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                              :
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1               P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

2                                       11:56 a.m.

3             MR. GONZALEZ:  Okay.  I'm going to

4 call your case, which is Justin's Caf‚, 1025

5 1st Street, S.E., right, License 83690 in 6D. 

6 It's a one-day substantial change application

7 for a block party.

8             Okay.  Would you introduce

9 yourself for the record?

10             MR. GONZALEZ:  My name's Jos‚

11 Gonzalez.

12             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  And

13 our investigator?

14             INVESTIGATOR GHENENE: 

15 Investigator Ghenene with ABRA.

16             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  So I

17 have from you, Mr. Gonzalez, an authorization

18 by Justin Ross, the owner, for you to speak on

19 behalf of the caf‚ at this fact finding

20 hearing.

21             MR. GONZALEZ:  Yes.

22             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  I
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1 don't have any concern about this.  Does

2 anybody else have a concern for him speaking

3 for Mr. Ross?

4             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Oh, no.

5             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  So

6 we'll keep this in the record.  Great.  Okay. 

7 So as long as you can give us the information,

8 that's fine.

9             MR. GONZALEZ:  All right.

10             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  I don't know,

11 you may have been listening to some part of

12 the other case, I don't know, but basically we

13 sent, or the Agency sent Mr. Ross some letters

14 as a guide to the information we're seeking

15 about the event.  Did you see that letter?

16             MR. GONZALEZ:  What I have here is

17 the regarding License No. for the one-day

18 substantial change on March 23rd.

19             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  March 23rd

20 letter then with the questions?

21             MR. GONZALEZ:  And these are the

22 questions for a fact finding.
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1             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Yes.

2             MR. GONZALEZ:  And we have

3 responses to all those.

4             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Great.  Okay. 

5 So first we are interested in just getting a

6 sense of what's the nature of this block

7 party?

8             MR. GONZALEZ:  Well, this will be

9 the beginning of our third season as our

10 anniversary, the second anniversary, April

11 16th, for Justin's Caf‚.  So this will be the

12 beginning of our third baseball season.  We're

13 closely located to the Nats stadium.

14             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Yes.

15             MR. GONZALEZ:  And we really enjoy

16 the crowds.  And I think that what we've

17 decided to do here is, with an organization

18 for charity, operate a for-profit operation in

19 closing the block down to include the, you

20 know, folks from the Nats game and the

21 neighborhood that we've begin -- you know,

22 become to appreciate, sorry, over the last two
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1 years of operating.  

2             So it's a lovely neighborhood, you

3 know, and we are really looking forward to

4 doing this as just sort of an excellent

5 charity event, but for profit for the caf‚.

6             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  So it's the

7 caf‚ doing -- what is the caf‚ actually going

8 to do?

9             MR. GONZALEZ:  The caf‚ will be

10 operating separately as we have different food

11 items and, you know, we're going to be doing

12 the same sort of thing, and it will be

13 separate from the event.  You'll have to leave

14 the event and walk down the sidewalk and then,

15 you know, gain access to the restaurant.  

16             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Your

17 affiliated with some event --

18             MR. GONZALEZ:  We are --

19             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  -- that you

20 have walk from?

21             MR. GONZALEZ:  We have to separate

22 the event from Justin's Caf‚ both because we
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1 feel that to have another access or

2 entrance/egress to the event would add some

3 confusion in terms of communications for our

4 security and the Metropolitan Police.  We

5 would like it if we just kept it with the --

6 you know, just the eight-foot entrance and

7 exit on both ends.  And then we could operate

8 with, you know, just sort of entrance and exit

9 here by the caf‚.  Will be more of like a --

10 for people in the restaurant to sort of just

11 get in and out and gain faster access to it. 

12             So when you see that -- that's

13 this one here on the western side of the lot. 

14 That will not be for patrons.  They'll have to

15 leave this event and come around, because we

16 serve hard liquor in the restaurant.  You

17 won't be able to gain access to the event with

18 hard liquor.  You'll have to have the separate

19 cups and things of that nature that we'll be

20 serving inside the event, which will be like

21 designated cups for beer, you know, out of the

22 event.  You will not be able to take drinks
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1 out of the event and into Justin's Caf‚, as

2 that will cause some confusion between, you

3 know, what is served inside the restaurant and

4 what is served inside the event.

5             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  Can we

6 back up?  What is the event?

7             MR. GONZALEZ:  Sorry about that. 

8 The event is -- we're going to be serving two

9 local -- we're doing local breweries, so

10 that's D.C. Brau and Port City.  And we are

11 also going to have live music, a stage on the

12 premises, and the charity SMART; that's S-M-A-

13 R-T, for inner city youth after school

14 baseball.  And they work together with Cal

15 Ripkin's D.C. Grays.  

16             So it's a program for youth after

17 school programs.  And they're also obviously

18 local.  So the idea is that it's an all-local

19 event.  And that we'll be doing this sort of

20 for the community in both, you know, regards

21 -- regard to the beers that we'll be

22 distributing, the music that we'll be
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1 featuring and the charity that will be helping

2 to raise funds.  

3             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  I don't know

4 if other Board members are confused, but I am

5 a little bit confused, because you're talking

6 about an event and then you're talking about

7 keeping your restaurant separate from the

8 event, but it's related to the event?

9             MR. GONZALEZ:  It's the Justin's

10 Caf‚ Block Party.  It's right in front of

11 Justin's Caf‚.

12             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  That's right. 

13 It's a block party.  There's a block party. 

14 Is the block party the big event that you're

15 referring to?

16             MR. GONZALEZ:  That is the

17 substantial change that we're trying to do. 

