12:57 p.m.)

3             MEMBER ALBERTI:  The next case of

4 the day is Case No. 11-CMP-00442.  This is a

5 Show Cause Hearing regarding Taj Mahal

6 Enterprises, Ltd. t/a Fiesta Restaurant and

7 Lounge, License No. 882.

8             I see the parties have come

9 forward.  Introductions, please.

10             MR. STERN:  Yes, Michael Stern

11 representing the District of Columbia.  Good

12 morning.

13             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Good morning, Mr.

14 Stern.

15             MS. TULI:  Mitul Tuli.

16             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Your name again?

17             MS. TULI:  Mitul.  Mitul.

18             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Mitul?

19             MS. TULI:  Yes.

20             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Mitul is your

21 last name or your first name?

22             MS. TULI:  First name.
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1             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Your last name

2 is?

3             MS. TULI:  Tuli.  Tuli.

4             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Spell it, please.

5             MS. TULI:  T-U-L-I.

6             MEMBER ALBERTI:  T-U-L-I.  And

7 what is -- Ms. Tuli, what is your position

8 with the establishment?

9             MS. TULI:  I'm the president.

10             MEMBER ALBERTI:  You're the

11 president?  Okay.  That's not what I'm seeing

12 as our records reflect, but we will deal with

13 that issue later.

14             MS. TULI:  Okay.  

15             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Someone may

16 contact you about what our records say.  But,

17 Mr. Stern, do you have anything to say about

18 this?

19             MR. STERN:  Yes, two things. 

20 First to add something to the ownership issue,

21 I know that Ms. Mitul, Ms. Tuli rather had

22 thought that the prior president had come down
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1 and made those changes.  They are both

2 scheduled to come down on Monday.

3             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay.  

4             MR. STERN:  They have spoken with

5 ABRA about that and straighten out the

6 situation.

7             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Excellent,

8 excellent.

9             MR. STERN:  As to --

10             MEMBER ALBERTI:  So we know that

11 that is being taken care of.  Thank you.

12             MR. STERN:  The parties have also

13 agreed to present an offer in compromise to

14 the Board, which we hope the Board will

15 accept.  The establishment will pay a fine of

16 $750 within 30 days to resolve this.

17             I should also tell the Board that

18 this quarterly statement was filed late.  It

19 was filed within 30 days of when it was due

20 and Ms. Tuli was -- had newly taken over the

21 responsibility of doing that and she had --

22 she sent a letter saying she had thought it
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1 was supposed to be 30 days later.

2             She filed it within the time frame

3 she thought it was going to be.  And since

4 that time, she has filed all of hers on time. 

5 So in that sense, that's the offer in

6 compromise and the explanation for why the --

7 though this is a third offense, the Government

8 is willing to accept the lowest possible fine

9 for that offense.

10             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Thank you. 

11 Good afternoon, Mr. Stern.

12             MR. STERN:  Good afternoon.

13             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Sorry.  I'm

14 Ruthanne Miller.  I'm the Chair and I was out

15 because I wasn't participating in the previous

16 case.  But I am participating in this as is

17 Ms. Mobley.  And I don't know if you saw when

18 I came in or whether I missed something.

19             I have heard there is an offer in

20 compromise of $750.  And I'm sorry, what is

21 your name, ma'am?

22             MS. TULI:  Ms. Tuli.
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1             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  And

2 the offer in compromise, that's agreeable to

3 you?

4             MS. TULI:  Yes, that's fine.

5             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  And

6 you were saying that it's on the low end, but

7 you were explaining the reasons.

8             MR. STERN:  Yes.  It's the lowest

9 potential fine for a third offense.

10             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Yes.

11             MR. STERN:  But there were

12 extenuating circumstances here which we

13 believe justified that.  This was filed less

14 than 30 days late.  She wrote a letter, I

15 mean, afterwards saying that she thought that

16 the deadline was 30 days later than it was and

17 she had just -- this was the first time she

18 had taken over the responsibility for filing

19 it.

20             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  

21             MR. STERN:  And they have since

22 filed all of theirs on time.
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1             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  That's

2 good.  And when would the $750 be paid?

3             MR. STERN:  Within 30 days.

4             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Within 30

5 days.  Okay.  Any questions by Board Members? 

6 Okay.  Okay.  I would move then that we accept

7 this offer in compromise of $750 to be paid

8 within 30 days.

9             Is there a second?

10             MEMBER BROOKS:  Second.

11             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  All those in

12 favor say aye.

13             ALL:  Aye.

14             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  All those

15 opposed?  All those abstaining?  Then the vote

16 is 7-0-0 to accept this offer in compromise.

17             Okay.  Thank you very much.

18             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Ms. Tuli, thank

19 you for your patience.

20             MS. TULI:  Thank you.

21             MEMBER ALBERTI:  We regret the

22 delay.
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1             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  I think --

2             MR. STERN:  Thank you.

3             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Thank you.

4             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Thank you.

5             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Thank you, Mr.

6 Stern.

7             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  That

8 completes the matters for the morning

9 calendar.

10             MEMBER ALBERTI:  No, we still

11 have --

12             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  No?  We have

13 another one?

14             MEMBER ALBERTI:  We still have the

15 remainder of the previous hearing.

16             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Oh, you are

17 still in the hearing.  Okay.  

18             MEMBER ALBERTI:  We suspended it

19 just to take care of this.

20             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Oh, my, okay.

21       (Whereupon, the hearing in the above-

22 entitled matter was concluded at 1:02 p.m.)
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