18 We'll be operating the restaurant in its

19 normal capacity and then the event will be the

20 completely -- you know, the addition, the

21 change is the block party.  So I don't -- I'm

22 sorry, this is my first time and I'm not
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1 really sure exactly what you're looking for.

2             MEMBER ALBERTI:  I think that I

3 understand.

4             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  

5             MEMBER ALBERTI:  I mean, Justin's

6 Caf‚ is sponsoring this.  All right?  

7             MEMBER MOBLEY:  Right.

8             MR. GONZALEZ:  We're doing all 

9 the --

10             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Right, right.

11             MR. GONZALEZ:  Sorry.  

12             MEMBER ALBERTI:  But they're

13 creating a block party area which happens to

14 be in front of Justin's Caf‚.  

15             MR. GONZALEZ:  Correct.

16             MEMBER ALBERTI:  And I think what

17 Mr. Gonzalez started off by telling us is that

18 there will be no intermingling of drinks

19 between the event and Justin's Caf‚ in terms

20 of people will not be able to walk back and

21 forth between the two events.

22             MR. GONZALEZ:  We feel that to be
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1 much safer, correct.

2             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Absolutely.

3             MR. GONZALEZ:  You've understood

4 me correctly.

5             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Yes.  So in a way

6 Justin's Caf‚ is essentially operating

7 separately from the event in terms of --

8             MR. GONZALEZ:  The personnel --

9             MEMBER ALBERTI:  In terms of

10 service. 

11             MR. GONZALEZ:  Right.

12             MEMBER ALBERTI:  In terms of

13 service.

14             MR. GONZALEZ:  The same -- 

15             MEMBER ALBERTI:  You're going to

16 provide the personnel.

17             MR. GONZALEZ:  There will be the

18 same provisions.  Right.  Exactly.

19             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Right, right. 

20 And we're going to get to that.  

21             MR. GONZALEZ:  Yes.

22             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Who you have at
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1 the event itself, the block party.

2             MR. GONZALEZ:  I think I got a

3 little carried away after hearing the last

4 fact finding.

5             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Right.

6             MR. GONZALEZ:  I sort of went 

7 into --

8             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Right.  Well, I'm

9 understanding.

10             MR. GONZALEZ:  Yes.

11             MEMBER ALBERTI:  And I appreciate

12 your going through the fact that you're going

13 to have -- I think you said you're going to

14 have distinctive cups at the event --

15             MR. GONZALEZ:  Yes.

16             MEMBER ALBERTI:  -- so that you

17 won't have someone in Justin's Caf‚ with 

18 that --

19             MR. GONZALEZ:  Transparent,

20 distinctive cups and, you know, right.

21             MEMBER ALBERTI:  So we'll know

22 where they purchased the alcohol, whether they
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1 purchased it from the restaurant proper or

2 they purchased it from the event?

3             MR. GONZALEZ:  Correct.

4             MEMBER ALBERTI:  So you've sort --

5 you've set up a firewall.  There's -- the sale

6 of alcohol is controlled separately for the

7 event and Justin's?

8             MR. GONZALEZ:  Correct.  From a

9 logistical standpoint it will sort of seem as

10 one.  In terms of the personnel that we will

11 be using and rotating those sorts of things

12 are definitely going to take place.  And we

13 feel that to be best because of the

14 familiarity our folks do have.

15             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Sure.

16             MR. GONZALEZ:  You know, in terms

17 of like they're going to act as porters, you

18 know, helping us move trash or things of that

19 nature as they are needed, you know, to be

20 done.  You know, what better personnel to

21 implement there than the people that we

22 already have, you know, for the use of both
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1 the block party area and the Justin's Caf‚'s

2 area as they are operating separately?

3             MEMBER ALBERTI:  And I think the

4 concern, I suspect the concern that the Chair

5 has and that I'm having is how do you

6 communicate this to the public that it's not

7 all one big party and you can just walk freely

8 from Justin's to the event area and back?

9             MR. GONZALEZ:  We're going to --

10             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  I mean, that

11 can be sort of an expectation that the public

12 may have.

13             MR. GONZALEZ:  Of course.  Well,

14 it's going to be very clear.  We're going to

15 have orange mesh fencing all around this block

16 party.  You can see there's a 20-foot

17 separation between the structure and the

18 actual block party itself.  So from the

19 structure of the Velocity Condominium, that

20 actually takes you off of the curb and down

21 onto the street.  So now you're not even up

22 and near the building.  
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1             When people are approaching this

2 event, they're going to have a clear -- it's

3 going to be clearly defined that this thing is

4 going on separate from the operation of

5 Justin's Caf‚ in terms of, you know, where

6 they're able to move from one place to

7 another.  They're not going to be seeing the

8 same thing.  It's not going to be an

9 intermingled mess.

10             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Just for my

11 information, Justin's Caf‚ is located in what

12 kind of building?  Describe the building it's

13 located in.

14             MR. GONZALEZ:  It's a 14-story

15 condominium on the southeast corner of the --

16 I'm sorry, I'm not --

17             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Of I Street or K

18 Street?

19             MR. GONZALEZ:  Yes, so this is 1st

20 and --

21             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Or 1st Street,

22 right.
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1             MR. GONZALEZ:  -- and L Street

2 here.

3             MEMBER ALBERTI:  So this is 1st

4 Street?

5             MR. GONZALEZ:  Yes.  So 1st Street

6 is what we're looking at going along here. 

7 And then on the south side is I Street.  The

8 Velocity Building is down here.  You can sort

9 of see -- I don't know if your copy would be

10 better.

11             MEMBER ALBERTI:  No, I --

12             MR. GONZALEZ:  Justin's Caf‚ is

13 sort of right down here.

14             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Right.  Right,

15 but this is going --

16             MR. GONZALEZ:  Yes.

17             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Orienting it this

18 way, this is north and south here.

19             MR. GONZALEZ:  Correct.

20             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.

21             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Yes, I got you. 

22 So that's helpful to visualize, you know, what
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1 on one side of this event's going to be.  It's

2 a tall 14-story building.

3             MR. GONZALEZ:  Yes.

4             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  

5             MEMBER ALBERTI:  All right.

6             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  So there's

7 only one event.  It's the block party, right?

8             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Yes.

9             MR. GONZALEZ:  One event.  Block

10 party.  

11             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.

12             MR. GONZALEZ:  Yes.

13             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  

14             MR. GONZALEZ:  And it's outside

15 Justin's Caf‚.

16             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  And

17 there's fencing in front of Justin's Caf‚ so

18 that it does not overflow into the caf‚,

19 right?

20             MR. GONZALEZ:  Correct.

21             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  So the

22 only connection with it is going to be servers
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1 from Justin's Caf‚ that are going to work at

2 the block party?  Is that what you said?

3             MR. GONZALEZ:  Personnel-wise,

4 yes.

5             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  And

6 what's the food going to be at the block

7 party?

8             MR. GONZALEZ:  The food in the

9 block party will be served by Dangerously

10 Delicious Pies.

11             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Yes.

12             MR. GONZALEZ:  They have a

13 satellite location on H Street, but they're

14 originally from Baltimore.  And they've even

15 been on the Food Network for both their savory

16 and sweet pies.  Very delicious.  And we serve

17 them regularly out of the caf‚, so we just

18 decided to feature them as an -- you know, for

19 the block party.

20             We also will have Freshii, which

21 is sort of a eco-friendly and very healthy

22 lunch style.  You know, I think they have a
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1 couple locations in the city.  

2             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.

3             MR. GONZALEZ:  I think they have

4 three locations now in D.C.  

5             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  I know them.

6             MR. GONZALEZ:  They're thing is

7 sort of like a lunchtime, you know, quick go-

8 to spot.

9             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Yes.

10             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Yes.

11             MR. GONZALEZ:  So the idea is that

12 we're staying, you know, fresh, local and just

13 making sure that people are eating healthy and

14 things like that.  And we certainly want to

15 encourage the eating, you know, after and

16 before the baseball game.  

17             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  So

18 April 5th?  Today?  No.

19             MR. GONZALEZ:  Today is --

20             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Today is the

21 hearing.  April 14th.  April 14th is the

22 event.
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1             MR. GONZALEZ:  April 14th is the

2 day, correct.

3             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Sorry.  I saw

4 that date on this letter.  I thought April

5 5th.

6             MR. GONZALEZ:  No worries.

7             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  April

8 14th.  What are the hours?

9             MR. GONZALEZ:  11:00 a.m. to 9:00

10 p.m.  

11             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  And

12 did you say whether there was going to be any

13 music or anything like that?

14             MR. GONZALEZ:  There will be

15 music.  Let me get the exact specifications on

16 it.  Okay.  There's going to be a 20-foot by

17 24-foot stage.  It's actually going to roll in

18 on a truck.  These folks are -- you know,

19 we've had them.  They're doing the sound, the

20 truck, everything.  A professional -- I don't

21 have with me the name of the company.

22             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Yes.
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1             MR. GONZALEZ:  But they, you know,

2 came out and gave us the quote and then they

3 handed us the schematics, which I also do not

4 have here.  But it will have live music on

5 that stage.  It's four or five -- looks like

6 stilts and everything.  And it also has on top

7 of it a lighting apparatus that, you know, is

8 sort of built in to this thing.  So it's a

9 very quick but sturdy stage that sort of

10 unfolds.  

11             And we're going to have a rock

12 cover band playing for two hours before and

13 two hours after the game.  And then outside of

14 that but during the operating hours we'll have

15 a DJ.

16             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  And

17 how many people do you expect?

18             MR. GONZALEZ:  I believe it's 550.

19             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  And are you

20 having any security?

21             MR. GONZALEZ:  We have five MPD

22 and seven security.  They're folks that we
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1 hired -- we've been using for the last two

2 years during baseball games.  So they in

3 addition to, you know, the police are familiar

4 with he area, and the police will be the main

5 source of like coms and -- communications; I'm

6 sorry, and the security of the event.

7             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  And I

8 remember you said something about this being

9 your third season, but I wasn't sure.  Is it

10 your third time doing this kind of a block

11 party?

12             MR. GONZALEZ:  We have never had a

13 block party before.

14             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Oh.

15             MR. GONZALEZ:  This is the -- yes.

16             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  This is the

17 first time doing a block party?  Okay.  

18             MR. GONZALEZ:  And going into the

19 third season, we're, you know, excited about

20 doing an event like this finally.  Justin's

21 Caf‚ is such a small spot.  You know, there's

22 really a big need for, you know, sort of a
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1 bigger facilitation of the crowds that come

2 out of the stadium now as we wait for more

3 restaurants and places to come into that

4 neighborhood.

5             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  So Justin's

6 Caf‚ is not offering any food though, just

7 service?

8             MR. GONZALEZ:  We will offer food.

9             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Oh, you're

10 offering food?

11             MR. GONZALEZ:  We're going to

12 change the style of our menu so that we're not

13 actually waiting for like hot, you know,

14 meals.  We're expecting a higher volume, so we

15 will have things that are like, you know, pre-

16 portioned and set onto like hot trays, like

17 over sternos.  You know, like pizza by the

18 slice instead of having to get the whole pizza

19 down, or you know, maybe half sandwiches

20 instead of waiting for full -- and, you know,

21 made to order.  It'll be sort of like a

22 preset, you know, menu.
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1             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  So is

2 you restaurant going to be open at the same

3 time, or no?

4             MR. GONZALEZ:  It will be, yes.

5             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  Does

6 it cost anything to go to this block party?

7             MR. GONZALEZ:  Admission is free

8 to the event.

9             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  And what

10 about the alcohol?  How are you serving the

11 alcohol and what are you serving?

12             MR. GONZALEZ:  We're going to have

13 two large ticket stands.  We'll be serving --

14 when -- you'll purchase a ticket to get a beer

15 at the opposite end of the event, so across

16 the street.  You'll go to purchase your

17 ticket.  A member of Justin's Caf‚ alongside

18 MPD will check your ID and then you'll be

19 given a stamp on both hands.  It's a Justin's

20 Caf‚ stamp that we've made and it is like an

21 official custom made, you know, that we have

22 had delivered stamp.  It's like two inches big



202-234-4433
Neal R. Gross & Co., Inc.

Page 24

1 on your hand.  And then we'll give those

2 stamps on both hands to individuals over 21

3 and they can then take their ticket to

4 purchase -- well, sorry, to redeem their

5 ticket for a beer on the other side of the

6 street.

7             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  And who's

8 going to do the checking for the ID?

9             MR. GONZALEZ:  We have our staff

10 working with like our bartenders and the MPD

11 checking the IDs.

12             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  MPDs going to

13 check IDs?

14             MR. GONZALEZ:  Well, they're going

15 to be there, because they're going to be

16 nearby because of that's where the cash is

17 going to be happening.  It's the only place

18 where outside and in the event cash will be

19 transferred other than with like Freshii and

20 Dangerously Delicious.

21             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Yes.  Right.

22             MR. GONZALEZ:  But on our end
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1 that's the only place where cash is going to

2 be, you know, handed.

3             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Tickets are sold

4 outside the event space, is that what I'm

5 hearing?

6             MR. GONZALEZ:  Tickets are sold

7 inside the event space.  

8             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay.  I

9 misunderstood you.  Okay.

10             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  But,

11 no, but so your bartender has experience

12 checking ID?

13             MR. GONZALEZ:  Yes.

14             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  Are

15 you sure MPD's going to check ID?  I didn't

16 know that they did that?

17             MR. GONZALEZ:  I sort of imagine

18 them -- if there's any -- it'll be the

19 bartenders checking IDs --

20             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.

21             MR. GONZALEZ:  -- at those ticket

22 stations.
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1             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  All right. 

2 And is the process going to be just, you know,

3 one bartender checking IDs?  Are there going

4 to be any duplicate checks?

5             MR. GONZALEZ:  There's going to be

6 duplicate checks and rotations of those

7 individuals.  So we're not only going to, you

8 know, have them looking at IDs -- and if they

9 need, you know, assistance with that -- I'm

10 sure there will be cases where, you know,

11 maybe something needs a second look, but our

12 interest is not to, you know, mess with that

13 situation.  If there's a suspicion of under

14 21, that person will not be served any tickets

15 or given any stamps.

16             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  Well,

17 if you have the police right there, that might

18 be a deterrent.

19             MR. GONZALEZ:  That's true.  We

20 imagine that they'll be a great help.

21             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  How

22 many places are you going to be serving
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1 drinks?

2             MR. GONZALEZ:  There's going to be

3 multiple tables, but it will be one location. 

4 It'll be consolidated to one location in the

5 event.

6             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Right.  Okay.

7             MR. GONZALEZ:  But there will be

8 like -- there's like keg pouring jockeys. 

9 Those are all going to be on the same table

10 line.

11             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.

12             MR. GONZALEZ:  So as tables will

13 be connected, there's only going to be one

14 place where you will be able to walk up and

15 get beers.  

16             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Oh, they'll

17 be in kegs?

18             MR. GONZALEZ:  Yes.

19             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  So

20 then one check when you get in with -- for

21 your ID?  You're 21, you get your stamp and

22 then that's it, right?
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1             MR. GONZALEZ:  We're expecting a

2 lot of families and things like that from the

3 ball game.

4             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Yes.

5             MR. GONZALEZ:  So you're going to

6 have, you know, parents and their kids and

7 things like that.

8             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Yes.

9             MR. GONZALEZ:  So, you know,

10 everybody's going to kind of be -- they're

11 going to be together, but these stamps are

12 going to help us know whether or not you are

13 21.

14             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  Well,

15 let me ask you this:  Okay?  And I understand

16 you figure it's going to be a lot of families

17 and stuff, but let's say there are 18-year-

18 olds or whatever in there, too, mingling. 

19 They're just going to be able to go up to a

20 keg and pour the drink?  I mean, who's going

21 to look at their stamp at that point?

22             MR. GONZALEZ:  The person serving. 
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1 We will also have bartenders serving the

2 drinks alongside the brewers from the

3 breweries, those local breweries, D.C. Brau

4 and Port City.

5             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  

6             MR. GONZALEZ:  So where they need

7 help making sure that the stamps are on the

8 hands, the brewers will take over and they

9 will be doing the -- you know, pour beers.  So

10 our same people are also going to be making

11 sure that there is a clear mark on both of

12 your hands that you are 21.  So at those

13 stations for -- there will be a ticketing and

14 stamping station and then there will be a

15 second check of making sure that nobody is

16 served alcohol that does not have a clear

17 stamp on their hands.  

18             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  So they're

19 going to be served the beer?  They're not

20 going to go up and help themselves?

21             MR. GONZALEZ:  There's no self-

22 service beer at this event.
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1             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  Okay.

2             MR. GONZALEZ:  Absolutely no.

3             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  All right. 

4 Other questions?

5             MEMBER ALBERTI:  I have a bunch of

6 questions.

7             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Yes.  Yes, go

8 ahead.  

9             MEMBER ALBERTI:  But first of all,

10 before I get to my questions, Madam Chair --

11             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Yes.

12             MEMBER ALBERTI:  -- and, Mr.

13 Gonzalez, I hope you can respect this, I'm

14 concerned about the stamps and I would prefer

15 that the event use wristbanding.

16             MR. GONZALEZ:  Okay.

17             MEMBER ALBERTI:  I mean, we have

18 seen that work really well with people.  I

19 myself have occasionally gone to bars that use

20 stamps and, you know, people use magic

21 markers, you know, and people aren't checking

22 them as well.  Wristbands work so much better.
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1             MR. GONZALEZ:  We will use

2 wristbands.

3             MEMBER ALBERTI:  So if you could,

4 let us know what color wristbands you're going

5 to use.

6             MR. GONZALEZ:  Neon green.

7             MEMBER ALBERTI:  And those snap-on

8 wristbands, they're cheap.

9             MR. GONZALEZ:  We have tieback

10 neon green wristbands.

11             MEMBER ALBERTI:  And they're the

12 ones that snap on?

13             MR. GONZALEZ:  No, they're the

14 ones that if you remove them, you can't --

15             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Right.  Right.

16             MR. GONZALEZ:  -- reattach them. 

17 Yes.

18             MEMBER ALBERTI:  They go on with a

19 little snap, right?

20             MR. GONZALEZ:  It's a one-time

21 thing.

22             MEMBER ALBERTI:  The tieback, like
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1 you have to cut them off?

2             MR. GONZALEZ:  You can't, you

3 know, pass them onto anybody.

4             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Great.

5             MEMBER ALBERTI:  We would 

6 really --

7             MR. GONZALEZ:  Neon green. 

8 They're --

9             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Great.  I kind of

10 figured you'd be open to that.  Great.  

11             MR. GONZALEZ:  We have them now. 

12 I suspected that that might go --

13             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Yes, that will be

14 much better.

15             MR. GONZALEZ:  -- that that might

16 go this way at this meeting.

17             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Much better. 

18 Okay.  Now, I'm seeing -- first of all, this

19 is going to be fenced with orange fencing.  Is

20 that what I'm understanding?  And how high is

21 the fencing?

22             MR. GONZALEZ:  Four feet.
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1             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Four feet?  But

2 you have five MPD and seven staff, security

3 staff, right?

4             MR. GONZALEZ:  Correct.

5             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Who will be

6 responsible for monitoring the perimeter of

7 that fence to make sure that people aren't

8 handing drinks over the fence?

9             MR. GONZALEZ:  There's going to be

10 MPD and the security staff.  There's going to

11 be MPD primarily at the two north and south

12 locations and they will have to keep an eye on

13 the area of fencing there on the street.

14             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Right.

15             MR. GONZALEZ:  And then for the

16 sidewalk area we'll use the security -- the

17 non-MPD security to keep an eye on that

18 perimeter.

19             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay.  And you'll

20 have people who are responsible especially for

21 that sort of thing?

22             MR. GONZALEZ:  Oh, mainly for the
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1 line of defense.

2             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay.

3             MR. GONZALEZ:  But I believe that

4 the stations for our vendors, the beer and the

5 stage and the toilets are going to create

6 enough of a space in so many places that is

7 keeping people --

8             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay.

9             MR. GONZALEZ:  -- further 

10 within --

11             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Very good.

12             MR. GONZALEZ:  -- the event than

13 the fencing would permit.  

14             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay.

15             MR. GONZALEZ:  So anybody near the

16 fence is going to look pretty suspicious in

17 this particular style is what I mean to say.

18             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Right.  Okay. 

19 Good.  Good.

20             MR. GONZALEZ:  There will not be a

21 lot of flow around the fences.

22             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay.  Very good. 
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1 I see three entrances and exits.

2             MR. GONZALEZ:  Yes.

3             MEMBER ALBERTI:  So, okay.  Run

4 this through me again.  You get ID checked

5 when you buy tickets, is that what it is?

6             MR. GONZALEZ:  You're ID checked

7 when you buy tickets.

8             MEMBER ALBERTI:  When you buy

9 tickets?  Okay.  Here's the problem I'm

10 having:  This is going to be a big crowd and

11 people of all ages.  It's easy for people to

12 hand off beers.  So one of the reasons we have

13 wristbanding is to ensure that you can

14 identify who should have a beer in their hand. 

15 You're only selling beer, correct?

16             MR. GONZALEZ:  Only beer.

17             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay.  Will they

18 be in distinctive cups?

19             MR. GONZALEZ:  Distinctive cups,

20 transparent.

21             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay.  So the

22 roamers through the place will be able to
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1 identify if someone's got a beer in their hand

2 and don't have a wrist -- and that's the other

3 reason I want --

4             MR. GONZALEZ:  That's correct.

5             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.

6             MEMBER ALBERTI:  -- the

7 wristbands, so they'll be able to identify by

8 the wristband.  Okay.  

9             MR. GONZALEZ:  That's correct.

10             MEMBER ALBERTI:  All right.  

11             MR. GONZALEZ:  From any angle with

12 the wristband.

13             MEMBER ALBERTI:  All right. 

14 Because I mean sometimes these events people

15 get -- everyone over 21, whether they're

16 drinking or not, gets wristbanded on the way

17 in.  But that's not your procedure and I'm not

18 going to force you into that.  I'm just

19 letting you know where I'm coming from in

20 asking these questions.

21             MR. GONZALEZ:  Yes, sir.

22             MEMBER ALBERTI:  So you're going
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1 to have people in there who choose not to

2 drink and aren't going to be wristbanded.  

3             MR. GONZALEZ:  Correct.

4             MEMBER ALBERTI:  So you're going

5 to have a mix of people in there; that's my

6 point.  

7             Entrances and exits.  Where are

8 you selling tickets?

9             MR. GONZALEZ:  Right here.  You

10 can see this -- by -- sorry, this is the

11 southwest corner by this beverage tent.

12             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay.  

13             MR. GONZALEZ:  North is the K

14 Street side.

15             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Yes, north is K

16 Street.

17             MR. GONZALEZ:  Yes, so I is the

18 south.

19             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Southwest.

20             MR. GONZALEZ:  Or, L is.  I'm

21 sorry.

22             MEMBER ALBERTI:  So it says --
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1 down by that beverage tent?

2             MR. GONZALEZ:  Yes.

3             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay.  Down by

4 that beverage tent.  The beverage tents are

5 only selling soft drinks and water?

6             MR. GONZALEZ:  This one -- yes,

7 those will be non-alcoholic beverages with

8 separate containers.

9             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay.  And the

10 beer is being -- beer concession is where?

11             MR. GONZALEZ:  The beer concession

12 will be on the opposite side of 1st Street.

13             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Opposite side of

14 1st Street?  Okay.  So across the other --

15             MR. GONZALEZ:  Between the stage

16 and the southeast beverage tent.

17             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay.  Got you. 

18 All right.  And that's the only beer

19 dispensing station?

20             MR. GONZALEZ:  Correct.

21             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay.

22             MR. GONZALEZ:  There's only one
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1 place to get beer.

2             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay.  And you'll

3 have staff, security staff stationed at all of

4 the exits to make sure people aren't taking

5 beer --

6             MR. GONZALEZ:  Yes.  Yes.

7             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay.  Let me see

8 if there's anything else I wanted to ask you

9 about that.  I can't think of anything right

10 now.  But we have an agreement that you'll use

11 the bands, which is great.

12             MR. GONZALEZ:  Those will be used.

13             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Good.

14             MR. GONZALEZ:  Absolutely.

15             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Good.  Thank you. 

16 Oh, the other thing is how many tickets can

17 people buy at a time?

18             MR. GONZALEZ:  Five is what the

19 limit will be.  So if you're buying a ticket,

20 you may be in the line buying a ticket for

21 some person, some other --

22             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Yes, that's fine.
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1             MR. GONZALEZ:  -- you know, person

2 who didn't wait in line.

3             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Yes.

4             MEMBER ALBERTI:  What about

5 dispensing beers?  How many beers can you give

6 to one person

7             MR. GONZALEZ:  You can only carry

8 two beers away from that table.

9             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Excellent.  Very

10 good.  Thank you.

11             MR. GONZALEZ:  Yes, sir.

12             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  But you can

13 come back, right?  Yes.

14             MR. GONZALEZ:  The security staff

15 will be dutied with making sure that upon

16 entry and while they are in the event are, you

17 know, observed as, you know, not intoxicated.

18             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Yes.  Okay.

19             MR. GONZALEZ:  And they will be a

20 big point for the reentry, especially after

21 the game.  You know, when the game is over --

22 it's a 4:00 game.
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1             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Right.

2             MR. GONZALEZ:  There's only going

3 to be after the game about two hours of

4 operating since we're finishing at 9:00.  So

5 if the game's at 4:00, usually about a three-

6 hour event, so 7:00 to 9:00.  And we like the

7 fact that point is short because we're going

8 to make sure that everyone that comes back in

9 is not in any bad condition in terms of

10 alcohol, you know, looking drunk or

11 intoxicated.

12             MEMBER ALBERTI:  So the game ends

13 at 4:00 and you're open until --

14             MR. GONZALEZ:  The games starts at

15 4:00.  We're imagining 7:00 is the finish and

16 9:00 is the end of operating.

17             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Oh, the game

18 starts at 4:00, right?

19             MR. GONZALEZ:  Yes.

20             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Right.  And you

21 open when?

22             MR. GONZALEZ:  11:00 a.m.
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1             MEMBER ALBERTI:  At 11:00?  So

2 what's your peak period before the game, do

3 you think?

4             MR. GONZALEZ:  Probably between

5 2:00 and 4:00.

6             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay.  So 2:00

7 and 4:00 and then after the game until 9:00?

8             MR. GONZALEZ:  Yes, it's a

9 Saturday.  We don't expect to pick up like

10 right away.  You know, some people probably --

11             MEMBER ALBERTI:  All right.  This

12 is helpful for our investigators, because

13 we'll probably have someone swing by.

14             MR. GONZALEZ:  Yes, sir.

15             MEMBER ALBERTI:  They'll be down

16 there anyway, so --

17             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Oh, yes.  I

18 have a question.  Did you say you have a

19 policy about intoxicated persons?  Like who

20 removes them or who --

21             MR. GONZALEZ:  They would be

22 ejected by the security staff and by the MPD,
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1 with the assistance of the MPD, but primarily

2 by the security staff.

3             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  And

4 what is somebody is in need of assistance

5 because they've had too much to drink or, you

6 know, they can't just leave?

7             MR. GONZALEZ:  Well, we attempt to

8 escort them out of the event and probably into

9 our operating Justin's Caf‚.

10             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Yes.

11             MR. GONZALEZ:  Because, you know,

12 that we have more at our disposal in terms of,

13 you know, sink, water, whatever, you know,

14 toilet, you know, with a door.

15             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Yes.

16             MR. GONZALEZ:  An actual toilet.

17             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Right.

18             MR. GONZALEZ:  Yes.  And obviously

19 if there's response teams that need to be

20 called, we'd take care of that immediately.

21             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  One

22 more thing.  What do you mean by response
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1 teams?

2             MR. GONZALEZ:  Like an EMS.  Like

3 if somebody -- 

4             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Where you

5 would call someone?

6             MR. GONZALEZ:  Somebody may arrive

7 to the event, not even get in and they may be

8 in bad condition.

9             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Right.

10             MR. GONZALEZ:  You know, I mean,

11 there's --

12             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  You have a

13 number to call?

14             MR. GONZALEZ:  We have a number to

15 call.

16             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  Ms.

17 Mobley?

18             MEMBER MOBLEY:  Yes.  Mr.

19 Gonzalez, hello.

20             MR. GONZALEZ:  Hello.

21             MEMBER MOBLEY:  I heard you say

22 that you're going to have five Metropolitan
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1 Police Department officers.

2             MR. GONZALEZ:  Correct.

3             MEMBER MOBLEY:  And seven security

4 guards?

5             MR. GONZALEZ:  Yes.

6             MEMBER MOBLEY:  Okay.  Your

7 application says that you're employed a

8 private security company.  Do you have the

9 name of that company?

10             MR. GONZALEZ:  I do not have the

11 name of that company.  We have used --

12             MEMBER MOBLEY:  Can you tell us

13 something about the company?

14             MR. GONZALEZ:  Well, we've used

15 them for the last season and the season before

16 for baseball, and they've been more than

17 professional.  They're effective with good

18 sized crowds that we've had before and keeping

19 people in the places that we need them within

20 the confines of our operating in and outdoor. 

21 Like we have a patio at Justin's that we

22 operate with and they do an excellent job of
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1 keeping them in the confines of the

2 establishment.

3             MEMBER MOBLEY:  Okay.  Now my

4 understanding though that you're -- the

5 question that Board Member Alberti asked was

6 how are you going to avoid people from handing

7 drinks over the fence, and you said that you

8 were going to probably utilize the MPD and

9 maybe some of the security guards to keep

10 check on that.

11             MR. GONZALEZ:  Yes, it will be

12 primarily the security guards to keep an eye

13 on that fence as we'll have the MPD I think

14 primarily at the entrance and egress.

15             MEMBER MOBLEY:  Okay.  And the

16 reason I'm asking these questions, because

17 you're saying that you expect about 550

18 people.  Is that correct?

19             MR. GONZALEZ:  Yes.

20             MEMBER MOBLEY:  I mean, I'm just

21 concerned if you have enough security, because

22 we have children.  It's open to all ages.
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1             MR. GONZALEZ:  Okay.

2             MEMBER MOBLEY:  So I'm just

3 wondering if in fact you do have enough

4 security there.  

5             MR. GONZALEZ:  Yes.  I think that

6 we do.

7             MEMBER MOBLEY:  Okay.

8             MR. GONZALEZ:  And if we don't, we

9 have no problem changing, you know, the number

10 of personnel to the event.

11             MEMBER MOBLEY:  Okay.  Your

12 bartenders that are going to be serving the

13 drinks --

14             MR. GONZALEZ:  Yes?

15             MEMBER MOBLEY:  -- have they been

16 TIPS trained?

17             MR. GONZALEZ:  Yes, they have.

18             MEMBER MOBLEY:  Okay.  All right. 

19 Okay.  Well, if the rest of the Board members

20 are comfortable with the number of security,

21 you know, I'll go with that.  I just have a

22 little concern.
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1             MEMBER ALBERTI:  I think you have

2 a total of 12, right, dedicated security?

3             MR. GONZALEZ:  We have 12

4 including 5 Metropolitan Police.

5             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Five Metropolitan

6 and seven staff.

7             MEMBER MOBLEY:  Okay.

8             MEMBER ALBERTI:  So that's a total

9 of 12 for 550.

10             MEMBER MOBLEY:  Yes.  Okay.  All

11 right.  Okay.

12             MEMBER ALBERTI:  I think --

13             MR. GONZALEZ:  We were given the

14 suggestion of around one per hundred.

15             MEMBER MOBLEY:  Right.  Right.

16             MR. GONZALEZ:  So I think --

17             MEMBER ALBERTI:  One per 50 to

18 100.

19             MR. GONZALEZ:  Fifty to a hundred,

20 yes.

21             MEMBER ALBERTI:  You're within --

22             MEMBER MOBLEY:  Okay.
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1             MR. GONZALEZ:  Depending on the --

2             MEMBER MOBLEY:  All right.

3             MR. GONZALEZ:  -- type of --

4             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Yes.

5             MEMBER MOBLEY:  All right.  Thank

6 you.  

7             MEMBER ALBERTI:  We will probably

8 have some -- it's a new event, so especially

9 with new licensees who haven't had experience

10 we ask our investigative staff to pay

11 particular attention.

12             MR. GONZALEZ:  Absolutely.  It's

13 unprecedented and --

14             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Don't be

15 surprised if you see someone come by.  And

16 then they can be helpful if you have

17 questions, too.

18             MR. GONZALEZ:  We want to --

19             MEMBER ALBERTI:  I understand.

20             MR. GONZALEZ:  -- just absorb as

21 much as possible in terms of making sure we do

22 this right.
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1             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Right.

2             MR. GONZALEZ:  As it is

3 unprecedented in the neighborhood.

4             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Perfect.

5             MR. GONZALEZ:  There's no -- like

6 I don't think there's any existing battle of

7 like --

8             MEMBER ALBERTI:  No, we want --

9             MR. GONZALEZ:  -- we want to do --

10             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Right.

11             MR. GONZALEZ:  -- everything

12 exactly perfectly.

13             MEMBER ALBERTI:  We wanted to work

14 with you.

15             MR. GONZALEZ:  Yes.

16             MEMBER ALBERTI:  I just --

17             MEMBER MOBLEY:  absolutely.

18             MEMBER ALBERTI:  -- want to let

19 you know that, you know -- and they'll be

20 there to help you if you have questions.

21             MR. GONZALEZ:  So the two things

22 that we mainly talked about were beefing and
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1 really getting everybody a specific job in

2 terms of security so that they're more

3 responsive and have, you know, not so much a

4 broad responsibility.

5             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Yes.

6             MR. GONZALEZ:  So people can

7 narrow down their objective.

8             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Yes.

9             MR. GONZALEZ:  And then to use the

10 green neon wristbands, which we have already

11 obtained.

12             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Great.

13             MR. GONZALEZ:  You know, we can

14 also do the stamps in addition to that, if

15 you'd like.

16             MEMBER ALBERTI:  If you choose,

17 that's fine, but I'm really --

18             MR. GONZALEZ:  But guaranteed

19 stamp -- guaranteed wristband; sorry.

20             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Right.  Did

21 you have some concerns or questions?

22             INVESTIGATOR GHENENE:  Yes, I've
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1 got to questions.

2             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Yes.  Okay.

3             INVESTIGATOR GHENENE:  How are you

4 going to monitor the event area for capacity? 

5             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Good question.

6             INVESTIGATOR GHENENE:  As you

7 reach capacity, how are you going to monitor?

8             MR. GONZALEZ:  We're going to do a

9 head count and in addition a clicker for in

10 and out.

11             INVESTIGATOR GHENENE:  Okay.  And

12 the second thing is how many bartenders work

13 at Justin's?

14             MR. GONZALEZ:  We have eight

15 bartenders.

16             INVESTIGATOR GHENENE:  You have

17 eight?  So of those eight you're going to man

18 your restaurant, you're going to have --

19 because you said the bartenders are checking

20 IDs.

21             MR. GONZALEZ:  We're going to use

22 inside -- I'm sorry.  Inside the restaurant
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1 we're only going to have one bartender and

2 we're going to have more servers.  

3             INVESTIGATOR GHENENE:  Okay.  So

4 one bartender in the restaurant.  The

5 remaining seven are going to be responsible

6 for checking IDs and serving all the alcohol?

7             MR. GONZALEZ:  With the service of

8 the alcohol they'll be assisted by the brewers

9 from the two breweries.

10             INVESTIGATOR GHENENE:  Okay.  

11             MR. GONZALEZ:  So they will be

12 able to further commit their duties to making

13 sure that we are very clear on what's going on

14 in terms of the wristband usage and adherence

15 to that and, you know, making sure that

16 everything's coming out right in the right

17 cups, all those things are clear and in order.

18             INVESTIGATOR GHENENE:  Okay.

19             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  I had another

20 question.  You said you're working with a

21 charity, right?

22             MR. GONZALEZ:  Correct.
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1             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  And who else? 

2 SMART and somebody else?

3             MR. GONZALEZ:  Well, SMART is

4 actually -- they work together with the D.C.

5 Grays -- 

6             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Oh, yes. 

7 Okay.

8             MR. GONZALEZ:  -- which is a, I

9 believe, collegiate, you know, athletic --

10             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Are they

11 providing any volunteers for this event or

12 anything like that?  Are you coordinating with

13 them?

14             MR. GONZALEZ:  Justin spoke with

15 them yesterday and they're going to have a

16 table set up, and I believe that they will

17 have sort of probably like a backdrop kind of

18 thing.  And they're going to be almost set up,

19 you know, right where you would come in so

20 they're given, you know, a prominent or a

21 distinct appearance there when you come into

22 the event.
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1             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  So

2 you're not using volunteers for any of the --

3             MR. GONZALEZ:  They are operating

4 separate from us in terms of personnel.

5             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  

6             MR. GONZALEZ:  But I believe that

7 they'll be a few of them, you know, present. 

8 There could be six folks manning that single

9 table.  I think they're very excited about the

10 event.

11             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Okay.  Good. 

12 All right.  Any other questions?

13             (No audible response.)

14             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  All right. 

15 Looks good.  They'll have the wristband and

16 that's it, right?

17             MEMBER ALBERTI:  We wish you well.

18             MEMBER MOBLEY:  Much success.

19             MR. GONZALEZ:  Thank you very

20 much, folks.  I do appreciate it.

21             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Do good business.

22             MR. GONZALEZ:  Oh, yes.
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1             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  Have a great

2 event.

3             MR. GONZALEZ:  Thank you.

4             CHAIRPERSON MILLER:  I think that

5 concludes our hearings for today.

6             (Whereupon, the hearing was

7 concluded at 12:31 p.m.)
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